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2020 
A year to

remember!

A special thank you!

Fear...Feeling overwhelmed...Anger...Frustration and even sadness.

These were all feelings that some of us experienced during the lockdown period.

Children, parents, family members and even the leadership in our country, had no perfect answer on how 
to cope with the COVID-19 pandemic.

But then there was the Curro Teaching Team.

They showed us how to turn feelings of fear into bravery – by exploring the online PowerPoints and online 
classes with us.

They turned feelings of being overwhelmed, into being in control again – by setting a daily timetable that 
gave us a new routine.

They turned feelings of anger and frustration into hope and faith – because they believed in us.

They turned feelings of sadness into positivity – by sharing inspirational messages and videos with us.

Although COVID-19 created various challenges, it also helped us grow and to experience the true value 
of life.

The Curro Teaching Team made me feel safe and gave me hope and now more than ever I understand 
the Curro slogan of “Learners2Leaders” because of the amazing impact the Curro teachers have on all of 
us, every day.

The Curro Teaching Team helped me to stop 
being afraid of what could go wrong and start 
being excited about what could go right.

I appreciate the Curro Teaching Team every day.

 An oral recited by Risa Burger (Grade 4)   
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Staff

Goodbye

This is, until we meet again, and not farewell! Curro Durbanville says goodbye to Teacher 
Christine van der Westhuizen. She is fortunately not leaving the Curro family but is joining 
Curro Head Office as a curriculum manager. We will remember her as a formidable educator, 
who, with a very good knowledge of her subjects, helped her learners reach their full 
potential. Her positive attitude towards life and her contagious smile will be missed by 
everyone at the school. We know you will embrace this new chapter with enthusiasm. 
Wishing you everything of the best with your future plans.

Sadly, at the end of this year we say goodbye to Ms Tanya De Jesus. Ms Tanya joined 
the Grade 4 team in 2017 and immediately impacted all the learners that passed 
through her classroom. A quote from Brad Henry sums up Ms Tanya in a few key 
words: “A good teacher can inspire hope; ignite the imagination and instil a love of 
learning.” Her loving character, vibrant personality and laugh will be sorely missed by 
all at Curro Durbanville. We wish her only the very best as she embarks on her new 
adventures at Curro Uitzicht.

It is with great sadness that we must bid farewell to Julia Jones. Julia was one of the first 
teachers at Curro Durbanville. She started her teaching career at Curro Durbanville where 
she taught from a bedroom in a house in Park St where Curro began. Julia has been a 
member of our staff for the past 22 years. She has played an invaluable role in making 
our Grade R what it is today. Julia was Grade Head for the past 5 years. She taught the 
Group 5 class for 10 years before moving to Grade R. Julia is an incredibly passionate 
teacher who is loved by her colleagues, parents and of course her learners. She will be 
remembered for her bubbly personality, creativity, energy and infectious laughter. Julia 
was the driving force behind very successful Grade R graduation concerts and was very 
involved in many of the school's highly successful productions like “Annie” and “The 
Sound of Music” to name a few. Julia was also a much-loved hockey coach.
Julia Jones has been such an asset to our school, and we are very sad to say goodbye to 
her. We wish her everything of the best for the future.

We welcomed Teacher Melissa 
Coetzee as a Grade 2 English 
teacher, in a temporary position, on 

St
the 1  August. In her short amount of 
time with us, she has made a huge 
and ever lasting impression on both 
the learners in her class and fellow 
colleagues. Her friendly smile and 
bubbly personality will be missed in 
the Grade 2 passage. We wish her all 
the best in her future endeavors and 

hope that her path may cross our way again soon.

How lucky were the Grade 3s to have 
such a brilliant teacher join us for 6 
months while Teacher Carrie was on 
maternity leave. Mrs Liaan Ashlin has 
been an incredible asset to our Grade 3 
team. The learners in her class have 
thoroughly enjoyed her lessons and have 
grown very fond of her. She also showed 
off her Xhosa talents by heading up the 
Xhosa project for the Grade R-7s. 

We thank her for her hard work, commitment and passion for 
teaching and wish her well as she takes up her permanent 
post in Grade R at Brackenfell Primary in 2021.
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Grade 3 - Cursive Licences
Well done to the Grade 3 learners who, through consistent hard work and determination, have earned their 
cursive licences. Your teachers are so proud of you!
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Curro 
Minecraft 

Clash League 

The Curro Minecraft Clash 
League 2 started in September. 
Curro entered two teams, one in 
each age category. Build battles 
were held and 32 teams in each 
category had to compete for the 
winning title. Teams were divided 
into pools and after each game 
the scores were added up to be 
in the top 16. Unfortunately, our 
Eagle team did not make the top 
16 for the play offs. 

