
‘Why, sometimes I’ve believed 
as many as six impossible things 

before breakfast.’ 
– Lewis Carroll
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HEAD BOY:  
Phiwayinkosi Mkhabela

HEAD GIRL: Chidema Okoye

As Curro Academy Riverside’s head girl I was tasked 
with the duty of writing a letter on my experience at 
this school. I have had one of the best experiences 
there was to offer.

Before I enrolled at Curro Academy Riverside, I was 
a young girl who didn’t have any aspirations and 
would settle for the bare minimum. The wonderful 
teachers at Curro helped me realise that I have a lot 
to offer. They also made me realise that intelligence 
isn’t something that you are born with but rather 
it is something that you acquire with practise and 
determination.

In my personal experience I have seen my results 
improve tremendously. People may ask ‘how?’ but it 
is simply because of the motivation I received from 
all my teachers. Some people aren’t as educationally 
driven as I might be, but not to worry, Curro Academy 
Riverside has countless sports programmes that 
allow those who are physically gifted to unlock their 
true potential.

If you were to tell me a few years back that I would 
be head girl, I would not have believed you. I would 
have told you that I have no leadership skills and 
my marks are terrible to be able to have such an 
honourable experience. But look at me now. I am 
one of my school’s top achievers and I am on my way 
to becoming a medical doctor. I have Curro Academy 
Riverside to give thanks to. I  think every child in the 
world should go to a Curro school! If only that was 
possible.

One thing that one should always bare in their mind, is 
knowing who one’s true friends are. Being friends with toxic 
people for that month, year or even years can make it hard 
to have the courage to leave them. The reason is that you 
might find them to be so realistic about life. Once you realise 
that they are not true friends, make time to evaluate and 
decide what you really want. Personally, what I’ve realised in 
my years of high school is that it’s not the quantity of friends 
that matter but rather the quality. So, know who your true 
friends are and believe me, it will make your final year of high 
school so much better.

Don’t skip class constantly because it might affect your 
grades. Everything you do matters in Grade 12 because this 
is the year in which you’ll start to prepare to transition to 
either university or college. You really have to work hard in 
order to gain entrance to university or college. Of course, 
working hard is easier said than done (procrastination is a 
best friend of mine), but if you really want those marks you’re 
hoping for, you have to do what it takes – which is working 
hard and smart.

Grade 12 is really the most stressful year of high school. This 
is a year in which you will determine your future. In primary 
school my plan was to become a medical doctor. If you were 
to ask me now if that’s what I want to be, I will tell you that my 
plan is completely different. The moral of the story? It is not 
just about getting good grades, it’s all about your desire and 
doing something you love and are passionate about.
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Your future  
starts now
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