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My Dear Matric Graduates

Curro is immensely proud of you! 
Your school journey may not always have been easy, particularly over the last two years, 
which should have been a very different experience for you. The strides that you have made 
towards maturity and taking ownership of your education during the pandemic have been 
most rewarding.

Whatever you have decided to do after school, please be happy; I hope that you have identified 
your passions and will follow where these lead.  Today, there are so many ways to be fulfilled 
– doing what one wants to do to have the life one wants. 

Don’t just be a survivor. That is no way to live. You were made to deal with far more interesting 
problems, such as exploring outer space or dealing with global issues, rather than just scraping 
through each day.  Be everything you can be and then some … just take that first step. 

The pages that follow are full of wisdom and insights from your peers and we hope that they 
will encourage you to continue confidently as you move on to the next stage of your life. 
Don’t be one of those people whose education ended when they finished school. 

We will always be interested in you; join as an alumnus and let us know how you are doing.

Kind regards

Andries Greyling 
CEO: Curro Holdings 

Don’t just 
be a survivor. 
That is no 
way to live.CO
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Twelve years later and here I am, in matric. 
Somewhat grown, just months away from 
the end of the road of high school. Just 
months away from starting a new book in the 
collection of life where new characters will 
appear and a new plot will unfold. It still feels 
so surreal, so orchestrated, as if someone is 
going to jump out and scream, ‘Cut! Let’s do 
it again. This time I want more “grrrr”!’ – and 
a piece of me wishes for that. I am filled with 
unbridled joy, yet pensive sadness. Excited to 
branch out into the world, but distraught to 
leave behind all that I know. 

I’ve been in this school since Grade R and, 
wow, it has been a ride for sure. There are 
countless memories and experiences that I will 
cherish forever. There’s been laughter, tears, 
frustration, joy and every other emotion you 
can imagine. I’ve seen people come and go; 
some stay for a while and I’ve wondered … will 
I even finish matric? Am I prepared for what 
is to come afterwards? I still have not found 
the answer and I believe there is no answer 
for what is to come. As we enter a new stage 
of our lives, there are many uncertainties and 
variables for which we cannot account. That 
does not mean we must buckle in the face of 
adversity, but, rather, we must apply ourselves 
and do our best as we have been well taught. 

I am proud of the Class of 2021. I am proud of 
what we have achieved. We have evolved into 
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I have never been one who enjoys speaking 
out on my own experiences, but rather, I love 
to hear and share about others’. As I sit here 
and type this, I can’t help but think that the 
best place to start would be with the effect 
that the people inside my school have had 
on me, and on my journey. 

It is said that nobody will ever remember 
what you said, or what you did, but, instead, 
people will always remember how you made 
them feel. This journey through school, 
especially the last two years, has been 
memorable. Of course, there are some 
negative feelings that arose, but as Mrs 
Edwards always reminded us: there is only 
growth to be gained from discomfort. During 
this journey, I have felt a range of different 
emotions that I don’t even think there are 
names for. I have felt accomplished at the 
end of a soccer match, proud during plays 
and sad when having to say goodbye. I 
have felt delighted when informed about an 
extension and guilty for not having done my 
homework. My friends have made me feel 
loved, valued and funny (even though I’m 
not) and my teachers have made me feel 
heard in the best and worst of times. 

HEAD BOY:  
Siphesihle Mahlangu

HEAD GIRL:  

Rebecca du-Pont

extensions of our younger selves that we would 
never have imagined. Extensions that take up 
space and say, ‘I’m here to leave a legacy,’ and 
indeed, we have left one. 

To the teachers, thank you for your never-
ending patience, consideration and love. 
We would have never made it this far 
without you. The assignment extensions, the 
constant support, the ‘rectification’ of marks 
and, let me not forget the most important 
part … teaching us. Not only the curriculum, 
but valuable life skills and lessons that we 
shall carry in our hearts for years to follow. I 
am forever grateful.

To my friends, I don’t even know where 
to start. All I can say is I love you all. I am 
indebted to all of you for forming me into the 
person I am. I am Siphesihle Mahlangu today 
because of your existence. The laughter, 
the drama, the late nights and the love I’ve 
received will never be forgotten. If our roads 
drift in different directions, please know I am 
always a call away and I will never shun any 
of you. I wish all of you prosperous futures 
filled with endless possibilities. 

To the Class of 2022 – they lied. Matric is not 
just revision and there’s a lot going on, but let 
that not discourage you from putting in your 
all. It is truly a short year that flashes by, so 
enjoy it while it lasts. Make the most of it and 
work hard. The end of the beginning is in sight, 
and I know you can do it. (PS: Manage your 
time wisely!)

Most importantly, I would like to thank my 
biggest supporters. Mama, Baba and my 
sister. Ngiyabonga. Ngibonga uthando lwenu. 
Ngibonga ukusekela kwenu. Ngiyanithanda 
ngenhliziyo yama yonke futhi ngisebenzela 
nina. Ngifuna niziqhenye ngami ngaso sonke 
isikhathi. We are here to build generational 
success as a family and that is an objective I 
will forever strive towards.

My grade has never been shy, we are always 
the first to speak up about anything that 
may concern us (and more often than not, it 
bites us!). I hope that we use this skill in our 
future endeavours for good, to instil change. 
I hope that we all grow up to be people who 
care about people, and not about monetary 
success. I hope that we can carry this skill and 
use it to make other people feel supported, 
appreciated and seen. I have learnt so 
many important lessons from my peers, but 
most of all, I have learnt to be accepting of 
all people, no matter our differences. I can 
honestly say that, as a grade, we have stood 
alongside one another for this entire journey 
of high school, taking the lessons on the chin 
and celebrating the highs together. To my 
grade, I am proud of you. I am proud of us, 
and the people we have grown into. 

To all the future matrics, I hope you grow 
into people who care about how they make 
other people feel. I want you to know that 
it is okay to fail. The beauty lies in the way 
in which you pick yourself up, and carry on 
going. There will be times where you fall 
and it will hurt – but you will persevere and 
come out the other side a better version of 
yourself, and I hope that version is one of 
which you are proud. 
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The year 2021 was a unique 
year for all of us matrics, of 
course, but what’s a matric 
year without a couple of 
challenges? As a matric group, 
we were faced with new 
challenges while adapting to 
our new normal with COVID-19.

For starters, we had to adjust 
to new ways of initiating the 
Grade 8s into true Bankies and 
come up with ‘COVID-19-friendly’ 
activities and traditions. But, as 
always, Bankies found a way to have fun while still keeping to the 
regulations! I enjoyed my school year through all challenges.

As a matric group we always found a way to have fun and make 
jokes. Even through all the challenges that we faced – the academic 
stresses of assignments and tests – we stuck together. I am always 
grateful to have surrounded myself with such a great group of 
friends who I can call my family. I’ve learned that in tough times you 
can never be alone when you’re part of the Bankie family, it’s okay 
to ask for help and that all the teachers are here to offer their love 
and support. I am thankful to the teachers for their patience and 
guidance through such difficult times, and for helping us adjust to 
our new normal. They are always willing to help us out, even after 
hours, leaving no stone unturned to make sure we can become the 
best people we can be and always reach our full academic potential.

Our matric ‘40 days’ has to be my best experience in 2021 – from 
wearing pyjamas, cross-dressing and even dressing as the teachers, 
there was never a dull moment. I will always cherish the memories 
we’ve made.

Thank you to all the staff at Curro Bankenveld for your constant 
love, support and advice. Your love and wisdom will always take me 
further in life. I will always remember and appreciate you. 

‘You must enjoy every moment of this year because, before you 
know it, your final year of school will be over.’ These are the words 
of my mother, and I never understood this at the beginning of the 
year. They didn’t make any sense because, according to me, one 
day would still have 24 hours and I would still have to get up every 
morning at five to be ready for school!

Now standing at the end of the year, I understand my mother’s 
words. This year ended too quickly, but it was a wonderful year filled 
with memories words can’t describe.

I remember meeting the Grade 8s for the first time this year. The 
matric group approached the little ones feeling like giants – even 
though some girls couldn’t walk properly because of the blisters 
caused by our high-heel shoes that we got to wear after looking 
forward to wearing them since Grade 8! 

Being in matric under COVID-19 regulations was surely not how I 
wanted to end my school journey, but looking back, I am grateful! 
We’ve been robbed of a lot of fun stuff, but masks and social 
distance didn’t stop Curro Bankenveld’s prefect body from forming 
a close family.

From Friday karaoke days to standing on a dot during break to 
practise social distancing will always stay with me. I will also never 
forget the feeling that flowed through my veins when I put on my 
white head girl blazer. 

It was a huge privilege to be part of the Bankie family and I’m looking 
forward to the journey that lies ahead of me.

HEAD BOY: 

Given 
Nemukombane

HEAD 
GIRL: 

Zané 
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HEAD PREFECT:  
Tshepo Tlaka

My journey with Curro Bloemfontein 
started in 2019 as I created great 
memories in sport and academics. I can 
proudly say I enjoyed my high school 
life. I cherish the special moments 
shared with friends, teachers and other 
learners. 

I like to call 2021 the year of great 
expec tations, one that held its own 
share of great surprises. Never have I 
imagined that in my last year of high 
school I would be the head leader. 

I have watched myself learn and grow 
remarkably from day to day, hoping 
that everything I have learnt, will help 
me improve my life along the way. 

The motivation and support of  teachers 
and coaches have shown me that there 
are no limits to what you can achieve 
... with hard work and determination 
you will achieve your goals. They may 
give us lots of work to handle, but I’m 
forever grateful for their support. 

To the Class of 2022: I wish you all 
greatness in your matric year, enjoy 
it but at the same time remember to 
work hard, as this is the year where you 
are taught to be independent and to 
focus on the bigger picture. Your matric 
year is more of a marathon, you have 
to focus on yourself and not others as 
you run through the journey to success. 

To the prefects of 2022: Be the voice of 
the school, work to repre sent the school 
in a positive manner, remember that 
small things do go a long way within 
the school environment as learners 
look up to you for inspiration. Respect 
teachers and listen to the learners’ 
concerns, offer support and step in for 
extra help, but remember to follow the 
promise you made to the school and 
treasure the great memories you will 
create as a team.

I first roamed the school halls, a shy 
and troubled young girl. I now leave 
as a slightly less shy and troubled 
young woman! There were times 
when I was truly happy and times 
when I really felt down in the dumps. 
There were times when I couldn’t 
handle the stress that came with 
juggling school and my personal 
life. My life didn’t mirror the lives 
that my peers seemed to live, and I 
changed myself in an attempt to fit 
in with the crowd at school and at 
home. My mental health suffered 
most in those five years. 

I ended up using unhealthy coping 
mechanisms. Put your holistic well-
being first and don’t take anything 
for granted! The way that you react 
to any situation you are in, whether it 
be good or bad, has an effect on who 
you become in the near future. Don’t 
wait until you are in trouble to reflect 
on your life choices and change your 
ways. If necessary, talk to someone 
you trust about your troubles. 

Never make decisions based solely 
off your emotions because your 
emotions will change, but you will 
have to live with the consequences 
of that decision forever. Finally, 
use this time to put yourself at an 
advantage. This is the best time 
to do this because you start to 
understand how the world works 
without having to worry about 
the responsibility that comes with 
being a part of it. 

I urge you to use what time is left of 
high school wisely. Live each day as 
if it is your last, because time is the 
one thing that no one has.

DEPUTY HEAD PREFECT:  
Ofentse Mothata
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CHAIRPERSON: 

Rajveer Singh Jolly VICE-CHAIRPERSON: 

Errin Leak

School. Such a crucial part of any child’s develop-
ment. For some of us it’s a time of stress and 
uncertainty while for others a source of happiness! 
I think what most of us can relate with is that we 
have had a mix of both and it’s that very aspect of 
school that preps us for the real world. My school 
journey started with being unable to express myself 
because of the language barrier and is now about 
to end with my role as the chairperson of the Matric 
Leadership Council (MLC). 

To the Grade 12s of next year, to put it simply, 
the year is going to be difficult. You will cry, have 
multiple breakdowns, lose sleep, and possibly feel 
overwhelmed. It won’t be easy. Here is what I do 
know though, you will make it through, and it will all 
be worth it. School is not everything and it does not 
define your capabilities. Do NOT let a few numbers 
on a piece of paper hold you back. Even if you do 
‘do badly’, there will always be a second chance 
because life itself is also about second chances ;) 
Attend extra lessons, go to the gym, have a social 
life because you can still have all those things in 
Grade 12. It all comes down to time management 
and mastering time. That is the secret to succeeding 
in Grade 12.

Greetings to you. I would like to share my 
Curro journey. It all started in Grade 8 with 
new beginnings, new people and a new 
environment. It was a bumpy road at first, 
but I got through it with hard work and 
determination. Through the years, Curro has 
helped me grow into the person I am today 
and, without this experience, I wouldn’t be 
where I am. The adventure with Curro has 
had its downs, particularly the arrival of 
COVID-19 in Grade 11, but we got through 
it together and now I’m finishing up my last 
year at Curro. 

To the matrics of 2022, I wish all the best for 
you guys next year and I know you can do 
it. Just keep working hard and never give up, 
because this is your last year – maybe even 
the last exams you will write. 

I would like to end with this saying from 
Martin Luther King: ‘If you can’t fly then run, 
if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t walk 
then crawl, but whatever you do you have to 
keep moving forward’.
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As we near the end of this very 
challenging and unpredictable 
year, I have been left to reflect on 
the events of the very busy past 
months. Although this year did not 
go how many of us expected it to, it 
has still been full of fun adventures 
and memories. Staying motivated 
and positive in times like these is 
a challenge that most people have 
faced. Being in a leadership position 
has taught me that sometimes the 
most important example you can set 
is simply being hopeful in difficult 
times. We are all blindly navigating 
our way through these uncertain 
times, so it is a leader’s responsibility 
to shed a bit of light along this path. 
Being the head girl of this school that 
I love so dearly has been an honour. 
Through all of the ups and downs, I’m 
grateful that I was able to go through 
this experience.

HEAD GIRL: 

Emma Beckley

C
U

RRO
 D

U
RBAN

VILLE

To the matrics of 2022, congratulations for making it this 
far! Eleven years of schooling have all led to this year. 
Make the most of your matric year as you only get to be a 
senior once. Although it is a great privilege, I would advise 
you to remember that there is a lot of responsibility that 
comes with this role.

Always be aware of how you come across to the 
younger learners, especially the new crop of Grade 8s. 
They are young, impressionable and will look to you for 
inspiration and guidance. Therefore, you should treat 
them with respect and also be a good role model to 
them in terms of your behaviour. 

To the new learner council members and execu tive 
committee, I wish you good luck for the year and the 
challenges that lie ahead. I hope that you are able to work 
together seamlessly and are able to be transparent and 
supportive towards each other to work as effectively as 
possible. I am looking forward to seeing your work, from 
the outside looking in, and I am sure you will exceed 
expectations.

I have no doubt that 2022 will be a fantastic year for you 
all and I hope that your matric year will be filled with 
many more memories that my group was able to make. 

HEAD BOY: 

Christopher 
Swart
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Wow, I cannot believe it has been five 
years of high school already. It has been a 
long road of self-discovery which was quite 
tricky at times. It has been a road filled with 
laughter, disappointments, sadness and 
excitement. With all these roller coasters of 
emotions, I wouldn’t change the journey one 
bit. I will miss all the good times such as new 
friendships formed at camps, brotherhood 
formed from sport, all the naps I took in class, 
even getting in trouble with the teachers. 
One thing I am grateful for is that I have all 
these fond memories.

I encourage you to do your best in everything. 
I encourage you to participate where you can 
so that when you’re done with this chapter in 
your life, you will have no regrets, but only 
good memories. Grade 12 specifically is one 
year that will go by very quickly, enjoy it. If 
you are thinking about doing something, do 
not let anyone hold you back.

Good luck with the journey ahead, stay calm 
and make the best of it!

