
Durbanville

CURRO

Issue 5 -  August 2019

1www.curro.co.za 1(021) 976-6377 curroprimary@curro.co.za

Communiké



2

Staff

Welcome to Ms Megan 
Burges who is our new 
Grade 5 English teacher. 
We are excited to have you 
as part of our Curro team. 
We hope that you will be 
very happy with us!

A warm welcome to Ms 
Marsanne Milan, our new 
music teacher. Ms 
Marsanne is passionate 
about music and would like 
to share the following with 
us: “I would like to share 
sunshine and hope 
wherever I go, and I want to 
give my best in everything I 
do here at Curro.” 

With his wide smile and polite friendliness, Mr Ryno Engelke added 
colour to the Grade 7 passage. The learners were immediately very 
fond of him and they all wanted the secret 'recipe' to get muscles 
like his. His youthfulness contributed to the vibrant atmosphere in 
the passage. We appreciate the role he played in Grade 7 in the 
past seven months. Mr Ryno succumbed before the alluring 
temptation of the  big, wide world out there. He is on his way to 
become a teacher in China.  We believe that a bright future is 
stretched out before him and that he will seize all opportunities 
coming his way. We wish him all the best for the new adventure 
ahead of him. 

We say goodbye to Ms 
Suné Nel with a heavy 
heart. In the past year and 
7 months, she crept 
deeply into our hearts. 
She made a significant 
contribution to our school, 
both on the sportsfield and 
in her class. Ms Suné is 
exchanging South Africa 
for Kuwait, and we wish 
her all the best with the 
new chapter in her life.

“I can be my true self around Ms Suné.”  (Ina 
Truter)
“I know that God will put his wings around you and 
that He has a plan with you.” (Jantjies / Jana 
Banana)
“It feels as if I am saying goodbye to my mom – I 
will miss you so, so much!” (Inge Dippenaar)

Chandré Boer completed 
her honours degree in 
Early Childhood 
Development, spacialising 
in Mathematics. Her 
honours degree was 
obtained Cum Laude. 
Congratulations!

After completing 3 years 
of Psychology, Teacher 
Louise Clulow was 
selected to do a Bachelor 
in Educational Honours in 
Pshycho Educational 
Support which she 
received Cum Laude for. 
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Curro Council
The Curro Council of 2019 has embarked on a journey to 
ensure that they participate in a community outreach 
event at least once a term.  This gives the learners an 
opportunity to take some time to give back to their 
communities. This term, as part of the annual Curro Gives 
Back campaign, the members of the Curro Council visited 
Green Pastures, a retirement home in Durbanville. The 
learners presented the residents with gifts of colouring 
books, colouring pencils, soft balls and games. Each 
resident was also gifted with a small succulent plant that 
they could take to their rooms. Three of our learners 
performed for them, Mia Kotze presented a poem and 
Ithike Gunter and Joy Holcombe entertained the residents 
with a song.  The learners spent time chatting to the 
residents and listening to some of their stories. It was a 
very enriching experience for learners, educators and 
especially for the residents of Green Pastures.  

Be a buddy … not a bully, is Curro's anti-bully motto this 
year. We are guiding our learners to be “buddies” and not 
”’bullies”. By using colourful posters in our passages, 
educators are informing  learners about this topic on a 
regular basis while guest speakers are invited to come 
and speak to our learners.

We are focusing on the following points: Understanding 
the concept of bullying, why it occurs, different forms of 
bullying and how to stop them/it.

This term we are focusing on “ Cyberbullying ”.
Our aim is to create a safe and positive environment 
where bullies are not welcome.

Bully-wise
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The CR van der Merwe Hall at Curro 
Durbanville was a hive of activities on 
Thursday, 13 June when the Curro 
schools from the Western Cape 
participated in the STEAMD Expo.  The 
atmosphere was electric and filled with 
excitement as the learners put their PBL 
projects on display.  Each school entered 
their top PBL's for Natural Sciences, 
Social Sciences, Art, Technology and 
Mathematics.  Our Language department 
displayed a variety of creative writing and 
there were many entries for various 
categories of the art competitions.  Our 
Robotics teams also participated in the 
Inter-Curro Robotics Competition. 
Throughout the day, the learners were 
entertained with  Mathematics 
challenges, Technology and Art activities 

and Science experiments.  3-D printing, laser cutting and drone flying competitions were also adding 
flavour to the day.  Mr South Africa 2019 gave a very interesting motivational speech to our learners.  The 
day ended off with a Science show done by a real Science professor from the University of Stellenbosch.

