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Dear Parents, Guardians & Learners 

 

PUNCTUALITY – A message from Mr JC Engelbrecht – Executive Head 
 

Despite many pleas for learners to be punctual, we still have a large number of 

learners who arrive late for school.  

 

 

06:45: SCREENING & TEMPERATURE RECORDING STARTS.  

 

 

 

 

 

07:30: PLEASE DROP LEARNERS OFF BY 7:30.  

 

 

 

07:45: COVID SCREENING stations close in Galaxy Hall.  

 Late arrivals to sign in at gate with security. 

 All teachers and learners report to tutor class. 

 

Please note: 

Puttick gate will close at 08:00 in the mornings, with Taurus road gate to be 

used as only entry point thereafter. 

The Taurus gate screening station in Galaxy hall closes at 7:45 to allow for 
teachers and learners to be in class on time.  

Late comers will need to sign in with the security guard on gate duty. This may 
lead to a delay in getting to class. We thank you for your understanding. 

 

Date:  22 May 2021 Issue no.:  18 
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ENDANGERED SPECIES DAY  

“Living wild species are like a library of books still unread. Our heedless destruction of them is akin 
to burning that library without ever having read its books.” ― John Dingell  
Today is Endangered Species Day.  

Since life began on Earth, several creatures 
have gone extinct due to changing of physical 
and biological conditions of the environment. We 
know that it is the law of nature that extinctions 
will occur naturally and will continue to do so.  

Scientific evidence suggests that the current 
rate of species extinction is much higher 
compared to the background rate of the past. 
This is reason for concern.  

Endangered species are at the risk of extinction 
due to sudden rapid decrease in population or 
loss of critical habitat. 

“Conservation of any endangered species must begin with stringent efforts to protect its natural 
habitat by the enforcement of rigid legislation against human encroachment into parks and other 
game sanctuaries.”- Dian Fossey 

There are a number of things we as Curro Aurora Community members can do to make our homes 
more “wildlife friendly”. Secure garbage in shelters or cans with locking lids, feed pets indoors and 
lock pet doors at night to avoid attracting wild animals into your home. Reduce your use of water in 
your home and garden so that animals that live in or near water can have a better chance of survival.  

Disinfect bird baths often to avoid disease transmission. Place decals on windows to deter bird 
collisions.   

Create an indigenous garden. Attracting native insects like bees and butterflies can help pollinate 
your plants. The spread of non-native species has greatly impacted native populations around the 
world. Invasive species compete with native species for resources and habitat. They can even prey 
on native species directly, forcing them towards extinction. 

Herbicides and pesticides may keep yards looking nice but they are in fact hazardous pollutants 
that affect wildlife at many levels. Many herbicides and pesticides take a long time to degrade and 
build up in the soils or throughout the food chain. Predators such as hawks, eagles and owls are 
harmed if they eat poisoned animals. Some groups of animals, such as amphibians, are 
particularly vulnerable to these chemical pollutants and suffer greatly because of the high levels of 
herbicides and pesticides in their habitat.  

Let’s think globally and act locally – we CAN make a difference. 
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DIVERSITY  
IDENTITY AND ART 
Ms. Hayley Dawson 

 
A young Zulu girl in Grade 2 is tasked with drawing a self-portrait for an art project, her excitement 
resonates as she rushes to get her box of crayons from her bag. She shakes with anticipation as 

she rapidly empties the crayons onto her desk and glances over the different colours. Her 
excitement fades, her heart sinks. She realises that none of these colours match her skin tone. 

 
South Africa is known as the Rainbow Nation, where the philosophy of Ubuntu is second nature.  
We constantly celebrate the diversity within our many different cultures, ethnicities, and races. 
However, a vital area that is often overlooked is within art classes. Without even realising it, schools 
across the country overlook children’s understanding and acceptance of their identity and self-image 
due to the lack of diverse colour choices when it comes to crayons, pencils, and many more 
mediums.  