My Curro family of 2022:
This year has not been without its challenges. 
COVID-19 is still a major challenge we face, 
but despite that, I believe that the Curro group 
has met and surpassed all expectations when 
it comes to giving us excellent education and 
trying to adjust to the new ‘normal’. We do 
not know what the coming year will look like, 
but I do believe that we can now clearly see 
how adaptable we are and how much we 
can achieve with God by our side. I believe 
that if we keep our focus turned to God, He 
will continue to shine the light on more and 
more opportunities and that will allow us to 
continue to grow. I see great things for Curro 
in the future and I feel blessed to be a part of 
the Curro legacy.

HEAD BOY:  

Lihlumelo Jobela

HEAD GIRL:  

Kayla Britz
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Dear fellow learners

At the start of the year 2020, we 
thought it could not get worse than the 
pandemic, the worldwide isolations 
and all the losses this entailed. By 
now we see that there was a long way 
down from there. 

Even though our country is not at its 
best, let it not discourage you. We, as  
Curro, should not be demotivated. We 
should use this time as an opportunity 
to rise, not just back to where we were, 
but stronger than ever before. As a 
community, we should be encouraged 
to help one another and come back 
stronger.

As for the rest of this year, I must 
admit that my expectations have 
been wavered a bit by what is going 
on around us, but that will in no way 
demotivate me or stop me from 
seeing what I can achieve.

My expectations from the adults who 
are around us is to simply support 
and provide guidance in these 
difficult times. I believe that the youth 
of today will need to be handed  the 
baton and take over, but, for now, 
I believe that we need all the help 
we can get from the adults and the 
people around us who are educated 
and much wiser than we are. I also 
believe that, as the youth of today, 
we need to realise that the ball is in 
our court.    However, we must not 
forget that we always have coaches 
on the sidelines who are willing to 
help us.

Dear fellow learners

To most, I am a learner of Curro Helderwyk; 
to some, I am a classmate; and, to others, 
I am a  friend. Today, however, I write this 
letter as the head girl of 2021.

As my term as head girl comes to an end, 
I would like to start by acknowledging 
the difficult times we have faced, the 
lives we have lost and the pain we have 
had to endure. Undoubtedly, this year 
has been challenging for everyone, 
both academically and personally. It is 
important that you remember that it is 
only in challenges that our true characters 
are built.

Thankfully, the opportunities I’ve had at 
Curro Helderwyk have been absolutely 
incredible. I cannot express how grateful 
I am to all the staff and learners. Finishing 
my Curro Helderwyk journey as head girl 
has been a dream come true; I doubt 
I would have had these opportunities 
anywhere else. These opportunities 
arose because of Curro Helderwyk’s keen 
interest in enhancing our ability to be 
well-rounded individuals.

I am forever grateful to my peers, my 
schoolmates, who helped shape me 
into the person  I am today. I’ve learnt 
that true leadership is not based on the 
number of people you encounter or the 
amount of challenges that come your 
way, but rather on how you navigate and 
handle all challenges. My people skills 
and leaderships skills were sharpened in 
a short space of time. I’ve had to adjust in 
all spheres of my reign, and for that I am  
forever grateful.

Every day, I used to walk through the 
school gates with the sense that I am 
cared for because there is a strong sense 
of community present, and this was 
felt through the boundaries of social-
distancing measures. While it will be 
difficult for me to walk away without 
missing our special school, I will walk 

HEAD BOY:  
Joshua Dickens

away knowing  that I have been shaped 
and groomed for success out there in the 
‘big, big’ world.

I strongly believe in learning from both 
the positive and negative experiences 
that we go through. To be pessimistic 
and complain about the inconveniences 
that the lockdown has brought would be 
a shame, we should instead reflect upon 
the new things that we have learnt, the 
relationships that we have formed or 
strengthened, and how our own resilience 
and adaptability have benefited us. By 
acknowledging the places where we fell 
and stood back up again, we grow to be 
stronger and better people.

I can only hope that the person I’ve 
been is one who is for the people and 
someone who upheld the value of 
humanity. Someone who spoke for you 
and not just to you. Someone who did 
not rush to lead, but was patient to listen. 
Someone who simply cared. I hope that I 
have left an impact so that my presence 
is felt even when I am no longer present 
in the school.

I want to remind you to seize every 
opportunity you can while you’re at Curro   
Helderwyk. The ethos and attitudes 
toward school life are in place for a 
reason: to prepare us to be outstanding 
citizens in the future. 

PS: There’s no elevator to success, you 
have to take the stairs. 

HEAD GIRL: Luviaan 
Nelly du Plessis
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I want to say thank you to everyone in the 
Curro Heritage House family. Each one of 
you holds a special place in my heart. Thank 
you for choosing me as your head boy for 
2021. As I have said before, an alpha wolf is 
nothing without his pack. The last two years 
have been very trying for us all, but we have 
pulled through together. It is the final stretch 
and I have no doubt that we will finish this 
race as the champions we are. One of the 
best experiences of my life, thus far, has 
been the honour of being your head boy. 

I want to especially thank my co-pilot, ‘queen’ 
and amazing head girl, Lerato Tshabalala. I 
could not have done this without you. You 
along with everyone at CHH inspire me to 
be a better person every day. You have all 
made these hard times so much better. To 
my generals in this army, the beautiful and 
intelligent deputy head girl, Hailey Naidoo, 
and the charming, kind-hearted deputy 
head boy, Siya Mabhida – thank you for 
always supporting Lerato and me and for 
being there for the school.  You are both 
amazing people. To all our amazing teachers 
and heads of school, thank you for making 
our schooling experience a truly memorable 
one. Thank you for all your hard work, love, 

Being able to be the head girl of Curro 
Heritage House for 2021 has been the 
greatest honour I have received this year. 
I continue to thank God till this day. I also 
continue to thank God for the opportunity to 
be a mentor to my fellow learners. As we all 
know, this year has been full of uncertainty 
with regards to COVID-19 and the unrest 
that took place in South Africa, especially 
right here in our home city of Durban. This 
caused us to resort to going back to virtual 
learning and prohibited us (the learner-
mentor body) from fully engaging with you 
all – leaving us little time to spend with you, 
our fellow learners. Despite this, I thank you 
for the fun-filled registration mornings that 
we did have together. Even though it was 
only a few minutes, we still got to share, 
learn and make fun memories with you. I 
pray you grow to be courageous young men 
and women who are led by love and care for 
others, and for one another. 

To my teachers, it is true when they say 
not all heroes wear capes. I know this is 
true because I have never seen any of you 
wearing capes and I know, and can testify, 
that you are our heroes. The mentorship 
that you have shown me continuously 
inspires me. You have taught me to hand in 
assignments on time, to rule off all headings 
and to make sure that I leave a line after 
every question. Over and above this, you 
have taught me to laugh, to enjoy, to love, 
to be kind and most importantly – to be 
myself. These are lessons that I will always 
cherish and continue to practise throughout 
my journey of life. I know that you all will 
continue to go the extra mile for the Curro 
Heritage House learners – nurturing them 
with all your wisdom, as you did for me and 
the Grade 12s. You will correct them when 
they are wrong and guide them in the right 
direction when they seem to be blinded by 
society’s standards, giving them the parental 
love that I too experienced. A piece of each 
of you has a place in my heart.

Last, but not least, my fellow Class of 2021. 
We have been on this journey together for 

HEAD BOY:  

Jared Charles Joseph

HEAD GIRL:  

Lerato 
Tshabalala

extra hours, advice and all those beautiful 
smiles that always brightened up our days. 
We are all truly blessed to have you. 

To the Class of 2022, as we hand over the 
reins to you, I am confident that you all 
will do great and prosperous things for the 
school. To the rest of my younger brothers 
and sisters at CHH and to all Curro schools, 
we, as the future of this country and the 
world, hold great responsibility in our hands. 
I will not lie to you, with this pandemic we 
have more trying days ahead of us, but 
better days are to follow. You all have bright 
futures ahead and I cannot wait to see all 
of you go forth, prosper, and conquer this 
world. Competitiveness is essential, but in a 
world filled with the idea of ‘every man for 
himself’ remember, ‘alone we can do so little; 
together we can do so much.’ May these wise 
words by Helen Keller remind you to work 
in harmony with your peers and support 
each other. I am filled with joy to know that 
the future of our world lies in the hands of 
you all and that, together, we have a bright 
future. May you all be blessed throughout 
your lives and the paths that you choose. I 
wish you all the best.

a long time and now it is almost over. It is a 
bitter-sweet moment because we are all goin 
into the world and starting our own lives, 
becoming independent (which is something 
to look forward to). On the other hand, we are 
all going our separate ways. It is goodbye to 
seeing each other daily, goodbye to coming 
together at breaks, goodbye to sharing stories 
and making memories. To my brothers and 
sisters, thank you for allowing me to be part 
of your lives. As you are about to go into this 
unknown world, I would like you to ponder 
over this: Please carry yourselves with you 
because in this world, it can be very easy to 
forget who we are because of the different 
pressures that are out there. Let your passions 
lead you and let love drive you. Let us never 
forget each other because I will never forget 
you. I love you and I will ‘see you later’. 

If I had to choose again, I would certainly choose 
Curro Heritage House because of the love that 
this school has shown me. Love truly conquers 
all, here. Thank you and ‘see you later’.
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I have really enjoyed my time as one of 
the leaders. This year was probably just as 
tricky as the previous year with COVID-19, 
lockdown and restrictions, but we were at 
least fortunate enough to still be allowed 
to take part in fun and important school 
traditions.

Of the things that I enjoyed most this year as 
one of the leaders, the Grade 8 orientation 
has to be at the top of the list. Everyone 
enjoyed the orientation, it went on quite 
smoothly, we had lots of fun and we ran A 
LOT with the Grade 8s, making sure they 
got plenty of exercise. We also enjoyed our 
40 days a couple weeks ago; it was wild and 
even better than we had imagined it would 
be since Grade 8. Then there is still our 
matric dance that I’ve been looking forward 
to for the whole year. It took me a whole 
week to decide what I was going to wear, 
but I can promise you that I’m really dressing 
to impress (all that’s left to do is to fix my 
terrible dancing).

Generally, as leaders we had to be a lot more 
careful with our time management and just 
make extra sure not to get overwhelmed 
with the Grade 12 work and prefect duties 
and responsibilities. I struggled to remember 
all the Grade 8s’ names, but I would at least 
manage to remember the names of the 

My matric year

When faced with setbacks and challenges, 
we’ve all received the well-meaning advice 
to stay positive. The greater the challenge, 
the more this glass-half-full wisdom can 
come across as unrealistic. It’s hard to find 
the motivation to focus on the positive when 
positivity seems like nothing more than 
wishful thinking, but it is important to focus 
on the things that bring us happiness.

During this year I came to realise the 
importance of focusing on the positive 
things that I experienced. No matter how 
small or insignificant it seemed at the time, 
these cherished moments are the memories 
I will hold on to when I leave at the end 
of this year. Whether it was dancing and 
singing during 40 days, music being played 
at break, or even a quick cup of coffee and a 
chat during Hospitality Studies. 

One of the greatest experiences was how 
much our grade bonded this year. We came 
together and supported each other through 
the struggles we faced, both as a group and 
personally. We all developed in our own 
ways, becoming more of our true selves. 

HEAD BOY:  
Marc de Villiers

learners who would greet me. Other than that, 
it was difficult delivering speeches, because I 
tend to get HUGE stage fright and it has often 
caused me to forget parts of my speech!

My advice and as a friend to our successors, 
the leaders of 2022: 
• A lot of next year’s Grade 8s will look up to 

you. First impressions are important!
• Learn to work together with your team 

and make sure that you guys get along 
with each other.

• Don’t create too much extra work for 
yourselves – you’re going to Grade 12 next 
year and it’s crucial for you guys to be able 
to have enough time for all the projects, 
assessments and tests that you will have 
to do.

• Remember that it’s your final year of school, 
so enjoy it as much as possible! Go on hikes 
with your friends, party responsibly and 
go to the beach in your free time. (You will 
have a 40 days to plan and a matric dance 
to look forward to as well!)

• There’s no need to panic, the teachers will 
always be there to help you guys just as 
they helped us this year. 

Lastly … remember to have some fun, stay 
true, humble, and kind.

Our 40 days was the time when we were able 
to have fun and take a break from stressing 
about the upcoming exams. By incorporating 
the whole high school into our celebration, I 
feel that we brought learners closer together. 
It didn’t matter what grade you were in. It 
gave everyone a much-needed outlet and 
because everyone was singing and dancing 
together, engendered a sense of unity, which 
is a memory that I will always treasure. 

The Grade 8 orientation was a particularly 
special moment for me. We were able to 
connect with the Grade 8s and help them 
build a foundation that I hope they will carry 
with them over the next four years. You have 
great influence, matrics. Use it wisely.

Through all the challenges we faced, we 
persevered. A valuable lesson that I learnt 
during this year was how important it is to 
focus on the positive things that life has to 
offer. Cherish the happy moments, those will 
be the memories that stick with you. Just take 
it one day at a time. Matric is a marathon, not 
a sprint. I would like to leave you with this 
final thought: The most important power we 
have, is within ourselves.

HEAD GIRL:  

Stephanie Hodson
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INWaar begin ek? Curro Heuwelkruin, is waar ek 

geleer het van passie en volharding. Dis hier waar 
ek aangemoedig is om altyd my beste te doen; 
om vas te byt en uit my foute te leer. Ek het as ‘n 
Kruinie gegroei, my swakker eienskappe in sterk 
eienskappe omskep en geleer van interaksie met 
verskillende mense en kulture. Curro Heuwelkruin is 
nie net ‘n skool nie, dis ‘n familie met hegte bande. 
Kruinies, leef elke dag asof dit jul laaste is. Benut 
elke geleentheid tot julle voordeel. Daar is nie tyd 
vir tweede kanse nie. God het jou een lewe gegee, 
koester dit en leef voluit. 

My time at Curro Heuwelkruin has been a journey that 
will remain unforgettable. I walked through the gates and 
instantly became part of a community:  a Kruinie community 
that appreciates every individual.  It is here where I learnt 
the importance of participation and the strength in unity.  I 
experienced great kindness and learnt values that have 
moulded me into the person I am today.  At Heuwelkruin I was 
not only taught to be diligent, I was also taught to be a Kruinie, 
and as a Kruinie, I was taught that kindness is free to give, 
honesty is the first chapter in the book of wisdom, teamwork 
makes the dream work and that knowledge gives you power, 
but more importantly, character earns respect.  

For those who follow us: Take all that you learn in high school 
with you into your next journey. Remember to work hard, 
never give up, make the most memorable memories and most 
importantly, remember to HAVE FUN! 

HEAD BOY:  
Henco Botha

HEAD GIRL: Onthatile Molepo 
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At a time where we have to remove 
and separate ourselves from 
one another, I see it as incredibly 
important to make sure that we, 
as a school, remain connected and 
united. I aim to create a feeling of 
togetherness, acceptance and love 
among the learners in our school 
and to ensure that they all feel 
included. Our learners should feel 
valued and encouraged to unlock 
their potential, and realise the truth 
– that our school is a place that they 
can call home. I hope I have led 
with passion, tenacity, positivity and 
overflowing love, giving back to the 
school that has given me so much.

‘Leadership is living a person’s vision 
to higher heights, the raising of a 
person’s performance to a higher 
standard, the building of a personality 
beyond its normal limitations.’ – Peter 
F Drucker

I believe that a leader should have a 
strong, clear-cut vision, and empower 
people to work together in striving to 
achieve this. A leader needs to have 
a balance between leading from the 
front, being the example, and coming 
alongside others, helping them to 
achieve greater heights. I have strived 
to lead with this balance, motivating 
and growing our school to a place 
where we support and fight for each 
person to achieve their dreams and 
goals, together, in unity!

HEAD GIRL: Grace Edgar

HEAD BOY:  

Jan Enrico Viljoen
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As I am approaching the end of a 12-year long 
school journey, I find myself reflecting back on 
all that has been accomplished.

You might feel as if school is a never-ending 
story, wishing for it to pass as quickly as possible 
so that life can begin. 