4

Steam(d) EXPO
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We would like to thank Rodger Boltman 
from Pinehurst Food Lover's Market for 
the delicious food he sponsored at our 
STEAMD day.  We really appreciate it!
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Our Grade 3s 
celebrated being 100 
days smarter at the 

beginning of this term. 
All activities on the day 

centers around the 
number 100. We did 
jumping jacks and 
balanced for 100 

seconds, walked out 
100 paces, measured 

out 6 different counters 
in groups of 100. We 
imagined what life will 
be like when we are 

100. What a FUN day it 
was!

The Grade 4s 

visited the 

planetarium 

and Iziko  

Museum in 

Cape Town. 

They learnt 

about the 

stars and 

constellations. 

In  the 

museum they 

learnt all 

about 

minerals and 

interesting 

animals. 

What a 
fantastic 

experience!
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An enormous thank to all our parents and learners who generously donated items 
and money to the Curro Durbanville's We Give Back outreach project.  This project 
formed part of our 67 minutes for Mandela initiative. Thank you for making a 
difference to Kay Mason Foundation (KMF), Fisantekraal Animal Welfare (FAW), 
Bless-a-Baby as well as to our senior citizens. Without you, none of this would have 
been possible.
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Lights, camera… action…!

The BIG night finally arrived, a culmination of 3 weeks of planning, practicing, laughing and near  hysteria, as Curro 

Durbanville Primary presented their FIRST Staff Concert. Oh, and what a night it was!!! On entering the foyer, our 

audience was transported to Hollywood, with red carpet, Hollywood sign and of course photos of all the STARS who 

would soon feature.  Teacher Anouk was the creative genius behind all the décor and props, it truly was a 

mesmerising experience!  Not to be outdone…. our gorgeous judges, the beautiful “Berylicious” and sparkling 

“Sharleen Dilly Dally” added some pizazz and style as they welcomed the audience to a night that would not soon be 

forgotten. 

Our staff brought their 'A' game and produced a smorgasbord of acts for the parents to enjoy.  The acts presented 

were very diverse in nature and had the audience in stitches. The fun, upbeat tempo of the songs chosen had 

everyone tapping and singing along as they scanned the stage trying to identify their specific teacher. A task made 

more difficult as some teachers were NOT in their usual attire or character. Our music department showed off their 

talent with a very impressive item titled “The Typewriter', who knew a typewriter could be such an amazing 

instrument?

The show ended with a funky finale dance that involved all staff members and earned a “golden buzzer” from our 2 

judges. This was then followed by a behind the scenes video of what our teachers had been getting up to while 

practicing.

The concert truly was a resounding success. A very BIG thank you to all the amazing teachers, Mr Van Zyl, Miss 

Olivia and our fantastic admin staff for all their contributions in making the show such a resounding success. Your 

“gees” and positive attitude were remarkable. 

A very special thank you to the concert committee and to the producers of the show, Teacher Debbie and Teacher 

Nadia. 

Staff concert
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Music

Choirs
Our choirs made history this year when all three choirs ended under the 

top three choirs in their categories at the Tygerberg Eisteddfod. All three 

choirs were invited to take part in the prestigious final round on 2 

August in the Endler hall in Stellenbosch. Curro Durbanville's Junior 

Choir won their category with 93.5%. Our Senior Choir came third with 

91.6% 

We are extremely proud all our choir learners!  The results achieved are a testament to the hours and 

hours of commitment and dedication. A special word of thanks to all our parents for their support and 

encouragement.

Curro Arts Superhero

 We are extremely proud of Cherie 

Shum, who was selected to perform a 

piano solo at the recent Curro Arts 

Superhero concert! 

