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Dear Parents, Guardians & Learners 
 
Youth Day is the realisation of a vision and a dream fought for by thousands of South African youths. 
It is a celebration of youth, power and unity, how young people can impact the world if they put their 
minds to it.  
 
It commemorates the Soweto Uprising, which took place on 16 June 1976, where thousands of 
students were ambushed by the apartheid regime. On Youth Day, South Africans pay tribute to the 
lives of these students and recognises the role of the youth in the liberation of South Africa from the 
apartheid regime. 

 
At least 176 Black students, many of them children, including 
Hector Pieterson, lost their lives on 16 June 1976. The aftermath 
of June 16, 1976, had severe consequences for the Apartheid 
government. Pictures of the police firing on peacefully 
demonstrating students led to an international uproar against 
South Africa and its Apartheid system.  
 
The students’ brave efforts resulted in international pressure and 

sanctions against the South African government to make changes to its educational policies. These 
students should be admired because without them, we would not be where are today - proud to be 
South African.  
 
In 1995, the newly-elected democratic government declared that June 16 would be Youth Day – to 
serve as a reminder of the progress our country has made regarding equality and equal opportunity 
for all youth and to honour the youth who lost their lives during the Soweto Uprising.  
  
Due to COVID-19, no big events that celebrate Youth Day were possible, We can however continue 
to educate ourselves, grab every opportunity we have to empower ourselves, display resilience and   
in doing so learn from the events that took place on June 16. 
 
We look back on June 16, 1976, not only to reflect on how far we’ve come, but to remind ourselves 
to keep moving forward. It is imperative that the youth of today see the benchmark of the fallen 
soldiers that had so little materially but great willpower and passion to fight.  
 
It is so important that we continue to remember two key learnings from the 1976 massacre: that 
decisions taken that impact all South Africans should be made in the best interest of all South 
Africans, and that the youth have the power, the spirit and the potential to shape our future. The 
youth should be embraced and encouraged to strive for meaningful change. 

“If you are more fortunate than others, build a longer table, not a taller fence”. — Unknown 
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APT  
Mrs Didem Turgut 

The function of the Curro Aurora APT is to build a strong relationship between 
parents, teachers, and management as well as to raise funds for the benefit 
of our school. We do this by arranging entertaining and enjoyable events and, 
in doing so, promote school spirit and contribute to building our school 
community. We invite all our parents to become part of our school fundraising 
community.  

For more information kindly contact Didem Turgut on 079 874 8296.    

BEANIES AND SCARVES 
 
Curro Aurora branded beanies and scarves are now on sale from Josie at 
main reception.  
The cost of beanies is R75.00 and scarves are R150.00.  
 
Please note that your school fee accounts will be debited and no cash will be 
accepted.  
 
 

DESIGN CORNER 
Mr Jannie Viljoen 
 
In this segment we will be looking at work produced by some of the High School leaners and their 
thoughts on the project and design in general. 
  
Design thinking is a human-centered approach to problem solving that begins with developing 
empathy for those facing a particular challenge. It serves as a framework that helps to define 
problems, empathise with others, develop prototypes of possible solutions, and hone those 
prototypes through multiple iterations until they have generated a viable solution to the challenge at 
hand. Design thinking encourages a bias toward action and, because of its reliance on rapid 
prototyping, frees practitioners to embrace the notion of failing forward because it's OK to make 
mistakes -- that's where breakthrough ideas are born. 

                                                       - 
https://www.edutopia.org/ 
 
Our learner projects this week are the Grade 10 practical 
exam products. These are the results of the 8-hour 
practical exam in which they had to create a concept board 
to accompany their Term 1 and 2 final products for 
corporate identity. They had a choice between two 
companies: Forever 21 and Island Records. They had to 
create new corporate identity for their chosen company as 
well as a corporate gift. 
 

https://www.edutopia.org/
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STUDENTS HELP DESIGN AND BUILD TINY HOUSE VILLAGE FOR HOMELESS YOUTH 
After four years of setbacks and struggle, 41 University of South Florida (USF) students and their 
professor, Seth Wachtel, have helped to complete a village of tiny houses in Oakland for 24 
previously homeless young people. 

 
 
In 2017, Wachtel was approached by Youth Spirit 
Artworks (YSA), a nonprofit in Berkeley, to help 
build housing for young people who become 
homeless after aging out of the foster system at 18. 
Many of the young people were community college 
students, he said. Wachtel joined the effort, and he 
got his students involved. “But there were 
objections by some people in the Berkeley 
community about where the homes would have 
been located. 
 

 
Next, for a plot near the Greyhound Bus station in Oakland, the students and Wachtel created 
another master plan. This time, he said, YSA had to abandon the site due to a short-term lease and 
the property being sold. Then, the City of Oakland offered the YSA an acre of land just south of 
RingCentral Coliseum. During the spring semester of 2020, the USF students created another 
master plan, with input from YSA, and this time it was approved. The plan called for 28 tiny houses 
on wheels; two 30-foot yurts for community gatherings; laundry facilities; a kitchen; and six 
bathrooms in custom trailers. Four of the tiny houses would be ADA accessible. 



 

 
4 

ESSAY COMPETITION 
Mrs Mageshree Tandree 

Curro, together with the Ithemba Foundation, are pleased to 

announce an exciting essay competition (with prize money up for 

grabs) on HOPE for our Grade 6 and Grades 8 to 11 learners ‒ 

especially in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic with its 

tremendous mental health pressures, feelings of isolation, 

loneliness and lack of social interaction – also among our youth.  