Be sure to take nothing for granted and 
embrace every opportunity coming your way. 
Challenge and get to know yourself. Make 
you own memories, or else you run the risk of 
having little to reflect on at the end. Your school 
years pass by quicker than you would expect.

Who will forget when COVID-19 entered our 
lives? You might feel that we were done in for 
the past 18 months and that nothing will be 
the same again. However, there is a positive 
side to it. It made us realise that we have taken 
so much for granted – family, friends, health, 
faith and yes … education. Change presents the 
opportunity to look at life again and to decide 
how you want to live your life.

When you are once again able to participate in 
any form of sports or other social activities, do it 
to the best of your ability and enjoy every single 
moment as if it is your last.

The world around us is constantly changing, so 
maybe it’s time that we change with it. Let’s stop 
fixating on the past and start thinking about 
ways that we can impact the future. In the words 
of George Bernard Shaw, ‘progress is impossible 
without change, and those who cannot change 
their minds cannot change anything’.

Dit voel soos gister toe ek nog in 
graad 11 was en toegekyk het hoe die 
matrieks in die onstuimige 2020 hulle 
voorbereidingseksamen skryf. Nou is dit 
ek en al my mede-leerders in graad 12. 

Moenie een dag in jou graad 11- of 12-jaar 
omwens nie, moenie wag vir elke Vrydag 
om te kom nie … elke dag is iets kosbaars 
wat gekoester moet word. Ons besef nie 
daagliks hoe naby ons aan die einde van 
ons skoolloopbane is nie, dit maak die tot 
siens sê en die weggaan so moeilik. 

Dit voel dalk soos twee groot berge wat 
voor jou lê wanneer jy jou voorbereidings- 
en  eindeksamenrooster ontvang, maar 
om alles dag vir dag aan te pak, is die 
oplossing.

As hoofmeisie van Curro Kathu wil ek elke 
leerder motiveer om volgende jaar goed 
te begin, sodat jy goed kan eindig. En die 
enigste manier om goed te kan eindig, 
is om te doen wat gedoen moet word, 
wanneer dit gedoen moet word. 

Wat jy nou plant, sal jy later oes. Doen jou 
bes, en glo my, dan doen God die res.

HEAD BOY: 
Daniel du Preez

HEAD GIRL:  
El-Chané Lombaard 

26 | Page | RETURN TO CONTENTS PAGE | Matric 2021



C
U

RRO
 KLERKSD

O
RP

This day always seemed to be a lifetime away, the day when I 
would have to bid farewell to this place; the place I frequented 
since I was knee-high to a grasshopper. A school which I have 
called by many names (most flattering, a few not) but the 
name of ‘home’ was ever-present. My home away from home. 
It has been a place filled with so many memories: a handful 
bad, plenty happy, and a great many humorous memories to 
last me several lifetimes. This place has imparted to me the 
skills and the know-how to pursue my dreams with the utmost 
ambition and persistence but most importantly has taught me 
to become a man of value, instilled in me the very principles 
the school has been built upon – principles of selflessness, 
integrity, humility and courage to name a few.

To my fellow matriculants, those in my school and those across 
our Curro family, ‘Kubi guys, it’s tough.’  Yet in the immortal 
words of Kendrick Lamar: ‘We gon’ be alright.’ We have made 
it this far, guys – the finish line which we have heard so much 
about from the previous matriculants. The fabled finish line 
which separates us from the leagues of the children and 
introduces us into the ranks of the elite is in sight. All our 
respective journeys have brought each and every single one of 
us to this point in our lives, you know. The pain of homework, 
the torture of staying up late to get through your work, the 
heartache of deadlines popping up from everywhere, the 
stress and struggles we endure as matric learners should not 
be understated. However, we are in our final stretch and I wish 
you all the best for your prelims and finals and in whatever 
path you choose to walk in life. Stay shining 2K21. 

Future prefects, I wish you all the best of luck for your tenure as 
leaders. To quote William Shakespeare from Henry IV, ‘Uneasy 
lies the head that wears the crown.’  You will all undoubtedly 
bear this feeling and at times it may seem to be a thankless 
job but remember why you are a prefect and who you are a 
prefect for. For its few troubles, there are many joys, be it when 
you are elected to office, the pride you feel with your fellow 
prefects when you realise you are indeed making a difference 
or the satisfaction you feel at the end of your tenure knowing, 
you and your prefects have done well. So future prefects, take 
care of this place … our school. Although its name has changed 
it is still fundamentally the same school. The same school we 
all fell in love with. So God speed, future prefects.

As I sit here writing this piece, I found it a bit challenging 
coming to terms with the fact that my schooling 
career is coming to an end. I think to say the least we 
expected and dreamed of a much better experience 
for our last year of school and it is so difficult to know 
that we will never have this opportunity ever again. 
As cliché as it sounds, people are right. High school 
goes by in the blink of an eye. We thought that five 
years would be long, but time really did not stop. For 
years we have worked insanely hard, we’ve sacrificed 
our social lives, relationships and pulled all-nighters. I 
am in awe of what we’ve done to try and make these 
last few years worthwhile during a pandemic.

To the future matrics, do not take the friendships, 
memories and love for granted as these will be 
greatly missed. Take the time to really soak up all 
the good times that you experience with the people 
around you and cherish those moments dearly. When 
times get tough and all you want to do is escape and 
forget about everything, always bounce back and 
remember why you are doing what you are doing, it 
will definitely be worth it. 

As the matrics of 2021 say goodbye to something we 
have always fallen back on, we are officially saying 
hello to the big wide world we have always talked 
about.  Never forget your roots, your morals, the 
key concepts that were taught and the important 
conversations you had with your teachers as they 
were preparing you to see things from different 
perspectives, allowing you to understand things 
better. 

Good luck to the Class of 2021. Prelims have just 
begun and our days of being high school learners 
are coming to an end. This is our final push, to put 
everything we have into our studies. Let us continue 
to make the world a better place.

HEAD GIRL: Lara Baeta

HEAD BOY: Obakeng Leburu
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I’m here saying thank you and goodbye, which really does 
make me quite sad, yet excited to move on to new adventures. 
The opportunities I have been given at Curro Krugersdorp 
have been quite phenomenal, even though there was a 
pandemic. I really cannot thank all the staff, and my fellow 
learners enough for this. Soon I will pass through the school 
gates for the last time; however, I leave with more knowledge 
and more wisdom than I started with.

I am so delighted to pass the baton on to the new leaders 
of Curro Krugersdorp for 2022. I am sure you are going to 
change this school for the better. You are the leaders whom 
the learners will look up to for inspiration, who have the spirit, 
and who will excel in all fields. You have always been linked 
with commitment, sacrifice and accomplishments. You have 
proven yourselves worthy. You truly deserve this recognition 
and responsibility. 

With all that has been happening in the past year, and this 
year, the school needs strong leaders to make a difference 
for them. 

My fellow matrics, I know that it’s been a tough journey for 
you to get here. Many a times you must have felt the desire 
to give up or must have been distracted by many other things, 
but you maintained your dedication and with your hard work 
you finally achieved what you wanted to. Your diligence and 
commitment have certainly paid off. This is just the beginning 
of your bright and blooming future, and you are set to conquer 
the world with your intelligence.

After 12 years of waking up at 06:00,  I am certainly eager 
to complete high school. However, a part of me feels 
nostalgic looking back and comprehending how quickly 
the years have gone by. 

There are undeniably a few things that have stuck with 
me over the years. Most things are not as serious as they 
seem to be: quality over quantity in everything, and don’t 
end your English essays off with, ‘and I woke up and it was 
all just a dream.’

I will miss being the only learner who without a doubt 
asks for extra paper during every single test or exam. 

Now more than ever, my advice to any learner goes 
beyond the school walls. Yes, be prepared and organised 
when it comes to your work, but also speak up, let 
your opinions be heard and do not allow yourself to be 
overlooked. 

Schoolwork, as I have learnt, does not define you as 
much as we like to believe it does. What you stand for, 
will inevitably hold more value than your marks.  

HEAD GIRL: Aliyah Limbada

HEAD BOY: 

Khaya Blaai
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Hoewel dit voel asof 2021 vinniger as ander jare verby gevlieg 
het, is dit ’n jaar wat ons as matrieks altyd sal onthou. Ons as 
die Klas van 2021 staan op die punt om ’n groot hoofstuk 
in ons lewens af te sluit en ’n nuwe een te begin. Hoewel 
daar goeie en slegte tye was, het die skool ons baie gebied en 
ons sal eendag kan terugkyk na ’n vreugdevolle hoërskool-
loopbaan. Onder die huidige omstandighede is dit maklik om 
onseker te voel oor die nuwe lewe wat op ons wag, maar 
daar is miljoene matrieks wat dieselfde voel – wat ook by die 
deur van ’n nuwe lewe staan. Dit sal ’n aanpassing wees om 
uit die roetine te kom van die afgelope 12 jaar, maar dit is die 
moeite, hartseer en optimisme werd.

I wish to motivate my fellow matric learners with a quote by 
Babe Ruth who said, ‘Never let the fear of striking out stop 
you from playing the game’. So, I encourage each one of you 
to believe in yourself, take chances and don’t let the fear of 
failure stand in your way! All the best for the upcoming exams. 
May all your hard work be rewarded with great results. 

Aan dié wat agterbly wil ek net vra: Hou jou skool se naam 
hoog. Geniet jou skoolloopbaan. Dit gaan gouer verby as wat 
’n mens dink. Daar sal tye kom wat jy voel asof jy vasgekeer is 
onder werk, maar opgee is nie ’n opsie nie. Sukses is nie iets 
wat maklik bereik word nie. Werk hard, luister in die klaskamer 
en gee jou beste. Onthou, tyd kan jou eie vriend of jou eie 
vyand wees afhangende van hoe jy jou tyd bestee. Maak die 
beste van elke oomblik sodat jy ook eendag met ’n gevoel van 
tevredenheid kan terugdink aan al die herinneringe.

Throughout my high school career, I have been grateful 
to have had a positive experience! I have had encouraging 
teachers who care and put in effort to ensure a conducive 
learning environment, I have had friends who make coming 
to school fun and exciting and I’ve had opportunities to try 
new things, learn and grow in many facets of my life. I think I 
can speak on behalf of many high school learners when I say 
that I was looking forward to my matric year the most. This 
year is always made out to be filled with many fun things and 
a time where we make unforgettable memories.

I would, however, be lying if I said that this year was every-
thing I looked forward to. Unfortunately, it was rather a year 
filled with unmet expectations. We were constantly dealing 
with changing circumstances, uncertain outcomes, and 
disappointments – all out of our control. This, combined 
with the stress and pressure of academic performance truly 
made this year a challenging one. But what is a challenge if 
not worth a shot of overcoming it? While every hit that came 
our way was a chance to give up, it was also an opportunity 
to learn and grow – as this quote by Joyce Meyer says, ‘We 
don’t grow when things are easy, we grow when we face 
challenges’. This year taught us to dig deep and also showed 
us the extent of our own abilities. It was an opportunity for 
us to bond with our peers who were all going through the 
same thing, to rely on each other, uplift, and comfort one 
another and make the most fun out of our situation! 

Looking back at this year, I know that I won’t necessarily 
remember all the things that we missed out on, but rather 
all the things I learnt, both in and out of the classroom, that 
shaped me as a person. 

HEAD BOY:  

Aiden Fransman

HEAD GIRL:  

Keryn Maynard
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HEAD BOY:  
Kamogelo Motau

My journey at Curro Midrand began in 
Grade 10. I know compared to some, it 
seems like a really short time but it’s quality 
over quantity, I say. I’ve been here for three 
amazing years and now my adventure has 
reached its final stage but in such a short 
space of time, Curro Midrand has really 
made a positive impact on my life. I have 
shared countless wonderful memories 
with the teachers and learners alike, and 
that has truly shaped my entire outlook 
on the future. 

Being from the not-so-privileged side of 
Gauteng, my greatest concern was, would 
I be able to keep up or let alone fit in? It 
was something I struggled with at the 
begin ning, but all that eventually changed 
– when Mrs Pillay looked at me, ‘the new 
kid’ and said, ‘You would make a good 
leader’. This one sentence inspired a new 
sense of self-belief which was continuously 
reinforced by the teachers’ passionate 
approach. I acquired the confidence that 
I could conquer anything if I put my mind 
to it.

In my leadership position I was esta-
blishing an ‘older brother’ relationship 
with different learners. At first, it was an 
odd feeling when someone would tell me 
that I was the source of their inspiration 
because we often don’t think of ourselves 
as inspirational figures. However, what 
I’ve learnt during my period of leadership 
is that you can inspire others by just being 
yourself. All you need to do is let your own 
unique light shine. 

Being a prefect has taught me that 
establishing a balance in life is a key 
component to success. The ability to 
balance academic requirements, prefect 
duties and sports responsibilities has 
been one of the many challenges I faced. 
Thankfully, with guidance from Mr Tete, 
Mr Du Toit and the prefect body, I’ve 
learnt that balance comes in many forms 
and now I understand that you should 
know when it’s time to work and when it’s 

My arrival at Curro Midrand Sagewood in 2013 may have 
been completely unexpected, but little did I know how 
life-changing the next few years would be. In contrast to 
my previous school, there was a vibrant aura, a distinct 
positive energy that was felt all around the school; from 
the atmosphere of the school and the passion that exuded 
from the teachers to the friendliness of the learners – even 
to me, someone new. Once I arrived I felt so much lighter, 
and this emerged as the fresh start I truly needed. Through 
my time at Curro Midrand Sagewood I have grown so much 
and I am so grateful that my incredible journey amounted 
in lessons that I will carry with me for the rest of my life.

Over these past years Curro Midrand Sagewood has 
become my second home. It is certainly a place of comfort, 
safety and has a reassuring warmth that makes anyone 
who enters these gates feel completely welcome. Being 
here has been a gift and this experience has moulded 
me into the person I am today. Owing to the continuous 
support and encouragement that I received from my 
teachers and heads of school, Mr Du Toit and Mr Tete, I 
was motivated to reach for the stars. As a result, I invested 
more dedication in every venture I pursued, and this led 
to me to attain academic certificates and sports awards 
which filled me with a renewed sense of joy. But the true 
pinnacle was being elected as the head girl of 2021 – 
making a childhood dream of mine a reality. 

The role came with a set of new responsibilities but at 
Curro Midrand Sagewood we are blessed to have teachers 
who always see the potential in us and drive us towards 
being the best that we can be. They have never given up on 
anyone and this sets our school apart. I now understand 
better than ever that, although life is a difficult journey, 
having a supportive structure at school will motivate you 
to keep looking forward. I tried my best to reinforce this 
idea in the way I carried out my duties. 

To the Class of 2022, all good things do come to an end 
eventually and looking back at my schooling career, I 
happily reminisce on every simple yet special moment. 
I advise you all to treasure the roller-coaster ride of 
feelings you experience as it will bring strength, diligence, 
and determination. Time is precious and life will shift 
suddenly. So, cherish your time with each other because 
circumstances are bound to change. When it is your time 
to shine, give it your very best and remember that we will 
always be here, cheering you on! Good luck and God bless.

DEPUTY HEAD GIRL: Didintle Onica Mbele

time to have a bit of fun. Above all, 
I’ve learnt that there will always be 
a loving and caring Curro Midrand 
staff member who is willing to help 
and guide you and I am so grateful 
for this.

To the Class of 2022, I thought 
about writing a very extensive 
motivational message about how 
to succeed in life, without giving 
any practical instructions but in 
the true spirit of my nature as 
Kamogelo Motau, I decided to give 
you all your last instructions. Please 
do abide by these: 

1. Live your life to the fullest.

2. The definition of your own suc–
cess should be a life you are most 
content with. If it makes you smile 
regardless of what people say and 
if it makes you happy, then you 
have truly succeeded.

3. Remember, life is 90% what 
hap pens and 10% how you react. 
So always choose to keep your chin 
up and be happy.

4. Work hard for your dreams and 
they will work out.

5. Don’t look at anything as a 
failure, but rather as a lesson 
learnt. 

I hope this to-do list helps you on 
every path of life you plan to travel. 
You are part of the reason why my 
high school life was so amazing and 
for this, I thank you. 
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Dear Grade 12 Class of 2022

Dealing with grades, studying and preparing 
for finals can be stressful – but in the end, your 
grades don’t define you.

