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Annabelle Hulley (Gr. 3)

Ricko Vorster (Gr. R)Rethabile Kaleni (Gr. 1) Kayden Pryor (Gr. 1)

Caillope Summers (Gr. 5)Gorgia Steenkamp (Gr. 1)

Brandon Hulley (Gr. 1)

Charlotte Harris (Gr. 1)

Welcome to all our

new learners!
Since the start of the Lockdown in late March, 35 new learners have 
joined the Curro Durbanville Primary School family. 

Several of these learners joined our school while teaching was still 
happening online. They met their teacher and new classmates via 
Teams. After a long wait, they were finally able to meet their new 
friends face to face. All be it behind a mask and from 1,5m away.   
Curro Durbanville has always had a reputation as being a very 
welcoming and friendly place and the new learners have assured us 
they all feel happy and at home in their new school. 

We wish they could have experienced all the sport, culture and other 
fun activities we had planned for this year, but unfortunately it was 
not to be. We hope and trust that next year will be more 'normal'.

Welcome to all the new 'Lockdown learners'!
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Alex Baker (Gr. 3)

Zoë Saayman (Gr. 6)Nina Visser (Gr. R)Ryley Williams (Gr. 5)Niel van Wyk (Gr. 5)

Madison vd Heever (Gr. 6)Logan Slabbert (Gr. 6)Lara Gentis (Gr. 2)Jodie Thomson (Gr. 6)

Jean-Pierre Neethling (Gr. 4)Jesse Verkuil (Gr. 3)Ethan Baker (Gr. 5)Christy-Anne Volkwyn (Gr.2)

Chad Laubscher (Gr. 6)Boyan Jason Zhang (Gr. 5)Bailey Prohn (Gr. 6)

We know you are going to

be very happy in your 

new school!
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Goodbye and Welcome

Teacher’s Day

Mrs Carla Kurt joined Curro Durbanville in January 2020 and made an immediate impact 
on each learner who had the privilege of being taught by her. Her energy was 
contagious, and the learners could be heard for miles singing the English Language and 
punctuation rules that she taught them, using songs or 
rhymes. Mrs Kurt will be remembered fondly by her learners 
and we thank her for all the effort that she put in, in her short 
time with us. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to welcome Mr 
Francois du Plessis to the Curro Durbanville family. We are 
very excited about all that he will offer our learners, not only in 
the classroom but also on the sports field.

On 5 October we celebrated World 
Teacher’s Day. Thank you to the PAC for 

spoiling us with coffee and treats. The 
teachers were also blessed with 
a delicious lunch at Meerendal.

A big thank you to all the parents 
for spoiling the teachers so 

much. It is really appreciated!

Congratulations

Congratulations to Mrs Carrie 
Theron and her husband Erik. 
They welcomed Remi, a 
beautiful baby boy, to their 
family on Thursday 20 August. 
We wish her family a blessed 
time together! 
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Although 1 September was an icy cold day with snow on the mountains, our children welcomed Spring 
with flowery outfits and crazy hair. Just as crazy as 2020 has been thus far! Like always, Mr Chad was a 
brilliant DJ in the hall and the children had a chance to go on stage and show off their flower power 
outfits and hair. Some children even managed a few dance moves to warm them up a little. The stage 
was beautifully decorated with balloons, rainbows and flowers. Three winners from each grade were 
chosen and rewarded with yummy chocolates. What a wonderful way to start the September 
examinations!
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Curro Durbanville's Grade 6 learners attended a leadership 
development course with TVG - The Ventures Group on 
Friday, 2 October. 

Our future leaders of 2021 had the opportunity to participate 
in a comprehensive Leadership Development Curriculum on 
our school premises.  The TVG team rolled out a full 
programme for the day, with our learners engaging in a wide 
range of educational activities.

