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Dear Parents, Guardians & Learners 

 
The words “we are going online” result in different 
reactions. Dads start gulping (“Do we buy another 
laptop? Is our data sufficient?”), Moms start 
panicking (“What MORE must I do?”), Learners start 
planning (“Which subjects can I ditch for Play 
Station?”) and Teachers go into overdrive. 
 
Online education is the use of educational 
technologies to mediate the curriculum and can refer 

to offerings where learning activities take place fully online as well as the use of blended or mixed 
methodologies, such as the hybrid learning model that Curro Aurora has embraced very 
successfully.  
 

Online learning may not be first prize, but our track record speaks for itself… 
 
We learnt many valuable lessons throughout 2020 and were able to fight our way through a myriad 
of pitfalls to design an online offering that works for our school community. 
 

Online learning at Curro Aurora is premised on the assumption that education in general is moving 
towards flexible forms of provision, and increasingly includes mixes of blended and fully online 
teaching and learning provision. This takes place in various configurations; therefore, strengthening 
Curro Aurora’s capacity to support online delivery of classes, learner support and learning content, 
and the use of technology-enhanced teaching and learning can only result in increased access to 
and success in quality education. 
 
It is, however, reliant upon the skills of our teachers, the structures enforced by our parents and the 
ownership taken of the learning process by our learners. Innovation, flexibility, and agility are 
encouraged. Equally, there may be services, platforms, or tools where it is more effective or efficient 
for Curro Aurora to adopt external solutions like MS Teams and Exam.net. This does mean that we 
do not have complete control over the functionality of these platforms, but we do strive to provide 
support to our learners who have difficulties and need assistance.  
 
Improving learner access, success and throughput rates is a very serious challenge for any school 
and is a priority focus at Curro Aurora. Our motto of “no child left behind” still stands and we are 
committed to delivering quality education during these difficult times.  
 
Communication is key to this and we therefore remind learners and parents that you are most 
welcome to reach out to our staff if you need assistance or feel overwhelmed – together, we will 
make 2021 a successful academic year. 
 
 
 

Date:  22 January 2021 Issue no.:  2 

mailto:info@aurora.co.za


 

 
2 

ACADEMIC ARRANGEMENTS MONDAY 25 JANUARY UNTIL 29 JANUARY 

(subject to change) 

 

• All learners online. 

• Classes to follow normal school timetable. 

• Tutor class at 07:45 is compulsory. 

• All lessons MUST be attended – please contact subject teacher and/or Grade Head if you are 

unable to attend for any reason. 

• Tests will be written on Exam.net  

 

GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

1.  Learners are expected to take responsibility for their academics by attending all online 

lessons, completed tasks and assessments by the due date, and communicating 

timeously with their teachers should they experience any difficulties. As 2020 taught 

us, remaining up-to-date with work is essential.  

2. Online learners need to be ready to start classes at their regular school time each day 

for the whole day – classes will follow the current timetable. Tutor lessons will be used 

to communicate grade-specific information. 

3. Learners who do not have access or who have limited access to internet/laptops must 

please inform their respective Grade Heads. 

4. All extra-mural activities are cancelled until further notice. Specific arrangements in 

terms of online activities to be communicated.  

5. Attendance at all classes is mandatory.  

6. Laptops and cell phones are to be fully charged each morning, ready for the day’s 

classes. If learners experience difficulty during the day, admin and IT staff can be 

contacted for assistance or contact: servicedesk@curro.co.za or 087 285 1699.  

7. Learners who are struggling must contact their teachers or Grade Heads via Teams.  

8. Learners must ensure that all workbooks are at home, to ensure continuity of learning.  
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CULTURE  

Dear Creatives! This is for you! 

 

Curro CAS 2021 is here to create a platform where you can 

engage with the world in a meaningful and creative way; for you 

to have a creative outlet; and where you can perform, sing, 

dance, make, draw, Tweet, photograph, paint, play, write, 

CREATE. 

Curro Aurora High School has participated for the past two years 

and we have been one of the most successful schools. Be part of 

this winning creative team and sign up now. 

Entries have opened and will stay open until 26 February. 

 

If you are interested in signing up and becoming part of Curro Aurora High School’s legacy of 

remarkable creatives, then join the Curro CAS MS Team with the following code: 

8z38uuy 

Let’s Create! 

 
SPORT 
Mr Adrian Ferreira 

 
As previously communicated, we at Curro Aurora have set goals to improve the 
overall fitness of our Curro Aurora learners and create and/or enhance a healthier 
lifestyle. Mr Craig Hourquebie and Ms Nicole Webb were meant to offer fitness 
and conditioning sessions to learners and teams on Monday and Thursday 
afternoons. Due to the current Lockdown protocols, these sessions cannot take 
place.  
 
In lieu of these sessions, we encourage all learners to continue with in Mr 
Hourquebie’s beneficial and fun Fitness Friday sessions. To those learners who 

have not taken the opportunity to participate, it’s never too late to begin. These sessions are sent to 
all learners via the various staff/learner communication groups and also appear on the Curro Aurora 
Facebook page on a weekly basis. Learners who do any other fitness or exercise regimens, are 
also encouraged to maintain these activities. You as parents or guardians can play a key role in 
motivating and getting your children involved in fitness and conditioning, and we encourage you to 
work in conjunction with the staff to realise greater learner participation.  
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Given that there is no extra-mural sport at the moment, it is most imperative that all learners who 
will be playing sport must keep exercising and working on the skills applicable to each sporting code. 
We hope to resume practice and matches as soon as we are allowed to. Continuous exercise, 
conditioning and skills-based practice should put those involved in good stead ahead of resumption 
of participation. 
 
