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Dear Matrics

So you made it through the matric finals! Some of you will have
achieved the results you predicted, some will be surprised and
some will be disappointed. Fact is, school’s over for you and
the next stage of your lives beckons, unexplored, waiting for
you to realise all the potential you showed as Curro learners
– we couldn't be happier for you. Congratulations!
Over the last few years we watched you putting in the hard work and making
the sacrifices with a view to this day. You have really shown what you are
made of and must be proud of where you stand.
You're off now to bigger and better
things. In a few short years, you'll
say goodbye to this next stage of
your lives and hello to the rest of it.
We are so excited to think of all the
amazing things that you'll do, and the
places you'll go. Wherever life takes
you, we hope you remember to live
fully and realise the promise you
have shown thus far. Because trust
me, the years go by so fast – too fast.
One day you wake up and wonder
where the last ten years of your life
disappeared to.
For now, it's time to say goodbye.
Come back and see us. You know
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where we will be. We won't forget
you, and we hope you won’t forget
us either - join our alumni club at
alumni@curro.co.za. We cannot tell
you what pleasure it brings us to have
a learner come back and tell us how
they're doing.
You will forever be a part of our story
here. Now go and write your own.
Kind regards

Andries Greyling
CEO, Curro Holdings Ltd
www.curro.co.za | Towards the 21st century | Matric 2019 |
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Kyle
Smith

Head
boy

Curro AURORA
Every new experience is an opportunity
to learn and meet new people.
My first experience at this school was
when I was only 6 years old. I first arrived
in 2007, and so this is my 13th year at
the school. On the first day of school in
Grade R, I wouldn’t let go of my parents
when they were dropping me off. My first
teacher took my hand and my parents
just walked away. I couldn’t tell if I felt
angry, upset or betrayed. Nonetheless,
the teacher took me to look at one of the
old Roman scales, and for some or other
reason, it fascinated me. This was the
first step of an unimaginable journey.
Since that first day of Grade R, I have been
significantly influenced in the best way,
by all the people I started the journey
with, and the ones who have joined along
the way.
This campus is more than just another
school, it’s a home to the Curro Aurora
family that represents blue pride and

For many years, my dream had been to
become head girl one day and a leader
who many people could look up to.
Despite always being optimistic, I never
quite thought I’d achieve such a thing and
yet many years later, here I am, writing my
very own letter as head girl.
My four years here at Curro Aurora have
quite honestly been the best years of my
life thus far and I will forever cherish the
endless laughter with friends and teachers,
as well as the millions of memories made.
I am so fortunate to have ended up in
a school filled with the most incredible,
genuine, down-to-earth people I’ve ever
met; and being at Curro Aurora has taught
me the most valuable thing: to love myself
for being exactly who I am. Before I moved
to Curro Aurora in Grade 9, I was afraid to
be entirely myself around everyone, as I
thought it would mean I would have fewer
friends or I would seem ‘uncool’, but I was
so very wrong. I realised soon after settling
here that embracing who I am was the best
thing I could do for myself and I have never
looked back. That’s the beautiful thing
about the people in Curro Aurora: each
individual is unique and together we are a
force to be reckoned with.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all the learners and teachers of
Curro Aurora from the bottom of my
heart. I would not be where I am today
4|

has blue blood in its veins. It is a home
where anyone can be themselves. A
home where the elements of unity and
individuality are celebrated. Fast forward
twelve and a half years, and here I am
writing a letter I never thought I would
have the privilege of writing.

other way possible.
Without many of us
realising it, these teachers
have set aside their time to mentor us
when we needed guidance, to love us
when we were hurt, and to push us when
we were demotivated.

When reflecting on my time in high
school, I get a sudden overflow of insane
memories with amazing people. Only now
as school draws to a close do the matrics
really realise the value of the people
around them. It is the diverse group of
people around me that have made my
time at Curro Aurora invaluable.

To my Class of 2019, lions of the pride:
I thank each and every one of you for
being yourselves and for standing up for
one another.

Throughout my time at this school, I
have seen the way that each of us have
grown exponentially as our teachers, our
mentors, taught us, helped us and pushed
us so that we could grow up to be the best
versions of ourselves that we could be.
The teachers have pushed us all academi
cally, emotionally, physically and in every

Thank you for being there through the
laughter, the celebration, the grieving,
the struggle and the matric syllabus.
Together as a group, we have dominated
and earned our respect and will definitely
leave a powerful legacy behind.

Tamia Fakier doing her
part for the community.

Blood donation
Jade Ahlers and
Shelby Reynolds

No matter where my road trip of life takes
me, my favourite words will still be ‘blue
pride’, and blue blood will still fill my veins.
Regardless of what happens, keep the
spirit high, the love authentic, the laughter
real, and the roar as loud as can be.

had it not been for the support given
and opportunities provided to me. Curro
Aurora has built a foundation for me that
will now enable me to go out into the big
world and turn all my other dreams into
reality too.
To the matrics of 2020, 2021 and all the
other matric years to follow, I wish you
the best of luck. I am confident when I
say that you are all going to be incredible
leaders. Your matric year will definitely
be a challenging one, but take my advice
and take each day as it comes, don’t dwell
on the past and allow yourself to move
on and forward. I’ve learnt this year that
things don’t always go according to plan
and although the future might be scary,
especially if you’re not quite sure what
you want to do yet, you can always take a
breather and try again. Just remember that
when things get hard, don’t forget that you
are not alone. Your friends, your grade and
your teachers will always have your back,
so trust in them and trust in yourself.
Although I may be matriculating this year
and won’t be there to see all of you next
year, I will still be here for each and every
one of you whenever you need me. You are
in great hands here at Curro Aurora, so just
keep working hard and doing the best you
can do.
Until our paths cross again!
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Corporate day

No doubt as to what this day is – fun at 40 days.

Hockey first team
Gina Whitfield and Jade Ahlers

Una
Terzic
Head
girl
Leadership camp
From left: Rae-Juan Still, Diana Mutale, Tamia Fakier,
Una Terzic and Kgosi Majatladi

Community service – for
the love of dogs

FEDA play – Anonymous
Nicholas Kruger

www.curro.co.za | Towards the 21st century | Matric 2019 |
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Melissa
Willis
Head girl

My one-in-amillion journey

My journey at Curro Bankenveld started in 2012.
I know that it is an honour to be part of a school
where teachers care immensely about all the
learners and where you have friends who will
always have your back.

Even if you have a lead of 50 goals, do not
slow down because you never know what
your competitor will do next. Hard work
will always pay off. Maybe not today, but
perfectly within God’s plan for your life.

High school has certainly been the best time of my
life. I will be making new friends, but I will always
cherish our memories wherever I go. One of the biggest
life lessons I learnt, is that you should never let go of who
you are. The people who accept you for who you are, are the
ones who are supposed to be in your life. God has a plan for each one of
us. If you put your faith in Him and trust Him to guide you, He will never
forsake you.

Future matrics, remember that the greatest
glory in living lies not in never falling, but in
rising every time we fall. Do not ever give
up, because you do not know how close you
are to success. My advice to you would be to
work in advance, do not leave everything to
the last minute. There will be times where
you feel overwhelmed, but I can guarantee
you that you have the strength to overcome
these challenges. You have received the
ability and the opportunity to excel, use it.
I would like to wish you the best of luck in
your future endeavours

I have been blessed with the best teachers, who have guided me to where
I am today. They always lead by example, giving their best because they
want us to give our best. My netball coach always used to say that it does
not matter what is on the scoreboard, you should always give of your best.

Hanro Roos

Head
boy

Toe ek gevra is om iets oor my ervaring by Curro
Bankenveld te skryf, het my gedagtes ’n hele paar jaar
teruggegaan. My reis het in Januarie 2011 begin en
watter ondervinding was dit nie! Aanvanklik was ons
nie baie leerders in die skool nie en was daar heelwat
mense wat skepties was oor hierdie nuwe onafhanklike
skool wat in Witbank geopen het. Tree vir tree, maand
vir maand en jaar na jaar het ons gegroei en al sterker
en al hoër en hoër gevlieg.

net gesag beteken nie, maar
dit beteken ook baie verant
woordelikheid en ek het dit
geniet om daardie skoene
vol te staan.

So het ek my laerskoolloopbaan voltooi met ’n fondasie
wat goed gevestig was deur elke onderwyser wat inspraak
in my lewe gehad het. Reg om die hoërskool met moed
en hoop aan te pak. Nie seker oor wat voorlê nie.

Eienskappe wat ek nooit eers geken het nie, het na vore
gekom deur hierdie hele proses.

Die jare in die hoërskool het een na die ander verby
gevlieg en ek kyk nie een dag terug nie. Curro was
my skool en ek het met alles in my elke geleentheid
aangepak wat na my kant toe gekom het.

’n Paar voordele om hoofseun te wees is dat almal jou
ken en weet wie jy is. Onderwysers het op ’n baie meer
persoonlike vlak met my te doen gehad en dit was vir
my lekker.

Elke onderwyser met wie ek te doen gehad het, was
uitgekies om my pad te kruis, aangesien elkeen bygedra
het tot my vorming en leiding vir my pad vorentoe.
En toe die groot eer … Ek word gekies as hoofseun vir
2019!

Curro het my geleer dat geen uitdaging te groot is nie,
en dat enigiets bereikbaar is as jy net hard werk en glo.

Kan ons roem op iets? Nee … die Bybel leer ons dat alles
net genade is en dat alles wat ons ontvang, van God af
kom.

My raad aan die matrieks van 2020 is dat dit die
vinnigste jaar van jou hele skoolloopbaan is. Gryp elke
geleentheid en kans aan. Werk hard aan jou akademie,
maar ontspan op die sportveld en hou die skool se
naam hoog! Gee julle beste.

Eerstens bring ek aan Hom die eer oor alles wat in my
matriekjaar met my gebeur het.
My pad as hoofleier was groot en insiggewend gewees
en dit was vir my ’n groot eer om so rol aan te pak.
Die skoolhoof, personeel en leerders het hierdie groot
geleentheid vir my gebied en het genoeg vertroue in my
gehad. Ek het so baie geleer. Ek het geleer om te lei en
om in ’n span te kan werk. Ek het geleer dat balkies nie

40 days – teachers as learners and learners as teachers
From left: Sipho Moya, Mr S du Plessis and Ishe Bzingirai

Semiyea Tassaw, Hanro Roos, Jamie-Lee Nel, Melissa
Willis and Sifiso Manzini challenged the rest of the
school at the matrics vs res matches.

Daar was situasies waar
ek geleer het om besluite te
neem en nie om te huiwer nie. Ek het verantwoor
delikheid geneem vir my optredes. Die lys is eindeloos.

Ek het baie lewenslesse en vaardighede geleer. Die ding
wat ek altyd sal onthou van Curro Bankenveld is dat ek
die skool sien groei het van die fondasie af en hoe sterk
ons jaarliks as ’n skool na elke jaar geword het. Almal
het altyd saam gestaan deur dik en dun.
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Curro BANKENVELD

40 days – swapping outfits with the teachers
From left: Mrs H Dickson, Shanique Sikwlane, Ms E Volschenk,
Zama Khanyile, Yolanda Mokoena, Mrs C Venter and Dineo Manzi

Semiyea Tassaw at Curro
Regionals.

Jamie-Lee Nel showing her
hockey skills during a match.

Dit was vir my ’n groot voorreg om deel van die
Bankiesspan te kon wees. As ek weer moes kies, sou ek
alles van vooraf gekies het.
Op die vooraand van ‘n nuwe toekoms kyk ek terug en
het ek groot vreugde en vrede in my hart oor die pad
wat ek met Curro Bankenveld gestap het!
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Showing support for the Springboks
on the first #BokFriday.
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Morgan
Schenk

Curro Bloemfontein
Head
leader

The thing I will remember the most about Curro is the
teachers, as they were the most caring teachers I have ever
encountered. They mentored me and helped me overcome
challenging obstacles in my school career. They also felt like
older brothers or sisters to whom I was able to open up
regarding my personal challenges.

Photo day at school
Back, from left:
Reolebogile
Mokgothu, Lerato
Hlakoane, Rene
Khuduga, Farnaaz
Kallan, Thatohatsi
Morobane,
Reaoleboga
Kgamanyane and
Lumka Noruwana
Front, from left:
Christiaan van Wyk,
Simphiwe Chap and
Mongezi Khoale

Curro has taught me that I am able to fulfil my core duties as
a leader, and how a leader should react and respond in any
situation.
Future matrics need to maintain a balanced lifestyle in order
to manage the workload in matric, but that doesn’t mean
setting aside your education for fun. It is also
important to set some academic goals for where
you would like to be in each term to see where
more effort needs to be focused on.

40 days
Back, from left: Simphiwe Chap, Reolebogile Mokgothu, 'Nasty C' in white,
Ryan Bazeley, Thatohatsi Morobane, Farnaaz Kallan, Lerato Hlakoane, Christiaan
van Wyk and Rene Khuduga
Front, from left: Lumka Noruwana, Reaoleboga Kgamanyane, Carlos Sousa
Vicente, Monique Barnard, Ebrahim Louw and Morgan Schenk

Good luck with the preliminary exams.

Having fun at 40 days.
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Grade 12s receiving there matric invites and to wish them good luck with the prelim exams.
From left: Reaoleboga Kgamanyane, Rene Khuduga, Lerato Hlakoane, Reolebogile Mokgothu, Farnaaz Kallan, Lumka Noruwana and
Thatohatsi Morobane
www.curro.co.za | Towards the 21st century | Matric 2019 |

|9

Tristan Crause

Curro Durbanville
Head boy

It feels like the other day I started here. Grade R wearing my Ben 10 outfit
and my lunchbox with eight jam sandwiches my mom made. I soon realised
that some kids were good at speaking, some great at soccer and others made
Mathematics look easy. I decided that I urgently needed to find something I
was good at.
Hockey season started and thanks to all the jam sandwiches, I was the only kid
big enough to fit into a hockey goalkeeper’s kit. I loved the feeling of being my
team’s goalkeeper. I didn’t care when I got hit or dislocated a toe or even got
concussed. I had found my something that I was the best at. Protecting my team.
Earlier this year I broke my knee and after surgery I was unable to play a
lot of matches. My coach, teachers, the parents, my teammates and friends
encouraged me to get strong and fit again. Their encouragement motivated
me to work extra hard.

Matric jersey
The Class of 2019 standing in front of their high school while boasting
their special and custom-designed matric tops.

Matric tie ceremony
During a special
assembly, Curro
Durbanville’s Class of
2019 was honoured
as the most senior
learners of Curro
Durbanville by being
presented with a
special matric tie.
From left: Lathan
Roman, Dylan Cooper
and Tiffany Engelbrecht

They cared, because that’s what we do at Curro. We get a brilliant education
and we are prepared to be excellent students when it comes to tertiary
education, but more importantly, we receive the foundation to be decent,
kind and caring human beings.
I would like to encourage you to make the most of your time at Curro, to make
your teachers and parents proud. To make the most of the sacrifices your
parents have made to give you this education. Most of all, I want you to be
someone’s goalkeeper when they need it.
Thank you, Curro for helping me be the best me I can be.