Take the time to discover the different dimen-
sions of your potential being. You don’t want to 
leave Grade 12 knowing that you lived only a 
fractional inkling of what is really within you.

A little progress each day adds up to big results. 
This doesn’t only count for exams, but for 
yourself too. Grow, enjoy, smile, and don’t waste 
time on the things you can’t control. Do your 
best and forget the rest. Looking back, I wish I 
had spent less time on worrying. Have faith in 
yourself and believe that things always work out 
perfectly the way they should. 

Be yourself. You are so much more than an 
index of insecurities and a forest of fears. Let 
Grade 12 be the year that you turn your library 
of lost dreams into reality.

Lastly, remember you are so much more – the 
you that you are yet to be.

Before I say anything, I’d like to thank you all. Thank you to my class-
mates for voting for me, thank you to management and teachers 
for trusting me with the responsibility and to my fellow council 
members for respecting me and allowing me to lead you guys.

To my fellow matrics, guys I’m so proud of us. This year was 
supposed to be something of a nightmare for us, but during this 
year I’ve been more exposed to our character as a generation 
than ever. It was definitely an unconventional ride, but our 
ability to continue putting one step forward even when life kept 
pushing us two steps back, is something that speaks volumes on 
our resilience and determination. Those are excellent qualities to 
have as we face the next chapter of our lives. 

In addition, I’d like to wish the next group of leaders good luck 
for next year. To those who weren’t part of the learner council, if 
you are set on being a good leader you will send waves that will 
be felt by the entire high school, because greatness has no past 
experience, it can only be experienced. 

My last thanks goes to all the parents. Thank you for believing in 
us and never giving up on us.  It is you who saw our real value. It 
is you who have made us who we are today and I would like to 
thank you for that.

I wish each and every one of you luck, I pray God’s richest 
blessings over you, peace and prosperity, until we meet again.

HEAD LEADER: 

Monique 
Potgieter
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Listen to advice and accept discipline, and at the end you will be 
counted among the wise. 

Our final year at Curro Mount Richmore. One filled with 
laughter, tears and piles of exams. As we draw closer to the 
final chapter of our high school years, various thoughts fill our 
heads, such as: What am I going to do next year, will we still be 
friends, are the finals going to be hard? These are questions 
that only the future can answer. A future that is so uncertain, 
it’s scary. One thing, however, is certain   Curro Mount Richmore 
will forever be a part of who I am, what I have become and the 
future I am yet to build. 

One cannot mention the future without talking about their past. 
Your past is what sculpted you into the exemplary person you 
are today. I am truly grateful and blessed to have Curro Mount 
Richmore as the sculptors of my future. Curro Mount Richmore 
has moulded me into the person I am today. The staff, teachers 
and coaches have equipped me with not only the necessary tools, 
but the necessary mindset to excel in the outside world. I have 
achieved greatly on my path here, but nothing would have been 
possible were it not for the hands of the Lord and the staff at 
my amazing school who have guided me to be the best person I 
could possibly be. I plan for a future filled with love and success. 

My dream is to play rugby in France one day, representing my 
family and school, holding their names high.  If it were not for the 
time and effort invested in me by Mr Shaun Blignaut, my family 
and school, this dream would never be able to become a reality. 

My peers and I really feel sad that our final year at our lovely 
school is coming to an end. Curro Mount Richmore has had 
an absolutely positive impact on my life, as well as on many 
of my fellow matriculants. Ever since I started at Curro in 
Grade 6, I have received tremendous amounts of support, 
encouragement and positivity from our school community.  

Curro Mount Richmore brings out the best in each and every 
one of the learners by helping us gain more confidence in 
everything we do, empowering us to always be the best we 
can be and providing support to prepare us for life beyond 
school. Having had teachers who are super uplifting and 
supportive, my schooling years will be a fond memory that I 
will always look back on with a smile.

My teachers have been kind, caring and nurturing, always 
placing their learners’ well-being at school above their own; this 
was clearly shown in subjects where participation levels were 
high as learners displayed their love towards these subjects 
and their teachers. These teachers not only taught us; they 
have inspired us, helped us grow and encouraged us while 
teaching. Each learner has had the opportunity to express and 
be themselves in these positive classroom environments. 

I feel extremely grateful and privileged to be able to call 
Curro Mount Richmore my second home. Next year I plan to 
study at Stellenbosch University, and without the guidance 
and knowledge gained from my amazing teachers at Curro 
Mount Richmore, this might have felt almost impossible. 

HEAD BOY: 

Ethan Botha

HEAD GIRL:  

Lizani 
Labuschagné
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2021, what a year – matric dance, matric 
valediction, preliminary exams, final exams and 
of course COVID-19. COVID-19 definitely made 
the keeping of traditions and the organising of 
events challenging. What I learnt this year was to 
not be afraid to ask for help from those around 
me. As they say, two heads work better than one. 
Your friends make school so much more fun so 
surround yourself with peers who want the best 
from you and lift you up. This way you will never 
fail. I would advise other and prospective leaders 
to get out of their comfort zones and press for 
new and unique ideas at your school. Reach out to 
people with whom you normally don’t associate. 
From the heart, school isn’t that long – make the 
most out of it. Work hard and play hard with your 
friends, celebrate your victories and just hold on 
because in the blink of an eye you will be out in 
the real world. In the words of Dr Suess, ‘Don’t cry 
because it’s over, smile because it happened.’

HEAD GIRL: Safaa JinaHEAD BOY: Hugo Endemann

Over the last 12 years I have walked a journey that many walk. 
However, each of our paths are different. 

Primary school is like a long-lost memory. But Grade 8 seems 
like it was just last year. I remember orientation and the first 
time wearing my Curro blazer. I can so clearly recall my first 
high school hockey game, and my very first register class, 
which was a clown of a class if I may add. Massive shoutout to 
the first E5 class of Curro Nelspruit. 

Looking back, I’ve made the best memories and even better 
friends. Along the way, I’ve stumbled over some unseen rocks 
and battled past the obstacles in my path.

My journey is now at an end; I can very clearly see my 
destination, which by the way, is only a brief stop before my 
next adventure. 

I advise every learner to enjoy every moment of their schooling 
experience. It slips by so quickly; savour every moment.

Enjoy the sports days, the assemblies, and bantering in class 
with your friends. Speak to new people, make new friends. Try 
out a new sports or cultural activity. 

My last bit of advice is very controversial, but I stand by it and 
I wish that someone had told me this sooner: it is okay to quit. 
If you’ve tried your best but you feel like a certain thing is not 
good for you, quit.  It is okay to have a bad day, or even a bad 
week. You do not always have to have everything figured out. 
Plan, but leave room for changes. 

Unfortunately, my last two years were ‘ruined’ by COVID-19, 
but that doesn’t make it any less special. I still cherish the 
memories we made via online classes and through House 
Party with my friends. Don’t let COVID-19 be a reason to stop 
having the time of your life.
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As my time at Curro Roodeplaat comes to 
an end, I am filled with sorrow. While the 
reality of leaving a school filled with so many 
wonderful people behind me sets in, I am sad, 
but also thankful that I was able to be part 
of the greatness that is Curro Roodeplaat. I 
firmly believe that the school has moulded 
me into someone better, someone  of whom 
I can be proud. 

While my stay at Curro Roodeplaat has been 
a relatively short one (three years), I’ve made 
an unfathomable number of memories with 
my peers and my teachers. From my very 
first day at Curro I’ve felt accepted, almost 
as if I was part of something bigger than just 
a school. While I haven’t had the pleasure of 
watching the school itself grow as much as 
some of my peers, I’ve watched many of my 
fellow learners grow in their own ways. 

The thing I enjoyed most about Curro 
Roodeplaat and something I’ll perhaps miss 
the most, is its ability to connect people. 
Learners of all races, creeds and cultures 
are given the opportunity to mix with each 
other in the school environment, forming 
unforgettable bonds in the process. 

I am unbelievably grateful to have met 
everybody I have at Curro Roodeplaat and I 

Curro Roodeplaat is a school that constantly 
made me feel at home and a part of something 
great. The school has taught me so much 
and has contributed to the successes I have 
enjoyed and equipped me for the challenges 
that I will face in the future. 

I have been fortunate enough to be in Curro 
Roodeplaat for the past 10 years. I have seen 
the school grow, from the old building, to 
being the first Grade 9 group on the new 
school grounds at the new high school, to 
seeing every learner arrive at school and 
to seeing all the matrics finish school and 
follow their dreams. 

I have had friends, opportunities, failure and 
success come and go, and most importantly, 
teachers who have taught me the curriculum 
and so much more!

If there is any advice I would give to the 
next matric group, head girl, or any learner 
entering the school, it would be:

1. As a grade, you should always be a 
unit, be one, because that is when your 
grade changes from strangers, to friends, 
to family. Family away from home in this 

HEAD BOY: 

Nicholas 
Mgwenya

would like to share my gratitude to all those who 
work tirelessly to keep the Curro Roodeplaat 
wheel turning, day in, day out. Everybody from 
the ground staff, teachers and admin staff all 
the way up to the school management, play a 
massive roll in keeping our school alive, so on 
behalf of the Class of 2021, we thank you all. 

As for the Grade 8s, the best advice I could 
give you is to have fun. You will have many 
highs and lows, but what awaits you at the 
end is truly worth it: a high school experience 
where lifelong bonds and friendships will be 
formed. So, enjoy high school, after all it is a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

To the Class of 2022, enjoy your matric 
year and treasure every moment thereof. 
Although it is hard work, it really is a case 
of ‘blink and you’ll miss it’. Make sure to 
appreciate those around you as they will 
guide you through the final chapter of your 
schooling career. Good luck to all of you. 

Our new prefects, see yourselves as the 
example of the school. Remember that it is 
all about growth, so you’re allowed to make 
mistakes along the way. To the new head 
prefects, be the link between the learners 
and the high school management. 

school is so important because those are 
the people who will in the end have your 
back, and that is what is needed. 

2. Do not let anyone control who you are, 
and always try your best to always be 
yourself. 

3. Accept deadlines and never procrasti
nate because that will be your greatest 
setback and enemy.  

4. Find someone to look up to. 
5. Lastly, always make sure you have time 
to yourself to have fun and have no regrets, 
because time flies by and it is time you will 
never get back. 

Those still in school: Continue to do your best, 
be your best and don’t take any experience, 
occasion or moment for granted. Respect, 
appreciate and trust your teachers, and their 
knowledge. Play hard, but work even harder. 

Those finishing school soon: May the next 
few years be blessed and amazing. May you 
achieve everything you want and need. Work 
hard for the last few high school exams. 

To our teachers: I am forever grateful, for 
your time, knowledge and life lessons you 
have passed on. You are the reason I am 
where I am today! 

HEAD GIRL:  

Kelahoko 
Phahlane
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My journey at Curro Secunda began two years ago, in 2019, 
when I first stepped into the school. I was a nervous wreck 
on my first day as I didn’t know what to expect and wondered 
whether or not I would fit in. Fast forward two years later and 
I can proudly say that my time at Curro Secunda has been 
nothing but amazing.

Curro Secunda has molded me into the responsible leader 
I am today. I am confident enough to say that I am ready 
to face the real world equipped with all the important life 
lessons I have learnt at this school. 

Some advice for the next group of learners: No matter 
how challenging and hectic life may be, it is important to 
remember that you owe it to yourself to be consistent, you 
owe it to yourself to be disciplined and you owe it to no-one 
but yourself to be focused. 

As I spend my last few days at school, I reflect each 
day on what an eventful year it has been! BB King once 
said, ‘The beautiful thing about learning is that no-
one can take it away from you’. I encourage learners 
to keep their motivation towards their schoolwork 
consistent, take notes where it’s necessary and, 
above all, cherish each moment they have left of 
school – it only comes once! I am grateful for the time 
I have spent throughout my high school career. I have 
learnt so much through this experience, including the 
experience of being a head leader. Some words of 
wisdom for the future leaders to come: Acknowledge 
your fellow leaders’ differences and respect them, 
have patience, always make sure your team sticks 
together, be willing to make sacrifices for them and, 
lastly, go to school with the intention of being the 
difference and making a difference. I wish both the 
learners and future leaders all the best for the next 
year, and many more to come. Raise our flag high!

HEAD LEADER:  Naledi Mphahlele C
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HEAD LEADER: Boithaopo Mikgatsi
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first interhouse athletics meeting in Grade 
8, that led to our Grade 8 sleepover, to my 
first night school where I got to experience 
PE in the dark and re-enact Romeo and 
Juliet’s balcony scene among real stars and 
a (somewhat) real balcony … Those first few 
days in high school shaped the idea of the 
person I wanted to be at the end of matric. 

The years that followed, with the introduction 
of things such as Curro Create, which allowed 
me to tap into my creative side and learn so 
much more about my capabilities outside of an 
academic playing field, gave me the experiences 
necessary to grow into and alter the perception 
of that person. Now that it’s almost over, I can’t 
wait to take all of these teachings, experiences, 
memories, relationships and even academic 
skills with me wherever I go – be it to university 
or into the workforce. I cannot wait to go do my 
younger self proud. Maybe I’m not entirely who 
she thought I’d be when she started this journey, 
but I’d like to believe I’m someone even better.

If any of you are stuck on what you want to 
do with your life in the years to come, don’t 
be. So much of the future is unplanned and 
unknown. Three years ago, I don’t think any of 
us could have predicted a pandemic coming 
and changing all the plans we had for our final 
days as high school learners. And, just like we 
couldn’t pre-empt COVID-19, we can’t pre-empt 
every last bit of our future. 

What we can do, however, is make sure that by 
the time we get there, we’ve made memories, 
made mistakes, learnt lessons, fostered friend-
ships, strengthened bonds and had moun tains 
of fun. So, focus on making sure you’re happy 
and doing your best now. Once that’s done, 
you’ll find it’s so much easier to take baby steps 
towards your dreams, goals and future.
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High School has taught me one thing: We all 
have our own idiosyncrasies and adventures 
that define who we are. We are the main 
character of our own book. We are the 
captain of our own ship. Most significantly, 
we are the leaders of our own lives. And I am 
proud to say that my high school experience 
was my adventure! My question: How are 
you LEADING your life? 

I strongly believe there is an incredible 
quirkiness about life that we should all 
welcome with open arms. For example, 

Normally, when someone asks me to describe 
my high school years to them, or even the 
most memorable things that have tran-
spired since I took the first step out of the 
antechamber of childhood into the main hall 
of adolescence, I’m able to recall everything 
easily, like it happened just yesterday. Yet, 
when I was asked to write this letter to all of 
you, it felt as though the last five years hadn’t 
happened, because it had only just set in that 
it was truly the end of my high school days. 

Soon, I’d no longer be shouting to my mom 
from my room to tell her that I’ll have to take 
my dinner to-go because my assignments 
aren’t done yet. Soon, my days would no longer 
start at 06:00 of one day and end at 01:00 of the 
next. Soon, I would have to be the one to worry 
about which direction I’m heading in – not my 
parents, my teachers or even my friends. 

It finally set in that I was closing this chapter of 
my life. And yet, despite how anxious I am for 
the future, I cannot wait for it to begin. 

The last five years as a Geti have been ones I 
would never trade in for anything. From my 

HEAD BOY: 

Nivikar Ravinand

HEAD GIRL: 

Maluta Netshipale

on the first day of high school, I was just a 
lion cub entering the family pride of Curro 
Serengeti where, in the pathway, stood our 
leader, Mr Du Toit. He stopped my mom 
and me and told me it’s time to carry my 
own bags because I am a big boy now. I now 
understand that high school is the place 
where we begin to carry everything that 
makes and breaks us to become who we are. 
It is vital as human beings to embrace how 
God is changing us in the changing seasons 
of growth. 

My words of encouragement shout that it is 
okay to feel uncertain or insecure. It is okay 
not to have it all figured out by now. Take 
time to dream about the adventures of the 
life that you want to experience and start 
making those dreams your daily goals. The 
biggest lie you could ever tell yourself is that 
you cannot live your dream. 