 

Teachers will assess the essays as part of the curriculum, and the 

best in the grades will be entered into the competition. We believe 

the essays (English or Afrikaans), with their content on what hope 

means to a young generation, will be inspirational reading matter.  

 

The deadline for the competition is Friday, 27 August 2021 and the winners will be announced on 
Friday, 24 September 2021. 
 

SERVICE 
MADIBA DAY- Jar of Hope! (Wednesday, 21 July 2021) 
 
For Mandela Day this year, we ask you to help us feed a family and Share a Jar of Hope!  
Hot 91.9 FM will support Curro Aurora in getting the jars to those in need.  

 
Ingredients: 

• half a cup of rice 

• half a cup of soup mix 

• half a cup of lentils 

• one unwrapped stock cube 

• one packet of instant soup powder 

One of these jars can feed up to four individuals or provide multiple 
meals to one person. All that needs to be added is hot water (roughly 
2 ½ litres of water), and the mixture needs to be stirred continuously 
for approximately 45 minutes.  

A jar like this is a healthy, nutritious and sustainable meal specially in 
the winter. While this may not seem like much to us during this time 
of lockdown, something as simple as a little jar of hope can change 
the world of someone who was wondering where their next meal 
would come from. 

Please use 67 minutes of your time on Saturday, 18 July to make a Jar of Hope.  

Jars can be dropped off at school on Monday, 20 July and Tuesday 21 July at one of the entrance 
gates or at any of the exam venues. 
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CULTURE 
Mrs Saskia Snyders 

ADVANCED MENTORSHIP PROGRAMME 

 
Curro Create is proud to introduce AMP (Advanced Mentorship Programme) – a prestigious, first-
of-its-kind individualised mentorship programme for select Curro Create learners. This programme 
will greatly benefit our creative learners and we will need our school’s support to make the 
programme a success.  
 
AMP will challenge learners to expand their mastery of certain aspects of their chosen creative field 
and is completely tailored according to the young creative’s skills, needs and level of mastery. The 
mentors will be professional artists who work in the learner’s field of interest.  
 
A mentor-adjudicator, or creative collaborator, in any of the Curro Create projects will identify 
learners with an exceptional creative sense or talent to take part in AMP. The AMP panel will decide 
on the final list of young creatives who will be selected to follow this programme.  

 

 
NATIONAL EISTEDDFOD OF SOUTH AFRICA 
 
The National Eisteddfod of South Africa® is calling for entries for the 2020/21 National Eisteddfod 
season. This event provides a platform for young performers in all communities to participate and 
showcase their talents in classical and contemporary music, various dance styles, speech and 
drama, theatre (including work in all official South African languages) and fine arts 
 
The NEA's awareness and understanding of the magic of the arts defines the unique character and 
style of the National Eisteddfod of South Africa®, putting it in a class of its own, apart from similar 
events 
 
This magic causes wonderful things to happen in the mind of any participant in the arts and is the 
key to developing self-confidence, appreciating your own worth as a human being and taking a stand 
in this world! 
 

How to enter: SUBMIT ONLINE ENTRIES 😊 

 

Who can enter the National Eisteddfod? 

Anyone can enter the National Eisteddfod of South Africa® and there is NO limit on the number of 
entries that may be submitted. 

 



 

 
6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
7 

WEARING A MASK TO SCHOOL 
Mrs SJ Olivier  

 A mask MUST be worn at all times. Remember that your cloth 
mask must have a minimum of two layers. You may not re-use a 
single use mask.  
Always wear your mask correctly! The mask must cover your nose 
and your mouth and fit snugly over the bridge of your nose and 
against the sides of your face.  
Before you put your mask on, wash or sanitise your hands 
properly. Remember that you must wear your mask when you 
arrive at the school gate to have your temperature checked and 
recorded.  
Avoid touching your mask while you are wearing it and wash your 
mask after every use.  

 
CONTACT DETAILS OF SCHOOL MANAGEMENT AND GRADE HEADS:  
 
 

Receptionist 
Cindy Duma Cindy.D3@curro.co.za 

 

Head of High School Dion Kotze 
 

Dion.K@curro.co.za 
 

FET Phase Head Sarah-Jane Olivier 
 

Sarah-Jane.O01@curro.co.za 

Snr Phase Head Donne Valkenburg 
 

Donne.V1@curro.co.za 

Head of Sport Adrian Ferreira Adrian.F@curroholdings.co.za 
 

Head of Culture Saskia Snyders Saskia.S@curro.co.za 
 

 
Grade 12 Heads 

Judy Beeston Judy.B@curroholdings.co.za 
 

Anita Bornman 
 

Anita.B@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 11 Heads 

Janine Tobin Janine.T@curro.co.za 
 

Geneva Schmidt 
 

Geneva.G1@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 10 Heads 

Kelsey Gallon  Kelsey.G2@curro.co.za 
 

Loutjie de Wet Loutjie.D@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 9 Heads 

Kyla Hayter Kyla.H@curro.co.za 

Warrick Hammond Warrick.H@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 8 Heads 

Hayley Dawson Hayley.D2@curro.co.za 

Craig Hourquebie Craig.H2@curro.co.za 

mailto:Dion.K@curro.co.za
mailto:Sarah-Jane.O01@curro.co.za
mailto:Donne.V1@curro.co.za
mailto:Adrian.F@curroholdings.co.za
mailto:Saskia.S@curro.co.za
mailto:Judy.B@curroholdings.co.za
mailto:Anita.B@curro.co.za
mailto:Janine.T@curro.co.za
mailto:Kelsey.G2@curro.co.za
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We wish you and your loved ones continued health – please keep safe. 
 

 
 
 
 
Yours in education, 
 
Dion Kotze 
Head of High School 
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