
MESSAGE FROM MR MAREE…
We all know the importance of being on time to school, to 
work, or to appointments. I have noticed several learners 
continuing to be late arriving at school in the mornings. Learn-
ers must be in class by 7:45am. Please note that at 8am the 
Puttick Gate will be closed, and the Taurus Gate beam will be 
lowered. This will cause a further delay in getting your child to 
class on time.  Taurus Gate will be the only gate available for 
drop of after 8am, Monday to Friday.   Arriving at school 10 
minutes late causes a disruption to the entire class, not just the 
teacher who has already started teaching the lesson. If a 
learner arrives 10 minutes late each day, think about how much 
instructional time is lost throughout the school year.

Wake Up Earlier 
Set the alarm for not only yourself but for your children at 
least 15 minutes earlier than you would wake up. If you find 
that you need a little more time for your morning routine, add 
an additional 5 minutes to your alarm.

Layout Clothes the Night Before
What to wear seems to be one of the most time-consuming 
tasks in the morning. Have your child pick out his or her clothes, 
including socks and shoes, the night before. 

Pack Backpacks and Lunchboxes the 
Night Before
Each evening after homework is completed and checked, have 
your child put everything back in the backpack. Getting a 
head start on lunches is easy. After dinner, have your child 
help pack his or her lunchbox. This could be as easy as putting 
fruits and vegetables in sealed containers and preparing 
water bottles for tomorrow’s lunch. In the morning, you will just 
need to make the sandwiches as your child brushes his or her 
teeth.

Create a “Last Stop” Area
The ideal place for your last stop area is near the door you 
leave from each morning whether it is your garage door or 
front door. This is where you will place your keys, backpacks, 
or musical instruments each evening. It is a good idea to have 
a spot for other seasonal items such as jackets, sweaters or 
umbrellas.  

Pack the Car
Once you have finished putting the final touches to your child’s 
lunch, it is time to pack the car. Since everything you have to 
pack is in the last stop area, you will not be running around the 
house looking for the items. Being organized and having your 
child arrive at school on time helps reduce classroom interrup-
tions and distractions allowing teachers to focus on teaching 
lessons to all students. Try making doctor or dentist appoint-
ments after school so that your child does not miss a minute of 
learning.
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CHAIRMAN’S AWARD BAREFOOT DAY

This week Rubik’s Cubes have been a craze in Grade 3JC, 
when one of our Grade 12 learners, Ruben Grobler, spoke 
to the class about speed cubing and his world record for 
solving the 3 by 3 cube. He also challenged some of the 
Grade 3s to a time challenge. Thank you and well done 
Ruben!

A huge well done to all our Chairman’s Award participant 
who attended school barefoot on Wednesday, 2 June 
2021. It was freezing cold on this day, but the weather 
did not stop these youngsters from taking on the chal-
lenge. By coming to school without shoes, creates an 
awareness on how fortunate we are as well as instilling 
determination and resilience. #BluePride
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Pyjama Day on Friday, 4 June 2021, was a huge success. Our 
Primary School learners attended school wearing their pyjamas, 
the best attire for these cold wintery days. There was a sense of 
excitement in the air, for a moment all worries disappeared. 
Could not ask for a better day to come to school wearing our 
pyjamas. Grade 1 to 7 learners and staff enjoyed every 
moment.

PYJAMA DAY 
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This week we hosted our annual isiZulu Public Speaking event 
for Grade 3 to 7 learners. 42 learners participated. It was 
wonderful to see so many participants, well prepared and 
excited to be on stage. The session was live streamed, and 
parents were able to watch their children perform online. Well 
done to Ms Mshwane and our isiZulu department who orga-
nized the event. Our 2021 winners are:

PUBLIC SPEAKING

ISIZULU 

ENGLISH

AFRIKAANS

Grade 3 – Uyanda Ngwane
Grade 4 – Sikhona Mthembu

Grade 5 – Sibusiso Robanyane
Grade 6 – Sage Barnett

Grade 7 – Nokwanda Buthelezi  

Grade 3 – Ava Carminati 
Grade 4 – Kesia Nunn

Grade 5 – Lesego Maphoto
Grade 6 – Samantha Thompson

Grade 7 – Camryn Schiebe 

Grade 3 – Zoe Niemand
Grade 4 – Leane Grobler
Grade 5 – Vyasti Lachman

Grade 6 – Ewan Liechti
Grade 7 – Karla Lotz
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Our Grade 7 learners visited the High School and went on a 
“walkabout” tour during break.  The vibe was tangible as the 
school band was playing and the mood quite festive.  On 
Friday, the Grade 7s were lucky enough to be addressed by 
the Matric Head Prefects, Rebecca and Siphesihle, as they 
shared their achievements and experiences of Curro Aurora 
with them.  Rebecca has been at our school since the Solaria 
days and Siphesihle was the Deputy Head Boy in Primary 
School too.  The Grade 7s were also introduced to 12 other 
ex-Head Prefects, who are currently in Grade 8 and 9 at our 
school (six in Grade 8 and six in Grade 9).  We are privileged 
to attract these top learners, that come from not only our own 
primary school but also from our surrounding feeder schools.  
We have numerous top achievers in all our Grades which 
encompass the five pillars in our school – these include 
Academics, Leadership, Sport, Culture and Service. 