The TVG facilitators walked our learners through several 
'leadership and team scenarios' in a fun and interactive way.  
The highlight of the day was the digital scavenger hunt, 
which made use of GPS co-ordinates which the learners 
had to follow on an app on their electronic devices to tackle 
and complete various activities. Another favourite was 
archery...a first for many to use a bow and arrow. 
The following topics were covered throughout the day:
-The importance of different groups and mindsets within a 
team.
-The realisation of how “clicks" can affect the overall 
performance of a team.
-How working in a team requires people to be co-ordinated 
with a proper line of communication.
-The importance of support and patience in a team.
-Group dynamics training: covering areas like setting an 
example, sense of achievement, taking pride in your role 
within a group, absenteeism and how this effects the group, 
time management, responsibility and accountability and 
looking at the bigger picture within a group.

The day was thoroughly enjoyed by all, and our Grade 6 
learners were able to really bond in an informal and fun-filled environment.  We are looking forward to 
seeing how they take these new skills and knowledge that they've acquired, into their classrooms and on 
Curro Durbanville's campus.

This is #Learners2Leaders

Grade-6 Leadership Development
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Matric Farewell Assembly

A beautiful assembly was held for the 
th

matrics of 2020 on Thursday 8  October. As 
is tradition at Curro Durbanville, the primary 
school got an opportunity to bid farewell to 
the matriculants of that year. The theme this 
year was “Stars”. Like the amazing stars 
that fill the night skies, the matrics of this 
year have shone, as they navigated this 
rather challenging year. In honour of this 
amazing group, the primary school 
presented the matrics with their very own 
star. Their star, named Virtus is situated in 
the Phoenix Constellation, located in the 
southern hemisphere.  Each matric student 
received the deed to their star, while Ms. 
Olivia van Heerden presented Mr Stroebel, 
with the star pack on behalf of the primary 
school. A stunning speech was delivered by 
Teacher Julia Jones. The following is an 
extract from her speech:
 “May you be guided by the stars, may your 
dreams become reality, and when you close 
your eyes let the night skies of shinning 
beauty inspire your thoughts, empower you 
to think out of the box and wake the passion 
in you to make a difference.  Always 
remember that you cannot make a 
difference if you are like everyone else. 
Embrace WHO you are.  You are our 
superstars of today.” These words 
epitomize the ethos of Curro Durbanville, 
where every student is encouraged to be 
the best version of themselves. 
The assembly culminated in the matrics 
enjoying a “stroll down memory lane” while 
watching a slide show encompassing their 
primary school endeavors.  In addition to 
the star deed, each 
matric student also 
received a gorgeous, 
carved wooden 
keyring, to remind 
them of their primary 
school years. It truly 
was a beautiful 
experience for all 
concerned. A huge 
thank you to Teacher 
Debbie Wigington for 
organising this special 
event!
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Etiquette Committee

During Term 4 we are focusing on loyalty, 

responsibility, caring, and positivity as part of 

our themes.

These themes are discussed with the learners 

in the classroom and videos displaying these 

key qualities are watched during assemblies.

We would like each learner to develop and 

display these qualities, as we believe it helps 

build the character of our young learners.

We encourage all parents to follow through with 

these themes at home, pointing out key 

moments where your child has displayed these 

wonderful characteristics.

The Covid-19 pandemic could not stop the “On the tip of 
your tongue” public speaking competition! Four of our 
learners were region winners at the countrywide “On the tip 
of your tongue” public speaking competition! Because of 
Covid 19, learners used the online platform to take part in 
the competition. Zoë Davies, Ina Truter, Inge Dippenaar and 
Luca Human represented the Western Cape at the National 
Competition in October 2020.

Luca achieved second place in the 
finals. That is an amazing 
achievement. Congratulations, Luca!

We are very proud of all our adaptable, 
innovative speakers!