My advice to you, my reader, is to become 
an ambassador of the life you choose to 
live, because that will aid you not just in 
school, but in each year of your life. You are 
self-empowered. You are precious. And in 
the words of a poet, ‘Your smile could cure 
cancer and end all wars, so wear it daily!’.

To the Class of 2022, allow me to conclude 
with the motivation that led me through my 
rough patches in high school: 
• ‘Don’t be too tough on yourself’, said Mr 
Du Toit.
Be kind to yourself, child of God.
• As Mr Mabena once said, ‘Rome wasn’t 
built in a day’.
Be patient with yourself, champion.
• And as Mrs Hoffman once said, ‘You need 
to believe in yourself’.
Believe. Faithfully believe.

With the weight of the world on your 
shoulders, know that God would never give 
you what you cannot handle. If you are given 
tremendous storms to walk through, know 
that God believes you can. Let your instinct 
and Holy Spirit guide you. And remember to 
lead your days as you would lead a child. 
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‘When something is important enough, you do it 
even if the odds are not in your favour.’ – Elon Musk

Matric is not easy – some days are quite challenging 
and it might feel as if the odds are against you. 
Lockdown regulations for COVID-19 completely 
disrupted the way we related to school, from 
academics to sport and culture, but even with this, 
the loads of homework, assessments and ‘60 lines’, 
I look back on many memorable experiences. 
Amidst this global pandemic, Curro Sitari took 
part in the Shakespeare Schools Festival at the 
Artscape Theatre. In 2019, despite being one of the 
smallest schools, we received the most Kryptonite 
rewards for our participation in CAS. Our school 
has an outstanding team of soccer players who 
have a passion for their sport. As a school, we 
have demonstrated our resilience and ability to 
overcome the odds.

I have confidence in every single learner of Curro 
Sitari – I know that you can do anything that is 
important to you, even if the odds are against 
you. Remember, anything is possible with hard 
work, consistency and perseverance. 

If I could put my experience at Curro Sitari 
into one word, one of two things would 
happen: it would be a ridiculously long 
word, or my brain would short-circuit.

I have always been a people’s person, but 
during my last years in primary school I’d 
begun to lose that part of myself because 
of the many hurtful words I’d taken 
to heart. Curro Sitari brought that girl 
back. The vibrant, humorous and ever-
so-talkative person I am now was truly 
brought out by this school. I was taught 
that being anyone other than yourself is 
a crime to the people who care about you, 
especially yourself.

The teachers and learners really showed 
me the importance of self-discovery and 
time management – contrasting, I know. 
However, it has really helped me clear away 
most of the stress that comes with trying 
to figure out your future. High school is a 
very crucial stage for all learners and the 
teachers at Curro Sitari always try to make 

HEAD GIRL: 

Phoebe Mgxaji

sure that you are doing well, academically 
and emotionally. I cannot tell you how 
many times I’ve been told, ‘seriously, 
Phoebe, if you need anything I’m always 
available’. It honestly could even pass for 
being a song by now.

To anyone who is reading this I’d like to 
advise you to, firstly, always be yourself 
– like I’ve already mentioned, it’s a crime 
to be anyone else. Secondly, always make 
sure that in everything that you are doing, 
you give your absolute best. Whether it be 
academic or cultural, always give your all. 
Lastly, we are all going to fall at numerous 
points in our lives, but don’t just sit there 
and complain about the lumpy ground – 
take a stick and plan how you’re going to 
get back up! You’ll even start to appreciate 
the famous Sitari teachers’ song, ‘seriously, 
if you need anything I’m always available.’

In everything you do, always remember to 
DREAM BIG!

HEAD BOY: Josh Steyn

Please note that the images and captions for the yearbook pages were compiled by the Class of 2021.48 | Page | RETURN TO CONTENTS PAGE | Matric 2021
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‘Strength and growth come only through continuous effort and struggle.’ This quote 
highlights my experience and what has fuelled me to get this far, from being a 
young 13-year-old who knew pretty much nothing about the privilege I was about to 
experience being part of the Thatchfield team.

Looking back, it brings me great pleasure to acknowledge the challenges I have had 
to overcome through my sport and, just overall, the baggage or responsibility that 
comes with being a teenager. More than anything, it puts a smile on my face to be 
able to wake up in my room and see the many certificates on my wall and know that 
one day I can return to the school and see my name engraved on the boards in the 
school hall. Allow me bragging rights:

I have participated in athletics, soccer and netball, winning numerous awards, such as 
netball player of the year for two years as well as sportswoman of the year in 2018.

I have attended TUKS athletics every year since 2018, never missing a practice. 

I have obtained awards at Curro Nationals, receiving half colours and, this year, 
making it to the final stage before districts in netball.

I have been able to balance sport and academics, and not once did I use my sport as 
an excuse to not focus academically.

My biggest highlight is being granted the opportunity to play netball in the UK, which 
was the most beautiful thing to experience as I had never travelled overseas before. 

Curro Thatchfield has allowed me to learn the skill of great self-discipline, which I 
know will carry me all my life.

Reflecting on the year thus far, many adjectives 
come to mind: unusual, challenging, inspiring, 
uncertain and enjoyable. The year has been 
a rollercoaster of ups and downs, each one 
moulding and changing our perception of the 
world we live in.  

Our greatest challenge for the year was 
learning under the occurrence of the COVID-19 
pandemic. It changed both our physical learning 
environment and emotional take on life. We 
were thrown into a world that compelled us to 
a broader sense of hygiene, changing the face 
of learning in our classrooms. On the brighter 
side we, as learners, had the marvellous 
opportunity of being introduced to online and 
hybrid learning. We will forever be indebted 
to our teachers for making learning possible 
under such trying conditions.

We are most indebted to the family of Curro 
Thatchfield for the confidence they have 
instilled in us, as we are now empowered to 
embrace the challenges of the future unmoved 
and unafraid. We have also had the privilege 
of spending our time in the company of some 
incredible and diverse individuals, which has 
changed how we see the world and our place 
therein.

We look forward to taking on the challenges 
that life will throw at us, knowing, and carrying 
with us, the grounding we received at Curro 
Thatchfield.

PRESIDENT:  

Ubuntu 
Xaluva

VICE-PRESIDENT: 

Neo Shange
VICE-PRESIDENT: 

Blessing Sebaeng
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I’m a member of the learner council at Curro 
Uitzicht. Something I learnt at Curro is that 
integrity is key. Therefore, it would be dishonest 
to say that I got along with every teacher. What I 
can say, however, is that Curro Uitzicht fulfils its 
goal of educating the next generation perfectly.

I used to be an unruly learner to put it lightly. I 
was a menace in class, disrespectful and basically 
unteachable. This was due to my troubled past. 
Speaking from experience, learners such as 
this fall through the cracks of the mainstream 
schooling system, but Curro Uitzicht had other 
plans. They worked closely with my parents, and 
through many meetings, constant involvement in 
and care about me and my academic prospects, 
they have brought me to where I am today. Trust 
me, if you knew me two years ago you would 
never have thought I would be writing this essay. 

So, what would I do if I could redo my school 
career? I would enrol with Curro Uitzicht from day 
one. I would also like to give a special thanks to 
all my teachers for setting me on a different path. 
Well, I guess you can say I honestly have had the 
most rewarding experience at Curro Uitzicht, and 
I am thankful for that.

It’s hard and very sad to say farewell to Curro 
Uitzicht, my next adventure is awaiting. We 
are a small school , more like a community. 
I arrived in Grade 8 when Curro Uitzicht was 
still Dot’s Learning Centre. In the five years 
that I’ve been at Curro Uitzicht, I’ve grown 
as an independent person, created life-long 
friendships and memories.

The amount of love and support every 
learner receives at our school is honestly 
unbelievable. To me matric was like a roller 
coaster, it brought me joy and tears, but it’s 
very important to remember: Keep your eye 
on the goal and don’t lose sight of it.

I will miss most of the catch-up sessions I had 
with the teachers in the mornings and the 
latest gossip. Curro Uitzicht really formed 
me as a person, and I will be forever grateful.

To future Grade 12s: Good luck and remind 
yourself no matter how hard it is, you are 
going to make it! 

HEAD BOY: Ethan Bell HEAD GIRL: 

Kristen-Leigh Bester 
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PRESIDENT:   

Nkhumishe Kgomo

What a year 2021 has been. It was 
difficult to celebrate achievements and 
milestones knowing that we are in the 
midst of a battle against the deadly 
COVID-19 pandemic. Fortunately, there 
seems to be a light at the end of the 
tunnel – with more and more people 
getting vaccinated. I would also like to 
urge my peers to get vaccinated so that 
we can protect the ones we cherish the 
most.

We are the first NCV Level 4 group 
(equivalent to Grade 12) and with the 
practical skills we have learnt over the 
three years some of my peers will be 
furthering their studies at different 
universities next year while others will 
be going into the workforce – which 
is very exciting to see. Doing the NCV 
programme has definitely given us more 
options as a group. We can see this now 
because some will start working with 
the skills they have learnt while others 
have been accepted for learnerships 
and internship programmes. Some will 
be looking to use their skills to start 
businesses and others will continue 
their studies. So, it has been an exciting 
journey. We are however sad that we 
have to separate from the people who 
have become family, but we are also 
excited for what the world has to offer.

It is indeed time to spread our wings 
and fly and l pray that every learner 
who is sitting for the final external exam 
obtains wisdom from up above and that 
his/her potential is unlocked. Thank you.

Curro Holdings Ltd has been provisionally registered with the 
Department of Higher Education until 31 December 2022.
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Being the first head boy of my school was such a great 
experience even though I really didn’t have a guide on how 
to be a head boy. Everybody looked up to me and respected 
me, but I had to earn that respect. I found it challenging 
to be the leader. I had to carry myself around people in a 
respectful manner, because I knew that the younger learners 
looked up to me.

Other than that, what is really important, is academics. That 
should be your main priority. There will be a lot of distractions, 
but you should be able to overcome them. Distractions such 
as hobbies should be sacrificed, because they may be time-
consuming. Put your schoolwork first.

From the beginning of the year, you should fully commit 
yourself to your schoolwork. Always know that your teachers 
are there for you and they want nothing but the best for you. 
It is important that you have a good relationship with them. 

Believing in yourself will help you a lot, as you might fail here 
and there, but that shouldn’t drag you down. Trust yourself. 
Trust God. Have ‘Godfidence’. You can do this!

Being the first head girl at Curro Academy Clayville has been 
a great journey for me. I have learnt things about myself that 
I didn’t know. I have learnt to be patient and I have developed 
my leadership skills, laying the foundation for future leaders. 

I didn’t have it easy always, but I experienced great moments 
as the head girl. I have learnt to work with other prefects 
and my peers, to deal with people’s personalities and to 
understand that everyone has their own character. We all 
come from different backgrounds.

My high school journey at Curro Academy Clayville started in 
2019 in Grade 10. I had failed Grade 10 at my previous school 
before transferring to Curro. From the very first day I entered 
through the gates of the school, I felt welcomed. The first 
highlight of being a learner at Curro Academy Clayville was 
being part of the top 5 academic achievers every term. The 
past three years in this school have been nothing but bliss. I 
wouldn’t have chosen another school to finish Grade 12. 

Remember: Tough times don’t last, only tough people last.

HEAD BOY: 

Smiso 

Simelane
HEAD GIRL: 

Kamogelo 
Monyela
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‘There are no secrets to success. It is the 
result of preparation, hard work, learning 
from failure.’ This is a quote by Colin 
Powell that I have always believed in and, 
following it, I have thrived and grown into 
a confident being. To believe in myself has 
always been my first priority.

Time flies so fast. Looking back, high 
school is just like a movie – a lot of things 
happened. High school is three years of 
growing up and probably a time in your life 
where you go through the most changes. 
In high school you can discover yourself 
and find out who you are as a person. Each 
year is special and unique in its own way. 

My journey through high school was a 
tough one, especially because I decided 
to not only focus on academic work, but 
also to invest quality time in extramural 
activities. I wanted more than just 
academic excellence; I wanted to be a 
leader, I wanted to add value to every 
aspect of my life, I wanted a rounded 
education and not just mere schooling. 
My story is what I would like to share with 
people, and how I really made it, and how 
this defines my personality. 

My journey through high school was scary 
yet exciting. The six years I spent at Curro 
Academy Mahikeng have surely been a 
learning experience. The confidence and 
motivation they gave me I couldn’t have 
found anywhere else. Most importantly, 
it is the place where I recognised my 
uniqueness and individuality. My high 
school life is no less than a treasure for 
me, and it gave me invaluable joys in life. It 
has indeed been an unforgettable journey 
that will remain in my heart forever.

To the Class of 2022, a dream does not 
become reality through magic. It takes 
sweat, determination and hard work. 
Remember that excellence is not a skill, it 
is an attitude. Your only enemy is yourself, 
so believe in yourself and finish the race 
with pride. Nothing is impossible!

HEAD GIRL: 

Gomolemo 
Chenepe
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First and foremost I would like to take this 
opportunity to extend my gratitude to the 
school for choosing me as the first head girl of 
Curro Academy Mamelodi 2021. 

My first day of school at Curro Academy 
Mamelodi was at the beginning of my Grade 
11 year. I started attending due to difficulties 
at home and the fact that I urgently needed a 
school at that time. Curro Academy Mamelodi 
accepted and treated me like their own. It was 
surprising and shocking because who could’ve 
thought that a stranger could become family so 
easily? This impacted my life positively because 
my hope and faith levels started increasing. 

Curro Academy Mamelodi encouraged me 
to work hard and study more than ever – my 
results should speak louder. I met the learners 
there, my fellow classmates became siblings, 
and this made education/learning easier and 
more fun. Therefore, I would like to thank the 
school again for allowing me to be their guide 
to success. It doesn’t stop here – we shall 
continue with our book because there are a 
lot of chapters still missing. I strongly believe 
in my fellow classmates, and that’s why I can 
confidently call us future leaders. 

I would like to share some words of encou rage-
ment, wisdom and pos itivity with the matricu-
lants of 2022, with an inspirational poem: 

To my school

I would love to share my blessings and good 
luck wishes to matriculants of 2022. I would 
also love to say thank you for making me your 
head boy – I’m pleased and overwhelmed to 
hold this position and therefore convey my 
utmost gratitude 

At first when I came to Curro Academy 
Mamelodi, I was a quiet and shy learner with 
an adventurous imagination. All learners and 
teachers accepted me for who I am and so 
did I.  We worked the year like it was nothing, 
having a stronger connection day by day and 
achieving our best as a team. When we reached 
matric we were already a family.  Seeing this 
made me happy and gave me hope and faith in 
the team. I am their leader and will lead them 
to greatness.

I’d also like to thank the school for encouraging 
me to work harder than before and helping 
me maintain my focus for greater things – 
commitment teaches you discipline.

I would like to share a poem by Ben Okri with 
the matrics of 2022. With a loving heart I say 
good luck.

Our Deepest Fear
By Marianne Williamson

Our deepest fear is not that we are 
inadequate. 
Our deepest fear is that we are powerful 
beyond measure. 
It is our light, not our darkness
That most frightens us.
We ask ourselves
Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, 
talented, fabulous?
Actually, who are you not to be? 
You are a child of God.
Your playing small 
Does not serve the world. 
There’s nothing enlightened about 
shrinking 
So that other people won’t feel insecure 
around you.
We are all meant to shine, 
As children do. 
We were born to make manifest 
The glory of God that is within us.
It’s not just in some of us; 
It’s in everyone.
And as we let our own light shine, 
We unconsciously give other people 
permission to do the same. 
As we’re liberated from our own fear, 
Our presence automatically liberates 
others.
To the matriculants of 2021, let’s strive for 
progress and not perfection.

