
‘Why, sometimes I’ve believed 
as many as six impossible things 

before breakfast.’ 
– Lewis Carroll
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‘All good things come to an end.’ It is almost the end of the journey for the Class 
of 2021, and soon we will be left with only the memories of our time at school. 
Creating those memories has been part and parcel of my academic career. 

I have enjoyed every single moment of this year, even though, at times, I 
felt a bit overwhelmed by all the demands that come with Grade 12. School 
shaped me to become the best I can be, but, above all else, school is the place 
where I recognised my uniqueness and I learnt to embrace my individuality.

My advice to the Class of 2022 would be to take each moment in its stride. 
Matric only comes once in a lifetime and, as challenging as it may be, try to 
make it a memorable experience. Look back and appreciate the sacrifices you 
made – the late nights combing through an exorbitant number of exercises, 
attending after-school interventions and tutoring, or early Saturday morning 
boot camps. Only you know what you want to achieve and, with discipline, 
there are no limits.

Get better at what you do and have the end goal in sight and in mind. Start 
the road to self-discipline from the moment you find out you are in Grade 12. 
Be your best every day. Surround yourself with friends and peers that share 
the same mindset. Knowing that you have someone to lean on gives you 
strength on those days when you feel under pressure. It is only 12 months of 
your life – make the sacrifices and you will reap the rewards. 

Through all my years at school, I have imagined 
myself in 2021 – my matric year – a sweet 
moment of bliss at the thought of being so close 
to the end. Little did I know that the year would 
be a tearful one filled with many ends, and, on 
top of that, that it would challenge me beyond 
my capabilities.

Time flew by so quickly and I found myself 
experiencing many ‘lasts’ before I could grasp 
the present. However, that did not stop me from 
making the memories of a lifetime – laughter that 
will forever be engraved in my heart; moments I 
will cherish forever.

Being head girl of my school has taught me the true 
definition of responsibility: being dependable. Not 
only for myself, but being available for everyone 
around me and showing a true sense of care. 

In every situation, I chose to seize the moment 
and use every opportunity to my advantage, 

no matter how tiring it made me feel. Looking 
back, I had the time of my life, and those endless 
yawns were worth it! 

Rejoice in the present. Fear may try to take over 
but, in those thoughts, I am reminded of Maya 
Angelou’s poem:

‘The caged bird sings
with a fearful trill
of the things unknown
but longed for still
and his tune is heard
on the distant hill
for the caged bird
sings of freedom.’
The past is gone, the future is unknown and all 
we have now is this present moment. So, sing 
and dare to claim the sky!

HEAD GIRL: 

Fanelesibonge 
Mkhwanazi

HEAD BOY: Odwa Mdazana
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Please note that the images and captions for the yearbook pages were compiled by the Class of 2021. Matric 2021 | Page | 54 | Page | Matric 2021



Your future  
starts now