Luca Human

We just received the great news that 
Hannah Olujobi, grade 5, achieved a 
second place in the Public Speaking 
National final round 
of the Home 
Language division 
hosted by the South 
African Literacy 
Association. We are 
very proud of this 
fantastic 
achievement!
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A visit from Verny
Daniel van Deventer in Grade R, is super excited for big school next year, 
when he can get involved with Robotics.  Here he is with his self-built robot 
Verny.  Daniel programmes Verny to do specific movements and even gets 
him to talk.  The future of Robotics lives in Daniel and he is very passionate 
about Verny his robot. He also had the opportunity to show his class and 
Teacher Yolande, our IT teacher, his skills.

Robotics

Grade 5:
Christof Dreyer
Casey Berlion
Mia Cecilia Kriel
Ngcali Dantile
Grace Lynch
Anja Muller
Luca Human
Robyn Barry
Carlu van der Merwe
Ruben Kotzé

Grade 6:
Milla Vorster
Nina Dippenaar
Lené Joubert
Zoë-Jane Davies
Tara du Preez
Wilmien Verbeek
Marlené van Niekerk
Cherié Shum
Milla Kotze
Rachael Jeffrey

Grade 7:
Trinity van Beeck
Ollie Nesdale
Engela Whittle
Kiarah Skippers
Hannah Henderson
Abner Paul
Antoné van der Walt
Liam Volschenk
Jana du Piesanie
Kayla Weideman

Top 10 academic achievers
Every term, the top 10 academic achievers in Grade 5 to 7 receive a special badge, which they 
are allowed to wear on their uniform, for the rest of that term. They must then hand the badge 
back and try to earn it again in the next term. Congratulations to the top 10 academic achievers 
in Grade 5 to 7 for term 3!

CURRO CREATE NATIONAL YOUTH 
THEATRE FESTIVAL 2020

Six of our learners recently took part in the 
#Straight2Camera Monologue festival and we are proud of 
their exceptional achievements in the Young Stars category 
(grade 4 to 7).

LEARNER  GRADE  AWARD  
Cheriè Shum  6 Silver  
Grace Lynch  5 Gold 
Hannah Henderson  7 Bronze  
Jessica Hoffman  6 Bronze  
Luca Human  5 Gold 
Mia-Cecilia Kriel  5 Gold  

 
Mia-Cecilia, Luca and Grace finished among the top 10 
and took part in the final round which was broadcast online 
on the Curro Create Facebook page. Mia-Cecilia was 
announced as the overall winner and Luca was the runner 
up. Congratulations to every participant. We are very proud 
of everyone as well as your talent shown on the creative 
side. 

Mia-Cecilia Kriel Luca Human Grace Lynch

Cheriè Shum Jessica HoffmanHannah Henderson
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In Term 3 the Grade 4's learned about VINCENT VAN GOGH and recreated one of his artworks. He 
was a Dutch artist who lived long ago and painted many pictures which now hang in museums all over 
the world. Some of his favourite subjects were sunflowers and night skies, like the ones above, titled 
The Starry Night.

art
We are going to select 20 of our learners best art pictures to be framed to go up in the passages.
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Chess
Term 2 and 3 update

WP METRO TRIALS

The WP Metro Trials were hosted at Fairmont High 
School on 13 and 14 March. Twelve players were 
selected to participate in the Western Cape Trials, 
scheduled for May. Unfortunately, the event was 
cancelled. The results were as follows: 

Sport

PLA YER A G E 
G RO UP                 
under 

RA NKING 

Reegan Palm er  13 Boys  1st 
E than van Heerden  13 Boys  9th 
Drake D icks  13 Boys  10th 
Am ahle Zenzile  13 G irls  1st 
Trin ity van Beeck 13 G irls  4th 
Caitlyn O lkers 13 G irls  6th 
M illa Vorster 13 G irls 12th 
Declan O lkers 11 Boys  4th 
Jesse Palm er 11 Boys  10th 
Jam es W ilson 11 Boys  23rd 
Ryan Huesm ann 11 Boys  30th 
Hannah van Heerden 11 G irls 6th 
Loghan Stander   9 Boys  20th 
Jordan Palm er   9 Boys  30th 
Em lyn W ilson   9 G irls 3rd 
M ila Snym an   9 G irls 6th 
C lea Nel   9 G irls 8th 

 
NO LOCKDOWN FOR CHESS

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and Lockdown, chess tournaments were either postponed or cancelled. 
e.g. The South African Junior Chess Closed Championship (SAJCCC), The World Chess Tournament in 
Panama as well as all Western Province and Western Cape tournaments for schools.