Theory Results 

Congratulations to the following learners who excelled in 

the recent external theory exams:

Shazia Esack  UNISA Pregrade 1   96%

Sarah van der Wolf  ABRSM Grade 1  98%
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There's quite a bit of upgrading taking place on Curro 
Durbanville's campus at the moment. Our tennis court and parking 
area floodlights are going up. The underground water harvesting 
system on our rugby field has been installed. Our cricket nets are 
being upgraded and will now also include lighting. The building of 
our new indoor cricket and sports facility is in full swing. And who 
could miss the huge crane that arrived on-site today to install the 
floodlights on our rugby field?
Exciting times lie ahead for all at Curro Durbanville!

Tuck Shop and Coffee@Curro REVAMP:

Curro Durbanville learners enjoyed their 
first day back at school today - with an 
added measure of excitement and 
surprise...
Our new catering service provider, 
Feedem, was hard at work during the 
school holidays revamping the tuck shop 
and coffee shop areas on our campus.
The result: a colourful and happy space for 
our learners and parents to enjoy!

Feedem

Campus upgrades

Top 10 Academic Badges

Congratuations to our learners who received their Top 10 Adademic Badges for their June exam results!

Grade 5 Grade 7Grade 6
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Two of Curro Durbanville's top athletes, SD Schmidt and Mea Botha, 
participated in the SA Biathle/Triathle competitions, on 15/16 June 
2019 in Durban.
They both performed well with SD achieving a 9th place out of 28 
participants, boys' under 13. And Mea  achieving a 11th place in under 
13 girls. SD achieved full WP colours in Biathle and Mea received 
Western Province Development colours for Biathle and Triathle.  
Congratulations to both these stars. We are looking forward to seeing 
your achievements in the future.

Sport 
Achievers

Lené Joubert, in Grade 5, achived a joint 3rd place for her Level 
5 Artistic Gymnastics District Competition. 

This past Saturday evening, Kay-Lee Goch was again chosen for the South 
African Shore Angling Association's Interprovincial Tournament (Nationals 2019) to 
be held in Dwarskerbos.  Western Province will be competing against the other 
provinces from 20 to 22 September 2019.  
She also received 1st place for Girls 3 year ranking and 3rd place for Girls current 
season.

Leah & Lourens Coetzee both took part in the Cape Classic Western Province Jiu-
Jitsu competition held on 20 July.  Leah got Gold for the under 30kg girls division. 
She receives her WP A-Team Colours. Lourens got Bronze for the boys under 25kg. 
He will receive his WP B-Team Colours.

Aristea Netball Tournament
During the weekend of the 26 July almost 60 of our netball players took part in the Aristea Netball 
Tournament. 
On the Friday our enthusiastic junior players showed wonderful skills and team spirit during a warm, sunny 
day. It has been amazing to see the development of our players from the beginning of the season. We are 
extremely proud of our stars of the future.
During a cooler Saturday the under 11 and under 13 teams enjoyed a day full of competitive netball 
matches. The two senior teams played each match with determination and showcased their skills in each 
match.
It was lovely to see the support for our teams during both days. We are proud of our players brilliant 
performance at the tournament.

Netball

George Bell was chosen for the Cape Winelands Judo team. He achieved a 4th 
place for the under 15 boys at the SA National Judo Championships. His team also 
received a 4th place. Well done, we are proud of you!
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From 13 to 15 June 2019, Curro Durbanville participated in the much anticipated annual CURRO NATIONALS 
Tournament. This year Waterstone College hosted the event where under 13 and under 18 athletes participated in 
Hockey, Soccer, Netball and Rugby 7s.

Curro Durbanville was privileged to have representatives for both age groups in every sport code besides soccer. 
This is an outstanding achievement, and we are extremely proud of all our teams.

Our teams' results were as follows:

NETBALL
Curro Durbanville's under 13 netball girls played 9 matches at Curro Nationals, winning 8 and only narrowly losing 
to Curro Nelspruit in the final, making them SILVER medallists.

RUGBY
Curro Durbanville's under 13 rugby boys played 7 matches at the tournament. They lost only 1 game and went on 
to win the final vs Curro Mount Richmond – making Curro Durbanville under 13 rugby boys GOLD medal winners.

H             OCKEY
Curro Durbanville's 
under 13 hockey 
girls played 9 
matches at Curro 
Nationals. They lost 
1 match, drew 1 
and won 7 matches 
in total - including 
the final vs Curro 
Hillcrest making 
Curro Durbanville's 
under 13 hockey 
girls GOLD medal 
winners.