Dharma Bredell

As ek terugkyk na my 14 jaar in Curro Durbanville, onthou ek die lekker
speel op die McDonald’s-klimraam, verbode boomklim, aan-aan speel,
stuck-in-the-mud en cowboys en crooks by die laerskool, nog vóór die
minisaal daar was. In die hoërskool het ek begin as nuwe wolfie van die
“wolf pack” totdat ek ‘n volwaardige wolfleier was. Mense verwys altyd
na ‘n skool as familie, maar Curro Durbanville het dié woord getrou
gestand gedoen. As ek die woord “Curro” hoor, dink ek familie en trots.
Curro het my geborge laat voel soos ‘n hegte familie, almal ken mekaar
en die onderwysers is werklik besorg oor ons. Ek is trots op die waardes
wat hierdie skool onderhou en in my vasgelê het.

Grade 8 blazer ceremony
Junior Rodriques (Curro Durbanville matric
learner) helps Hlumelo Lamfiti (Grade 8) into
his blazer at the Grade 8 blazer ceremony –
an event where senior learners welcome the
most junior learners into the #WolfPack

Ons skoolleuse was altyd “learners today, leaders tomorrow”, en nou is dit
#Learners2Leaders. Curro het my met die nodige eienskappe toegerus
om ‘n volwaardige leier te wees en het my verantwoordelikheidsin
verder ontwikkel.
Beplan jou werk en werk jou plan. Dit is uiters noodsaaklik dat jy jou
alie sal afwerk vanaf dag een in jou matriekjaar. Moenie die werkslading
onderskat nie, daar is menigte lywige take wat afgehandel moet word
tydens die 1ste, 2de en 3de kwartaal. Moenie opdragte uitstel nie.
Deeglike beplanning sal jou in staat stel om dit baas te raak en ook jou
laaste skooljaar te geniet. Dit gaan binne ‘n oogwink verby.

Head girl

Curro het my met die nodige eienskappe toegerus om 'n volwaardige
leier te wees en het my verantwoordelikheidsin verder ontwikkel.
10 |
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40 days
Jamie Nel and Casandra Rocha
showing off their outfits as
Charlie’s Angels for matric 40 days
– which saw the Class of 2019
dress in outfits from the 1960s,
1970s, 1980s and 1990s.

Marco Brito, Jessica Pascall, Laura Barnes and Roxanne Collinge
showing off their outfits for matric 40 days.
Matric jersey
From left:
Junior
Rodriques,
Tiffany
Engelbrecht
and Jessica
Walsh

Matric dance invitations
During a special assembly involving grade head speeches
and non-alcoholic bubbly, Curro Durbanville’s Class of 2019
was presented with their matric dance invitations.
From left: Chelsea Wilson and Tatum Poole

www.curro.co.za | Towards the 21st century | Matric 2019 |
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Curro Hazeldean
Ruan Viljoen

Head boy

hen juggling
e more so w
th
ll
a
d
n
a
h
y any stretc
busy year b
of that.
ry
p
ve
to
a
n
is
o
r
d eager
Matric
d leade
a
e
h
a
g
energetic an
in
c,
e
ti
b
f
is
o
m
s
ti
e
p
ti
o
u
ned with
very
the d
uncil, I was
ptimism feig
o
co
y
s
a
m
y,
rm
sa
te
ss to
valuable
of our
hool. Needle
single most
At the start
sc
e
r
th
u
o
n
e
in
e
s
b
e
ve
chang
at might ha
to make big
, though th
k
e
e
erience.
p
w
x
g
e
in
is
ss
th
ch
t from
every pa
rn
a
le
nd how mu
ve
a
h
could
e one has a
m
r.
ti
a
ch
ye
u
st
m
a
p
life lesson I
w
out ho
on this
b
d
a
c
ve
ti
ro
a
p
m
g
im
ally
hind a
tic and pra
that I have re
f people be
o
ill
p
sk
u
Being realis
a
ro
g
is
,
a
e
e
will requir
ely and unit
.
time a task
icate effectiv
s on the job
n
u
rn
a
m
le
m
e
co
n
o
to
t
a
le
th
b
a
ill
g
sk
in
ey
Be
say that it
is another k
der, I would
se
a
o
le
rp
d
u
a
p
e
h
le
g
a
sin
as
I thoroughly
t as it may,
y experience
a
m
th
e
se
B
ri
.
a
e
ls
m
m
ge
position the
than anythin
If I had to su
in a similar
re
s
o
e
lv
m
e
se
rv
m
e
cu
th
ing
e who finds
was a learn
wish anyon
I
d
n
a
it
d
enjoye
.
best of luck

Leah Karstel

Deputy head girl
Caroli Dyer, deputy
head boy Tiego
Moropane, head
boy Ruan Viljoen
and head girl Leah
Karstel on the
dance floor.

Matric
dance
2019

It was very clear from the onset that stepping into the role of head
girl was more about responsibility and modelling leadership qualities
and less about rank and privilege.
My early awareness was that the glory will fade fairly quickly and
that the role asked for grid, resilience, flexibility and commitment.
I learnt that if you required certain contributions and attitudes
from others, you first had to model yourself. I learnt that nothing
worthwhile is accomplished on your own and that making requests
and commitments were part of teamwork.

A grand entrance
Izabella Zee and her
partner, Johan

I learnt that you could only create excitement about an initiative
if you were excited it about yourself. I learnt that the role placed
me in the ideal position to show kindness and acknowledgement to
everyone as a hallmark of leadership, as more people look at how
you will relate to everyone.
I learnt that leadership is ultimately about servanthood and the
willingness to make things better by being useful, attentive and
tuned in. I also learnt that if you would like people to be part of the
journey, you have to meet them where they are. Finally, I learnt that
is it okay to be human, exhausted and to ask for help. I will be forever
grateful for the experience to be part of the Curro family.

I learnt that leadership is ultimately about
servanthood and the willingness to make things
century by being useful, attentive and tuned in.
12 |
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Head
girl

Matric dance 2019
From left: Kayleigh Bam (head girl for 2020), Chelaine van der Westhuizen,
Anton Kemp and Michael Kotze (head boy for 2020)

From left: Zoe Frommann,
Michelle Cronjé en Caroli Dyer

www.curro.co.za | Towards the 21st century | Matric 2019 |
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Curro Heritage House

Tyra Allers
A little over 12 years ago I was only five years old and
I remember my first day of school. I was excited with
my new pink Hannah Montana lunchbox in hand.
My parents were there with their camera; snapping
pictures and wishing me well – and I met cool kids
who became my friends. In some ways, not much has
changed in 12 years.

and discipline. Credit is due to all of my teachers,
friends and mentors. Thank you for encouraging me
to follow my heart and intuition.

Here I am today, I didn’t bring my pink lunchbox, but
my best friends are still here and they are still really
cool kids. And I am excited.

Throughout my 12 years of school, I’ve learnt the
most valuable lessons in the last one, surprisingly,
amidst the dozens of ‘meltdowns’ I’ve had this year
(for good reasons). You have to ease up on yourself,
have compassion for yourself as well as others and
remember that this year is all about you; so be a bit
selfish at times.

Here is how things are different. Twelve years ago I
was excited, but I had no idea about the implications
of the journey I was about to begin. I had no idea that
after Grade 1 there would be Grade 2 and Grade 3,
and so on. I was just excited to be in Grade 1. Today,
I know that I am standing on the brink of my future –
the first day of the rest of my life. I am beyond grateful
that I got to start and end this part of my life with
Curro Heritage House – a school that has become my
home away from home, with a second family and a
loving environment fit for self-growth, perseverance

To the future matrics, don’t give up because if you
want something badly enough it will happen, don’t
settle and, most importantly, cherish every moment
you have next year because it flies by so quickly and
before you know it … it’s all over. Remember, there
is no such thing as perfection – your best is certainly
good enough. The first term will be hard and the rest
of the year will continue to challenge you, so cry if you
need to and take a break where it’s due. You matric
year is important, but it’s also the last one you’ll have
in high school so don’t forget to have fun.

Matrics receiving their invitations
to their matric dance.

Botanical gardens – cheers to the matric dance

Haveshan Chetty
received an honours
blazer for tennis.

Annual high school market day
Muhammed Patel and
Muhammed Hajee

Matric dance
Roxanne Conacher and partner

Matric
dance
2019
Nour Mostafa is the belle of the ball.

Matric dance
Tahlia van Schellebeck and partner

From left:
Sahil Rabhilal,
Muhammed
Afzaal, Rahul
Ojageer,
Muhammed
Patel,
Muhammed
Hajee, Terry
de Valence
and Haveshan
Chetty

Head
girl
14 |
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Nathan
Pascoal

Curro Helderwyk
There are a number of memories made at Curro
Helderwyk that I will treasure for as long as I enjoy
the gift of life. School is a wonderful environment,
especially when you are surrounded by people
who believe in striving for excellence and most
importantly, a family who care about who you
are. Curro as a whole will not be forgotten, but
the strongest memory if I had to choose, is the
inter-Curro athletics day. What made this day so
special, was because we hosted the event as the
body of Curro Helderwyk High School. I found this
experience a privilege and an honour as I served
my last year along with the prefect body of 2019
and the Class of 2019, uniting with everyone in the
Curro family.
In the process of growth and development, Curro
has guided me in discovering what’s my passion
in who I am today and where I strive to be in the
latter. Acknowledging all the individuals from
Curro Helderwyk who have made a positive impact
in my life. Understanding who I am and embracing
the power provided by my Curro family, I have
embraced my skills from the encouragement
around me that was truly a great support
experienced in the classroom, on the sports ground
and the dramatised art environment. I value where
I am today by taking the opportunity to say thank
you for allowing me to be part of the heart of Curro.
I encourage each and every member of the Class of
2020 to make the most of every opportunity they
have in their last year to make Curro Helderwyk
proud. This is a way to say thank you for all the
excellence the teachers have imparted to every
individual, respecting the freedom of choice and
decision-making.

Netball star in action
Voyuliwethu Mpofu

Grade 12 flower child
Voyuliwethu Mpofu

Matric swan
Ashlyn Peake

Friendships made will last forever
Maxine Ellan and Khumo Phalane

Self-discipline shows great achievement
Nompumelelo Nkuna, Khabonina Masinab, Tyra Lee Poole, Mosa Rankhone and Loyiso Xaba

Thank you to Curro for making my high-school
years so special!

Head
boy

Friendships made
Voyuliwethu Mpofu, Anele Sibanyoni,
Khabo Masanabo and Rendani Makhubu
16 |

| Matric 2019 | Towards the 21st century | www.curro.co.za

The Class of 2019
www.curro.co.za | Towards the 21st century | Matric 2019 |

| 17

Luca Jasprica

Curro Hermanus

Head
boy

I now realise that we are at the
end of an era and a journey that
has moulded all of us over the
past five years. I would like to
begin by thanking Ms Bierman
and the staff of Curro Hermanus
helping us to grow into young
adults.
It was an experience that we will
never forget. Curro has given us
a sound foundation to face the
challenges of life after school.
We would like to wish our
Grade 12s of 2020 everything
of the best, make use of all the
opportunities, because they
will only come only once in a
lifetime.

Matric council for 2019
Back, from left: Joshua Pedersen, Jon-Ross Court, Luka Jasprica,
Nikita Roxburgh and Robyn Helmbold
Front, from left: Mr Vermeulen, Mr Van der Westhuizen, Milia Botha,
Camlynn Timmie, Kate Hodson, and Ms Theart

Matric dance:
Luca Jasprica and
Natalie de Wet

Nikita
Roxburgh
The opportunities we have been given at Curro Hermanus
have been phenomenal. We really cannot thank all the
staff and fellow classmates enough for this. To finish our
journey as matrics has been a dream come true; I am not
sure I would have had these same opportunities anywhere
else. It is because Curro Hermanus has so much interest in
enriching us to be all rounded individuals.

Head girl

Gabriella Fourie with her
artwork at the Overberg Art
Eisteddfod in August.

Guén Hanekom at the Overberg Art Eisteddfod.

The opportunities we have been given at
Curro Hermanus have been phenomenal.

Matric dance
Andrea Schroder and Luke
Fortuin at their matric dance
in August.
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Milia Botha and Jack Mantell

Musa Tito and Bohlokoa
Ramotsamai

Luca Jasprica

Matric
dance
2019

Mdu Moshi and
Camlynn Timmie
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Thalia
Pereira
Head
boy

Daniel
Erasmus

Dit was vir my ’n ongelooflike groot voorreg om as hoofseun
vir Curro Heuwelkruin te staan. Ek het die skool as my eie
aangeneem toe ek in 2015 my skoolloopbaan hier begin
het. Ek het van ’n klein privaat skool in die platteland af
gekom, maar dit het binne slegs ’n paar dae gevoel of ek al ‘n
leeftyd deel van Curro Heuwelkruin is. Al die personeellede
was besonders vriendelik – vanaf die snoepietannie,
busbestuurder en onderwysers wat ook hul eerste jaar hier
begin het, tot by die uitvoerende hoof. Ek het dadelik gevoel
dis die skool waar ek behoort.
Daar is so baie dinge wat ek nooit van my skool sal vergeet
nie, maar dit wat ek seker die meeste sal onthou, is die
vriendelikheid van die hele skool. Dit is nie in enige skool
waar jy kan instap en almaI op die naam kan groet omdat
jy hulle ken nie. Die personeel is almal uitstekend en jy mag
enige tyd vrae vra indien jy sukkel met iets; selfs al is dit die
aand voor ‘n toets. Ek sal ook nooit die skoolgees vergeet nie.
AlmaI het in mekaar se prestasies vreugde gevind, maak nie
saak hoe klein nie.
Curro Heuwelkruin het vir my geleer dat jy jouself kan wees
maak nie saak wat ander mense van jou sê nie – jy kan steeds
jou doelwitte bereik. Almal verskil, maar tog het ons die verskille
in ons lewens nodig. My skool het my geleer om nooit op te
gee nie, al voel dit hoe moeilik om aan te hou. Met die hulp van
vriende, ouers en personeellede kan jy enigiets oorkom.
Matriek is die moeilikste, tog lekkerste jaar van jou
skoolloopbaan. Jy kry die kans om alles vir oulaas te doen,
hetsy dit sport of kultuur is of net aktiwiteite tydens pouse.
My raad aan toekomstige matrieks is om alles te geniet, maar
tog gebalanseerd te lewe. Plig voor plesier – jou akademie
kom eerste en dan die res. Moenie bang wees om “nee” te sê
nie, want jou matriekpunte bepaal ‘n groot deel van jou lewe.
lndien ek my lewe oor kon hê, sou ek definitief weer na Curro
Heuwelkruin toe gaan om my skoolloopbaan te voltooi.
Hierdie skool staan myle voor die res in alles wat hulle doen.
Ek sal nooit die uitstekende skool en al die herinneringe wat
daarmee saamkom vergeet nie.
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Curro Heuwelkruin

Head
girl
Curro Heuwelkruin; our home away from
home. Explaining what my favourite things
about our school is was no easy task for
the simple reason that there is just too
much to say. I have been privileged enough
to have been part of Curro Heuwelkruin
from Grade 8 (2015). Curro Heuwelkruin
has provided each and every learner with
endless amounts of opportunities where
you get to explore who you are and find out
things about yourself that you didn’t even
know were possible for you to do or be.

Grade 12 learners of 2019

One thing I will definitely remember about
my experience at Curro Heuwelkruin is
that we as learners were always pushed
out of our comfort zones to be the best
possible versions of ourselves we could be
– an experience that wouldn’t be traded
for anything as it has formed and moulded
me into the learner and person I am today.
Curro Heuwelkruin has taught me nume
rous things, not only when it comes to
books but also when it comes to the
sports field and even the stage. Curro
Heuwelkruin has taught me pride. We
learnt that carrying our school’s name high
should be a priority close to a Kruinie’s
heart. Our school teaches us how to be a
family and if we want to move forward and
be successful we have to stick together as
one. No matter who you are or where you
come from, you can achieve anything that
you set your mind to. During a very busy
high school career of having to balance
sports, culture, social and academic
activities we have learnt how to handle
everything and give our best in every area.
It has been a great privilege to be able
to call myself a learner and leader of
Curro Heuwelkruin. Although there are
some sad feelings due to the fact that
my journey at my school has ended, I am
so excited about what is to come in the
future because I know my school, Curro
Heuwelkruin, has prepared me.