Chess players, however, continued to play chess. Platforms changed to online Rapid and Blitz 
Tournaments. Social Chesskids Tournaments progressed to organised tournaments on Lichess.org and 
Chess.com platforms i.e. WCCA Mandela Day Chess Festival, Bottomup Junior Swiss Rapid, WCCA 
Woman's Chess Swiss Open, Equanimity Junior Swiss Rapids, etc.  Instead of medals, the Top 3 players 
received prize money. 

 

Some results received were:

CURRO CHESS WOLVES vs PANORAMA:

This event was hosted on 4 August.  The Wolves beat their opponents with a score of  68 to 26. The team 
was represented by James Wilson (Gr. 5), Jesse Palmer (Gr.5), Zanté Palmer (gr. 8) and Emlyn Wilson 
(Gr. 2). These players deserve praise for their excellent performance.

Well done to coach Roland Willenberg and 
his talented Curro Durbanville chess players. 

Congratulations to Taio van Stade and Kai Henderson
These two Grade 3 boys have een selected to represent the under 11 Hellenic 
soccer team for 2021. Well done boys!

We are very proud of our under 14 learners who have 
been drafted for the Cape Town Premier Hockey League
Girls: Hannah Henderson, Sienna Graser, Nina Stanich
Boys: Daniel Graser

Alexa Collen has been selected to reperesent SA in the 
TalentAfrica Competition, after being awarded 2 gold medals 
at the TalentAfrica Nationals. We are so proud of you Alexa!



SA JMASTER BLITZ:  30 APRIL

During this tournament, scheduled for 30 April, siblings James Wilson 
and Emlyn Wilson each won their under 11 and 9 age divisions.  The 
rising star, Emlyn Wilson, had the privilege of playing a Grand Master 
GM Adham Fawzy. Congratulations, Emlyn.  This is a memory to 
treasure for life. 
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16 JUNE                          
Youth Day tournament 

James Wilson 3rd Under 12 division 
Emlyn Wilson 7th Under 12 division 

25 JULY James Wilson 3rd Under 12 division 
 

Hannah van Heerden – under 10:  3rd (R100 prize money) 
James Wilson – under 12:  4th 
Ethan van Heerden – under 12:  17th 

 

NORTHERN CHESS CADETS

WCCA MANDELA DAY CHESS FESTIVAL: 18 JULY

Hannah was acknowledged by Western Cape chess for donating her 
prize money to disadvantaged players.

Hannah van Heerden – under 10:  2nd (R100 prize money) 
Ethan van Heerden – under 12:  10th 

 

BOTTOM UP JUNIOR SWISS RAPID: 1 AUGUST

Hannah van Heerden – under 10:  4th (Battling Bishops section) 
 

WCCA WOMEN'S CHESS SWISS OPEN:  8 AUGUST

Hannah van Heerden – under 10:  3rd  (R100 prize money) 
James Wilson – under 12:  4th 
Ethan van Heerden – under 12:  17th 

 

SAJ MASTER BLITZ: 30 APRIL

WORLDWIDE GIRLS BATTLE:

Caitlyn Olkers participates in this girls' tournament                                                                                                     
as an under 14 team member.  She has played 
three games every fortnight on a Thursday.  This SA 
team has since moved from section B to A ranking 
and recently came second, losing only to team 
England in the finals.  

Caitlyn has been placed in the Top 6                                                                                                                  
ranking twice and achieved 2nd ranking in the 
SA Team  and ended in 11th placing overall.  