The Grade 7s heard their reasons for choosing Curro Aurora and 
what activities they are presently involved in.  They also received 
tips about what to expect in High School, but the main message 
that came through, was that at our school you can be yourself and 
be accepted – you are encouraged to be yourself!  You must get 
involved because that is where you can make a difference and 
the wonderful nature of our learners is applauded because they 
are so diverse and accepting of each other.   It is not the buildings 
that make our school unique but our learners, staff and every 
person who works here that makes it such a special place. 

GRADE 7 TOUR AROUND HIGH SCHOOL

We look forward
to welcoming the 
2022 Cubs into 

our Pride!
{ {

#bluepride
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When our U12 Minecraft team started playing at the start of 
the year, little did they know that some of them would get the 
opportunity to represent South Africa in the first ever 
International Minecraft Build Battle against the United States 
of America.

On Friday evening, Isabella Little as team captain, Jullian 
Benbow-Hebbert, Adrian Troskie, and Daniel De Villiers from 
Curro Aurora (South Africa), accompanied by four learners 
from Curro Krugersdorp, battled against the Fresno Unified 
District winners from California (United States of America).  The 
game started a little late because of technical issues – 
arranging a Minecraft Build Battle from across the world is no 
easy feat!

The first challenge was to build a fantasy castle.  Although 
team captain, Isabella Little, could not participate in building, 
she kept the team going strong with her constant 
encouragement and guidance.  Curro Aurora won this battle by 
a score of 0.5 points because of their excellent use of space, 
teamwork and attention to detail.

MINECRAFT INTERNATIONAL 

BATTLE!

The second build topic was a scene from Harry Potter. Curro 
decided on the Weasley’s car crashing into the Whomping 
Willow scene. Within minutes, the viewers knew what the Curro 
team had in mind. Using “redstone” (building blocks that 
conduct electricity), they were able to make the roots of the 
Whomping Willow move. There was smoke rising from the 
crashed vehicle in which Ron and Harry sat. This was a 
dominant performance by Curro as they won this battle quite 
comprehensively.

We are extremely proud of 
our under 12 team and their 
excellent performance in this 
first-ever event. We are 
certain that we have not seen 
the last of them yet!

TEAM CAPTAIN
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Congratulations to the following learners who placed amongst the top three athletes in their 
age category during the Curro Cup Virtual Athletics’ Challenge. 

CURRO CUP VIRTUAL ATHLETICS
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The event was a great success with a total of 84 riders cycling 
on the day.  Many Curro Aurora riders attended the event as 
well as riders from the public. The results were as follows:

U10 Race (20 minutes)
1st Dylan Buckley (CA)
2nd Louis Bornman (CA)

3rd Kelebogile Dira (C2R)

Junior/Novice Race (30 minutes)
1st Keira Turner (CA)

2nd Shriav Choudhree (CA)
3rd Dylan Cook (CA)

Cycle2ride Event At
Curro Aurora
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Our Grade 1 to 7 learners at Curro 
Aurora took an anti-bullying pledge by 
placing their fingerprints around their 
classes’s pledge. In addition to this, they 
wore blue civvies as a manner of taking 
a stand against bullying.

ANTI-BULLYING 
PLEDGE
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Africa day, 25 May, celebrates the 
success of the Organisation of 
African Unity in the fight against 

colonialism and apartheid and how far Africa 
has come in facing challenges pertaining to this. 
Our learners got the opportunity to celebrate 
this momentous occasion through different forms 
of African art. Our learners also had the chance 
to learn and understand the beautiful diversity 
found on the African continent by learning some 
African greetings from some of our learners 
from other African countries. 
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It was wonderful seeing how many of our learners were 
excited about the Travelling Bookshop who visited last week, in 
which they were keen to show the books they had purchased. 

During World Book Dress Up Day, our learners demonstrated, 
by dressing up, the many book characters and books that they 
came to love so much. Each class had to visually showcase a 
beloved book on their classroom door. 