HEAD BOY:  
Tetelo 
Abram 
Mokwala

HEAD GIRL:  

Lebogang 
Mokoena

An African Elegy 
We are the miracles that God made
To taste the bitter fruit of Time.
We are precious.
And one day our suffering 
Will turn into the wonders of the earth.
There are things that bum me now
Which turn golden when I am happy.
Do you see the mystery of our pain?
That we bear the poverty 
And are able to sing and dream sweet things.
And that we never curse the air when it is warm
Or the fruit when it tastes so good 
Or the light that bounces gently on the waters?
We bless the things even in our pain.
We bless them in silence.
That is why our music is so sweet.
There are secret miracles at work 
That only Time will bring forth.
I too have heard the dead singing.
And they tell me that 
This life is good
They tell me to love it gently 
With fire, and always with hope.
There is wonder here 
And there is surprise 
In everything the unseen moves.
The ocean is full of songs.
The sky is not an enemy.
Destiny is our friend.
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HEAD BOY:  

Tshiya Mosese

Firstly, I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Curro management for 
allowing me the opportunity to share with 
you today. You might all look at me now 
and see me as just a head boy. But a man 
is more than his title and his position. This 
is one of the first things I learnt when I 
pursued and took on this role. I did not 
grow up in a place of privilege or with an 
abundance of opportunities like those we 
all enjoy here today, some of which we 
do not even see the value of and take for 
granted. In my experience, as head boy 
of this incredible school, I have interacted 
with exceptional learners, and teachers 
who have dedicated their lives to their 
profession. 

As head boy, I also had new respon-
sibilities and a lot of expectations, both 
from others and of myself. I’m happy to 
stand here today and tell you that all of it 
was worth it. I learnt how to interact with 
diverse groups and how to communicate 
effectively in different contexts. I learnt 
the value of time management, living a 
balanced life where I could read a book 
and then see far beyond it, and recognising 
opportunities I would never have thought 
of if I was not in this environment. Curro 
Academy Pretoria fosters growth, builds 
self-esteem, nourishes potential and 
provides all the necessary tools to ensure 
a conducive environment for academic 
excellence.

My journey does not end here. I will go 
further into different paths of life with new 
knowledge and insights. I will walk into 
university and know that I need not worry 
because this has been my preparation. I 
will go further and find employment or be 
an entrepreneur and people will listen to 
me, recognise my work ethic and ask me 
what school I went to. Who knows, maybe 
I’ll keep a copy of this speech and send it 
to them and ask them to read it because I 
do not like to repeat myself!

Being head girl of Curro Academy 
Pretoria in 2021 has been the 
greatest pleasure of my life.

I appreciate the opportunity it has 
given me to step into each one of 
the learners’ lives and, hopefully, 
change it for the better.

The year 2021 has not been the 
easiest year, but the teachers and 
the executive body made it such a 
heart-warming experience.

Curro Academy Pretoria has 
offered me quality education and 
a home away from home. This is 
because the teachers and the staff 
have made it a safe space for me.

Thank you to the staff, thank 
you to all the teachers who have 
spent their time helping me to 
grow and to gain more knowledge 
through my schoolwork, thank you 
to the learners for giving me the 
opportunity to make sure Curro 
Academy Pretoria is a better place 
for them. And, to the Class of 2021, 
thank you! 

It has not been easy for us, but we 
are going to show the world what 
we are made of. We are going 
to strive for the best despite the 
challenges because we are stronger 
than we think. So let us aspire to 
inspire, before we expire!

Thank you

HEAD GIRL: Mufaro 
Chikazunga

C
U

RRO
 AC

AD
EM

Y PRETO
RIA

62 | Page | RETURN TO CONTENTS PAGE | Matric 2021



HEAD BOY:  
Phiwayinkosi Mkhabela

HEAD GIRL: Chidema Okoye

As Curro Academy Riverside’s head girl I was tasked 
with the duty of writing a letter on my experience at 
this school. I have had one of the best experiences 
there was to offer.

Before I enrolled at Curro Academy Riverside, I was 
a young girl who didn’t have any aspirations and 
would settle for the bare minimum. The wonderful 
teachers at Curro helped me realise that I have a lot 
to offer. They also made me realise that intelligence 
isn’t something that you are born with but rather 
it is something that you acquire with practise and 
determination.

In my personal experience I have seen my results 
improve tremendously. People may ask ‘how?’ but it 
is simply because of the motivation I received from 
all my teachers. Some people aren’t as educationally 
driven as I might be, but not to worry, Curro Academy 
Riverside has countless sports programmes that 
allow those who are physically gifted to unlock their 
true potential.

If you were to tell me a few years back that I would 
be head girl, I would not have believed you. I would 
have told you that I have no leadership skills and 
my marks are terrible to be able to have such an 
honourable experience. But look at me now. I am 
one of my school’s top achievers and I am on my way 
to becoming a medical doctor. I have Curro Academy 
Riverside to give thanks to. I  think every child in the 
world should go to a Curro school! If only that was 
possible.

One thing that one should always bare in their mind, is 
knowing who one’s true friends are. Being friends with toxic 
people for that month, year or even years can make it hard 
to have the courage to leave them. The reason is that you 
might find them to be so realistic about life. Once you realise 
that they are not true friends, make time to evaluate and 
decide what you really want. Personally, what I’ve realised in 
my years of high school is that it’s not the quantity of friends 
that matter but rather the quality. So, know who your true 
friends are and believe me, it will make your final year of high 
school so much better.

Don’t skip class constantly because it might affect your 
grades. Everything you do matters in Grade 12 because this 
is the year in which you’ll start to prepare to transition to 
either university or college. You really have to work hard in 
order to gain entrance to university or college. Of course, 
working hard is easier said than done (procrastination is a 
best friend of mine), but if you really want those marks you’re 
hoping for, you have to do what it takes – which is working 
hard and smart.

Grade 12 is really the most stressful year of high school. This 
is a year in which you will determine your future. In primary 
school my plan was to become a medical doctor. If you were 
to ask me now if that’s what I want to be, I will tell you that my 
plan is completely different. The moral of the story? It is not 
just about getting good grades, it’s all about your desire and 
doing something you love and are passionate about.
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Curro Academy Soshanguve has taught me a lot. I’ve been at the 
school since Grade 7 and, boy, did I learn a lot about the world 
and all its different people. To begin with, I learnt that ego isn’t a 
good trait for a leader. I learnt that hard work pays off and that 
laziness is a mindset. I learnt that I am not perfect and to grow is 
to understand that fact. I matured and realised how, sometimes, 
even the smallest things you do count when all is said and done. 
I learnt that God is great and that everything in life happens for 
the greater good, even though you might not see it at the time. 
I learnt how to be more open to others’ beliefs and opinions 
on things, and I learnt better collaboration skills, especially after 
becoming head boy of the school.

Curro Academy Soshanguve is, without a doubt, a well-oiled 
school, but I believe that there’s always room for improvement. 
In my opinion, the area that needs the most improvement in 
the school is the extramural activities that it offers. These aren’t 
really treated with the degree of seriousness that they should 
be (again, just my opinion) and thus my advice to the next group 
is to try to change that. Not all learners are academically gifted 
so I believe it is part of the school’s responsibility to nurture all 
learners in all their respective and equally important talents. 
In doing so, however, the next group should also not neglect 
academics. My main advice for them is to pray always, work 
hard, try their best in everything that they do, and never give up 
on their dreams and goals.

HEAD GIRL:  
Pontsho Pitse
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HEAD BOY:  

Bogosi Khutso Shaka Motsisi

I used to think that high school was a place 
where people would randomly break out into 
song and just go to the next grade. My older 
siblings corrected me by telling me that high 
school was a roller coaster! I’d like to believe that 
going to Curro Academy Soshanguve made this 
‘roller-coaster’ experience a little better. 

Having some of the best teachers was a big 
bonus. Extra classes are made available to those 
who need help and there’s a vast amount of 
resources given to the learners. Teachers also 
avail themselves to answer questions long after 
class is done. 

I learnt that success comes from hard work. 
It is not something you can wish for and just 
wait – putting in the work and time will have 
its benefits. Though some may succumb to the 
pressures of high school and its external factors, 
learning that pressure is how diamonds are 
made is something that helps you push through.

‘If you can put your name on this day and 
be proud of the work done and what you’ve 
achieved, then you can call it a good day and 
go to sleep.’ Because aiming for the moon and 
missing means you land among the stars. So 
dreaming big means achieving bigger things.

Becoming head girl was not easy and being one 
is not a picnic either! It has taught me patience 
and how to critically make a quick decision. I 
have also learnt that not everyone will respond 
well to your leadership skills, but to just throw in 
the towel is not an option. 

Believing in people as much as my teachers have 
believed in me has proven to go a long way. A 
little bit of support can help people grow and feel 
more confident in themselves and their work.

Here, at Curro Academy Soshanguve, I learnt to 
be a leader and that the sky is not the limit, but 
merely where we stand.
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‘All good things come to an end.’ It is almost the end of the journey for the Class 
of 2021, and soon we will be left with only the memories of our time at school. 
Creating those memories has been part and parcel of my academic career. 

I have enjoyed every single moment of this year, even though, at times, I 
felt a bit overwhelmed by all the demands that come with Grade 12. School 
shaped me to become the best I can be, but, above all else, school is the place 
where I recognised my uniqueness and I learnt to embrace my individuality.

My advice to the Class of 2022 would be to take each moment in its stride. 
Matric only comes once in a lifetime and, as challenging as it may be, try to 
make it a memorable experience. Look back and appreciate the sacrifices you 
made – the late nights combing through an exorbitant number of exercises, 
attending after-school interventions and tutoring, or early Saturday morning 
boot camps. Only you know what you want to achieve and, with discipline, 
there are no limits.

Get better at what you do and have the end goal in sight and in mind. Start 
the road to self-discipline from the moment you find out you are in Grade 12. 
Be your best every day. Surround yourself with friends and peers that share 
the same mindset. Knowing that you have someone to lean on gives you 
strength on those days when you feel under pressure. It is only 12 months of 
your life – make the sacrifices and you will reap the rewards. 

Through all my years at school, I have imagined 
myself in 2021 – my matric year – a sweet 
moment of bliss at the thought of being so close 
to the end. Little did I know that the year would 
be a tearful one filled with many ends, and, on 
top of that, that it would challenge me beyond 
my capabilities.

Time flew by so quickly and I found myself 
experiencing many ‘lasts’ before I could grasp 
the present. However, that did not stop me from 
making the memories of a lifetime – laughter that 
will forever be engraved in my heart; moments I 
will cherish forever.

Being head girl of my school has taught me the true 
definition of responsibility: being dependable. Not 
only for myself, but being available for everyone 
around me and showing a true sense of care. 

In every situation, I chose to seize the moment 
and use every opportunity to my advantage, 

no matter how tiring it made me feel. Looking 
back, I had the time of my life, and those endless 
yawns were worth it! 

Rejoice in the present. Fear may try to take over 
but, in those thoughts, I am reminded of Maya 
Angelou’s poem:

‘The caged bird sings
with a fearful trill
of the things unknown
but longed for still
and his tune is heard
on the distant hill
for the caged bird
sings of freedom.’
The past is gone, the future is unknown and all 
we have now is this present moment. So, sing 
and dare to claim the sky!

HEAD GIRL: 

Fanelesibonge 
Mkhwanazi

HEAD BOY: Odwa Mdazana
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Martin Luther King Jr once said, ‘Our lives begin to end the day the day we become silent 
about the things that matter.’

Hope is what we need to raise our voices within the community because plenty of people 
are losing sight of the future due to the circumstances of today. The community has taken 
COVID-19 as the new normal instead of referring to it as a temporary normal, while having 
faith that it will come to an end.

COVID-19 has brought protocols and regulations that need to be followed in order for the 
virus to be conquered. If we continue taking note and following protocols, we will minimise 
the impact of this pandemic.

The world is on edge, with everyone wondering if they will be the next victim of the pandemic 
instead of focusing on how life still continues, with or without the pandemic.

So, let’s speak up about the fatigue and stress that have dawned upon our communities due 
to COVID-19. Our communities are standing tall together and giving each other strength to 
continue and overcome the impact that COVID-19 has had on us. If we support one another 
then we shall reach the light at the end of the tunnel sooner than expected.

There is still a tomorrow to look forward to if you take care of yourself.

Hope is produced by perseverance. 

Before COVID-19 you would hear people telling you to live in the moment and to enjoy 
yourself. But then came a shift in the paradigm and the whole world was shook. This 
pandemic has instilled fear in many, which gives it power over humankind.

I believe this is a chance for you to actually run an extra mile to overcome the fear. The 
pandemic has led to the implementation of limits in every aspect of life. These limits challenge 
the capacity of discipline within you. I understand that you are feeling insecure, especially 
because of the number of deaths occurring.

This is a tribulation that must produce perseverance. Mother, father, brother and sister, you 
must do what you can do to protect your family each and every day. Perseverance produces 
character and character produces hope. I believe that if you follow all regulations, the fear 
will reduce. Hope does not disappoint.

Do not wash your hands to give up but do this knowing that you are protecting your loved 
ones. The question is not ‘when will this end?’, but rather ‘is your faith in the right condition 
to help you conquer the fear?’ For every source of light there is darkness to oppose. Hence 
for every disease there is a cure. Lay your trust in the right place.

‘Although the world is full of suffering, it is full also of the overcoming thereof.’ – Helen Keller

HEAD BOY: Vhutali Radamba

HEAD GIRL: 

Suprise Mphofu

Meridian Schools are managed by Curro
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HEAD BOY: 
Njabulo Nkosi

HEAD GIRL: Vuyiswa Elaincia Johnson

It is a privilege and an honour to bare the title of 
being the head girl of Meridian Karino for 2021. If in 
2014 when I first entered the school premises as a 
Grade 5 learner, I was asked about how I think my 
journey at Meridian Karino would be, I would honestly 
underestimate it. It has been a ball of greatness with 
its own ups and downs but overall, the friends made 
and many memories created in MK will forever be 
stored in my heart. I’ve grown into this young lady 
today with the help of the amazing teachers who 
have become like parents. It has been a blessing to 
have this place as my second home. 

My growth process started here, and I am forever 
grateful for the opportunity to discover my talents 
and acquire skills and knowledge in the academic, 
sports and cultural departments. It is unfortunate 
that I am left with only a few months of being a 
Meridian Karino learner, but I can firmly say without 
any regrets. Over the years I’ve played my role and 
brought about a positive impact on the lovely people 
I’ve met here. As we say ‘learners to leaders’ – I have 
been given the tools for what’s ahead in life. 

I would like to say to the next group of learners, make 
magical the moments given to you and enjoy every 
single passing minute of it. Don’t forget that after 
playing, work hard too and someday it will pay off. 
Carry yourselves with pride and dignity even when 
the school uniform is off. Meridian Karino is ready for 
the greatness brewing within you, therefore unleash 
it and impact the community at large. 

As the year comes to an end, I can’t help but look back at 
how far we’ve come, not just from January of this year but 
from the first day of school all those years ago. It still hasn’t 
quite sunk in that these are the last days of school before the 
journey of independence begins. 

I have been with Meridian Karino from the first day it opened 
its doors all the way back in 2014 up until now and I have to 
say it has been quite the roller-coaster ride. We have shared 
every emotion known to man. From the ecstasy of being in 
a new setting, meeting new people who would eventually 
become more like family than friends; to the misery of losing 
loved ones along the way. 

Admittedly the year hasn’t been as fruitful as we had initially 
planned. However, we do the best with what we have and try 
to accept that which we can’t change. Unfortunately, that has 
been the theme of the year with the times we find ourselves 
in globally. 

To my fellow matriculants, we only have about three months 
left to set a solid foundation for our future. Make the most of 
every day you have left by learning at least one thing that has 
been eluding you all year. Put all your time and effort into it 
and I  promise there will be a reward to be yielded in the end. 
Keep your head up and let’s end this year the right way. 