“Do something today that your future self will thank you for.”  - Sean Patrick Flanery 

 
 
TIPS FOR TEAMS: 
 

1. Be active and engaged. 

No one likes a “quiet and empty” house. Let’s agree to engage 

as much as possible! We will encourage each other to share by 

sharing ourselves. 

 

2. Be kind and supportive 

This is a no-brainer but still good to have as one of our house 

rules. In Teams, you have so many ways to show your support 

using – reactions, GIFs, stickers, Memes, and much more. Let’s 

be respectful to one other and show our support for one another. 

 

3. When you join the meeting, turn your video camera and microphone off unless your teacher 
has instructed you otherwise. To do this, click the microphone and video camera sliders so 
they are both set to off. You can always turn them on in the meeting if the teacher requests 
it. 
 

4. If your teacher does want you to turn your video camera on, blur your background. This 
creates the best learning experience for all of your peers. You won't have to worry about 
something behind you distracting another student or being potentially offensive. To blur your 
background, click the middle slider when you join your meeting. This will open a panel on the 
right side of the screen with several background options. Pick Blur to obscure details of 
everything behind you. 

 
5. Use the meeting chat to ask questions. Your teacher will likely have guidance for the best 

way to raise your hand, but a common way is to click the Chat icon in the meeting, then tap 
on the “Raise Your Hand” icon. Then wait for the teacher to call on you. 

 
6. Follow your timetable and try not to fall behind – if you are experiencing ANY difficulty, talk 

to your teacher and ask for assistance. In class they can gauge where you may feel lost by 

reading facial expressions or body language. In an online learning environment, YOU must 

reach out and ASK.  
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PROCEDURES WHEN WE RETURN TO SCHOOL CAMPUS: 
 

• The wearing of cloth masks is compulsory. The wearing of screens will only be permitted if worn 
with a mask. 

• The sanitising of hands remains a priority. Sanitiser is provided by the school, but we also 
encourage learners to carry their own.  

• Social distancing must always be adhered to. Staff will be on duty to enforce this rule. In classes 
where laboratory desks are in use, dividers will be used to ensure social distancing. At this stage, 
spectators will not be permitted to observe extra-murals.  

• Movement on the campus will be minimised as far as possible.  

• Presently, as per the SOP, learners are not permitted to get changed for PE, sport, or any other 
extra-curricular activities during the school day. We kindly ask that learners attend school 
wearing their school PE kit on sport and PE days as per teacher instructions. 

 
 

WEARING A MASK TO SCHOOL 
Mrs SJ Olivier 
 
A mask MUST be worn at all times.  Remember that your cloth mask must have a minimum of two 
layers. You may not re-use a single use mask. 

 
Always wear your mask correctly! The mask must 
cover your nose and your mouth and fit snugly over 
the bridge of your nose and against the sides of your 
face. 
 
Before you put your mask on, wash or sanitise your 
hands properly. 
 
Remember that you will have to be wearing your mask 
when you arrive at the school gate to have your 
temperature checked. 
 
Avoid touching your mask while you are wearing it.  
 
Make sure your mask fits correctly so that you do not 
need to adjust it.  
 

If you do touch your mask, be sure to sanitise your hands immediately. 
 
When removing your mask, do not touch the front of the mask.  
 
Remove it by using the ties around your head or behind your ears. 
 
Wash your mask after every use.  
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CONTACT DETAILS OF SCHOOL MANAGEMENT AND GRADE HEADS:  
 

Receptionist 
Cindy Duma Cindy.D3@curro.co.za 

 

Head of High School Dion Kotze 
 

Dion.K@curro.co.za 
 

FET Phase Head Sarah-Jane Olivier 
 

Sarah-Jane.O01@curro.co.za 

Snr Phase Head Donne Valkenburg 
 

Donne.V1@curro.co.za 

Head of Sport Adrian Ferreira Adrian.F@curroholdings.co.za 
 

Head of Culture Saskia Snyders Saskia.S@curro.co.za 
 

 
Grade 12 Heads 

Judy Beeston Judy.B@curroholdings.co.za 
 

Anita Bornman 
 

Anita.B@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 11 Heads 

Janine Tobin Janine.T@curro.co.za 
 

Geneva Schmidt 
 

Geneva.G1@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 10 Heads 

Kelsey Gallon  Kelsey.G2@curro.co.za 
 

Loutjie de Wet Loutjie.D@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 9 Heads 

Kyla Hayter Kyla.H@curro.co.za 

Warrick Hammond Warrick.H@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 8 Heads 

Hayley Dawson Hayley.D2@curo.co.za 

Craig Hourquebie Craig.H2@curro.co.za 

 

 
We wish you and your loved ones continued health – please keep safe. 
 

 
 
Yours in education, 
 
Dion Kotze 
Head of High School 
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