The best way for children to become strong readers is to learn 
to love reading. If they love reading, they will be internally 
motivated to develop true literacy. True literacy is much more 
than being able to sound out words and comprehend the 
obvious meaning of the text. The reader must be deeply 
engaged to get a full understanding.

It is important to realize that there is no way to force a child to 
become internally motivated to read. Love for reading needs 
to be nurtured, supported, and encouraged. There are, 
however, many ways to make children loathe reading. Below is 
a list of things parents and teachers do which may either 
encourage or discourage motivation to read:

Let the child choose: Making the child read something they are 
not interested in is the most obvious way to create a distaste 
for reading. Children should be encouraged to read anything 
with subject matter that parents do not find offensive. If they 
are allowed to watch it on TV they should be encouraged to 
read about it in a book or online.  

Never treat reading like a chore or punishment: By focusing on 
the number of pages or amount of time a child must read; the 
child will be less likely to sit and enjoy getting lost in a book. 
Similarly rewards or punishments for reading or not reading 
distract the child from the goal of loving learning for its own 
sake. There have been numerous research studies that have 
shown that rewards make people less interested in the things 
they had to do to get them.

WORLD BOOK DAY

Be careful with book reports: Book reports are sometimes 
assigned to require the child to prove they have done their 
reading with a superficial understanding of the text. Forcing a 
child to prove what they have read is not an effective way to 
get a child to read deeply and develop true literacy.  Book 
reports can be a useful way to teach writing skills with 
summarizing information.
Book groups: If children only read by themselves, they will be 
less likely to want to talk about what they are reading. If they 
read interesting material with other children, they will be more 
likely to desire a rich understanding of the material so they can 
talk about it.  Assigning group art projects based on reading 
material is a good way to promote group interactions based 
on books.

Do not over-emphasize facts, vocabulary, and literary terms: 
Children love reading because of story lines, characters, 
interesting ideas, eloquent prose, etc. It is important to teach 
kids to be able to analyse text with literary terms, grammar, 
vocabulary, etc. However, children may become disinterested 
in the content when too much focus is placed on the mechanics 
of how it is created.

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The 
more that you learn, the more places you'll go.”

- Dr. Seuss, I Can Read With My Eyes Shut!
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The Grade 1 and 2 learners enjoyed practising their skills 
for Netball, Rugby and Soccer in the beginning of the term. 
They had loads of fun playing mini soccer matches against 
other classes in their grade. Our focus then shifted to Cross 
Country and class races. The learners increased their fitness 
during their weekly training sessions and had their time to 
shine on race day. 

During the first week of this term, there was a buzz of 
excitement in the air amongst our grade 1 to 3 learners as they 
were getting ready to take part in the Interhouse Netball and 
Soccer event. All the boys and girls participated and showed 
amazing teamwork and sportsmanship. “Loads of fun” was the 
winner of the day!

Gr. 1 & 2 Mini sport

FP Interhouse Soccer
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The start of the 2021 Minecraft season was, as ever, met with extreme 
excitement by the Curro Aurora Minecraft squads. This season’s teams were 
challenged even more than before, with building topics ranging from a “Classic 
Arcade Game” to building their “Minecraft Coach”. Both Aurora teams showed 
they had the experience and skill to excel in their respective pools. With both 
teams qualifying for the last 8 and this for the 3rd time in a row, we are 
extremely excited to work with these wonderful learners again.

The next challenge for our teams will be the Curro Cup on the 13th – 15th of 
July. We know they will make us proud. 

More than a year ago, the Cheerleading team of Curro 
Aurora had their last competition and two years ago the team 
was named the National Champs in their respective categories. 
It is no wonder that when it was announced that cheerleading 
may take place again this year, everyone involved was so 
excited and couldn’t wait for the trial process to begin. 

With more than 80 participants daily for the week-long trials, 
the coaches were excited to start practicing. This year two 
teams were selected (Level 1 and Level 3) and the newly 
selected teams were so excited to start. They had about 6 
practices when all contact sports were sadly cancelled due to 
the increasing numbers in Covid. 

Even though practice is not allowed, many of the team 
members are staying fit and practicing their basic skills in the 
safety of their own homes. This is dedication and I am proud to 
be part of this sport.

Hopefully soon 
we will all be on 
the field again 

cheering: Let’s go 
Curro!!!!!

Minecraft Squads 

Esports league

Good luck to both teams for the Curro Cup and 
the final rounds of  the league.
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INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS

Conrad Koen participated in the first Hockey 
Junction Intercity Tournament over the long 
weekend. He represented and played 8 games 
for the U14 Northside Griffins Boys’ Team. The 
team had; 5 wins, 2 losses and 1 draw. The U14 
Northside Griffins Boys’ Team ended up winning 
a bronze medal. Well done to Conrad on this 
fantastic achievement!