Aladdin musical
From left: Thalia Pereira
and Dewan Jacobsz

Mosaic concert

Onthi Maredi at the Tong
en Taal production.

Dewan Jacobsz (middle) is ready for action.

Tasmiyah Moosajee (right) gives
the cheetah some love during the
Life Sciences tour.

Planting a tree for Arbour Day.

Tug of war on founders’ day

Stephaans Breytenbach (front)
showing off at water sport.
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Bevan
Nel

Olivia
Thring

Head
boy

Head
girl

My journey through Curro Hillcrest has been an absolute
pleasure. It began 12 years ago when a scared young
boy moved up from Cape Town with his family and was
embraced by this larger family. Instantly, I felt at home. The
years continued and high school dawned on us where our
school family grew, and friendships bonded even more.

‘Don’t let anyone look down on you because
you are young, but set an example for the
believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith
and in purity.’ – 1 Timothy 4:12

My years at Curro Hillcrest have taught me multiple lessons
from ‘manners maketh the man’ to ‘never give up’. In Grade
10 we embarked on a week-long camp named ‘Vasbyt’. As
per the name, ‘Vasbyt’ was a gruelling camp which pushed
the limits of our mental and physical capabilities. It tested
our teamwork and strength of character. It was at this
point where we were taught that if you want to go fast, go
alone; but if you want to go far, go together. As a result,
the camp bonded our grade to an even greater extent.
Teamwork was forever embedded in our hearts.

My high school journey has been a wonderful challenge
and I couldn’t be more grateful for exactly that. I have
been through many obstacles in the past five years and
have learnt so much about myself. All glory goes to God
for the blessings he has put on my path and the way he
has perfectly mapped out everything that happens in
my life. I have been blessed with friends I will never part
from, a school that became my family, education that has
allowed me to broaden my perspective on everything I
see and most importantly, with the opportunity to learn
in a Christian environment.

The Grade 11 blueprint camp was just as memorable,
with possibly more life-changing philosophies. This camp
exposed the grade to parts of ourselves we never knew
existed. It took me to places within myself that accelerated
my personal development dramatically. I was up for the
challenge of focusing on my leadership skills and growing
it into servanthood. I was humbled as I realised that the
world is about living and serving people, not about the
latest trends on Facebook or how many likes and followers
you have on Instagram.
When next year comes, I will look back on my years at
Curro Hillcrest and be grateful for what I remember
most – the second set of ‘parents’ I had in my life and the
unrelenting love with which the foundations of the school
are built. I will remember the smiles that greeted me every
day and the helping hands of genuine authenticity. I will
look back on the uncontrollable laughing sessions during
class and the way we celebrated each other’s successes
and encouraged each other after our failures.
The world offers loads of advice, but what I would firstly
like to say to the future matrics of Curro Hillcrest (and to
myself) is to focus on the positive side of situations. One
day you will be reminiscing about your high school career
and these will be the ‘good old days’ you wish you had
appreciated more. Secondly, do not take life too seriously
– this is just part of the journey of our lives; remember to
say yes more often to life’s positive experiences. Thirdly,
and most importantly, ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.’ –
Proverbs 3: 5 – 6.
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Curro Hillcrest

Curro Hillcrest has been a major influence on how I have
built my values and morals, which make me who I am
today. This school has instilled confidence in me and has
allowed me to become the best version of myself. Every
day I walk into school and feel a sense of togetherness
and community. The reason I was so drawn to Curro
Hillcrest was because it was different; different in the way
that it encouraged me to be myself and to be accepted
for who that is!
My advice to all future matrics, remember who you are.
Don’t lose yourself in the hustle and bustle of matric and
remember to hold on to every moment. Soak up all the
small things that make you happy because that is what’s
important in the end. Also remember that you can’t do
this alone. God created us for community and it’s better to
do everything together rather than to battle by yourself.
All in all, it has been an absolute privilege being a part of
a school that encourages learners to think for themselves
and, as 1 Timothy 4:12 says, to ‘set an example in speech,
conduct, love, faith and purity.’ As I begin a new chapter
in my life, I will always remember to uphold the values
that Curro Hillcrest has engraved in my heart, to embrace
my authenticity, to work with passion and purpose and to
always serve God in everything I do.
Thank you to Curro Hillcrest for laying down a firm
foundation and preparing me for what is to come. I am
forever grateful for the seeds you have planted in not only
my life but in the lives of all my fellow learners. This has
been an incredible journey and I look forward to making
the most of the greatness I was designed for.
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The Curro Hillcrest Learner Representative Council

Matric
dance 2019
Caleb Hawyes and partner

Front, from left: Nocebo Mkize
and Nontokozo Sibiya
Back, from left: Zabaguni Ndlela,
Nontokozo Shembe, Zoleka
Mnyalithi and Hannah Silen

Front, from left: Rebecca Askew, Hannah Stainton,
Emma Lovell-Greene, Hannah Silen and Briony Wood
Back: Their partners
Reece Ronaldson and partner

Matrics enjoying themselves on the dance floor.
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Ruan Wolstenholme

Curro Kathu

Head
boy

Grade 12 learners
Front, from left:
Bianca Barnard,
Alicia Peacock, Ruan
Wolstenholme, Elri
Meiring, Elanya
Oberholster, KayLeigh van Rooyen and
Kabelo Matlala
Back, from left:
Tusani Buthelezi, Erich
Wende, SP Griessel,
Henri Kock, Armand
Botes, Karabo Modise
and Keithon Barker

It has been an amazing journey for me. I first just want to start by thanking our
Heavenly Father for the opportunity that I have had to be part of this environment
and the Curro family.
My most memorable experience at Curro will be the relationships that I have
built up through the years, not only with my teachers but also with my friends.
It shaped me into the person that I am today. Curro taught me that no matter
what your situation or circumstances are, you can still rise above it and still make
a success out of it, you just need to work hard, be determined and believe with all
your heart.
My advice to future matric learners will be to never give up on what you love. You
should make the best of each moment, because you never know when it might be
your last. Just go out and make a difference.
‘The idea is not to live forever, but to create something that will.’ – Andy Warhol

My most memorable experience at Curro will be the
relationships that I have built up through the years,
not only with my teachers but also with my friends.

Hunting in the Kalahari
Learners bonding in the open space of the Kalahari.

Grades 8 and 12 Duin in die Weg camp
Curro Kathu learners and their teacher, Claudelle
Poonawassy, enjoying themselves during the camp.

Elri Meiring
It felt like yesterday, beginning of Grade 11, walking into Curro Kathu
knowing no one, but feeling like you have known everyone for years.
That was my first impression of Curro Kathu, being welcomed with
open arms and never feeling that I don’t belong. Curro taught me to
believe in myself, to grab each opportunity with both hands and give
it a go, to never give up and to trust in your fellow classmates.

Celebrating 40 days
From left: Armand Botes, Ruan Wolstenholme,
Henri Kock, Harry Albutt, SP Griessel and a guest
speaker

I have enjoyed my time at this school, from the ‘sokkiejolle’ and the
breaktime braai to the late-night school CAT classes that were always
a fun time. These last two years was a blast learning new skills every
day and meeting friends who have become like family.

Relaxing with the executive head
Front, from left: Katelyn van Rooyen, Bianca De Bruin, Bianca Barnard, Elri Meiring,
Elanya Oberholster, Kay-Leigh van Rooyen, Karabo Modise, SP Griessel, Alicia
Peacock, Nikita Hofstand , Kelo Moeti and Keithan Barker
Back, from left: Ashely Ne, Armand Botes, Henri Kock, Yolisa Mbelebele, Kelly
Makappie, Ruan Wolstenholme, Tim Roos, Kabelo Matlala, Tusani Buthelezi, Ethan
Ponton, Matthew Isaacs, Harry Albutt and Rudolf Lombaard

I want to thank our small, but yet powerful Grade 12 group for letting
me in and trusting me to take the lead with our head boy, Ruan. I
want to thank my parents for standing by me in this new chapter
in my life and last but not least, I want to thank all the teachers for
believing that I could make a difference at this school, teachers who
became like my second parents.
I want to leave the following with the future Grade 12s: Never say no
to a challenge and remember mistakes are proof that you are trying!

Head girl

Curro taught me to believe in myself, to grab each opportunity with both
hands and give it a go, to never give up and to trust in your fellow classmates.
24 |

| Matric 2019 | Towards the 21st century | www.curro.co.za

Valentine’s dance
Kay-Leigh van Rooyen, Elanya Olberholster, Elri Meiring
and Bianca Barnard

Fun day
Matrics having fun at the school.
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Curro Klerksdorp

Keanon Head
Arends boy

It has been a privilege to be the head boy of
Curro Klerksdorp in 2019. Being head boy
has taught me that there is always strength in
numbers, and it is essential to have unity with
the heads of the school, prefects and fellow
learners.
I have had many experiences in this school
where all the qualities of being a head boy
were tested. Those experiences, such as
reprimanding your best friends, have made my
friends and me examples for the future leaders
of Curro Klerksdorp. Curro has moulded me
into the young man I am today.
Curro has tested my character as a person and
a leader, which in turn made me realise how
many flaws I had that could be improved on. I
have learnt that even though I go through tough
times, I need to persevere and stay positive as
there will always be people who need you to
stay strong. I am now a strong-minded and
respected person as Curro has taken me on
this journey of finding myself and becoming a
leader and friend to all.
Something I would like to share with the future
matrics is something that has stayed with me
throughout this year – it doesn’t take a white
badge or different attire to be a leader, it takes
hard work, determination and the will to stand
up for what’s right when everyone else remain
seated. Be friendly to everyone as everyone has
a battle that they are fighting. Stay strong in God
and always have faith, as the year ahead will be
tough, but through Christ, you will prosper.
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Kyra Kade

Head girl

High school has undeniably been one of the craziest,
most life-altering journeys I have ever been on. From
countless assignments to countless memories created
with my friends. It is now all coming to an end and I could
not be more grateful to Curro Klerksdorp.
My high school career has been busy to say the least.
While I may not be a particularly sporty person, I was
very blessed that my school is very culturally active and
I had an ample stage to practise on. I was granted an
opportunity from Curro which few receive, I was part
of the Curro 20 cast for the #Currage concert and was
privileged enough to work with some of South Africa’s
best names in music, choreography and directing. For this
opportunity alone, I will forever be grateful. As Hennie
van Greunen always said to us, ‘a stage is a place for the
freaks, the weirdos and the people who don’t belong and
it is where they find not only their family but their home’.
The Curro 20 concert was a highlight in my high school
career and I think it’s something I will cherish forever.

quality coveted but
never attained. Curro
has taught me that it is not
perfection you should wish to achieve but
rather to work to your utmost potential.
Only then can you be regarded as truly
‘perfect’. Curro has taught me that it is not
what you achieve but how you achieve
it, your interpersonal relationships and
values are what maketh the man. I have
also learnt that kindness goes a long
way. Countless outreaches and visits
allowed me to gain understanding and
perspective. The morals and values I have
acquired through Curro have moulded
me into the person I am today; they
have moulded me into the head girl and
they will continue to mould, shape and
encourage the thousands of learners who
pass through the gates.
To my fellow and future matrics I would
like to say, good luck. Matric is arguably
one of your most difficult years for no
other reason than the amount of stress
you have. This year defines your future and
while that is important, do not forget that
the memories you make now will last you
a lifetime. Life has a way of working itself
out and you will end up exactly where you
need to be so calm down, get some sleep
and have mercy on yourself. Build strong
relationships and even better memories,
this is your year to shine.
Curro has granted me diversity, oppor
tunity and a home and I am exuberantly
proud to be a part of the Curro family,
graduating in 2019. Thank you, Curro
Klerksdorp.

Back: Alessandro Sacca
Front, from left: Zinneerah Karim
and Alejandro Campos

Lindsay Thebe and Jade Ratzlaff
at the sports day

Making a splash
From left: Keaoleboga Ramabu,
Omphile Molatlhegi, Reabetswe
Ratlhogo and Bongiwe Masango

Matric dance was a blast.

Matric
dance
2019

Matric dance celebrations

Curro has also granted me another vital gift, diversity. In
a country such as ours with so many different ethnicities
and cultures, knowing how to respond to diversity and to
understand and respect it, is a quality we should all aim
to possess and this is constantly encouraged by Curro.
I have been in the same school since I was six years old
and the amount that I have learnt regarding not only
myself but other cultures and religions is truly humbling;
it is a lesson I will carry through the rest of my life.
I have learnt many, many things at school – countless
theorems and dates and history lessons, but most of
all I have learnt that it is okay to fail sometimes. It is
okay to doubt and feel weak, it is okay to rest, but most
importantly, it is okay to be yourself. In today’s society,
we are constantly encouraged to strive for perfection, a
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JP du Plessis
As daar vir enige leerder gevra word of
hulle Curro net beskou as ’n skool, sal almal
dieselfde sê: “nee”. Curro Langebaan is meer
as net ’n skool. Dis ’n plek van ondersteuning,
samekoms en eenheid.
Ons het baie om voor dankbaar te wees.
By Curro Langebaan het elkeen van ons
uitstekende onderrig gekry, alles te danke
aan ons eersteklasonderwysers. Hulle het
binne en buite die klaskamer, gedurende en
ook na skool, so baie vir ons gedoen. Ons is
voorbereid vir ons toekoms asook vir enige
uitdagings wat ons kant toe kom.

JP du Plessis and
Joanni Skinner at the
matric dance

Curro het vir my so baie dinge geleer wat ek
tot my oudag toe sal onthou – van tydsbestuur
as dit kom by enige taak, respek vir ander en
om altyd te help waar ek kan, tot by finansiële
wiskunde en faktorisering. Ek moet bieg, dit
was nie altyd maanskyn en rose nie, maar die
slegte tye het gemaak dat ons die goeies net
soveel meer waardeer. Curro Langebaan is
’n plek waar ek myself kan wees, sonder om

Curro Langebaan
Head boy
skaam te voel of geoordeel te word. Hierdie
skool bied ’n geleentheid vir hul leerders om
trots te voel oor wie ons is.
Vir al die toekomstige matrieks wil ek sterkte
toewens op die reis wat vir julle voorlê. Hou
julle koppe hoog en jul ore op die grond. Moet
nooit dat daar ’n oomblik deur julle vingers glip
nie. Gryp elke uitdaging met albei hande aan en
maak die beste van elke geleentheid wat oor jul
pad kom – om jonk te wees vlieg inderdaad in ’n
oogwink verby. Gaan maak herinneringe saam
met vriende en onthou die volgende woorde
van George Bernard Shaw: “We don’t stop
playing because we get old. We get old because
we stop playing”. Dit is dus uiters belangrik om
’n goeie balans te vind tussen akademie, sport,
kultuur en sosiale tyd sodat julle matriekjaar
ook onvergeetik kan wees!

Nathan Goossen, Clio Strydom, Macaela Gouws and Nicole Correideira
during a Grade 8 picnic for matrics

Moisha Hechter, Nicola Bezuidenhout,
Sonell Smit, Storhm Hickman, Joanni
Skinner and Jenna Kemm doing their part
for the Mandela Day sandwich drive

Geen woorde sal ooit genoeg kan wees om te
beskryf hoe dankbaar ek is vir elkeen wat ’n
rol in my skoolloopbaan by Curro Langebaan
gespeel het nie. Weereens, baie dankie!

