
‘Why, sometimes I’ve believed 
as many as six impossible things 

before breakfast.’ 
– Lewis Carroll
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Twelve years later and here I am, in matric. 
Somewhat grown, just months away from 
the end of the road of high school. Just 
months away from starting a new book in the 
collection of life where new characters will 
appear and a new plot will unfold. It still feels 
so surreal, so orchestrated, as if someone is 
going to jump out and scream, ‘Cut! Let’s do 
it again. This time I want more “grrrr”!’ – and 
a piece of me wishes for that. I am filled with 
unbridled joy, yet pensive sadness. Excited to 
branch out into the world, but distraught to 
leave behind all that I know. 

I’ve been in this school since Grade R and, 
wow, it has been a ride for sure. There are 
countless memories and experiences that I will 
cherish forever. There’s been laughter, tears, 
frustration, joy and every other emotion you 
can imagine. I’ve seen people come and go; 
some stay for a while and I’ve wondered … will 
I even finish matric? Am I prepared for what 
is to come afterwards? I still have not found 
the answer and I believe there is no answer 
for what is to come. As we enter a new stage 
of our lives, there are many uncertainties and 
variables for which we cannot account. That 
does not mean we must buckle in the face of 
adversity, but, rather, we must apply ourselves 
and do our best as we have been well taught. 

I am proud of the Class of 2021. I am proud of 
what we have achieved. We have evolved into 

I have never been one who enjoys speaking 
out on my own experiences, but rather, I love 
to hear and share about others’. As I sit here 
and type this, I can’t help but think that the 
best place to start would be with the effect 
that the people inside my school have had 
on me, and on my journey. 

It is said that nobody will ever remember 
what you said, or what you did, but, instead, 
people will always remember how you made 
them feel. This journey through school, 
especially the last two years, has been 
memorable. Of course, there are some 
negative feelings that arose, but as Mrs 
Edwards always reminded us: there is only 
growth to be gained from discomfort. During 
this journey, I have felt a range of different 
emotions that I don’t even think there are 
names for. I have felt accomplished at the 
end of a soccer match, proud during plays 
and sad when having to say goodbye. I 
have felt delighted when informed about an 
extension and guilty for not having done my 
homework. My friends have made me feel 
loved, valued and funny (even though I’m 
not) and my teachers have made me feel 
heard in the best and worst of times. 
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extensions of our younger selves that we would 
never have imagined. Extensions that take up 
space and say, ‘I’m here to leave a legacy,’ and 
indeed, we have left one. 

To the teachers, thank you for your never-
ending patience, consideration and love. 
We would have never made it this far 
without you. The assignment extensions, the 
constant support, the ‘rectification’ of marks 
and, let me not forget the most important 
part … teaching us. Not only the curriculum, 
but valuable life skills and lessons that we 
shall carry in our hearts for years to follow. I 
am forever grateful.

To my friends, I don’t even know where 
to start. All I can say is I love you all. I am 
indebted to all of you for forming me into the 
person I am. I am Siphesihle Mahlangu today 
because of your existence. The laughter, 
the drama, the late nights and the love I’ve 
received will never be forgotten. If our roads 
drift in different directions, please know I am 
always a call away and I will never shun any 
of you. I wish all of you prosperous futures 
filled with endless possibilities. 

To the Class of 2022 – they lied. Matric is not 
just revision and there’s a lot going on, but let 
that not discourage you from putting in your 
all. It is truly a short year that flashes by, so 
enjoy it while it lasts. Make the most of it and 
work hard. The end of the beginning is in sight, 
and I know you can do it. (PS: Manage your 
time wisely!)

Most importantly, I would like to thank my 
biggest supporters. Mama, Baba and my 
sister. Ngiyabonga. Ngibonga uthando lwenu. 
Ngibonga ukusekela kwenu. Ngiyanithanda 
ngenhliziyo yama yonke futhi ngisebenzela 
nina. Ngifuna niziqhenye ngami ngaso sonke 
isikhathi. We are here to build generational 
success as a family and that is an objective I 
will forever strive towards.

My grade has never been shy, we are always 
the first to speak up about anything that 
may concern us (and more often than not, it 
bites us!). I hope that we use this skill in our 
future endeavours for good, to instil change. 
I hope that we all grow up to be people who 
care about people, and not about monetary 
success. I hope that we can carry this skill and 
use it to make other people feel supported, 
appreciated and seen. I have learnt so 
many important lessons from my peers, but 
most of all, I have learnt to be accepting of 
all people, no matter our differences. I can 
honestly say that, as a grade, we have stood 
alongside one another for this entire journey 
of high school, taking the lessons on the chin 
and celebrating the highs together. To my 
grade, I am proud of you. I am proud of us, 
and the people we have grown into. 

To all the future matrics, I hope you grow 
into people who care about how they make 
other people feel. I want you to know that 
it is okay to fail. The beauty lies in the way 
in which you pick yourself up, and carry on 
going. There will be times where you fall 
and it will hurt – but you will persevere and 
come out the other side a better version of 
yourself, and I hope that version is one of 
which you are proud. 
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Your future  
starts now
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