Janke Liechti in Grade 3 participated in the 
Conspirito Online - Afrikaans Public Speaking 
competition. She was awarded with an 85%(A+) 
score. What a brilliant achievement!  While Ewan 
Liechti in Grade 6 was awarded with a 
90%(A++) score at the Conspirito online 
Afrikaans Public Speaking competition. He was 
the category winner and therefore will be 
competing in the Forte Nationals in August. 
Congratulations Janke and Ewan!

Karla Lotz in Grade 7, a talented young 
musician, will participate in the Semi-Final 
round of The National Eisteddfod 
Academy’s Young Performer Awards 
Competition, on Thursday the 6th of May 
at The Roodepoort Theatre. 

Karla is one of only two Grade 7 leaners 
that qualified for the Semi-Finals in the 
Contemporary Music section. The 
National Eisteddfod Academy – a 
leading non-profit organisation for youth 
development in music, dance, drama, and 
visual arts – annually presents the Young 
Performer Awards Competition, but 
unfortunately due to the Covid-19 
lockdown the semi-final and final rounds 
of the 2020 Competition did not take 
place. It is therefore with great relief and 

CONRAD KOEN

JANKE LIECHTI &
EWAN LIECHTI

Karla Lotz 

excitement that the NEA can once again host 
this competition that will see both the 2020 
and 2021 qualifiers compete against each 
other.
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A huge congratulations to 
Matthew Katzenstein who was 
awarded, over the weekend, by 
Randburg Cricket Club as the 
“U12 Best All-Rounder” for the 
summer season. What a 
magnificent achievement!

Kevin is racing in a karting 
category called F200. He is now 
an “old-timer” in his fourth year 
in the series and is the reigning 
champion. Kevin is now 
respected as a formidable and 
respected competitor. He is 
looked up to by the younger 
competitors, but Kevin is quite 
modest about his achievements. 
At his last race, a 
semi-professional team was 
making a video of the races and 
interviewed Kevin afterwards. 
Although he was taken 
completely by surprise by the 
questions asked, he gave a 
mature and professional 
performance. Well done, Kevin!

MATTHEW 
KATZENSTEIN

KEVIN PARROT

LUCCA LAZARUS
Lucca has been selected for the SuperSport United 
Football Club Gauteng Development League Under 13 
Team for the 2nd year running, this is another huge 
achievement as he is a year behind the rest of his team 
and only turns 13 later in the year.

SuperSport United Football Club are currently top of their Under 
13 Log. Congratulations Lucca!

The Team’s Achievements so far:
SuperSport United FC VS Kaizer Chiefs: 2 – 0 WIN 

SuperSport United FC VS Wits: 14 – 1 WIN
SuperSport United FC VS Orlando Pirates: 5 – 2 WIN
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We had FOUR riders from Curro Aurora Primary School 
and Castle last weekend at the SANESA qualifier 2. Our 
team is growing quite nicely this year. After this weekend 
we had a great jump in the school standings, we are lying 
2nd behind all the home schoolers in the 2 to 6 rider 
categories. Megan Ras had a phenomenal SANESA 
qualifier, she and her pony could not do anything wrong, 
they quadrupled our points in this qualifier to give us a 
great boost to try and win the school trophy this year 
again. 

EQUESTRIAN
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WITHIN THE CLASSROOM

We created poster s and delivered speeches in 
Grade 3 on Life Cycles!

In Grade 6 we made filters using recyclable 
materials. We learnt so much whilst having fun.

GRADE 3 LIFE CYCLES
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This term the Grade 7s had the opportunity to create 3D 
African Masks using only recyclable materials. There was not 
one African mask that looked the same and the learners 
thoroughly enjoyed creating their own unique mask while also 
learning about the history of masks. 

The grade 6s absolutely loved 
putting on their aprons, grabbing a 
paint brush and painting on easels 
this term. The theme was quite 
challenging as they were expected 
to combine two famous artworks 
from two different eras into one 
unique artwork. We had so much 
fun looking at the different Mona 
Lisa’s and Jackson Pollock styles!

GRADE 7 AMAZING 3D AFRICAN MASKS

GRADE 6 
WHEN TWO WORLDS COLLIDE!
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Mandela Day
A jar of hope

Curro Aurora, in collaboration with Hot 91.9FM,  
will be collecting jars of hope to help feed a  

family in need. 
 

Date: Sunday, 18 July 2021  

 
Tuesday, 20 July 2021 at one of the entrance gates. 

Ingredients to be packed for a nutritious meal 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•  

 
 

 
 

•  
sustainable meal. While this may not  

 
can change the world of someone who  

 
would come from.

In collaboration with 