Executive head matric lunch
From left: Carmen Swanepoel,
Halinka Denner and Joanni
Skinner

Science project on moon landing
From left: Nicola Bezuidenhout, Joanni Skinner,
Murray Nielsen and Lourens Pretorius

Carmen Swanepoel
Eleven years ago I entered Curro Langebaan
to learn and now it is time to leave to serve. It
has been a great honour for me to serve our
school and lead our matric class together with
JP. I am a proud Curro Langie and have been
part of the family since Grade 2. I will forever
be grateful for the life lessons my school and
teachers have taught me. One of the most
important lessons I learnt is that by believing
in myself and with hard work and the grace of
God, I can conquer anything.

Head
girl

Ons het hierdie jaar ongelooflike oomblikke
saam gevier – “40 days”, interskole, al die
ander sportdae, sokkies en nog meer. Dit is
herinneringe wat ek vir ewig sal koester. Ek is
ook ongelooflik dankbaar vir elke onderwyser
wat ’n impak op my lewe gemaak het en wat
altyd bereid was om die ekstra myl vir die
leerders te loop. Om deel van die Langiefamilie te wees, is ’n onbeskryflike voorreg. Ek
gaan beslis al die glimlagte en die positiewe
atmosfeer mis.

Curro Langebaan het my gehelp om nie net
akademies te presteer nie, maar ook op
sosiale, sport- en kulturele vlak te ontwikkel.
Die kurrikulum het my beslis geleer om nie net
buite die boks te dink nie, maar die boks plat
te trap en die karton te gebruik as medium
om iets asemrowends mee te maak. Verder
het die Langie-familie en onderwysers my
geleer wat dit verg om ’n ware leier te wees en
hoe om my uniekheid uit te leef.

40 days
From left: K’rien Botha, Anakin
Curtis and Serine Hamilton
Interschools big brag
From left: Sonell Smit, Kami Coetzee
and Carmen Swanepoel

Aan die Klas van 2020, baie sterkte met al die
struikelblokke en uitdagings wat op julle wag.
Geniet elke oomblik en koester elke sekonde;
die uurglas van jul skoolloopbaan loop vinnig
uit. Mag dit ’n opwindende jaar vol liefde en
vreugde wees .
A special thank you to Mr Conradie as well
as the teachers, learners and learner council.
You have left footprints on my heart. I entered
the school to learn and now I leave to serve,
hoping to continue to live the Langie lecacy.
Jonathan Pols and Carmen Swanepoel
at the matric dance
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Happy birthday, Curro Langebaan
From left: Jonathan Pols and
Carmen Swanepoel

Winners of Mr and Miss Curro Langebaan 2019
From left: Carmen Swanepoel, Clio Strydom, Anja Schulze, JP du Plessis,
Nathan Goossen and Schalk van Niekerk
www.curro.co.za | Towards the 21st century | Matric 2019 |

| 29

Fuzile Mbenyeza
Being part of Sagewood, which has become Curro
Midrand Sagewood Campus has always made my heart
warm. Coming from a disadvantaged background, a
big homestead in Flagstaff in the province of Eastern
Cape; I am grateful and thankful for the opportunity to
be a part of a supporting family, school and a home to
belong to. When I first began my schooling at Sagewood,
I was unable to speak English well. I recall Ms Vanitha in
2009, being my class teacher. She helped me to learn
English, which in turn made it easier to engage with other
learners in my class. It took me about six months to get to
the standard where I could help myself: write, read and
speak fluently with other people; this was my stepping
stone to where I am now.

Curro Midrand

Head
boy

a place to call home. From the sport fields to the
classroom and with my personal circumstances,
Sagewood held my hand every step of the way.

moments like my first day in the high
school. I was very shy, but my friends
always made me fit in and gave me
something to smile about.

With the help of great staff members at Sagewood,
anything is achievable. I can say this with great confidence.

Since then I have managed to do many
things, such as serving on the repre
sentative council of learners (RCL) in
every single grade from 2015 to 2018.
Then in Grade 12 I became the head
boy. What I have realised about myself, is that I am more
than what I think I believe I am. I grew from being a shy
person to a person that can now speak confidently, lead
and reason with other people. My involvement in sport
had a remarkable influence on me. I gained confidence
on the field; I learnt how to use my voice. What an
amazing feeling!

In primary school, I became a deputy head leader
which I never thought could be possible. I must say that
everyone at Sagewood looks out for those who need to
be acknowledged. My fellow head leader, Dhanishta, and
I have known each other since Grade 2 and we both have
come a long way. All my years at Sagewood have been
amazing; the camps, sports and cultural activities have
all helped me to build my character. I will cherish special

Anyone’s life can be improved if they are willing to help
themselves. I pushed myself from being a struggling
English second-language speaker to who I am now.
Curro Midrand Sagewood made me a leader and football
referee. All this was possible because of being in this
school. Mr Dwain Dudley is my role model, he helped
me become a football referee and guided me to where
I am today. My school isn’t just any school, it’s my family,

Dhanishta Andrews
When a person is introduced to a family, a sense of
respect, compassion, integrity and honesty always
comes into play. These are traits that can only be
taught by a family, no one else. This is exactly what
Curro Midrand Sagewood has brought into my life.
The lessons only a family can teach.

Curro Midrand Sagewood should be deemed the
greatest school that ever existed because of ways
they nurture, grow and protect their learners. Sounds
like something only the best parents would do. They
allow you to laugh and express your ideas, emotions
and passions on every platform humanly available
to us. Strange to compare a place of learning and
development to a family, but that is exactly what
Curro Midrand Sagewood is to me.
Upon, reaching the end of my schooling career, my
heart is overwhelmed with nostalgia. Memories that
constantly flood my mind repeatedly from all parts of
the school; be it on the soccer field, in the classroom,
school hall or even our school assembly point will
never be forgotten. However, the memories that
stands out mostly are undoubtably the consistent
belief and faith that our phenomenal teachers, heroic
executive head and the kindest ground staff had in
30 |

us. You always get recognition
for the good that you do, and
a second chance accompanied
with the wisest advice, just like
our parents would do at home.
Laughter flows through the
school with no limitations, en
couragement from role models
like our seniors are around
every corner and integrity is
instilled into each child as soon
as they walk through the front
gates. The smiling boys and
girls are the light that make our
school shine so brightly. The
fondest memories I will cherish are the respect and
compassion that run throughout the school. Visitors
are always greeted like they belong here already,
teachers laugh with learners and learners share their
life experiences with each another. We are truly a
family, just an extremely large one.

Head
girl

These are all the blessings Curro Midrand Sagewood
gave me. The school constantly teaches me one
important lesson about myself … I am born with
strength, nobility and great leadership coursing
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(Sagewood)

We are all unique. No matter how much you want
to fit in a group, just be yourself. Most importantly,
remember that you are capable of doing anything
and just commit yourself to what you are most
passionate about.
Matrics, be ready to have sleepless nights! In Grade
12 you have to understand it’s the last grade in
school, therefore be ready to do lots of assignments
and tests. Please do your work on time and attend
extra classes for better results at the end of the year.
Have a great time in matric; be active, exercising is
great for creating an open mind for learning. Time
becomes precious in this grade, you begin to count
hours, then minutes and seconds.

The learners at their matric dance
Back, from left: Gomolemo Mogwerane, Sisanda Malinga, Neo Scheepers,
Tshepang Mokwena, Nhlanhla Khoza, Paige Naidu, Dhanishta Andrews, Khisha
Singh, Sandra Nyathi, Dhriti Makanjee and Karabo Shabangu
Front, from left: Fuzile Mbenyeza, Katlego Mbele, Khopi Modika, Anuj Sharma,
Nkanyiso Mhlongo, Ntsika Nkala, Tshepang Mmitsinyane and Ashlyn Govender
In front: Zinhle Twala

I had a great experience being a learner in Curro
Midrand Sagewood. Being here has been like home.
People here have always been supportive and
understanding, with smiles on their faces. I will miss
my school, as I complete a decade this year. A big
thank you to my dad for sending me to this school
and giving me the opportunity to reach my dreams.
Career day 2019
From left: Dhriti Makanjee,
Nhlanhla Khoza, Mr S Naidu,
Ntsika Nkala and Tshepang
Mmitsinyane

through my veins. That is something I
would never have known about myself if
my school had not pushed me to heights
I didn’t even believe could exist in this
lifetime. Fourteen years of my life has been
dedicated to this school and that’s hardly
enough to repay the school for what it has
given me. A strong, noble leader is now
who I am because of my wonderful school.
Matriculants set a baseline of success for
the rest to reach, so my advice to future
matrics is to not let your family, your
school’s legacy fall when it’s your era to
rule. Make it the greatest triumph yet
for your school. Always do what brings
happiness to you and use the desires for
your future as inspiration and motivation.
Simply don’t let the negative parts of life
hold you back from your very own success.
Take happiness where you can, think
about what you want your future to be
and strive towards reaching that goal. It’s
an evolving world we are living in, let’s not
limit ourselves; let us be exactly who we
are. We are Curro Midrand Sagewoodians!

Top five achievers for term 2
From left: Dhriti Makanjee, Khisha Singh, Dhanishta
Andrews, Sandra Nyathi and Fuzile Mbenyeza
Grade 12 Physical
Sciences experiment
From left: Ntsika
Nkala, Tshepang
Mmitsinyane,
Dhanishta Andrews,
Khisha Singh, Paige
Naidu, Dhriti Makanjee
and Tshepang
Mokwena

Sandra Nyathi and
Dhanishta Andrews
during their career day.

The debate team who took part in the State of the
Nation high-school debate with the University of Johannesburg
From left: Mr Du Toit, Mrs Munsamy, Mzamo Gagai, Mrs Jamal, Kaelo Ntlamelle,
Cedric Granger, Mandisi Kgoadi, Ajay Krishnamurti, Dhriti Makanjee, Anushka
Singh, Neo Scheepers, Khisha Singh, Unathi Ngcwabe, Murangi Mugivhisa and
Buhle Matiwane
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Wiehahn Kamfer
What will I remember most about my experience at Curro?

What stands out most to me is the feeling of family at Curro. I
have been part of Curro Mossel Bay since Grade 3. Being part of
Curro really does feel like a family, as you get to know your fellow
learners and teachers on a unique level. When I think back to
my time at Curro, I will always have fond memories of the lovely
teachers who helped me grow.

Curro Mossel Bay
Head
boy

Curro has given me many opportunities, be they academic,
cultural, leadership or on the sports field. These opportunities
help you to develop into a well-rounded individual, ready to
tackle all of life’s challenges. Curro has acted as a marble-clad
stepping stone into our future, thanks to all of the opportunities
the excellent teachers have provided us with.
My advice to the future matrics at Curro:
Set yourself a goal. Setting yourself a goal for your matric year
is a sure-fire way to get what you want out of this year. Don’t be
vague when setting your goals and make it something concrete
or measureable. Make sure to set long- and short-term goals, but
don’t forget to reward yourself when you achieve them (because
you deserve it).

Anlo Ferreira and Nicola Roux
Vuyane Malashe and partner

Caleb Ludick and partner

Matric dance
2019

Work hard. My mum always says, ‘Wat klaar is, is klaar’. What
you do today, you won’t have to do tomorrow. In the back of
your mind, you might know how busy a matric year is, but you
only realise this once you’re in the thick of it. Work hard, work
effectively.

Curro has given me many opportunities, be they
academic, cultural, leadership or on the sports field.
Ruan Brand and Zanelle Bensch

Matrics sparkle during their big night.
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IlloÏse van Tonder and
Christiaan Bothma

Yakha Mgibantaka and Sarah Viljoen

Hanno Janse van Vuuren and Brenda Botha

Wiehahn Kamfer and Christi Snyman
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Curro Mount Richmore
Matric dance 2019

Vernon
Bethlyn
Nel Head boy Herd
What has being part of Curro Mount
Richmore taught me? For me, being at
Curro has taught me the values of how
to live a life with integrity and to always
love my neighbour as I do myself. Curro
taught me how to live a godly life as well
as the essentials of being a man – I learnt
the foundations of how to go from being
a young teen to becoming an adult. I will
always be truly grateful for this.
Not only have I learnt how to be a fullyindependent, hardworking learner, I
have also learnt that experiences in
life should never be taken for granted.
Being a learner at Curro Mount
Richmore is an experience I will indeed
cherish for the rest of my days. The
memories I made with my fellow Class
of 2019 will be cherished forever – it is
of a year filled with laughter, love and
a lasting bond with friends whom I will
never forget.
To the matric group of 2020, I advise
you to cherish the moments with family
and friends as time goes by in the blink
of an eye. There will be laughter and
there will be pain, but you must ask
yourself, ‘Will I look back at my year
living the laughter or living the pain?’
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Aarya Srikrishna and partner

Shanna Brandes and partner

Abbigail Lotz and partner

Calib van der Heever and partner

Catharina Grobler and partner

Chante Calitz and Lara Cutelli

From left: Dudley Mac Arthur, Logan Wilmot and Arna Burger

Head girl

My experience at Curro Mount Richmore is one that I will always
cherish. I will remember the extraordinary friends I’ve made and
the special days of my school career, like the interhouse galas.
At my first high-school interhouse gala I won victrix ludorum and
from that moment forward I aspired to be the finest swimmer
anyone had ever seen. I went to the Ilembe trials in Durban
and swam freestyle in a 50-m pool and soon realised that I was
way too unfit for swimming of that extent. I will also remember
my shocked reaction when I found out that Mathematics now
included letters of the alphabet, and that English essays get
longer and longer every time I moved up a grade.
I’ve learnt a lot about myself over the past five years attending
Curro Mount Richmore. I came to this school as a shy, reserved
young girl and as the end of my last year comes rushing towards
me, I have realised something my younger self would have never
thought of – that I am ready to take on the world and whatever
challenges it has for me.
To the future matrics, take things one step at a time. You will
be given challenges that you will have to overcome, you will
probably try to do seven things at once only to realise that you
are exhausted. The only way to make it through Grade 12 with
some sort of grace is to do one thing at a time, but take it from
a person who has procrastinated way too many times, do not
procrastinate either!
Relish in the fact that Grade 12 is your last year. Enjoy the trips to
school and the assignments and tests you do because they are
the last of your school career. Savour the time you spend with
your friends because it will be the last time you ever see them in
that setting. Enjoy every moment.
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Bethlyn Herd (middle left), Brittney-Ann Jones
(middle right) and partners
Robert Starkey and partner
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Bavukile Vilane

Curro Nelspruit

Head
boy

I remember walking through the corridors for the first time on
my way to class, having only joined the school in Grade 10.
Just like every other new learner I asked myself, ‘Will I even
make friends?’ Who knew that one day I’d be looking back at
joining this school as the best decision I made at the time. I
think what I will remember most about my experience at Curro
is the people – the teaching staff, the ground staff and all the
relationships I have built with my peers who have become
more like brothers and sisters to me. In simple terms, Curro
is like a family; a big family that has made the last three years
memorable for me.

Valedictory
service
2019
Riad Mohamed

Faeeza Patel

Chelsea Barton

Curro has taught me to not only challenge the status quo but
to stand firmly for what I believe in. I have learnt to lead with
servanthood and, most importantly, I have learnt that I am not
what happened or what didn’t happen to me when I wanted it
to. I am what I choose to become. In doing so, I am ready to
take on the world.
To the future matrics of Curro Nelspruit, this year goes by really
fast and you don’t realise it until it’s basically gone. So make the
most of your time because only at the end do you realise that
it is over. Make memories (you can never have enough) but
remember, part of the journey, is the end!