 
Our students need the correct tools to represent themselves 
properly in their art or design classes. At Curro Aurora, we are 
proud to be regarded as a school that honours diversity, where we 
encourage our students to accept themselves for who they are, 
and to appreciate their identity and skin tone. This extends further 
than the art classroom to all aspects of our school.   
Colour Me Kids, a small business started by a teacher, has 
created a pack of crayons specifically dedicated to representing 
skin tone and encourages inclusivity.  
 
“Colour Me Kids aims to inspire children to celebrate the colour of 
their skin and feel represented.” This company has taken 
something as simple as a crayon and has allowed young children 
across the country to feel proud of themselves and to truly honour 

their heritage. Furthermore, 5% of their profits go towards educating underprivileged children in the 
country. And as Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use 
to change the world.” 
 
By giving the students a platform to express their identity at a young age, we are subsequently 
paving a path for their futures. A path that helps them celebrate their identity, and that gives them a 
means to express themselves. As they grow, they will have a better understanding of who they are 
and who they want to be. Our students will grow up understanding themselves, their identity, and 
their diversity. Creating high school students who are leaps and bounds ahead of their peers, and 
who will create art, regardless of the medium, which will inspire their friends, parents and teachers.  
These crayons can bring joy to the classroom and the home; our students will be able to share their 
culture and heritage and learn about each other in a safe and fun environment.   
 
(Colour Me Kids crayons, and educational colouring books can be bought from their website or at 
most stationery stores).  
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APT  
Mrs Didem Turgut 

The function of the Curro Aurora APT is to build a strong relationship between 
parents, teachers, and management as well as to raise funds for the benefit of 
our school. We do this by arranging entertaining and enjoyable events and, in 
doing so, promote school spirit and contribute to building our school 
community. 

 

 

We thank all our parents and generous sponsors who were 
involved in making the 2021 ANNUAL APT GOLF DAY the 
huge success it was! 

We invite all our parents to become part of our school 
fundraising community.  

For more information kindly contact:  

Didem Turgut on 079 874 8296          

 
 
BEANIES AND SCARVES 
 

 Curro Aurora branded beanies and scarves are now on sale from 
Josie at main reception.  
 
The cost of beanies are R75.00 and scarves are R150.00.  
 

Please note that your school fee accounts will be debited & no cash will be accepted.  
 

 
SERVICE: DONOR DAY 
 
Curro Aurora Alumni, Victor Echeazu (Class of 2017), tragically passed away from Leukaemia in 
February this year. Victor, or "Big Vic" as he was affectionately known, was in the Top 15% of his 
BCom class in his last year at the University of Pretoria, and was months away from his 21st 
birthday when he lost his fight to Leukaemia. Those of you who have been unfortunate enough to 
have personal experience with Leukaemia (or other blood cancers) will know how difficult a 
disease it is to fight, particularly when the odds of finding a bone marrow or stem cell donor are so 
slim. The tragic loss of this bright young man really brought home to us how much there is still to 
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be done to support those who are in need of life-changing 
donations - which we have the capacity to provide. The 
donor day hosted on Friday the 14th of May provided the 
opportunity to do exactly that. 
 
We were joined by the South African National Blood 
Services (SANBS), the South African Bone Marrow 
Registry (SABMR), Transplant Education for Living 
Legacies (TELL) and JustOneThing365 to register, donate, 
learn and make a difference.  
 
Important facts to remember: 

• Having an enormous needle stuck directly into your bone to donate bone marrow is the stuff 
of horror movies, and is a myth. The process of donating bone marrow is no different to 
donating blood, though it requires a little preparation, and takes a little longer. 

• A blood donor can save three lives with each donation of blood. 

• It is not enough to sign up as an organ donor – you need to #makeitknown. Ensure that 
your family members and significant others are aware of your wish to donate your organs. 
Organ donation can save up to eight lives, and transform the lives of over 50 people. 