Caitlyn, this is a brilliant accomplishment and we are 
extremely proud  of your achievements!
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INTER-CURRO CHESS
ONLINE TOURNAMENT

The first inter-Curro online chess                                                                                                
tournament was hosted on Saturday,                                                                                                                         

22 August 2020.  A surprising 234                                                                                                           
primary school entries were received                                                                                                          
from various schools in the CURRO                                                                                        

group. Six rounds of Rapid Swiss with                                                                                                            
a time control of 15/15 were played                                                                                                            
and pairing was done according to                                                                                                             

the Lichess.org platform. 

Nineteen Curro Durbanville players 
were awarded certificates of 
participation, namely:

  
Under 14:  Caitlyn Olkers, Milla 
Vorster, Aaditri Sahoo, Drake Dicks, 
Ethan van Heerden, Ewald Addinall, 
Ollie Nesdale, Daniel Rhode

Under 12:  James Wilson, Ryan 
Huesmann, Logan Priestley, Neil 
Rossouw, Sarah-Lee Ashlin

Under 10:  Loghan Stander, Matthew 
Holcombe, Christopher Russel, 
Jordan Braaf, Liam Priestley, Mila 
Snyman

Herewith the final tournament results:  

Under 10:  Winner of the age group: 
 Emlyn Wilson – 1st - gold

Under 12:  Hannah van Heerden – 3rd 
- bronze, Logan Priestley 4th, James 
Wilson 8th

Under 14:  Daniel Rhode – 4th

Curro Durbanville is 
extremely proud of all 

participants with special 
praise to the above-

mentioned.

under 10

under 12

Participants in the under 14 category are showing off their beautiful 
certificates.
Absent:  Ethan van Heerden, Drake Dicks 
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REEGAN PALMER 

An edited excerpt from an article written by Mr Paul for the Chess Cadets.   

The under 16 Chess Cadets division was won by Reegan Palmer (Gr. 7), a learner from Curro Durbanville 
and member of Steinitz Chess Club. Reegan was unbeaten and edged out his top-opponent.  Reegan 
started playing chess when he was only 6 years old. At the age of 8, he won the SAJCCC 2015 under 8 
division and qualified for The World Cadets in Greece where he ended as number 120 in the world! More 
recently, Reegan went on to achieve 4th place in the 2019 SAJCCC and competed in the African Youth 
Chess Championship where he came second with 6 wins, 4 draws and 1 loss!!  
 

 
“My inspiration is my coach, Roland Willenberg.                                                                                                               
He has always been there to help when I make                                                                                                 
mistakes and supply me with all constructive                                                                                                                  
criticism when it is needed; always believing                                                                                                                           
in me and encouraging me. ” 

 
Reegan explained that , “It is important to join                                                                                                                    
a good chess club (I belong to Steinitz) that                                                                                                                         
will support you and help you develop as                                                                                                                  
a junior player. ” 
 
Reegan’s advice to future GMs out there is ,                                                                                                              
“To play as much as you can in online and at                                                                                                            
actual events, seek to always learn and improve,                                                                                                    
and most importantly to build  yourself up and                                                                                                        
not break yourself down.                                                                                                                                            
Believe in yourself but stay humble! ” 
  

PHOTO CREDIT: REINT DYKEMA  

Chess during 
Lockdown



Cricket
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Primary school cricket started off with a big bang 
during the first term. All our teams from U9 to U13 
played midweek matches, with our senior teams 
playing on Saturdays as well.

The under 10 boys had their first taste of long format 
cricket and performed well. It was a real pleasure to 
see them enjoying the games and showing their talent. 
In total, the primary school played 46 matches. We are 
very proud of their results and performances.
Our under 8 and under 9 boys also participated in 
some mini cricket matches and tournaments which are 
always a big hit for both parents and the players.
We are also very proud that our High-Performance 
Centre and indoor nets are up and running, with cricket 
one-on-one and small group coaching happening 
under strict COVID-19 regulations. We are sure our 
boys are going to be ready for matches in the new 
year.