Bianke Lottering

Head
girl

Bianke Lottering

Christine-Mari Bleeker

Palesa Mhlongo

Makayla Venter

‘Education is the most powerful weapon which
you can use to change the world.’ – Nelson Mandela
Curro Nelspruit has taught me to look at the world through the eyes of a
critic, but also an optimist; to aim to improve not only my way of thinking,
but to improve how we view each other because of the world. Curro has
taught me to think independently and to act with courage and bravery, to
look after the weak and have integrity in everything I do. These lessons and
values that I’ve learnt, only to mention a few, are what shaped me into the
person I am today and my gratitude could not be expressed in words.

Miquel Dias

Mckayla Guimaraes

Xander Goosen

Bavukile Vilane

With loving, influential teachers and peers who have become family, we
move on to the next chapter of our lives. We turn the page, but the book is
not yet finished. As strong, independent learners who Curro has shaped,
we move to the next chapter knowing that our foundations are set and
stable, that we are prepared for every challenge we might face and that
we will prosper. The name ‘Curro Nelspruit’ will forever be engraved in our
hearts and form part of who we are.
To the future matrics, treasure every moment and value every memory.
Take every opportunity and cherish every lesson learnt. Wear the Curro
badge with pride and build on the legacy. Before you realise, you will be
looking back at your ‘lasts’ with tears of jubilation at the memories and
accomplishments. We believe in you because you are part of the Curro
family – a family that can conquer anything.
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Fourie van Rhyn

Nelluccia Burger

Jessica Priest
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Curro Roodeplaat

Ruben Behrens
Head boy

I will never forget the first day I walked into Curro Roodeplaat as a Grade 8
boy. The journey started almost five years ago. A journey that has shaped and
moulded me from a little ‘blob of trouble’ into the person I am today.
Numerous people told me that I should have gone to a ‘big school’ to have the
full high school experience. After five years in Curro Roodeplaat I beg to differ.
Curro Roodeplaat showed me the full experience. From winning two athletic
interhigh events, a swimming interhigh and multiple other sports leagues to
winter school, dances and night school. Most importantly, Curro Roodeplaat
focused on moulding me as an individual, moulding me into the best person I
can be.
Matric has been busy. Thanks to an amazing group of teachers, I don’t think
there has been a matric group as prepared for the upcoming exams as we are.
This school has done so much for myself and my fellow learners.

Career dress-up day

For all of this, I am forever thankful. I am proud and honored to say that I went
‘onwards and upwards’ and traveled the Curro Roodeplaat path.

Most importantly, Curro Roodeplaat focused
on moulding me as an individual, moulding me
into the best person I can be.

Top achiever in Mathematics,
Computer Applications
Technology and Business
Studies
Patrick Rankhumise

Swimming gala
Berno van der Westhuizen

Sammy-Lee Nel

Supporting at the interhigh athletics
Rearabilwe Bhali, Rbaone Ramatlotlo
and Khetihiwe Msiza

Head girl
Some days are better; some days are worse, but every day you
will find the beautiful, bright smiles and friendly greetings from
fellow Curro Roodeplaat learners as you walk down the corridor.
This uplifts your spirit unlike anything else. Next you walk into a
classroom where staff members are truly wanting to help you grow.
I remember so many afternoons when our hockey team stayed long
after practice had ended, talking and laughing, simply because we
have so much fun together. This is what I will remember most about
Curro Roodeplaat; that warm sense of belonging.

Culture day
Khanya Tshobeni and
Rebaone Ramatlotlo

During my time at Curro Roodeplaat I have learnt the ‘how to’ and
the true value of celebrating our differences. I have learnt that I am
capable of thriving beyond my comfort zone.

Interhouse athletics
Carla-Hanri de Beer, Vallerie Adlem,
Yolandi Beer and Chrizelle van Heerden

Matric dance 2019
Ruben Behrens and Sammy-Lee Nel

Life Sciences
excursion

Some advice to future matrics at Curro Roodeplaat is to most
importantly ‘do all you do with love, for this is what the Lord requires
from us’. (Micah 6:8) Dream big and write your goals down. Work
hard to achieve them; I promise it actually feels good. And if all else
fails – give the world a smile.

Interhouse athletics
Ruben Behrens and Perfect Ncube
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Dumisani Mkwanazi
Dear future leaders

Curro Serengeti
Head
boy

I would like to extend a sincere appreciation for being a head leader at Curro Serengeti. I have learnt much
in terms of helpful leadership and social skills that will help me in my future endeavours. Being a leader is a
privilege and I am extremely honoured to be trusted with this challenge.

The Class of 2019

What I will remember most about being a head boy is the opportunity to represent the school at sports events
and open days. I will remember the times when I was very stressed, because everything looked overwhelming
at times. I will remember bringing people together as a school at athletics meetings. I will remember all the
lessons I learnt on this path of being head boy, and take those lessons with me in my life.
What Curro has taught me about myself is that I need to start being a doer instead of a procrastinator. I tend
to think much about great ideas that take time to implement. I have learnt that leadership is something you
have inside of you, but you must also put in some effort to hone your leadership skills. I have learnt that I tend
to get a little impulsive and that as a leader I must remain calm in all situations.
My advice to the future matrics at Curro is always know who you can trust and make sure that you are not
easily influenced by other people’s opinions. Enjoy every single moment you have with the people in your life
as a matriculant. Don’t think about what you want to do; just do it, like the Nike trademark.
In conclusion, remember that you are where you are because of the decisions which you have made and the
actions which you have taken.

Taking part
Learners honing their skills on the sports field.

Miyanda Maseti has been crowned the national BMX champion. Racing against
all the woman age groups, she is officially the fastest girl in South Africa!

Cassidy
Weir
Head
girl
Dr Seuss once said, ‘Sometimes you will never know the value of
a moment until it becomes a memory.’
Looking back on my high-school career, this couldn’t ring more truth. All the memories that I’ve had and
moments that I’ve shared are the most important things I will take with me. I’ve learnt many valuable lessons
at my time at Curro, but the most import one is to cherish every moment. I spent my whole time at high school
just wishing for it to be over. ‘I just want to finish Grade 8 or Grade 9’, I would tell myself, and this happened
all the way up until I ended up here today, wishing for more time. My time at Curro has also taught me that
although it is important to work hard and consistently, that doesn’t mean you can’t and shouldn’t have fun
whilst you do. In saying that, the best advice that I can share with the matrics of 2020 is to value your final year
here at school. I will not lie and say that it is going to be easy, but I will speak truth in saying that you are going
to forge some of the best memories of your life. So, cherish each and every moment, take everything one day
at a time and continue pushing on. All the best of luck ...

Mr and Miss Serengeti
From left: Seije Benjamin, Meta Mafokoane, Neo Mashego and
Gallant Mogorosi

Mr and Miss Serengeti

The junior dance group were item winners at the Kempton Park
Eisteddfod (open section).

2019

From left: Noluthando Ngwenya, Musa Makhusha and a
Pam Golding representative
Faith Phiri

40 |

| Matric 2019 | Towards the 21st century | www.curro.co.za

Nicholas Vouzourakis and
Asanda Dalasile
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Curro Sitari
Francois
Marais
Curro Sitari opened its doors in 2016
and I started as one of the first Grade
9 learners at this brand-new school.
My class is the first matric class to
finish their school year at Curro Sitari.
Our experience here has been unique
as our school and classes are small.
There is a very close bond between
learners and teachers as a result.

An apple juice toast to 2019

Hot-air ballooning
From left: Heather Smit, Joshua Kondonis, Wihan Pienaar, Francois Marais, Jesse Nair,
Shuaib Hassiem, Nevin Volminck, Azhar Mehmood, Joseph Jones and Chilli Kolala

Curro Sitari’s motto is ‘dream big’ and
I have learnt to work hard so that I
can reach my dreams while I have
been here.
This year has taught me about
balance. You must have a good
balance between schoolwork, exer
cise and socialising.
I wish my classmates all the best for
their future endeavours and thank
Curro Sitari for my time here.

First day of school
From left: Nevin Volminck, Jesse Nair, Joseph Jones,
Azhar Mehmood and Joshua Kondonis

Head
boy
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40 days – something starting with ‘S’ for Sitari

Matric tie ceremony
Shuaib Hassiem and
Mr Phil Snyman
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Matric braai
From left: Francois Marais, Jesse Nair, Heather Smit,
Joseph Jones, Mrs McEwan (Grade Head), Wihan Pienaar,
Azhar Mehmood, Joshua Kondonis and Nevin Volminck

Class of 2019, ‘9 guys and a girl’
From left: Wihan Pienaar, Joshua Kondonis, Chilli Kolala, Francois Marais, Jesse Nair,
Shuaib Hassiem, Joseph Jones, Azhar Mehmood, Nevin Volminck and Heather Smit
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Milisa Duka

Curro Thatchfield

LRC
President

What I will remember most about my experience at Curro Thatchfield
is how we learnt to trust our instincts no matter what, how we learnt to
work together when we had to and how we stuck together when things
seemed to be against us in terms of academic achievements. What I
know for sure we will all remember, is how to keep motivated through
all the hardships.
Curro Thatchfield is an independent school which taught us to be
independent as well. We were taught to keep our heads held high through
high tides and to pick ourselves up when we fall down. Curro Thatchfield
taught us to be resilient no matter the circumstances, to look good and
feel good about ourselves. Last but not least, this school has taught me
to be more in tune with my emotions and to always do my best.
The advice I have for the future matrics of Curro Thatchfield is, no matter
how tough things get, do not look at the bad as a permanent factor but
rather as something that can be overcome. Do not let your teachers,
peers or parents demotivate you, because you are better than that and
you will thrive. Do not let your circumstances, whether it be at home or
at school level, define you. Stay optimistic, always have positive energy
and believe in yourself.

40 days
From left: Amanda Khoza, Tasmin Pheme, Loyiso Lentswe,
Duncan de Waal and Neo Mashishi

I leave you with the following words by Morgan Harper Nichols:

‘And now, after everything, I know this: There is a reason
I am here and that reason is bigger than me. So I will
carry on with great faith beyond what I can see, in
pursuit of bold courage on the adventure of the journey.’

Chelsea Gama

There are many experiences that I will remember from spending five years
with Curro. The most memorable of which had to do with the interaction
that I had with other people. I developed my social skills, respect, empathy
and sense of self-worth, and realised my own potential. On the sports field
I learnt about winning and losing graciously. In the classroom I learnt that
giving your best and never giving up counts more that academic ability.
My experiences weren’t all a walk in the park, but they were ones that I
definitely learnt a lot of lessons from.

LRC
vice-president

Champ Makgobela, Mnqobi
Mkhize and Itswile Thokolo at
the interhouse athletics

Keabetswe Namane dazzled at the
matric dance

Matric dance 2019

Personally, Curro Thatchfield has taught me a lot. I came to high school
with not many ideas of where I wanted to be in the future, but all that
changed. Curro taught me that I am strong and capable of doing anything
through hard work and dedication. I learnt to break out of my shell and to
never let my anxiety stand in the way of reaching my ultimate goals and
aspirations. Because of the people around me at school; teachers, peers
and staff, I was able to get through some things. Now I’m able to say that
I am a motivator to many. I am strong, I am a hard worker and I never let
anything stand in my way. And, most importantly, I am a SMART learner!
Matric is perhaps one of the most difficult years because your future
depends on this. To the future matrics, this will be one of the most
psychologically and physically draining years of your lives, but one in which
you will learn to not give up. Try, try again and try with all you have until you
succeed. Focus, discipline and hard work are the keys to get you through.
Never give up on yourself and always ask for help when you need to.
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Looking sharp
Front: Eazy Maila
Back, from left: Maanda Makushu, Jasiel Chetty,
Quinton Shiluvani and Paressen Naidoo

Belles of the ball at the matric dance
From left: Lesedi Sedibeng, Ofentse Madumo,
Kayla John and Botlhale Phiri
From left: Duncan de Waal, Tasmin Pheme, Oratile Molamu,
Amanda Khoza, Khensani Kubeka and Dwane Herman
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Curro Academy Mahikeng

Reabestwe
Treasure Tiro

Interhouse
From left: Boipelo Molotsi, Matsidiso Raborife, Gontse
Itumeleng, Palesa Nkoadipo, Jason Roberts, Remofilwe
Khaole, Kitso Gaobonwe and Tumisang Ramakatsa

To the most of us, it is easy to wipe out any memory of school because it is
deemed as a nerve-wrecking unpleasant encounter. But I believe there are
innumerable experiences which stand out as well. My most outstanding
memory was partaking in chess tournaments and the winning luck thereof.
Not forgetting all the soccer injuries and enjoyment with the lawn bowls.
Of course, there are negative counterparts, but it is always imperative to
stay positive.
Not withholding what Curro Academy Mahikeng has taught me throughout
the journey, I reckon helpfulness is the most notable trait. Especially on the
academic front, I was inclined to assistance and that eventually became a
part of me – to see people content. Additionally, Curro taught me that I am
a leader as a result of seeing potential leadership qualities in me. I believe
that learners walk the extra mile not only for themselves as a result of
a bright future, but also for the people who really care about them. The
Head of High School, Miss Store, gave me perspective and courage during
times when I needed it the most. Even when I was absolutely sure that
nobody will ever realise that I am not myself, she pulled me out of the mud
and encouraged me to be the best. Phase heads and other teachers also
played a role in recognising myself for who I am created to be. This surely
enforced me to become responsible and accountable for all my decisions.
With the lessons I have attained, I believe they surely will alleviate my life
after school.
It is essential to consistently remain focused and dedicated to your studies
as a matriculant. It is not easy to achieve but as the saying goes, ‘things
worth doing aren’t easy’. Unfortunately, you have to press on even when
you are low on motivation or energy. You have to read when others are
playing and play when others are studying. At some stage you might
feel that the workload is simply excessive, but if you can’t change that,
then change your attitude towards the work. Think of a small baby when
learning to walk or speak, the baby makes an unending effort, but will
eventually get it right and that’s what’s important. Cultivate a culture of
studying and remain curious.
Don’t practise until you can get it right, practise until you can’t get it wrong.

Invitations to the matric dance
Back, from left: Ms Wilna Store
Front, from left: Ms Janita Maritz
and Boipelo Molotsi

Bowls champions
From left: Ms Siphiwo Sibanda,
Tswelopele Mhathle and Loapi
Banda

Head boy

Captains’ evening in April
From left: Kitso Gaobonwe and Matshidiso Raborife

Local netball competition
Back, from left: Onkarabetse Matshane, Tlotlo Dikgale, Karabo
Moserwa, Matsidiso Raborife, Dimpho Mphamo and Didintke Ntwagae
Front, from left: Palesa Nkoadipo, Ms Elizanne Steyn and Boipelo
Molotsi

The Class of 2019 with Ms Sinethemba Valashiya and Mr Nathan Mabhena
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Moses Ledwaba

Head
boy

Curro Academy Pretoria

We are grateful for being able to take part in the school activities and school
events. The former Executive Head, Mr Nagel, really made us feel like part
of the school itself. We had a couple of events which we initiated with his
help and these were a great success. Our teachers always prioritised our
academics, sport and well-being; which will be one of the things that I
will miss the most. We were given an opportunity to change our uniform
completely and to look different. Thank you to the school’s management
for approving what we had asked for.
I would like to thank all the teachers for pushing us and never giving up
on us. I appreciate your hard work and efforts. A special thank you to Mr
Shoko for always giving us inspiring words every single day to help us
achieve our aspirations.
My message to the future matric learners is to always work extra hard. I
promise you that your sacrifices will count at the end. Remember, once
you are in matric you are the seniors of the high school – which comes with
privileges but also responsibilities. Furthermore, enjoy your matric year!