• Doing #justonething365 days of the year can make a significant difference to people, 
animals, and our planet. Remember that small actions performed by everyone can lead to 
significant change. 

 
Thank you to each and every learner; parent; and 
teaching, admin and ground staff members for 
supporting us on the day. A special thank you goes 
to all the Curro Aurora alumni who took time off 
work, popped in between university classes, and 
generally went out of their way to honour Victor’s life 
in a way that benefits others. 
 
 

We had 63 volunteers donate blood (this is 
more than double our usual numbers, and 
excludes those who could not donate on the 
say due to sporting fixtures or because of 
medical reasons); and the Johannesburg 
division of the South African Bone Marrow 
Registry confirmed that the Curro Aurora 
Donor Day saw the largest number of 
registrations ever at a drive day, with 91 
people signing up, and several more taking 
boxes to pass on to family members. 
 
We are grateful to everyone who joined us 
to donate, register and support this 
worthwhile cause! 
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CULTURE 
Mrs Saskia Snyders 

 
NATIONAL EISTEDDFOD ACADEMY 2021/2022 

 
The National Eisteddfod of South Africa® is calling for entries for the 
2021/2022 National Eisteddfod season. This event provides a platform 
for young performers in all communities to participate and showcase 
their talents in classical and contemporary music, various dance styles, 
speech and drama, theatre (including work in all official South African 
languages) and fine arts. 
 
Every learner is welcome to participate. The platform caters for all 
performing arts and creative arts. 
 

Any learner who is interested, must please sign up with Mrs Snyders before 28 May 2021. The 
learner will then be added to a MS Team dedicated to NEA administration and preparation. There 
the learners will also find all the information they need. Rehearsal and preparation sessions will start 
in TERM 3. 
 
Anyone can enter the National Eisteddfod of South Africa® and there is NO limit on the number of 
entries that may be submitted. 
 
FEDA 

 
 
 
On Wednesday, 26 May 2021, a small group of FET 
learners will be performing at this year’s pop-up FEDA 
festival held at the Joburg Theatre. 
 
To the learners and families involved, we would like to thank 
you for your passion and commitment. Break a leg and 
enjoy the stage! 
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CULTURE ACTIVITIES 
 
The Culture programme is packed and there are several exciting activities where learners can join 
and become part of the Culture community at our school. 
 

ACTIVITY TEACHER IN 
CHARGE 

DAY TIME 

HS CHOIR 1. K Hayter Mondays 17:00 – 18:30 

HS Photography 
Club 

1. L Reddy Wednesdays  14:00 – 15:00 

Drama Club 1. H Dawson 
2. A Bornman 

Wednesdays 14:00 – 15:30 

Creative Writing 1. K Gallon Thursdays 14:40 – 15:30 

Curro Create 
National Youth 
Theatre Festival  - 
Roses of Red 
(Learner directed)  

1. S Snyders 
2. A Bornman 
3. H Dawson 
4. L de Wet 

Rehearsals to be confirmed once casts have 
been selected.  

Curro Create 
#Straight2Camera 
Monologue Festival 

1. S Snyders Individual sessions 
with entrants 

 
 

FEDA Programme 
(*Only selected 
learners) 

1. S Snyders 
2. H Dawson 
3. L de Wet 
4. A Bornman 

Wednesday, 19 May 13:45 – 15:45 

Monday, 24 May 14:45 – 16:00 

Tuesday, 25 May 14:45 – 16:00 

National Eisteddfod 
Academy 

1. S Snyders 
 

Tuesdays (TERM 3) 14:45 – 15:45 

Slam Poetry Group 
(Learner initiative) 

1. M Dlamini Thursdays Second Break 
12:30 – 12:50 

Sound and Lighting 
Team (SALT) 

1. A Neethling 
2. D Bentel 
3. S Snyders 

*Anyone interested in 
joining the Sound and 
Lighting Team to 
please speak to Mrs 
Snyders about 
training. 