MK pride!
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HEAD BOY:  
LEBOHANG MAVUSO

My name is Lebohang Mavuso, Meridian Newcastle’s 
head boy – aka Khanda Mfana. It has been a tough 
year. Being the last year, we had a lot of work to do 
and catch up from last year but I had fun whilst doing 
so. I would like to thank God, my family and teachers 
for believing in me and for choosing me as head boy 
for 2021.  I learnt a lot and what it actually takes to 
become a leader.  It was challenging but fun at the 
same time because I got to find myself in the process 
and discovered what I truly want to do in my future 
endeavours. To my fellow Grade 12 learners, good 
luck to all of you. It has been a very long journey, 
and this is the end. Hang in there as we have 62 days 
before our first final paper.  I would like to say to all of 
you that if you are not willing to work for something, 
do not complain about not having it. This is the last 
lap of your school days – have fun and work hard 
so that people cannot help but recognise you.  Push 
yourself because no one else will push you, and like I 
always say, sacrifice comes first. Thank you.

Life is like a blank page waiting to be filled with amazing memories 
and adrenaline-packed adventures. Make the most out of every 
single day. Live your life to the fullest and make sure that you are 
fulfilled at the end of every day. A satisfied life is better than a 
successful life because our success is measured by others but our 
satisfaction is measured by our own soul, mind and heart. 

Tomorrow starts today.  If you want to achieve your dream, 
don’t procrastinate. The way to get started is to quit talking 
and begin doing. If you do not go after what you want, you will 
never have it. If you do not ask, the answer is always ‘no’. If you 
do not step forward, you are always in the same place. 

People with a purpose, goal, and vision have no time for drama. 
They invest their energy in creativity and focus on living a positive 
life. Do not downgrade your dream just to fit in your reality. 
Upgrade your conviction to match your destiny. There are no 
limits to what you can accomplish, except the limit you place on 
your own thinking. Magic is believing in yourself. If you can do 
that, you can make anything happen. Understanding is deeper 
than knowledge. There are many people who know you but very 
few who understand you.

Understand the knowledge you gain in the classroom. Do not 
worry about failures, worry about the chances you miss when you 
do not even try. Your life is your own. Do not waste it trying to be 
what others expect you to be. Do not sacrifice your happiness to 

HEAD GIRL: 

LETHUKUPHILA DLAMINI

Meridian Schools are managed by Curro

make everybody happy. Do not give up on your dreams to 
build other people’s dreams. Be who you want to be. Build 
your own dreams, or someone else will hire you to build theirs. 
Everything you want is on the other side of fear. 

The greatest discovery of all time is that a person can 
change his future by merely changing his attitude. If you are 
serious about changing your life, you will find a way, if not, 
you will find an excuse. Excellence is an art won by training 
and habituation. We do not act highly because we have 
virtue or excellence but we rather have those because we 
have acted in the right manner. Remember that everyone’s 
journey is different. Things always get better with time. 
Positive thoughts create positive things. Opinions do not 
define your reality. If you feel like you are losing everything, 
remember that trees lose their leaves every year and still 
they stand tall and wait for better days to come. 

Teamwork is the ability to work together toward a common 
vision. It is the fuel that allows common people to attain 
uncommon results. The best teams have chemistry. They 
communicate with each other and they sacrifice personal 
glory for the common goal . Twenty years from now you will 
be more disappointed by the things that you did not do than 
by the ones you did do. So, throw off the bowlines, sail away 
from the safe harbour, catch the trade winds in your sails 

Explore, dream and discover. Always do your best and don’t 
let the pressure make you panic.
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The most essential part of being entrusted 
with leading is to work amongst your 
people and remember that you’re working 
as a unit to achieve a common goal. 

That is a crucial lesson I learnt during my 
tenure as head boy of Northern Academy.

Now that the year has come to end I 
cannot help but reflect on what a roller-
coaster ride it has been. A ride that taught 
me so many valuable lessons and life skills 
that I wouldn’t have learnt if I never got 
the chance to lead. A ride where I got to 
experience bringing change and helping 
my fellow learners and the community 
at large. The position of head boy is such 
an important one, because it’s all about 
serving and leading your peers. It is about 
listening to each and every one and 
helping them where you can. 

I trust that my successor will lead you with 
honour and respect. May you be a pillar of 
strength to your people and always keep in 
mind that you need them as much as they 
need you. Work alongside them to take 
Northern Academy to greater heights. To 
the Class of 2022, I want you to look at the 
people you’ve appointed as your leaders 
and trust that they’ll help you achieve 
the goals you’ve set for yourselves. Your 
senior year will not be easy, but never give 
up. Keep your head high and work hard. 
The hard work you put in will help you 
reap everlasting benefits.

What a turbulent year it has been! 

Leadership has taught me the ways of teamwork. 
Alone one sizes up to a stone, but together we 
carry boulders and break mountains. So it goes 
with the real world. 

I’ve seen people of difference praise diversity. I 
lead and you follow just as you lead and I follow.

 Being head girl is about creating communities and 
progression. In the spirit of teamwork, we manifest 
ideas to towers that shake the earth. Blessed is 
a person with a working leader, because they’re 
assured of progress. In 2021, we’ve learnt to put 
our hands to work and prepare for the harvest 
tomorrow!

So to future learners, a great future awaits you in 
trusted hands. To the matriculants of 2022, defeat 
every trial together. To my leaders of 2022, don’t 
get tired of leading and to my head girl to come, 
lead your school to victory!

HEAD GIRL: Prudence Mosatiwa Machaka

N
O

RTH
ERN

 ACAD
EM

Y
Meridian Schools are managed by Curro

76 | Page | RETURN TO CONTENTS PAGE | Matric 2021



M
ERID

IAN PIN
EH

U
RST

Since Grade 9, we had been told that the steps from every 
grade up to matric would be massive, and it did not fail to 
deliver on that promise. The global COVID-19 pandemic that 
we are still experiencing, did not make things any easier.

With that being said, looking back on this year, it was actually 
quite enjoyable, and the intensity and workload has really 
had a positive impact on me as a person. It has made me 
tougher and definitely more independent. It also taught me 
the value of good relationships because in times like these, 
your friends, family and even teachers are some of your 
most important contributors towards coping mentally with 
your matric year.

A word of advice: Do not look at the matric year as a whole, 
because it is quite a daunting experience. Take it day by day 
and then week by week, there will be obstacles and not all 
your plans will go as they are supposed to, but it is your 
ability to adapt and make the best of such situations that will 
make it a good year for you. Time will fly, so good luck and 
have fun!

I joined our school in Grade 8 and it’s safe to say that my high 
school journey has been truly memorable. 

I look back at all the interschool events, school dances, 
outings, camps and every milestone in-between in disbelief, 
because of how fast time has gone by. 

For as long as I can remember, I knew that one day I wanted 
to be head girl, but I also knew it would take a lot of hard 
work and sacrifice. It’s undeniable that there were many 
challenges along the way, but the support of my family, 
teachers and peers encouraged me not to lose sight of my 
goal. This is the reason why one of my proudest moments 
is receiving my head leader badge. The excitement and 
gratitude felt in that moment has stayed with me throughout 
this year. I’m grateful for the many lessons I’ve learnt these 
last few years, and I plan to practise them in every chapter 
of my life. 

If there’s one piece of advice I could leave behind for the 
learners of tomorrow, it would be this: Remain steadfast in 
your faith, only speak words of success and positivity, and 
above all else believe in yourself, because you are capable of 
way more than you give yourself credit for.

DEPUTY 

HEAD BOY: 

Tomi 

Egieyeh

HEAD GIRL: 

Jadyn 
Thomas

Meridian Schools are managed by Curro
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We have come a long way, not only from 
the beginning of the year but from our first 
days at our second home. We have shared 
memories that will be kept in our hearts 
forever!

Together we have fought many battles, from 
the ongoing pandemic to the ever-existing 
pandemic of studying. All you have learnt; 
all you have been taught have led to this. 
Now we have reached the time where it’s all 
needed. From now to our last paper, we ask 
that you stay calm, have faith in your work 
and study. It is true that the journey of life 
is never easy, but you can make it smoother 
with your dedication and a smile!

Good luck and make it count. #BekeLeBeke

To the Class of 2022, you are to be the third group 
of high school seniors to have your senior year 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. We would like you 
to have a senior year as close to ‘pre-pandemic 
normal’ as possible and to be able to enjoy as 
much of the social aspect of being a high school 
senior as you can.

Matric is not as easy as people make it out to be but 
if you focus on what deserves your attention, you 
will be able to achieve anything. Always remember 
that despite difficulties, always be optimistic 
and tell yourself that you will overcome all the 
difficulties. You will have your ups and downs but 
keep on pushing because this is your last lap.

We encourage you to embrace every moment 
in your matric year, to be inspired to push the 
boundaries, innovate, and find your own unique 
ways to set the norms

As the leaders of 2021, we wish you luck and as our 
English teacher always says: ‘Success is altitude’. 
Make every moment count!

HEAD GIRL: 
Oratile Mokgethi 

Meridian Schools are 
managed by Curro
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Bantu Mangcu

My experience has been a long and challenging journey, but I 
have spent some of the best years of my life at school. School 
is like home away from home and, although there are ups 
and downs, it is a very fun and exciting place. I know that 
this past year and a half has been very challenging due to 
COVID-19, but the most important thing is to keep our heads 
up and look towards the bright side of things. 

My advice for the future generation of my school is to stay 
positive in all your work and stay motivated. When you are 
given an assessment to do, you should do it on time and to 
the best of your ability. 

Manage your time well and do not forget to give yourself 
some alone time and some time to relax. This is the best 
advice I can give to anyone at school. To those learners who 
are stressed with school or feel like they are overloaded 
or overwhelmed, my advice is to take a deep breath and 
prioritise the important things in your life, and do not make 
yourself more stressed out than you already are. 

Good luck to everyone who is still in school and remember to 
stay motivated and be positive!

If somebody had asked me at six years old what I 
thought high school would be like, I probably would 
have narrated an elaborate tale that sounded a lot like 
the High School Musical plot line. As it turns out, high 
school is not all pirouettes and jazz-squares, and, in 
the past five years, the learner body has not burst into 
fully choreographed song and dance when faced with a 
dilemma ... yet.

Instead, what I have done in high school is grow in 
more ways than I could have imagined at the age of six. 
Honestly, school is one of the most difficult experiences 
for most people to go through. Every day, it challenges 
us to maintain a level of personal responsibility, 
resilience and perseverance, and at times we can feel 
like we are not doing enough, even when we are doing 
the best we can under the circumstances. However, 
I have learnt that recognising your hard work and 
achievements is equally as important as remaining 
disciplined and motivated. I believe that this may be the 
logical conclusion to any kind of growth.

Experiencing a global pandemic has forced the entire 
world to stop in its tracks and rethink how it operates. 
Naturally, this has extended to us, as learners, navigating 
a new academic, cultural and sporting norm that has 
required patience, resilience and maturity. I have seen 
these qualities displayed in the entire Curro family with 
the invaluable help of our teachers, and I commend us 
for how we have taken these unconventional years in 
stride.

In the words of Demi Demi: ‘Tough times never last. 
Only tough people last’.

Creston College is a  
Curro Select school

HEAD BOY: Luke Weeks

Please note that the images and captions for the yearbook pages were compiled by the Class of 2021.
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As my time at Grantleigh is coming to an end, I’ve been 
reminiscing on the many memories, challenges and life 
lessons high school has taught me. I began high school as 
a shy, quiet and pretty terrified Grade 8 learner, with no 
hope of saying a speech in front of an entire school, yet I 
believe I will be leaving Grantleigh as a capable individual 
with a bright future. Over the last five years Grantleigh has 
been a place of growth for me, providing me with the life 
skills that has made me the person I am today. I encourage 
you to put yourself in situations in the next year that will 
challenge you to become better and develop your life skills, 
just like I was challenged being head boy of my school. 

I know that this last year, with COVID-19, has been a 
tough one and it has brought about a lot of frustration, 
but I encourage you not to let it steal your glory. Make 
the most of the sporting and cultural opportunities you 
have despite this because it’s true what they say, before 
you know it, those experiences will only be memories. 
I also encourage you to cherish the time you have left 
with your friends who have been by your side over the 
years, because in 15 short months you will all be going 
your separate ways and high school will be nothing but a 
memory, so make sure it’s a fond one! 

To the leadership groups of 2022, I have so much faith in 
you and your abilities to lead your school with honour! I 
encourage you to uphold your school’s values and represent 
these with respect and integrity. You have been chosen, so 
take responsibility in your actions and use your position to 
make your school, teachers, fellow and past learners proud. 

Lastly, when matric gets rough I hope you remember 
that you’re smarter than you think and stronger than 
you seem. I hope that you believe in yourself as much I 
believe in you. All the best.

Five full years have pas-
sed since I first step ped 
on to the cam pus of 
Grantleigh. It has almost 
been five years since I 
was in orienta tion as a 
learner driver attemp ting 
to get their licence, four 
years since I realised how 
difficult Physical Sciences 
would be (and yet chose it 
as an elective regardless), 
three years since our last 
interhouse play, two years 

since the blur that was lockdown and online school, and one year 
since I was elected as head girl for 2021. It is amazing how fast time 
flies when you are preoccupied with endless assignments and 
tests on one hand and trying to enjoy your high school years in the 
same fashion as High School Musical on the other. After getting a 
taste of what high school has to offer (pre- and post-pandemic), it 
is safe to say that Disney did indeed lie to us. However, I refused to 
be discouraged by this, and neither should you.

I’m sure all of us have heard speeches or read letters addressing 
these ‘trying and unprecedented times’ and so I would like to 
share a few memories from a time when COVID-19 was not a 
part of our lives. There are so many fun activities and events 
that I used to take part in and attend, such as sports fixtures, 
showcases and all the dances that took place throughout the 
year. If I could turn back time, I would definitely go back to 
the netball matches and our annual Loerie Fest (a social event 
that was organised by the prefect body). There is nothing like 
cheering your school’s team on until you lose your voice, or 
dancing the night away with all of your friends. I also recall our 
annual interhouse athletics and swimming galas. Spending all 
that time in the blistering heat would always be worth it when 
our house won the spirit trophy, and I’d go home with a sore 
throat from shouting the war cries. I have come to know and 
appreciate the value of socialising, and it is quite unfortunate 
that it took a pandemic to do so. 

When COVID-19 hit South Africa and we went into lockdown, I 
had no idea how we would move forward with our education, 
but we were fortunate enough to have a somewhat smooth 
transition to online school – even though it did take a while 
to adjust. There are so many schools in the country that had 
to put their syllabus on hold because of the lockdown, and 
learners who weren’t as privileged as us to have access to 

HEAD BOY: 
Christo 
Kotze

HEAD GIRL: Alwande Maphumulo 

online learning facilities. Although I prefer in-person learning, 
I think we should remember to remain grateful that we could 
continue with school and be in line with the curriculum.

To the matrics of 2021, I can imagine how difficult and tiring 
this year was for you. People probably expected us to have 
a much smoother ride through matric considering that the 
pandemic hit us in Grade 11, but if anything, I think we had 
it just as bad as 2020’s matrics. A lot of work is taught and 
preparation for Grade 12 is done in Grade 11 that if it is 
disturbed, it can severely alter the trajectory of your matric 
year. Therefore, I would simply like to say that I am so proud of 
you. Proud that you were able to get through this year despite 
all challenges that you faced; proud that you (at the time that 
I am writing this) are writing your prelims and going to write 
your final high school exams; and proud that those late nights 
we spent completing our LO and CAT tasks and (for the Art 
learners such as myself) the never-ending portfolio/paper 2 
work) are behind us. To the prefect body and heads of 2021, 
we did it. Despite the changes we had to make in the way we 
lead our school, I’m glad that we were given the opportunity to 
do so. Even if all the plans you had made for this year did not 
come into fruition, do not beat yourself up about it. There were 
many times where I felt like I wasn’t doing enough as head girl, 
but then I realised that I was doing the best I could given our 
circumstances. Therefore, look back on this time as a time of 
innovation and growth in your leadership skills, and when you 
pass the baton to the next group, do it with pride. 