Colour run
Head girl Nomthandazo Makweya during a fun day,
mingling with other learners of the school.

Nomthandazo
Makweya Head
girl
I am so grateful to Curro Academy Pretoria for giving me the
opportunity to be the head girl of 2019. This role has taught
me how to approach certain challenges and coming up
with good solutions. I’ve realised that being a leader is not
about the title; it’s about being bold, being an inspiration
and helping others rise along with me, along with serving
the school.

Blood drive – saving a life
From left: Paballo Motshweneng
and Siyamthanda Tshitshi
Study session

I’d like to thank our former Executive Head, Mr Nagel, our
current Executive Head, Mr Goosen, as well as Mr Kajawu
and Mrs Mpunzi for always motivating us to go further and
having faith in us. I’d also like to thank the staff members and my fellow learners for being a great support
to me and the head boy. To my council, the journey wasn’t an easy one but I believe we all played our parts.
Thank you to all of you for your cooperation and for being good team players.
To the future generation of leaders, I wish for you to show determination and to be leaders of action, not
leaders by title. In the end, a true leader is defined by heart and attitude.
I will forever hold a part of Curro Academy Pretoria in my heart, even when I’m gone, and I will still be at the
school in spirit because Curro will always be my family.

I’ve realised that being a leader is not about the title; it’s about
being bold, being an inspiration and helping others rise along with
me, along with serving the school.
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Rocking Future Roadshow for Grades 10 to 12
From left: Lungani Makhanya and Koketso David Mathato

Lindokuhle Zwane doing a science
experiment on open day.
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Curro Academy Soshanguve
Nkateko Tibane

Head
boy

I don’t remember specific moments about Curro Academy Soshanguve, except for the change it brought into
my life. The management and how everything is conducted, as well as their commitment to their learners.
When I first came to Curro Academy Soshanguve in 2017, I had been expelled from another school. I was a
troubled young man, but it only took one term for the school to turn me around. The atmosphere and the
rules transformed me into a well-behaved boy.
I received so much acceptance from my peer group and love from the teachers while they guided me. I was an
average learner, but as time went by, I improved because of the teachers’ commitment to helping the learners.
The extra hours and effort paid off as they pushed me towards distinctions which I eventually achieved.
My journey continued as I became a prefect, helping the school to enforce rules. I lead through example to
keep learners on the right path.

The Class of 2019 (boys)

Curro also gave me a platform to show
case my talents like poetry.
To all the current and future learners,
remember that nothing is impossible at
Curro.

Head
girl

Matric Candle lighting

Chantel
Hlongwane
I’ve been a Curro learner for three years since 2017.
I remember an open day in September 2016. I fell in love with the school
right from the start. I love the structure of the school, the ethics and ethos.
The sense of education that flows throughout the school.
I am very happy that my parents made the right decision to enrol me at
such a great school.
One of the things I love about Curro is the attention given to individual
learners because of the smaller class sizes. This allow learners to have an
excellent learning environment and teachers are able to give attention to
every single learner.
Curro Academy Soshanguve is the best school ever, and it has taught me
to work hard throughout every tough moment life throws at you. Being a
Curro learner demands hard work and focus, which are excellent factors
to embrace.
Being in matric makes me a bit sad, because I will miss the environment
and safety dearly. Curro has really prepared me for the big world out there
and I will be ready for it, no matter what!
The Class of 2019 (girls)
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Meridian Cosmo City

Rotondwa Ramovha

Deputy
Head boy

My name is Rotondwa Ramovha.
Rotondwa is a Venda name which was
given to me by my grandmother and it
means ‘we are blessed’ – I have indeed
been blessed.
I started my school career at Meridian
Cosmo City in 2015 and have since
found the environment positive and
welcoming; and this made me like the
school. Each year came with its own
challenges which have emotionally and
mentally built me to be the person I am
today.
I am the LRC deputy head boy and my
role is to model good leadership to my
peers, and to always embody the values
of the school. I decided to campaign
to be an LRC member because I have
always known and believed that I am

a leader at heart. There were some
changes that were needed at the school
and I saw myself fit to achieve that. Also,
making use of this opportunity that the
school gave me has helped me sharpen
my leadership skills and prepared me for
my future life plans, as I want to venture
into entrepreneurship when I am done
with my tertiary studies.
I enjoy Business Studies as a subject
because it deals with content that
applies in our everyday life and it is also
beneficial to me as I plan on entering
the business world and have my own
company in the future. After matric, I
would like to study to become a software
engineer and motivational speaker. I
think the future is in technology and I
would like to actively participate and be

Dyondzo Chauke
I am Dyondzo Chauke,
Dyondzo is a Tsonga name
which means ‘lesson’ or
‘education.’ According to
my father, he gave me
this name because of his
firm belief in education.

I joined Meridian Cosmo
City in 2015 and was one
of the first learners to be enrolled when
the school opened its gates. Now I am completing my
schooling career here. Being the LRC head girl, my role
is always to lead my peers by example and to ensure
that I represent myself and the school with integrity.
I take pride in my schoolwork and because of that, I
make use of the opportunities and support that the
school affords me. I always make sure that I work hard
to excel in academics and the extramural activities I
participate in.
My focus at school, is on my academic work. I believe
that with enough determination and focus anyone
can reach their potential and achieve the results they
desire. This is one of the many things I like about
our school, we are provided with a flexible learning
environment, which has allowed me to attain all my
current achievements.
One of my biggest highlights since becoming a part
of Meridian Cosmo City was when I was announced
the LRC head girl for 2019. I campaigned to form part
of the LRC because I wanted to show other learners
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at the frontline of
the changes that it
brings about in our lives.
My highlight at Meridian Cosmo City was
when we went on a leadership camp.
The camp revealed to me some of my
strengths and weaknesses, which I was
not aware of, and it also taught me how I
can best use them to my advantage and
improve myself in the process.
My advice to the future Grade 12 learners
is to never allow fear to influence and
limit your ability to dream big in life. I
urge you to work harder and to go after
your dreams because you are more than
capable of achieving whatever you put
your mind to. To my favourite teacher,
Miss Mosime, thank you for all your kind
ness, love, honesty and the support you
have given me through my good times
and bad times. I thank you for all that you
have done for me and may you continue
being a great teacher and a parent to the
Meridian Cosmo City learners.

From left: Antoinette Mpogo
and partner

From left: Perseverance Sithole,
Khanyisa Dhliwayo, Shelon Rakhadani
and Khethiwe Khumalo

From left: Regomoditswe Matlapeng,
Anelisa Zikali, Phopi Mukosi, Caron Sias,
and Ompile Motata and partner
From left: Thobile Nkabinde
and Mbuso Ngwenya

Head
girl

that it is possible for anyone to actively participate
in different activities and to also excel academically.
I wanted to show other learners who came from a
similar background as me that it doesn’t matter who
you are, where you come from and what others think
of you because what matters is where we are right now
and what is ahead of all of us. I also wanted to show
other learners that you can be your unique self, without
forming part of groups that are known for negative
things, and still be liked by others.

The highlight that stands out the most, is being
awarded the Ruta Sechaba Foundation scholarship. The
scholarship came as a big financial relief to my family
because it meant that my father would be able to save
up for my tertiary education so I can further my studies
after completing my matric year. I intend to study law
at Wits and to specialise in property. I would further like
to acquire knowledge and skills in entrepreneurship
and help combat the unemployment crisis that we are
currently faced with in the country.
To the current Grade 11 learners, next year you will
be in matric which is the last year of your schooling
career before you embark on your tertiary studies. My
only advice to you is that you use all the opportunities
that the school provides you with to excel in your
academic and extramural work. Hard work, dedication
and always carrying yourself with respect will get you
your desired outcome and recognition from Meridian
Cosmo City. Be the best matric 2020 learner that you
are capable of being.
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From left: Zinhle Hlatshwayo, Samantha Sibiya,
Vivian Rathobela and David Nkuna

Avulekile Ndalasi and partner

From left: Yolanda Mahlangu, Rirhandzu Khipa, Samantha
Ncube, Fezile Ramahuma and Chantelle Mtombeni

From left: Ruvimbo Musewe,
Obakeng Tshele and Candice Ndlovu

Matric
dance
2019

From left: Gracious Mpofu and partner, and Ntombizodwa Sibanda
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Meridian Karino
Head
boy

Head
girl

Tshepang
Mogane
It scares me how the years have
passed, four years ago I was counting
my first day, and today I am counting
my last day!
What a journey it has been, some
days longer than others, but look at
us now. We’ve grown into becoming
responsible men and women. When
I first set foot in Meridian Karino I
didn’t know anyone, it was a whole
new experience for me. I was from a
very small town and my mom and I
had no family here. My mother was
in tears when she left me in boarding
school, because all the boys looked
so big and I was really tiny. And
today I am head boy of the school!
The school has taught me a lot of
patience, it is very difficult to work
with adults, because they don’t all
think the same way and as head boy
I found myself in the middle of a lot
of things. The school also taught me
about hard work.
To the learners coming after me,
Grade 12 is a very psychological
grade, it’s not really about school,
but about making your headspace a
happy place. I leave Meridian Karino
with a mentor who has taught me a
lot about life and how important it is
to follow your dreams.
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Back, from left:
Lennox Machiri,
Boitumelo Mashile,
Mbalenhle Mavayeya,
Nadine Lekhuleni,
Ayanda Nkosi,
Saneliso Ndimande,
Mandisa Mthembu,
Lebogang Mokoena
and Thorisho Modisha
Middle, from left:
Snenhlanhla Kubheka,
Siyabonga Nkosi, Mrs
Helani Visser and
Cherize Maseko
Front, from left:
Makhosodwa
Jones,Tshepang
Mogane, Bafana
Zwane, Vusi Maseko
and Ndjiviro
Kanguheei

Mazima
Muchanheia
After spending 12 years in school, I witnessed so many changes
within myself. I went from being a little crazy 3rd-grader to a
naughty 5th-grader to a loud 8th-grader, and then to a confused
10th-grader.
In Grade 10, I walked into Curro unsure of myself. I was afraid,
confused and couldn’t fit in anywhere. I spent a very long time
feeling like the outcast until I met a friend who understood me,
and for the first time, I didn’t feel ashamed of being an outcast.
The thing I will never forget about Curro, is the love I received
when I needed it the most. The teachers believed in me when I
couldn’t believe in myself. I will never forget this school, because
it was here where I began to heal from the wounds in my heart
and soul. On a personal level, I went through a lot of pain. But it
was part of a bearable growth process. The school pushed me out
of my comfort zone and it was actually quite comfortable. It was
probably one of the best things that ever happened to me.
Being chosen as the head girl was such an honourable experience,
and it taught me a strong message: When you allow your heart to
be empathetic towards living beings, God always finds ways to
give back to you.

Matric
dance
2019

Back, from left:
Siyabonga Nkosi,
Patric Khoza and
Jonathan Mwani
Front, from left:
Karabo Ntimba,
Makhosodwa Jones
and Tshepang Mogane

Music brings us together
Siphemandla Nkosi, Saneliso Ndimande, Mandisa Mthembu,
Tshepang Mogane, Jonathan Mwani, Ntokozo Khumalo and
Mamiza Muchanheia

In the groove
Tshepang Mogane, Siphemandla
Nkosi and Jonathan Mwani

Career options
Mandisa Mthembu, Leovana Lemia
and Gladys Macie

To the future matrics; the only way to exist, is by doing what makes
you feel alive and free. Don’t spend your time trying to fit in. I
never fit in and I’m alive. Love people so radically and so intensely
that they wonder why. Love without a reason and don’t ever feel
you have to harden your heart to survive in this cold world. Allow
yourself to feel things, because that’s what makes you human.
Believe in your dreams even when you don’t know how you will
get there, because the only thing that matters is that you will get
there. Finally, accept yourself. Because when you accept yourself
and when you love, nothing can break you.
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Getting together
From left: Wabo Dlamini, Xolani Thwala, Patric Khoza, Sandile Mtsweni, Ndumiso Nkosi,
Karabo Ntimba, Junior Mnisi, Prince Mphemba and Vusi Maseko

Look who wears the pants – matric
girls having fun on gender swap day.
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Meridian Newcastle

Head
boy

Siphelele
Cele
As we get closer to the end of this chapter, we start
to remember when the chapter was started. Being a
Meridian Newcastle learner has been one of the best
experiences of my life.
I will definitely miss the attention I received at
Meridian Newcastle. It is only at home where one
receives that much attention and I am proud to say
that Meridian Newcastle is indeed my home. I will
remember my teachers as they show so much love
for their learners and the laughs I shared with them
is something I will never forget. I am a sports person
and I will always cherish the opportunities that Curro
gives to sporty people such as myself. I am very
proud of the school’s beautiful facilities.
I can say that I never thought I would be a leader
of many, but here I am – the head boy of Meridian
Newcastle. This has taught me that I can be a leader
and that I should never look down on myself. I am
thankful for what Meridian Newcastle has done for
me; changing my mindset and view of myself.
To the future matrics, Curro has made the ropes
tight enough for you to grab on and climb up to your
success. There will be obstacles, but remember that
Curro is there to help you overcome them. Your
success awaits you, keep your focus and enjoy matric
as it is the last year of being at Curro.
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Sibo Gama
Head girl

Curro has given me the greatest high
school experience I could have asked for.
From the moment I took the very first
steps through the gate, I felt welcome.
The learning experience was beyond
my expectations, from the tablets to the
projectors. The small classrooms were
conducive for my learning experience.
The school has done so much for me as
an individual, and for all of us as Grade
12s – from the bursary that I was awarded
to the help they gave to us with regards
to subject choices. They made sure our
future is as bright as can be and that the
decisions we made were fruitful.

Sevens up for seven As in seven subjects

Being in such a diverse environment
has helped me to grow as a person. This
experience has helped me polish my
leadership qualities and better myself for
the future. It has helped me realise my
greatest potential, talents and skills I never
knew I had.
To the future matriculants, it is never
too early to start studying. Enjoy every
moment as it will be the last and use
the resources with which the school has
provided you wisely. God bless you all.
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Meridian Pinehurst
Maziko
Kagoli
Head
leader
Deputy
head leader

A visit to the Artscape Theatre

Elvira
Narasimulu
My experience in matric – Maziko Kagoli
I have had the privilege of being a learner at
Meridian Pinehurst for five years. Amongst all
the unforgettable memories, my favourite will
have to be the interschool athletics. Interschools
unite a school in a way that I have never seen
before. Watching the entire school band together
and cheer our athletes on has always been an
amazing sight. The excitement and support
overflow from the bleachers on to the fields. The
encouragement does not end on the sports field
though. Meridian Pinehurst cultivates leaders
who are eager to develop their talents.
To the future matric learners, take advantage of
every opportunity you get to move out of your
comfort zone. Use the resources at your disposal
and make the most of the year. Remember to
work just as hard as you play.
My experience of spring school – Elvira
Narasimulu
Spring school was really needed as it helped to
reinforce important aspects around each of our
subjects. For me personally it served as a source
of revision and helps with preparing for our final
exams. My favourite day was the last day when we
had Physical Sciences as subject. While covering
some work, Mr Theunissen allowed us to get in
touch with our creative side by creating mind maps
of the work at hand. What I really liked about spring
school was the relaxed atmosphere created. We
were given ample time to relax as well as learn.
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The time and effort put in by the teachers to make spring
school happen will never go unnoticed. Thank you!

