
‘Why, sometimes I’ve believed 
as many as six impossible things 

before breakfast.’ 
– Lewis Carroll
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‘Always plan for the fact that no plan is going 
to go according to plan.’ This sums up the 
year 2021 beautifully. In fact, over the past 18 
months many things have changed and have 
made us appreciate the journeys that we’ve 
travelled up to now.

When I look back at my years at Waterstone 
College I reminisce on the good and fun times. 
I have had a lot of fun along the way, created 
some magical memories, befriended some of 
the most amazing people who I am blessed to 
have in my life and look forward to journeying 
with in the future. I think back to my first few 
days of school in Grade R, 13 years ago when 
Waterstone College was nothing more than a 
cottage in the south of Johannesburg on the 
bed of the Klip River. I’ve had the luxury and 
the absolute privilege of watching Waterstone 
grow into the beautiful facility it is today and I 
am so proud to have called it my home. Many 
lessons have been learnt in these classrooms 
about academics and life, my competitive 
sporting spirit has been nurtured on these 
fields, my confidence has blossomed on the 
stages and the ability to laugh and enjoy time 
together in the hallways.

In our Grade 12 year, I look back, somewhat 
disappointed that we couldn’t have enjoyed 
the past months a little bit more. We miss 
being able to play soccer, we miss our school 
plays, we miss being able to just socialise on 
the field, but what we must always remember 
is we’ve never missed out on something we 
can always have. As 2021 draws to a close, and 
as we start reflecting on the past and looking 
forward to our future, it’s time for us to put 
our heads down and finish what we started all 
those years ago. 

To the management and staff of Waterstone 
College, I would like to take this opportunity 
to say a big thank you for your mentorship, 
guidance and support along the way. Mr Nel, 
you are an inspiring leader and I truly value 
the input you have had in my life this year. To 
the staff, who have worked incredibly hard to 
help us on this journey, we can never thank 
you enough. 

Troublemakers. Yeah, that’s what we were 
labelled when our Grade 8 group entered high 
school. Funny enough, we aren’t that bad. 

To my fellow matrics whom I’ve been with 
for almost eight years of my life, I’ve never 
met such a diverse group of people with 
various gifts, talents and aspirations in life. 
The moments we had on grade camps are 
worth admiring because for just a few days 
we could put our differences aside and unite. 
To a grade that isn’t scared to speak what’s in 
their hearts and fight for what’s right, thank 
you for teaching me the art of friendship. 

Being head girl has made me realise that 
it’s never just about the position you play in 
people’s lives as well as the school, but also 
about your character. I can’t lie to everyone 
and say that this journey was all ‘sunshine 
and rainbows’ because it wasn’t; there were 
surely days I cried at school and honestly 
wanted to give up because the pressure 
became unbearable, but I thank God that 
in those exact tough moments He built 
character and placed amazing friends and 
teachers in my life to help me persevere. 

HEAD GIRL: 

Daniella Retief

Wherever we go in the future, the four pillars 
of Waterstone College will remain an integral 
part of who we are – faith, integrity, respect 
and excellence. Carpe Diem, Waterstone! 

In those moments I took the opportunity to 
share God’s word in school in a way that I’ve 
never experienced. Yes, it was disappointing 
that we couldn’t fulfill the plans set out 
for this year due to COVID-19 and couldn’t 
reach the full potential that our grade had, 
but I believe just like Proverbs 19:22 states: 
‘Many are the plans in a man’s heart but it’s 
Gods purposes that prevails’. Thank you for 
teaching me to have grit within a storm.

To our future leaders, leadership is so 
difficult. So be prepared to work the hardest, 
work alone and be your best even when no 
one stands with you. You are leading the 
school, but leadership skills stay with you for 
a lifetime. Don’t try and change Waterstone 
College because once you leave, the school 
still remains. Rather focus on the impact 
you want to make in the people’s lives 
around you. Find a new normal and set new 
traditions for generations to follow.

What an honour it was to see and serve such 
a diverse group of people. Getting to hear 
all the funny stories Grade 8s and Grade 9s 
have to share. Waterstone, your laughter 
and joy made this role worth working for. To 
get to be part of your lives and you trusting 
me with your stories and complaints have 
been a blessing I will treasure.  Thank you, 
Waterstone College for believing in me.

HEAD BOY: Dillon du Toit
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Your future  
starts now