To the matrics and prefect body of 2022, I hope that this next 
year is one filled with success, fun and most importantly, a 
consistent sleep schedule. Matric is not going to be easy, so 
much is happening in such a short amount of time that you 
might get overwhelmed, especially if you are in a position of 
leadership and have to balance that with your normal school 
life. When those times do come, take a step back, breathe 
and cut yourself some slack. Re-evaluate your priorities 
and try to manage them in an achievable way given your 
time constraints. Please remember that if you’re tired, both 
physically and mentally, it is okay to take a break. Sleep, read, 
take a walk, watch some Netflix or spend time with friends 
or family. Remember to look after yourself as much as you 
do your academics. Surround yourself with good people and 
good energy, because you deserve it.

Lastly, to our Curro family, I wish for nothing but the health 
and success of everyone, and that this upcoming year is one 
full of blessings and prosperity.

Grantleigh is a  
Curro Select school
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New year, same old me. Another year is drawing to 
a close and we’ve all been blessed enough to have 
spent time and shared experiences, even if they are 
few, that will keep pushing us to be better.

The year has been enjoyable due to the amazing 
friends I’ve made at school. The main experience I’ll 
draw from is the Geography tour that the Grade 12s 
went on at Umngeni Valley. The work was amazing 
because we were steeped in nature, the sights were 
something out of a movie and walking with Zebras 
and other animals was a new experience. The mood 
was lightened by a clumsy group of individuals who 
were unable to walk without falling every few metres, 
what a ‘wow’. Teachers and staff alike have tried their 
best to keep us somewhat motivated and to make 
sure that we don’t lose out too much in our final year. 
I want to be able to carry this kindness to those close 
to me and the rest of the world. 

For those who will follow us and be the matrics of 
2022, trust that your year will be better than ours, 
we could only do things in part but we hope that 
your potential is fully realised. To those who have 
chosen to lead, you can always learn more from 
those around you so make sure you stay grounded 
and true to everyone, especially yourselves. You’re 
human, there will come times when it gets difficult – 
remember that you’re human and its possible to step 
back, ask for help or not know what to do. Having 
great friends, such as mine, will keep you on the right 
track.

With every ending there comes a new beginning 
so there’s always more after the race, consider this 
whenever you’re having doubts. 

We love you all and we can’t wait to see your success.

Being a St Dominics Newcastle learner is an 
honour for most because of our teachers who 
constantly strive to assist us in becoming the 
best versions of ourselves.

Throughout this year we have been challenged 
in new territories, but St Dominics Newcastle 
has tackled it head on with enthusiasm and 
positivity. I believe that this family will continue 
to do so for the foreseeable future. 

The advice I give is to be adaptable. No matter 
what is thrown at us, we should be able to turn 
it into a positive; into something that could 
benefit not only us but the people around us. 

We need to understand that it does make a 
difference in our lives and in those with whom 
we surround ourselves if we are positive. You 
make a life out of what you have, not what you 
are missing. 

Staying positive does not mean that things 
will turn out as planned. Rather it is knowing 
that you will be able to better deal with the 
outcome.

Let us think positively! Every day is a chance to 
be better.

HEAD BOY: 
Nkazimulo Mnisi

HEAD GIRL: Jade Pienaar

St Dominics Newcastle is a Curro Select school
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Valedictorian an academic title of success; 
the top-achieving learner or the learner who 
delivers the final graduation speech. These 
are words that have meaning only because 
we give them meaning. Over the last 12 
years I have learnt that only we can write 
our stories. So, I have a simple but powerful 
message – give ‘valedictorian’ your own 
meaning. Strive to be the best in everything 
you do. Work harder than anybody else 
and, above all, love what you do. It is not to 
say that this is the formula of life and it will 
definitely be difficult but I can guarantee that 
if you live your life like this, then you can live 
your life to its greatest potential. Define your 
own world and watch as everything that is 
meant for you falls into place.

Time is everything we have and don’t have. 
Often it is fleeting and sometimes it feels 
eternal. We have no control over time, but 
we can decide what we spend it on so, I won’t 
waste yours. Let me share with you a few 
rules that I live by:

Fail as much as possible but learn from 
your mistakes. Love wholeheartedly, more 
specifically love what you do and do what 
you love. Trust yourself because ultimately 
you are the only one who’s going to live your 
life. When life gets overwhelming, breathe 
deeply and remember that you have time. 

Good luck with all your future endeavours! 

HEAD BOY: 

Percy Mawela HEAD GIRL: 

Cheilyn Isaacs 

The King’s School Linbro 
Park is a Curro Select school

 ‘The only 
way to 

achieve the 
impossible 

is to believe 
that it is 
possible.’

– Lewis Carroll,  
Alice in Wonderland
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‘Always plan for the fact that no plan is going 
to go according to plan.’ This sums up the 
year 2021 beautifully. In fact, over the past 18 
months many things have changed and have 
made us appreciate the journeys that we’ve 
travelled up to now.

When I look back at my years at Waterstone 
College I reminisce on the good and fun times. 
I have had a lot of fun along the way, created 
some magical memories, befriended some of 
the most amazing people who I am blessed to 
have in my life and look forward to journeying 
with in the future. I think back to my first few 
days of school in Grade R, 13 years ago when 
Waterstone College was nothing more than a 
cottage in the south of Johannesburg on the 
bed of the Klip River. I’ve had the luxury and 
the absolute privilege of watching Waterstone 
grow into the beautiful facility it is today and I 
am so proud to have called it my home. Many 
lessons have been learnt in these classrooms 
about academics and life, my competitive 
sporting spirit has been nurtured on these 
fields, my confidence has blossomed on the 
stages and the ability to laugh and enjoy time 
together in the hallways.

In our Grade 12 year, I look back, somewhat 
disappointed that we couldn’t have enjoyed 
the past months a little bit more. We miss 
being able to play soccer, we miss our school 
plays, we miss being able to just socialise on 
the field, but what we must always remember 
is we’ve never missed out on something we 
can always have. As 2021 draws to a close, and 
as we start reflecting on the past and looking 
forward to our future, it’s time for us to put 
our heads down and finish what we started all 
those years ago. 

To the management and staff of Waterstone 
College, I would like to take this opportunity 
to say a big thank you for your mentorship, 
guidance and support along the way. Mr Nel, 
you are an inspiring leader and I truly value 
the input you have had in my life this year. To 
the staff, who have worked incredibly hard to 
help us on this journey, we can never thank 
you enough. 

Troublemakers. Yeah, that’s what we were 
labelled when our Grade 8 group entered high 
school. Funny enough, we aren’t that bad. 

To my fellow matrics whom I’ve been with 
for almost eight years of my life, I’ve never 
met such a diverse group of people with 
various gifts, talents and aspirations in life. 
The moments we had on grade camps are 
worth admiring because for just a few days 
we could put our differences aside and unite. 
To a grade that isn’t scared to speak what’s in 
their hearts and fight for what’s right, thank 
you for teaching me the art of friendship. 

Being head girl has made me realise that 
it’s never just about the position you play in 
people’s lives as well as the school, but also 
about your character. I can’t lie to everyone 
and say that this journey was all ‘sunshine 
and rainbows’ because it wasn’t; there were 
surely days I cried at school and honestly 
wanted to give up because the pressure 
became unbearable, but I thank God that 
in those exact tough moments He built 
character and placed amazing friends and 
teachers in my life to help me persevere. 

HEAD GIRL: 

Daniella Retief

Wherever we go in the future, the four pillars 
of Waterstone College will remain an integral 
part of who we are – faith, integrity, respect 
and excellence. Carpe Diem, Waterstone! 

In those moments I took the opportunity to 
share God’s word in school in a way that I’ve 
never experienced. Yes, it was disappointing 
that we couldn’t fulfill the plans set out 
for this year due to COVID-19 and couldn’t 
reach the full potential that our grade had, 
but I believe just like Proverbs 19:22 states: 
‘Many are the plans in a man’s heart but it’s 
Gods purposes that prevails’. Thank you for 
teaching me to have grit within a storm.

To our future leaders, leadership is so 
difficult. So be prepared to work the hardest, 
work alone and be your best even when no 
one stands with you. You are leading the 
school, but leadership skills stay with you for 
a lifetime. Don’t try and change Waterstone 
College because once you leave, the school 
still remains. Rather focus on the impact 
you want to make in the people’s lives 
around you. Find a new normal and set new 
traditions for generations to follow.

What an honour it was to see and serve such 
a diverse group of people. Getting to hear 
all the funny stories Grade 8s and Grade 9s 
have to share. Waterstone, your laughter 
and joy made this role worth working for. To 
get to be part of your lives and you trusting 
me with your stories and complaints have 
been a blessing I will treasure.  Thank you, 
Waterstone College for believing in me.

HEAD BOY: Dillon du Toit

Waterstone College is a Curro Select school
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As my time at Windhoek Gymnasium nears 
its end, I can look back and truly appreciate 
the valuable experiences we’ve had. We 
have had the honour and privilege of being 
part of a school as astounding as this one. 
Windhoek Gymnasium, however, is only as 
great as the people who dedicate their time 
to the education and growth of the learners. 

Hence, I want to encourage everyone to make 
the most of their time in school, as during 
this time, you will be shaped as a person 
and guided to become the best possible 
version of yourself. Every opportunity is 
precious and should be embraced! You will 
also find that school, at times, can be very 
challenging. Although this is only a tiny part 
of the journey, these moments make you the 
toughest. These moments bring you closer 
to your friends and family and allow you to 
dig deeper and find your true strength. 

May you always remain positive, strong and 
true to who you are. I would like to extend 
my thanks and gratitude towards our 
Heavenly Father and Curro for granting me 
these opportunities.

For the past 13 years Windhoek Gymnasium 
was my second home. From pre-primary 
up to secondary school, I’ve walked the 
hallways, had my first days and went through 
the entire wardrobe the school had to offer. 
I saw how the school went from two small 
buildings on a hill to one of the best, if not 
the best, school in the country.

As time went by, I realised that I could not 
see myself in any other school. I take pride 
in Windhoek Gymnasium and I am grateful 
for the opportunity to serve and give back as 
head girl of 2021.

Whether it was on the school’s playground, 
on the netball or tennis court or in-between 
classes, I established lifelong friendships and 
made unforgettable memories. I will cherish 
every ‘geesvang’ week, interhigh thrill and 
the heart and passion when we sing our war 
cry song.

Some of the most valuable and priceless 
lessons I have learnt at Windhoek Gymnasium 
have shaped me and contributed to the 
person I am today. I would like to share a 
few with you:

Never say tomorrow, next week or next year, 
because there might not be one. Make the 

HEAD BOY: 

Roux-Han Basson

HEAD GIRL: Lisa Yssel

best of every opportunity and live every day 
to its fullest.

Always say what you feel and wear your 
heart on your sleeve. Life is too short to hide 
what you feel and leave things unsaid.

Cherish and invest in every relationship you 
have with the people in your life. Earthly 
things will eventually break and fade away. 
There is much more value in people.

Don’t lose your identity to the world, but 
rather find it by standing firm in who you are 
and in what you believe.

Respect each other’s choices and embrace 
the changes and seasons life allows you to 
experience.

Lastly, but certainly the most important, if 
you have not established a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, start today, right now.

To the matrics of 2022 – your Grade 12 
year is one of the most important years in 
your life. It is how you will be remembered 
and also what you take with you on your 
next journey. It is a year where you will find 
yourself, lose and gain some of your closest 
friends and fully complete the circle of your 
time at school. Make the most of the time 
you have, have fun, cherish every ‘laastes’ 
and of course, work hard. One day you’ll 
miss every second of it.

All I can say today is; thank you Windhoek 
Gymnasium. For giving me the opportunities, 
the facilities and most importantly, for giving 
me the platform instilled with morals, values 
and discipline to start my next chapter and 
build a life for myself. I am forever grateful.

‘’n Gimmie is ek gebore, en ’n Gimmie sal ek 
vir altyd bly.’

Windhoek Gymnasium is a Curro Select school
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To the new leaders of 2022 

The journey you are all about to go through will be a stressful, 
but important one. One thing to remember is that this isn’t a 
reward, it’s a job, although you shouldn’t look at it as something 
that drains your energy and ruins your mood. It’s an opportunity 
to put your soul into what you do and develop yourselves as 
leaders. Being in the SLC is what you’ve all worked for. From one 
leader to another, I am extremely honoured to be passing the 
torch to you.

My experience as head boy has been a bit stressful – COVID-19 
has dealt us some really difficult challenges to work around. 
From starting school in February to having winter sport back 
for a few weeks but being unable to play matches … things such 
as these really do take a toll on your hype for your final matric 
year. We did, however, manage to salvage some moments and 
were able to take part in some interhouse activities organised 
by the sport and spirit committee. This year, COVID-19 has 
also taken away our ability to hold a fashion show and have 
formal assemblies with the entire school. As head boy, these 
are the things you really look forward to.

The year is almost over and it has definitely been a year in which 
I have improved as a leader and as a person. Not only thinking 
that, but also hearing it from different people really makes it 
seem like the work you put in has paid off. The main reason for 
me running was to raise the bar even higher for future leaders 
to strive towards. Now it’s your turn. It’s four terms of hard 
work, but it’s so much fun if you have the right attitude towards 
it. Remember to have pride in your school, and that every idea 
you have should be brought forward because there’s a chance 
that each can become a reality. 

Work hard, have fun and, remember, it’s always better to 
enjoy the journey.

To the head girl of 2022

First and foremost, huge congratulations are in order! 
Well done on being elected for your position. I have no 
doubt that you have put in a lot of hard work to get here 
and, finally, your efforts have been rewarded. Although 
demanding and stressful, the adventure that lies ahead 
of you is beyond exhilarating. This isn’t to scare you or 
make you more nervous, but it is an eye opener as to 
what is truly expected of you as head girl. If you and I 
are anything alike, you are probably on a roller coaster 
of emotions right now. You don’t know if it’s excitement, 
nervousness, anxiety, shock, curiosity, contentment, 
worry, or a mixture of all of the above. But remember 
that you were chosen for this role for a reason. And you 
aren’t the first choice. Nor are you the second choice. 
You are the only choice.

To help you in the beginning of your journey, I thought 
it would only be appropriate to share some advice with 
you that I think will help you come in to the position a 
little more prepared …

1. You are never alone! Trying to accomplish the task 
of being head girl by yourself does not actually prove 
resilience and independence. In contrast, it becomes 
completely overwhelming and leads to you not being 
able to put your best foot forward in everything that 
you do. Please don’t be afraid to ask for help when you 
need it. I’m here for you if you ever need guidance. Your 
fellow SLC members are there for you to help relieve 
you of some of the duties you’ll have ahead of you. The 
teachers are always there to comfort and reassure you. 

HEAD BOY: 

Lethabo 
Bogoshi

And your fellow leaders are to become your best friends, as 
you guys will be working together A LOT. Don’t be afraid to 
confide in your partners, you’re all there to help one another.

2. Remember your purpose! It’s easy to lose focus of why 
you actually applied for this position. Sometimes you may 
get caught up in all the SLC duties you have or you may get 
frustrated with learners, but remember why you’re doing 
this! Not only are you a major representative of the school, 
you’re also a role model for the younger grades. You are 
setting an example for those below you, and believe me 
when I say, someone is always watching. You’re going to get 
things wrong. It’s inevitable that you will make mistakes. But 
remember that you’re human. It’s not about why you fall or 
how you fall, but rather about how you get back up and what 
you learn from it. 

3. Your time to lead is so much shorter than you think! It 
may seem as though you have all the time in the world to 
accomplish your goals for the school, but truly, you don’t. 
Along with SLC duties, matric, prelims, portfolios, friends … 
time seems to pass really quickly. There are going to be times 
when you won’t agree with other SLC members, when you 
won’t agree with teachers or your fellow heads. But what’s 
important is that you always keep the interests of the school 
at heart. It’s not about what you want. It’s about what’s best 
for the learners, the staff, the school as a whole. Remember 
that you are a bridge between teachers and learners, so 
there may come a time when you’ll have to favour one over 
the other, for the benefit of both. Not everyone will be happy 
about this, but as long as it’s what works for the school as a 
whole, that’s what you need to do. 

Know that you are where you are for a reason and you’ll be 
absolutely great at what you do! I wish you the best of luck 
and remember that through it all, HAVE FUN! 

HEAD GIRL: 

Jeconiah Sibuyi

Woodhill College is a Curro Select school
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