The walk of honour –
valediction day

Sandwich drive for
Mandela Day

My time at Meridian Pinehurst
I became a part of the Meridian family in Grade 6 and
after only a week of being at the school, I knew in my
heart that I wanted to be a leader. Meridian Pinehurst
has taught me that no matter what challenges you face
along the way you need to keep fighting because in the
end, if you put your heart and soul into it, nothing can
stop you from achieving what your heart desires.
Meridian Pinehurst is an unforgettable school. It has
become a home; a place of freedom and comfort. I
will always remember walking into the school in the
morning and being greeted by the friendly, familiar
faces of the learners and teachers. One thing that
I will remember about Meridian Pinehurst is that no
learner is left behind. I appreciate the commitment
of the teachers who go the extra mile, even arranging
extra lessons after hours to ensure that every learner
has the opportunity to achieve their best. The teachers
have inspired me to be as hardworking as they are and
to strive for success in all things.
To the future matrics, brace yourselves for a tough
road ahead. Matric is no joke, it takes a lot of hard
work, discipline and sacrifice. It will get stressful and
overwhelming at times, but take a step back and
breathe because you are not alone. Always remember
that you have the support of your teachers and peers.
Although it is a challenging year, remember to create
time for fun – go out with your friends and enjoy every
minute because the end is closer than it seems.
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Our leaders
with Mr
Dean Marsh,
Executive
Head.

Future scientists at work

Campus cleanup
Kirstenbosch career day
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Oarabile Tshwagong

Head
boy

Meridian Rustenburg
Looking
smart
in the
matric
jackets

There are a lot of things I can say about Meridian Rustenburg, but the
one that pops into my mind first is ‘home’. This school is like my second
home, I have been here for five years now and I have fallen in love with
the place. There are amazing teachers whom I will miss a lot because they
treat us as their own children. Meridian Rustenburg is not just a school; it
is a place of comfort. I would not have been the head boy if the teachers
did not believe in me, because I thought that I was not able to lead the
learners. What have I learnt about myself from the school? A lot! I have
learnt to be bold, driven and that I do make a good leader. I have learnt
that in life everyone has a purpose and that they should try to fulfil that
purpose.
The advice that I have for the future matrics is to begin with the end in
mind. Study hard as your future depends on what you do today. Ubaba
Nelson Mandela once said that, ‘education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world’. Do what you love and never
give up, because giving up is the only certain way to fail. My final word of
advice is, enjoy your matric year!

Omphile
Mogami

CAT and Life Orientation classmates

Head
girl

There is so much to say about this prestigious school. There are
many words I could use to describe the school, but one thing I will
never forget is the influence it has had on me. Throughout my years
of being at this school, I never once considered leaving and I am
saddened that now is the time to do so. I could never forget how
it felt like home when I stepped into this building – finally, I am
where I belong, and I have a family.

A walk after school – the world
is ours for the taking.

The ‘famous’
couple – fun at
the fountain
From left:
Vumile
Ngewane and
Lindiwe Langa

Team-building fun at KONKA

This school taught me how to love and care for others. I have
realised that there is so much to learn about this world. I
discovered a love for writing and poetry right in this school. I am glad to have been
reminded by the teachers that I am more than a star – I am a constellation, shaped for a brighter future.
To the next matrics, your potential goes beyond the sky. You belong in the galaxy, among the stars. Do not
limit your potential. Take charge of your dream and make it a reality and also remember, just be yourself.

This school taught me how to love and care for others. I have
realised that there is so much to learn about this world.
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Prefects at the KONKA leadership camp

Showing strength at the KONKA
leadership camp
From left: Mpho Molotlhanye, Olebogeng
Diphoko and Remofilwe Makgorogo
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Rockette Ngoepe

Northern Academy
Curro Create – happiness lives within matrics.

Life Sciences learners exploring Sterkfontein Caves.

I came to Northern Academy High School in 2015. I am a passionate
debater who is also a fan of Mathematics and Science, as this is
what helps to keep me sane, along with Accounting. In the years I
have been at Northern Academy, I have learnt many things; both in
life and academically. It all commenced in Grade 8 where I had to
face a couple of challenges in the battle of adapting to a new school.
You can only imagine how difficult it was to adjust in such a
gigantic school of over 3 000 learners, with our Grade 8 class
having over 400 learners. I had to learn to understand, consider
and live with numerous people of diverse cultures, ideas and
beliefs. I had to adapt to the teaching methods utilised in the
school … a completely new world full of exciting challenges. In
the conducive learning and teaching environment that I found
myself in, I realised that learning is not only fulfilled in the
classrooms. High school is a world of its own, an epitome of all
the learners’ lives, and a period of self-discovery.

Head boy

Hunadi
Hlala

Top ten
paintball
excursion

Having been offered multiple opportunities, such as a wide range
of subjects as well as many other recreational, sports and academic
activities, I am grateful for what the school taught me about myself.
It is for this reason that I encourage future generations to make
the best of their high-school years. Always be excited to learn new
things every day and take part in as many activities offered by the
school as possible. To the future Grade 12 learners, remain focused
and hardworking … it pays off. Remember, ‘hard work, works’.

Head girl

Jane Madute turns to God
with her singing.

Starting the fun at the fun run.

The thought of having to say goodbye to a place that has been a second
home throughout my school career saddens my heart. It seems much too
soon that we must leave here, but I will always carry a part of Northern
Academy in my heart. The memories I have shared with my friends on
the campus are endless – happy days, sad days and days that we hardly
remember have all been building blocks to who we are today.
Thinking back to 2015 when I first arrived at the school, I remember how
each day of that year was exciting. Every lesson was an adventure that I
would willingly experience time and time again. Northern Academy exposed
me to arrays of life I never knew. I joined debating during Grade 8 and it
has been essential in building my self-confidence and awareness of current
affairs. I tried playing soccer, but failed dismally – not everyone is made to
run around chasing a ball. I have made friends and lost some, cried multiple
times and a few more times – over marks, friends, food and anything that has to do with being a high-school
learner. I am grateful for Northern Academy to have facilitated both my peak moments and moments that
should probably be erased from history.
One thing I have realised about Northern Academy learners, is that they are inherently resilient and persevering.
Learners face challenges each and every day and it becomes difficult to balance your desire to enjoy life with
demanding academics. Northern Academy learners conquer this beautifully. In most cases one would advise
a learner to prioritise academics, for obvious reasons, but a Northern Academy learner chooses to find joy and
satisfaction from their studies; therefore, killing one bird with two stones. Northern Academy makes it very
difficult to fail and that’s what makes me proud to wear its colours.
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Rocking
futurecareer
day.
Lesego Sathekge is a CAS artist.

Blood bank peer promoters
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Michael Dalton

Head
boy

Creston College has been my home away from home
for the past five years. I remember being a nervous
little Grade 8 learner who was rather shy and timid;
inexplicably daunted by the ‘big pond’ they called high
school. I also remember having a full-blown panic attack
when on only my second day, I decided to get lost. Never
in a million years would I have believed that the prospect
of becoming head boy would turn into reality. As it did,
however, I quickly realised that my growth was, in many
respects, attributed to Creston College, for shaping me
and moulding me into the person I am today.

is positivity triumphs, and if
if I didn't have the positive
peers, teachers and guiding
influences brought to me by
Creston College, I might not
have remained so positive.
Being positive is, however,
just the tip of the iceberg
when compared to all the
other valuable lessons I have
learnt during my five-year stay.

Creston College has taught me a multitude of things
concerning life and the ways of dealing with it, but more
specifically concerning myself. For one, the ‘big pond’
is only daunting if you let it daunt you. Every challenge
that arises can be either be taken as an opportunity for
growth or an instant to prepare for failure. The simple
truth is the choice is yours.

For those still on their journey to completing matric,
just remember that there are no setbacks, only
opportunities for growth, development and personal
expansion. Take cognisance of the fact that one day it
will all be over, and that day will come by sooner than
expected. Therefore, take the time to enjoy watching
the flowers bloom. Take the time to indulge yourself in
their beauty. Close your eyes and smell them, because
the chances are, the moment you look up, high school
will be but a distant memory.

Look at a flower with a positive attitude and soon you’ll
see it blooming. Look at a flower with a negative attitude
and soon you’ll forget the beauty of a flower. The fact

Micaela
van Heerden
I was given the opportunity to reflect on my whole
12 years at Creston College, however as one might
imagine, it is a difficult task. I decided to pen my
reflection in the best way I knew how – a poem.

Fellow Crestonions of old and new, today we gather for the
celebration of you –
You the teachers, bounding with wisdom, love, integrity,
nurturing the mind of a 6-year-old me
Into the person I am and hope to be – into the people we
are and hope to become
Declaring fiercely that we will bravely embrace the future,
stand firm and say we dare to
All because of you
Testing and questioning, pushing us further – saying
I DARE YOU
I dare you to achieve and I dare you to be great;
For those are the people you strive to create.
Those are people, who can change the world, who, when
they speak – they will be heard;
for they have a fire that burns in them, a passion that churns
them and a fight that moves them –
that moves their mountains and calms their stormy oceans.
My fellow Crestonians of old and new, today we gather to
celebrate you –
Learners who have shaped the past, who are taming
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Creston College

Nicholas Kalamoudacos and Mokhethi
Rasenyalo showing off their stylish new
matric jackets.

Head
girl
the present and who are
awaiting the future
Facing a world you fear no
more because you were
made from more, Creston
was made from more than
just bricks and cement –
she is alive with people who have a vision to accomplish
more and an ongoing mission to implement it.
A fearless RED MACHINE.
Never backing down and never giving up.
For as the famous saying goes –
You do not come to Creston to be the best; you come to
Creston to beat the best.
And when the time of battle comes, together we will stand
tall shoulder to shoulder
and answer Creston’s call.
For my Creston, who are my teachers and fellow learners,
who is my memories, my tears and my triumphs,
who is the one that taught me to have courage and be
brave to reach as far as your arms can possibly stretch, and
when you get there to reach a little further.
That is Creston.
That is the Creston we have gathered here today to
celebrate.
And we are the Creston people will commemorate.
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Kyle Allan, Josh Bonnema, Luke Weehuizen, Keegan
Pillay and Pieter Stroebel after a long day’s work at
Genisis Care Centre, with the Eaglecrest Interact Club.

Savannah Haupt, Abbey Richardson, Erin Jenkins,
Megan du Toit and Jordan Soulsby looking
fabulous on their matric dance night.

Creleisha Moodley, Michael Dalton
and Tania Verghese spreading the
love at the interhouse athletics day.

Clinton Bezuidenhout and Josh
Bonnema getting ready to
show the Grade 8 girls how not
to dress at school, but how you
should dress at school.

Matric
dance
2019

The Engineering Graphics and Design class for 2019 getting all fancy at
their matric dance, with their fantastic teacher, Miss Muir.

Sinazo Diko, S’phokazi Mgadi, Heidi
Richards, Waheed Amanjee and
Yonela Gasela at Wild Waves during
their leadership camp.
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Francois Booysen

Head
boy

DOT’S LEARNING CENTRE

I have not been at Dot’s Learning Centre very long, but the amount
of support and love I have received from the teachers and learners
made me change my mind about school. There was a time when I
thought that I would never make it, and I was so close to giving up.
Being at Dot’s and seeing that there are special people who still care,
have changed my mindset completely. Now I can’t wait to get up in
the mornings and go to school.
Dot’s has taught me to never give up and to always aim higher, as
there is no limit to your imagination and no limit to who you can be.
Everyone is like family, and we look out for each other while learning
and growing as individuals.
To the future matrics, remember to believe in yourself and aim for the
best. We all have weaknesses and strengths, but in order to become
better, we must accept who we are and believe in ourselves. Thank
you to the teachers and learners who made me feel so welcome and
part of the family.

Acting silly and showing off at 40 days.

Tamzin
Davenport
I have been at Dot’s Learning Centre for the
past four years; within these four years I
have learnt so much and have grown as a
person.
I came from a public school with more
than 30 learners in a class; it was difficult
and I was very scared to ask for help. After
coming to Dot’s, I became more confident
and started believing in myself. What I will
cherish most about Dot’s are the memories
and the fun I have shared with many people.
I will remember the friendships that I have
made on my journey. I am grateful for the
opportunity to be here and that I can finish
my last school year at Dot’s Learning Centre.
To the future matrics at Dot’s, good luck to
all of you and remember – your teachers
and peers are there to help.

Head
girl
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Learners relaxing
Back, from left: Christiaan Maree, Nicholas Snyman
and Francois Booysen
Front, from left: Tamzin Davenport and Hanna Turner
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Zanfré
Meyer

Five years ago, I remembered ringing that tiny
handbell as I was accepted into the Grantleigh
community. A community that now became
my family.
Grantleigh has not only become a home to
me, but a place where I share my greatest
memories. A location where I met the most
amazing people and where I selected the role
models I will always look up to in times of need. The
one thing that I will never forget about Grantleigh
is the unique and complete diverse teachers it has.
Over the last five years, I have had teachers who knew
how to bring life to each lesson; I have had teachers who had
the best sense of humour and always found a way to make their
subject the best. I have had teachers who are brilliant at what they do and
are willing to go the extra mile. I have met teachers who have touched
my soul in such a way that their influence in my life made me the person
I am today. My classroom memories will always be the most treasured
memories I have. They are filled with loving people and a lot of laughs.

Head
girl

I believe every season in life has a lesson to teach. My season here at
Grantleigh taught me so much about the person I am and who I want to be.
I have discovered the true meaning of being grateful for the life God has
blessed me with during my journey. Every experience and every challenge
taught me how to radiate a heart of gratitude. Grantleigh taught me the
inner strength to face the obstacles life throws at you and how to overcome
it. I have become a person who is confident in herself, what she believes in
and someone who will stand up for the rights of other people. I learnt the
value of ubuntu throughout my five years, and that will forever be something
I will carry in my heart. I can proudly say that my journey within the walls of
this beautiful school moulded me into the person who I am today. Never
neglect the life lessons that a family can teach you. This family has helped
me discover my passions, calling, dreams and my vision in life.
To the matrics, I can only advise you to cherish every moment you have. Your
journey may seem long, but I assure you it will soon be over; time flies when
you are very busy. Matric will challenge you, and it will force you to work
harder than you have ever worked before. Exams will be piling up, and the
mountain of work will look terrifying, and you will feel exhausted at times.
However, when you get so close to the end, and you look back, you will realise
how much you have matured and developed in your character. You will be
proud of the results you are getting, and you will understand it was all worth
it. I encourage you to make the most of your time, be responsible for your
decision regarding time-management and school planning. I encourage you
to get involved at school and make memories with people. I encourage you
to never give up on yourself. I encourage you to remember who you are and
to fight for your dreams. And I encourage you to always make a difference in
someone else’s life by becoming a role model to them, regardless of their age.
To the future matrics, Grantleigh is a blessing, therefore be grateful for
every single thing the school does for you. Work harder than you have ever
worked before, but look after your mental, physical and emotional health.
Believe in yourself and never give up on yourself. My last piece of advice to
all matrics, trust the process, because no matter what happens, even if it
seems like your whole world is falling apart, God is in control of everything.
And in everything you do, give God the glory ...
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Grantleigh
Matric
dance
2019
Back, from left: Corbin Stewart, Franco Els, Brent Stevenson, Mark Mellett and Fergus Davidson
Front, from left: Zanfré Meyer, Malaika Mbuli, Claudelle Botha, Brittney-Ann Jones and Anastasia Seindis

From left: Chloe Davies
and Meagan Scrase

Back, from left: Gary Tracey, Christopher Roos, Jason
Upfold, Callum Norris, JJ Venter and Chantelle Souchon
Front, from left: Jamie-Lee Reilly, Amber Hawkey,
Jessica du Plessis and Micheline Souchon
Meagen Scrase obtained gold in the
President’s Award programme.