As per relevant and 
required performances 
and events 

Praise and Worship  1. S van Dyk  
2. S Snyders 

Wednesdays Break 
10:30 – 11:00 

 
For more information, please contact Mrs Snyders: Saskia.s@curro.co.za  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:Saskia.s@curro.co.za
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SPORT 
Mr Adrian Ferreira 
 
VIRTUAL CURRO CUP SWIMMING:  
 
Curro hosted a virtual swimming event towards the end of Term 1. Learners from the various Curro 
schools competed in races at their own schools and submitted their times for the events. Curro 
Aurora had Inter-House events that supplied the times for the Curro Cup. The Curro Virtual relay 
gala that takes place in Term 4 will provide points that will be added to this gala to realise overall 
school placings. 
 
The following are congratulated on achieving podium places: 
 

Kiara Fryer (u/19 girls): 

• 50m freestyle: 1st     

• 50m butterfly: 1st  

• 50m breaststroke: 1st 

• 100m breaststroke: 1st 

• 100m freestyle: 1st  

• 200m breaststroke: 2nd 
 

Leila Choriatopoulos (u/19 
girls): 

• 50m backstroke: 1st 

• 50m butterfly: 2nd 

• 50m freestyle: 2nd 
 

Ethyn Harris (u/19 boys): 

• 50m breaststroke: 3rd  
 

Sandralee Carolus (u/17 girls): 

• 50m backstroke: 1st 

• 50m butterfly: 2nd 

• 50m freestyle: 2nd 

• 100m butterfly: 2nd 

• 100m freestyle: 2nd 

• 200m freestyle: 1st  

• 200m individual 
medley: 2nd 

 

Tyrone McCabe (u/17 boys): 

• 50m freestyle: 1st  

• 50m butterfly: 2nd 

• 100m butterfly 3rd 

• 100m freestyle: 3rd 

• 200m freestyle: 3rd 
 

Dylan Kim (u/17 boys):  

• 50m breaststroke: 1st 

• 100m backstroke: 2nd 

• 100m breaststroke: 2nd 
 

Alexis McCabe (u/15 girls): 

• 50m freestyle: 1st    

• 50m butterfly: 1st 

• 50m backstroke: 1st 

• 50m breaststroke: 1st 

• 100m freestyle: 1st   

• 100m backstroke: 1st 

• 200m freestyle: 1st  

• 200m individual 
medley: 2nd  

• 200m backstroke: 2nd   
 

Connor Lipp (u/15 boys): 

• 100m butterfly: 2nd 

• 200m backstroke: 3rd 
 

Jared Fairweather (u/15 boys): 

• 50m butterfly: 3rd 
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NETBALL: 
 
King David Victory Park hosted our netball teams on 
Thursday, 13 May.  
 
Results: 

• 1st won 41-10 

• u/17 drew 7/7 

• u/15 won 8/7 

• u14 won 24-5 
 
HOCKEY: 
 
The hockey teams hosted St Peter’s College on Thursday, 13 May. 
 
Results: 

• 1st boys won 1-0 

• Junior boys lost 7-0 
 
RUGBY: 
 
Curro Krugersdorp hosted a mini-festival on Friday, 14 May. 

 
 
Results: 

• 1st vs Curro Krugersdorp: won 12-10  

• 2nd vs Crawford College Lonehill: won 25-17  

• u/15 vs Curro Krugersdorp: won 22-10 

• u/15 vs Curro Krugersdorp: won 27-12 

• u/18 & u/17 combination vs Curro Krugersdorp: lost 21-12  
 
 

 
Top try scorers:  

• u/18: Grey Kekana (3) 

• u/15: Owen Coetzee  (6) 
 
 
GOLF: 
 
Kim Turgut is congratulated on being selected for the Gauteng Ladies ‘B’ team that will be playing 
in the 72 Hole Teams Championships taking place at Kingswood Golf Estate from Monday, 24 to 
Wednesday, 26 May. She recently finished 2nd in the Randpark Golf Club Ladies Club 
Championships.  
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MOUNTAIN BIKING:  
 
 
Curro Aurora hosted a MyRyde event on Saturday, 15 May.  
 