The Ravens made it through to the play 
offs and the quarter finals and finally came 
second overall in the tournament. We are 
very proud of these learners; this 
tournament requires hours of practice and 
commitment! 

We are very grateful to Mrs Yolande for 
her enthusism and passion in getting 
Minecraft up and running in our school. 
Thanks to her we will continue with 
Minecraft Club in 2021 from Grade 4. 
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Grade 1 - Orientation evening

On 2 and 3 November, the new Curro Grade 1 
parents were able to attend an information 
evening in our school's beautiful auditorium.
Strict Covid protocol was adhered to. Parents 
were given the opportunity to ask questions
after being addressed by the staff. Everything from 
stationery, school uniforms, sports exercises & 
school bags were discussed.
Now everyone is ready for Grade 1 2021!
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Art club
Thank you Teacher Anouk!
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Zoë-Jane Davies

Cherise GouwsRio MarumoDanica Muller

Caitlyn OlkersHannah MullerLogan Hendricks
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Milla KotzeReese Fredericks
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Jodie Thomson

Jessica HoffmanVian WeidemanLené Joubert

Luca BakkesAlexa CollenTara du Preez

Marlené v NiekerkEmma Lategan
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Caitlin Schutte Jamie vd Westhuizen

Noa TerblanchIsabel Botha

Nina CoetzeeAmy PerkinsGray Steyn

Robyn Barry

Tamiya Wegener
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Sarah-Lee Ashlin

Sabiya KhanZanne MarcusZenande Raqowa

Caitlin PetersenBlane ErnstzenIsabella Heyns

Zarah FisherMataya Hiscock
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Cara Coetzee

Anri SaaymanLara Louw

Pierre Verbeek

Caylinn CorneliusLeonie ZimmermannStephanie Borman

Anri Saayman

Cara Coetzee
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The music has been echoing through our passages these 
past few weeks!

Everyone was busy preparing and recording for the first 
Curro online concert. What a huge success! Our very first 
online concert called 'The Young Performers Virtual 
Showcase' was broadcast on Facebook over 7 Thursday 
evenings. Items were pre-recorded and processed into a 
concert format. In this way, every music student could 
have the opportunity to share his or her musical talent 
with everyone who wanted and could listen. In addition to 
the preparations for this, a number of pupils completed 
their ABRSM theory exams achieving great success.

We are incredibly proud of each student's enthusiasm, 
zeal, conscientiousness and perseverance. These 
qualities are characteristic of anyone who plays a musical 
instrument and achieves success in it.

Congratulations! You make us proud!.Our Music 
Department deserves all the praise for this wonderful 

initiative.

Music
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‘Chess

Sport

Online chess from home

During Term 4, the chess coaching had to take a new route to 
accommodate the COVID-19 pandemic. Coaching still occurred on 
Tuesdays, but with an amended two-hour online slot from 16:00 – 
18:00.  Players had to register on the Lichess.com platform, allowing 
them to play online chess from the comfort of their own homes.  
Coach Roland Willenberg focused on demonstration and analysis of 
games, whilst newly appointed coach Kenny took care of the 
technical aspect of the online coaching. 

The first hour of the lesson is spent on playing games. The 
Lichess.com platform randomly selects opponents to play matches 
of a 10-minute format. Players progress at their own pace, but an 
average of three matches are mostly maintained. During this section 
of the lesson, the coaches observe and take notes. At times, the 
coaches play games with individuals, providing live comments to 
enhance the game tactics. 

The second hour of the lesson is spent on a group meeting, with 
players joining the room. Coach selects a game, with the most 
instructional value, as played during the first hour of the lesson. He 
then re-plays the game, analyses the game plan, advising all players 
on theoretical principals, and suggests possible better moves to 
improve tactics and mistakes to avoid.  

Should online chess coaching continue, we plan on enrolling more 
players to fill each of the various age groups in order for equal 
strength players to compete against each other. We are very proud 
of the learners who did take up the invite to join the online chess 
coaching. 

2020 FIDE ONLINE WORLD CADETS AND YOUTH 
RAPID CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS

By virtue of her position in the top ten players of the 
u/12 girl team for the Africa Confederation, Amahle 
Zenzile has been invited to participate at the 2020 
FIDE Online World Cadets & Youth Rapid Chess 
Championships in the Open Category.  This event will 
be an online championship, hosted from 27 November 
to 23 December 2020.  Further arrangements will 
follow, but in the meanwhile we wish to congratulate 
our chess star on this brilliant achievement! 