Matric day
From left (clockwise): Chase Farr, Tyrel Porril, Jason Upfold, Anthony Patinos,
Christopher Tanser, Ivan le Roux, Michael Muller and Dylan Korff

They spent their entire school career at Grantleigh.
Back, from left: Christopher Roos, Fergus Davidson, Anastasia Seindis, Jenna Everingham
and Meagan Scrase
Front, left: Gary Louw, Tegan Raath, Varushka Naidu and Bianca Voysey

Gary Louw received the top prize (88%)
in the Royal Society of South Africa’s
national essay competition.
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St Dominics Newcastle

Refilwe
Tsotetsi
Head
prefect
Attending a Curro school such as St Dominics
Newcastle has been nothing but a blessing. Having
gone to the school well before it became a Curro
Select School, and watching its transition into a
Curro school has helped me realise the privilege of
attending a school such as St Dominics. I have been
at St Doms (a nickname we have given to it) since I
was three years old. I am now 17.
I experienced my tiny family grow into a community
of diverse learners, all of which are unique, yet when
together we form harmony like a Van Gogh painting.
I can vividly remember the AstroTurf, now named
the Allison Marillier AstroTurf, being built – and the
excitement everyone had to no longer play on grass.
Or, the transition from textbooks to tablets. This was
a huge event for my grade especially, as we were the
first group to change from textbooks to tablets. This
is the type of change we need to move forward.
Attending St Doms has taught me to surrender to my
surroundings and not fight against them, and to be
open to the constant change happening around me.
Seeing the younger kids being exposed to subjects
such as Robotics where important things like coding
are taught, gives me great hope for the future. The
world is changing, and it is time we change with it.
Most importantly, it taught me that the ambitions that
I have are attainable – never did I think in Grade 4 that
I would be using a tablet every day for school. Further,
attending this school has taught me that you need to
change as progress is not measured by how much of
the same thing you have done, but how many different
things you have tried to do in order to move forward.
Future matriculant, I hope you surrender to this change
as well. Surrender is the essential key factor to being
in control, because you cannot tame a storm before
knowing its arrival. Change is terrifying, exciting, but
by putting your mind and heart into whatever you
do, it is manageable. And change does not have to be
something huge – it can be something as small as a
daring new hairstyle, to the huge jump from Grade 11
to Grade 12. As long as you go with the flow, you will
be okay, and you will succeed, my friend.
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Minenhle
Nkuna

Back: Siphesihle Ntuli
Front, from left: Asande Mbatha, Nondumiso
Gumbi, Siphelele Zondo, Lwazi Mashinini,
Emma Hunter and Nsika Zwane

Literature
day
Cassidy Steenkamp,
Zahra Mohammed, Yusraa Ameen
and Sria Gokul

Deputy head prefect

Curro's St Dominics Newcastle has been a school I
consider as family. The kindness, mannerism, respect,
love and most importantly to me, their ability to
understand an individual like me has been one of the
most remarkable experiences I have encountered. I
never really knew my capabilities and potential of
one day becoming a leader. Being in St Dominics
Newcastle helped me dearly into choosing the right
path and to realise that this path is filled with several
opportunities and that one day it will open doors for
me. I am an easily-influenced individual and without
my teachers’ support, guidance and understanding I
believe that I would have taken the wrong turn.
I will always be grateful for the faith my teachers had
in me, always telling me ‘you are a born leader’, 'you
have great potential' and the most outrageous one,
but not impossible: ‘Minenhle, you will become the
president of our country one day.’ All those words I
will forever cherish and my journey with the school
is one I will always keep close to my heart. These
experiences contributed to my journey and made
me the woman I am today.
What has St Dominics taught me about myself?
St Dominics has taught me that I am a very powerful,
confident, talented and outspoken woman, and
without the school giving me the platform to
showcase all my capabilities, I do not think that I
would know the strength of each characteristic I
have and how to use it wisely.
My advice to future matrics: Your teachers are your
second parents because I guarantee you that they
spend more time with you in a day than your parents
do. So show them the same respect you would show
your parents. Never be afraid to be yourself. Last,
but not least, never be afraid to take risks that you
believe will better you as a person.
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Refilwe Tsotetsi, Mrs Raghoo, Zahra Mohammed and Yusraa Ameen
Back, from left: Sthabiso Ntombela, Bradley Dick
and Mangaliso Kubheka
Front, from left: Nsika Zwane, Asande Mbatha
and Siphesihle Ntuli

Matric
dance
2019

Bradley Dick, Andile Khunene, Nondumiso Gumbi, Mrs Grobler, Minenhle Nkuna, Virna
Makhudu, Siphelele Zondo, Sthabiso Ntombela, Sria Gokul and Mangaliso Kubheka

Refilwe Nsotetsi and Zibusiso Mabaso
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Nhlamulo Ndhlovu

Passion drives greatness. This is a personal mantra I created in Grade 8
which has been my driving force all the way to matric. It is a bittersweet
reality to face when the realisation that my final year of school has finally
dawned upon me. Having been at Waterstone College for nearly a decade, I
can truly say the school has moulded me into an individual who lives by the
school values: faith, integrity, respect and excellence.
Starting Grade 8 as a prospective leader, the dream of one day leading a
school brewed a passion within me which drove me to never stop nor settle
for mediocrity but rather keep pushing my limits. One thing I will always
remember from my experience at Waterstone College is that there is a time
for everything. Just as there is time to relax, there is a time to work. Just
as there is time to focus, there is time to have fun. The key to success is
knowing how to balance your time. Favour for one may lead to the detriment
of another if not correctly balanced.

Head boy

Although the high-school experience has been difficult, a person cannot grow
if they remain within the constraints of their comfort zone. I have been truly
blessed to have the support of learners, staff members as well as management
throughout the year – pushing me outside of my comfort zone and allowing for
me to evolve into a leadership figure that I have always aspired to become. Just as
everyone within the school has made an impact on my life, I hope that I have not

Sarah van der Spuy
Waterstone College has been my home away from home for the past nine
magnificent years, and will remain a large part of my heart long into the future.
It is a place that helps uniquely mould each learner; acting as a second family
while offering an unlimited amount of opportunities and lessons that stretch
far beyond the classroom walls. As each matric class exits our gates, we can
confidently say that Waterstone College has prepared their characters for
what is to come, and has provided them with the best high-school experience.
Waterstone College has carried my academics and education to new heights,
thanks to the help of numerous outstanding teachers. Every learner’s
absolute love for extramurals has been sparked as we have taken part in
many activities – my personal favourites being netball and athletics. I had the
honour of playing in the first team with girls with whom I have created lifelong memories. There is always an endless amount of fun during our exciting
house events (like hilarious plays and busy athletics days) as well as at our
grade days, dress-up days, spectacular camps, festivals and other events. This
all happened in between hard work; which made it that much more special.
All of this and more, accompanied by an endless amount of memories, are
what made my high-school experience so spectacular. However, the greatest
characteristic of my amazing school is the people – the caring and invested
teachers, the management and my lovely fellow learners, whom I can proudly
call my brothers and sisters, and my best friends.
My school has taken small ‘seedlings’ of children, and has acted as the rich soil
while showering us with endless opportunities and wisdom. I have sprouted
in my sports and academic activities, grown in wonderful leadership roles by
being netball captain, house captain and head girl, and have blossomed into
the young woman that I am proud to be today. I will dearly miss Waterstone
College and will continue to carry the FIRE (faith, integrity, respect, and
excellence) within my blue, Waterstonian blood. I am eternally grateful, proud,
and honoured to have been a part of it all.
72 |

| Matric 2019 | Towards the 21st century | www.curro.co.za

Waterstone College
only left a mark upon everyone
I have come into contact with,
but have also left a legacy which
will be embraced and followed
by future leaders of the school.
Waterstone College has taught me
that there is much more to myself
than my self-evaluation. Being the
head boy of Waterstone College’s
Class of 2019 has not only been an
honour, but also a great privilege
and an experience I’ll forever
cherish and be grateful for.
My advice for future matrics is
to have fun. I am not saying to
neglect your responsibilities that
come with matric, but cherish your
final moments with the people
you’ve grown up with. Take many
pictures, create a magnitude of
memories and have fun. Ensure
that everything that you do, you
do with passion because passion
drives greatness.

The Class of 2019

My school has taken
small ‘seedlings’ of
children, and has
acted as the rich
soil while showering
us with endless
opportunities and
wisdom.
From left: Ayanda Mtshali, Kaitlyn Osborne,
Kaeleigh Goss and Bombelini Mageza

Head girl

From left: Boipelo Tshabalala and
Reuel de Saldanha

Dancing the night away.

From left: Demi Graaf, Cayleigh Potgieter,
Amber van Zyl and Gabriella Moreira

Matric
dance
2019
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Jacques
Rautenbach

Head
boy

After spending 15 years at Woodhill College, it has truly established a special
place in my heart. Back when I was three years old and preparing for my first
day of school, I could not speak a word of English, which could have been a
problem, but not for a teacher from Woodhill College. The teacher was very
patient and taught me to speak English so that I could fit in with everyone else.
As I grew older I became fond of sport and participated in as many sporting
codes as possible. Playing sport with my friends almost every afternoon is
an aspect of school life that I will never forget. Running out on the hockey or
rugby field representing the first team with the school watching and cheering
from the sideline, stirs a feeling that you can only understand once you have
experienced it. These memories will stay with me forever.
Woodhill College has taught me a lot of things, perhaps the most important
being that one can always be better. I always used to limit myself to certain
goals and achievements because I did not think I would be able to do better.
The teachers and coaches at Woodhill College have motivated me to become
the best version of myself. They have helped me to reach new heights and

Lolade Irinoye
Woodhill College has given me the opportunities to
meet so many different people. All that was needed
was to participate in sporting activities, cultural clubs
and ultimately to sign up as head girl candidate. It
was Woodhill College and its teachers that helped me
become who I am today. Woodhill College nurtured my
passion for netball, and it was Woodhill College that
elected me as their head girl for 2019. This school has
facilitated my growth from someone who did not have
friends to someone who felt comfortable enough to
speak to strangers and to make friends.

It seems impossible and would be disrespectful for me
to choose only one lasting and formative experience,
because the collective Woodhill College journey has come
to define me. Woodhill has taught me to stay strong in my
opinion, to know that I can get good marks in Afrikaans,
to never give up and to use the opportunities given to
me to the fullest. Initially I never dreamed of becoming
the head girl. I thought it was going to waste my time in
this important year. Yet, it was the teachers and learners,
who encouraged me to sign up and take the first step. I
never thought I would get the position, but I put myself
out there and took another risk. Woodhill College has
continuously showed what I am capable of. From being a
horrible netball player to being in the first team for four
years, or from not knowing how to be myself to knowing
exactly who I am and who I want to be.
Woodhill College is an amazing school, because the tea
chers care for you and they work so hard behind the
scenes. Their commitment motivates you to do your best.
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have taught me that I
should never limit myself.
My advice to future
Woodhillians is to just
have fun and do as much
as possible while you
still can, because before
you know it, the years
at our special school will
be over. Use your matric
year to do something
new that you have always
wanted to, because you
will never get the chance
again. When it comes
to your final exams you
must study hard, because
those are the marks that
count. You need to find
a balance between your
studies and everything
else. Lastly, make sure
that you are ready for the
most exciting year of all
your school years ...

Martial Eagle House matrics after interhouse athletics.

Head
girl

It feels strange that I am
leaving the only school
I have ever been to. I
have been at Woodhill
College for 15 years
and I am struggling
to accept that I will
never be a learner
at Woodhill again.
Woodhill College has
genuinely become
my home. It was the
one place that I could stay until
18:00 and not feel like I was overstaying. The one place
where I was welcome any day. Woodhill College was the
one place where I could grow.
What I would emphasise for future matrics is to accept
the challenging demands that Woodhill College expects
from you. If you do not keep up with your planning, you
will struggle. The workload is heavy, together with sport,
culture and pressure from merely turning 18. Please plan,
it will save your time, help you use all your opportunities
and ensure that you can still get enough sleep. Lastly,
matric is your last year. Do not use the workload in matric
as an excuse to miss out on your last opportunities as a
high-school learner. Next year, a new life awaits. To say
that I am scared is an understatement, but Woodhill
College has encouraged me to never let fear stand in my
way. Good luck, and I hope you live your life to the fullest.
Be ready to show people what you are made of ...
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Woodhill College

Matrics after their final
interhouse gala.

Matric friends after their 100 m
From left: Diphenyo Maja, Tiago
Camara and Jacques Rautenbach

The sun sets on the first hockey team.

Matrics and teachers swap for dress-up day.
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Windhoek Gymnasium

Henco
Rieckert

We have both been enrolled in Windhoek
Gymnasium from our Grade 1 year and through all
the years the things we will always remember are
the school community, which is so supportive, and
the positive spirit of the school as a whole. Windhoek
Gymnasium is truly a school where learners feel
welcome and appreciated and it definitely helped
us grow and mature into the human beings we
are today. We will always remember the many
great moments and opportunities that this school
has provided for us. We definitely have the best
teachers and facilities in the country, which is so
much appreciated.

Head
prefect

Marné
Rieckert

The school has taught us that you can do anything
that you can dream, if you put your mind to it
and work committedly to achieve it. The school
played a vital role in the building of our characters.
Windhoek Gymnasium taught us to always be
confident in who we are and strive to be better
than yesterday. The school has taught us to never
give up on our dreams or ourselves. We have learnt
to always be kind to those around us and always
shine our lights for our Creator. We have learnt to
care about those around us, never be selfish and
to forgive those who wronged us.
We would advise all learners to get involved in as
many activities as you can. '’n Betrokke leerder,
is ’n gelukkige leerder!' The school provides so
many great opportunities for learners. Take part,
broaden your horizons, and make new friends! It
is important to maintain a balance. Play hard, but
also work hard. Go support your friends and be
kind to one another. High school is over in a flash,
so take on every opportunity and make as many
memories as possible.

Grade 12 ties

Watermelon festival
From left: Reinette Louw, Su-Ané Brand and Kari Davids

Capricorn Group Sevens Rugby Tournament
From left: Michaél Laubscher, Henco Rieckert and
Bruwer Laubscher

Physical Sciences: Grade 12A and Prof. Proton

Head
prefect

Oh so suave
From left: Mduduzi Phiri, Namwenyo Shikongo, Pasi Chadya
and Ndipamekwe Shilomboleni
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As per tradition the Grade 12s welcomed the
Grade 1s on their first day at school.
From left: Keza Nzaramba (Grade 1), Chanél Botha,
Wilmien Steenkamp and Eduan Narib (Grade 1)

Jani Venter and Bruwer
Laubscher stole the show.

Matric
dance
2019

Naame Williams
looked like a real princess.
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Sign up to stay
in touch.

Through Curro Alumni, you can gain VIP access to national events,
stay updated on news from your school, and stay in touch with a
country-wide network of professionals in Curro Alumni.
Treasuring our past; building our future together.