The cyclists competed on courses that included various terrains from tar to 
gravel roads, grass and anything else you can find on the school campus.  
 
Joshua Dike prevailed in the senior event.  
 
 
 
 

 
APT GOLF DAY: 
 
The enthusiastic high school staff team of Jono Wernich, Kelsey Gallon, 
Geneva Schmidt and Adrian Ferreira proudly supported and cheered on by 
Mr JC Engelbrecht competed in the annual APT Golf Day at Eagle Canyon 
on Friday, 14 May.  
 
Although we finished towards the bottom of the field, we certainly gave of 
our best to hold the High Schools’ flag up high!  
 
Thank you to our APT for a fantastic and successful day!  
 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 
Mrs Elisabeth Nicholson & Mr Adrian Ferreira 

 
It’s great that the learners are able to engage in fitness and 
conditioning as well as ball sports (prior to the suspension 
of contact sport).  
 
Going forward, we have come up with some more creative 
ideas to keep learners active whilst maintaining the current 
SOPs.  
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WEARING A MASK TO SCHOOL 
Mrs SJ Olivier 

 
 A mask MUST be worn at all times.  Remember that your cloth mask must 
have a minimum of two layers. You may not re-use a single use mask.  
 
Always wear your mask correctly! The mask must cover your nose and your 
mouth and fit snugly over the bridge of your nose and against the sides of your 
face.  
Before you put your mask on, wash or sanitise your hands properly.  
 
Remember that you must wear your mask when you arrive at the school gate 
to have your temperature checked and recorded. Avoid touching your mask 

while you are wearing it. Wash your mask after every use.  

 
CONTACT DETAILS OF SCHOOL MANAGEMENT AND GRADE HEADS:  
 

Receptionist 
Cindy Duma Cindy.D3@curro.co.za 

 

Head of High School Dion Kotze 
 

Dion.K@curro.co.za 
 

FET Phase Head Sarah-Jane Olivier 
 

Sarah-Jane.O01@curro.co.za 

Snr Phase Head Donne Valkenburg 
 

Donne.V1@curro.co.za 

Head of Sport Adrian Ferreira Adrian.F@curroholdings.co.za 
 

Head of Culture Saskia Snyders Saskia.S@curro.co.za 
 

 
Grade 12 Heads 

Judy Beeston Judy.B@curroholdings.co.za 
 

Anita Bornman 
 

Anita.B@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 11 Heads 

Janine Tobin Janine.T@curro.co.za 
 

Geneva Schmidt 
 

Geneva.G1@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 10 Heads 

Kelsey Gallon  Kelsey.G2@curro.co.za 
 

Loutjie de Wet Loutjie.D@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 9 Heads 

Kyla Hayter Kyla.H@curro.co.za 

Warrick Hammond Warrick.H@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 8 Heads 

Hayley Dawson Hayley.D2@curro.co.za 

Craig Hourquebie Craig.H2@curro.co.za 

 

mailto:Dion.K@curro.co.za
mailto:Sarah-Jane.O01@curro.co.za
mailto:Donne.V1@curro.co.za
mailto:Adrian.F@curroholdings.co.za
mailto:Saskia.S@curro.co.za
mailto:Judy.B@curroholdings.co.za
mailto:Anita.B@curro.co.za
mailto:Janine.T@curro.co.za
mailto:Kelsey.G2@curro.co.za
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We wish you and your loved ones continued health – please keep safe. 
 

 
 
 
Yours in education, 
 
Dion Kotze 
Head of High School 
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