New Normal Role Call



Tennis
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During October our Foundation phase 
learners had tennis talent identification 
which has assessed by Karen and 
Grant Frye and their team. The learners 
were given the opportunity to display 
their talents in various forms. The 
classes went in sessions, completed 
rotating stations ranging from balance, 
ball skills, hand eye coordination, and 
racket skills. This talent identification 
was done to ensure an early start to our 
2021 tennis season, and we are so 
proud of the hidden talent identified. 
The intermediate phase learners were 
given the same opportunity after the 
exams. 

CURRO DURBANVILLE’S TENNIS SUPER STAR!

Milla Kotze had a very successful tennis tour in Bloemfontein.
 
During the first tournament, Bloemfontein was caught in a heatwave and 
matches were played in 37+ degrees. All the children had to work really hard 
and push through to finish matches. Milla came 5th in singles and 2nd in 
doubles.
 
There was slight relief for the participants with Nationals and the mercury 

stuck at 30 degrees. We even lost one full day due to Highveld 
thunderstorms and rain. Milla finished at Nationals 3rd in singles and 
advanced to the semifinals for doubles, when her teammate unfortunately 
had to withdraw from the tournament.
 
During the 2020 season, Milla participated in 5x Growthpoint Super 8 
tournaments. Her results in singles were as follows.
 
PE Super 8 - 6th (semi's dbls)
Boland Super 8 - 8th (semi's dbls / 2nd mix)
WP Super 8 - 6th (1st dbls / 1st mix)
FS Super 8 - 5th (2nd dbls)
NATIONALS - 3rd (semi's dbls)
 
With these results, she finished the year in 4th place on the Super 8 
rankings.

We are very proud of you Milla!



 16 16

Eskom Expo 

District colours:
Front row, left to right: SD Schmidt (athletics), Ruben Kotze (tennis), 
Ryan Huesmann (chess).
Second row, left to right: Clea Nel (chess), Uthmaan Joseph (chess), 
Liam Priestley (chess), Mila Snyman (chess), Ethan van Heerden 
(chess).
Back row, left to right: Milla Vorster (chess), Brentlee Damon (athletics), 
Loghan Stander (chess).

WP colours:
Front row, left to right: Emlyn Wilson (chess), Anton 
Nieuwoudt (swimming & biathlon), Konrad Kotze (mountain 
biking).
Second row, left to right: Dehan van Deventer (tennis), 
James Wilson (chess), Drake Dicks (chess), Line Sauerman 
(tennis), Leah Pheiffer (tennis), Evan Schoeman (tennis).
Third row, left to right: Milla Kotze (tennis), Caitlyn Olkers 
(chess), Christoff Dreyer (tennis), Ewald Adinall (chess), SD 
Schmidt (biathlon), Ethan van Heerden (chess), Declan 
Olkers (chess).
Back row, left to right: Emma Pheiffer (tennis), Ollie Nesdale (underwater hockey), Amahle Zenzile 
(chess).
Insert: Bahle Yako(action netball), Jenna Theron (tennis), Trinity van Beeck (chess)

SA colours:
Left to right: Alexa Collen 
(dance), Hannah van 
Heerden (chess).
Insert: Bahle Yako (indoor 
netball).

Congratulations to the following learners on 

their achievements.

Eskom Expo for Young Scientists goes virtual
We are extremely proud of our learners who, despite the 
challenges of COVID-19 and Lockdown, continued working 
diligently on their Science investigations, until completion.  This 
year, for the very first time, the Eskom Expo for Young Scientists 
Competition went virtual, with learners submitting all research and 
accompanying documents, as well as a short video explaining 
their investigation, conclusion and motivation behind their choice 
of topic.
Congratulations to Zoȅ -Jane Davies in Grade 6 who has been awarded bronze for her investigation on 
'Eco friendly hats' and to Shaun Stander and Ewan Kruger in Grade 7, for obtaining silver for their 
investigation on 'The Power of 7;  Myth or fact and how it influences the working brain and academic 
performance.'
All three learners have been invited to submit their investigations in the National Competition.
We are extremely proud of Zoë-Jane, Shaun and Ewan and wish them all the best in the next round.  Our 
heartfelt thanks to Mrs Ilse Ferreira who has mentored our learners throughout Science Expo. Your 
outstanding guidance and mentorship is highly valued. 