Well done to all our 
learners who 
participated. A huge 
THANK YOU and 
congratulations to 
all the organisers, 
coaches and staff 
on a very 
successful 
tournament. Thank 
you Coach Henco, 
Miss Nicole and 
Miss Sonja for your 
coaching expertise 
and travelling with 
our learners.
A special thank you 
to Curro 
Durbanville's 
parents (both 
travelling and non-
travelling) for their 
support.

Curro Nationals Tournament
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FRIENDLY MATCHES

Curro Durbanville participates in all the friendly 
matches which is an event hosted fortnightly by 
each of the eight primary schools who annually 
participate in these matches.  We have played at 
Totius, Gene Louw and Curro Durbanville.  Each 
school enters ten players who display their skills and sportsmanship during 
the full hour set out for a minimum of three matches. 

LEAGUE MATCHES

This term we have played against Reddam House on 26 July.  
We are proud to report the following:  
under 11:  Curro won 3.5 – 1.5, under 13:  Curro won 6- 0.  

Our match against Durbanville Primary School was scheduled for 
Friday, 2 August.  Tension ran high with Curro using tactics and 
skills to outwit the opposition.   Herewith our results:  
under 11:  Curro won  6–0 , under 13:  Curro won 4-2, under 13 girls:  Curro 
won 5-1.  

OUTDOOR CHESS SET

We wish to thank the primary school PAC for sponsoring a synthetic grass mat for our big outdoor 
chess set.  The campus will share the mat with the high school having Tuesdays and Thursdays 
allocated to set up and pack the set away.  We trust 
that our players will share their talents with fellow 
learners and in such a manner, increase the interest 
in this sport amongst their peers.  

UNDER 13 CHESS ATTIRE

On Friday, 12 July, the under 13 chess team were in 
high spirits when they were presented with their first-
ever chess shirts, sponsored by OXIFA.  These shirts 
will form part of the chess uniform to be worn at 
events.  Curro would like to thank the sponsor and 
owner of OXIFA, i.e. Mr Daniel Nell.   

Chess
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SA SCHOOLS CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS

At the Western Cape Primary Schools Chess Trials hosted in Mossel Bay from 17 – 19 May, a team of 
15 players/age group and gender were selected to represent the Western Province at the South African 
National Schools Chess Tournament, hosted in Kimberley from 17 – 21 June.  We are proud to report 
that 6 of the team members invited, were Curro Durbanville players.  i.e.  Clea Nel, Hannah van 
Heerden, Caitlyn Olkers, Reegan Palmer, Trinity van Beeck and Amahle Zenzile.   Ethan van Heerden 
entered individually to represent his school as well.  

Competition was tough amongst the top South African chess players.  Curro Durbanville put their skills 
to the test to be awarded a spot in the South African School team which will participate in the World 
Schools Chess Championships to be hosted in Lima, Peru in 2020.    

We can boast with the following results:  
u.9 Girls:  Clea Nel – 4th place,  u.11Girls:  Hannah van Heerden – 7th place,  u.13 Boys:  Ethan van 
Heerden – 19th place and u.13 Girls:  Amahle Zenzile 
– 1st place
 
Well done to Clea and Amahle for their brilliant results 
and being selected as members of the South African 
Schools Team!

DISTRICT NORTH TOP SCHOOLS:  FAIRMONT

On Saturday, 20 July, Curro Durbanville Primary 
School had participated in the District North Top 
School Chess Trials hosted at Fairmont High School. 
It was a long and tiring day, starting early morning at 
08:00 and only ending after 16:00.  We are proud of 
our four participating teams, especially after hearing 
comments made by various observers that Curro had 
the best ”SPIRIT” of the day.  Curro Durbanville 
proved their skills and tenacity during all five rounds. 
We are proud to report the following placings: our 
young under 13 Girls team – 4th,  under 9 – 2nd , and 
the district north champions taking gold in two age 
groups: under 11 – 1st and under 13 – 1st.  

We wish our parents, coach and dedicated players only the best 
for the upcoming Western Cape Tournament, scheduled for the 
end of the month.  According to coach Roland, the preparations for 
being WC school champs have already started.  Most of these 
players already attended a holiday workshop to sharpen their skills 
and game strategies.  Our chess teams did us proud.  Their time, 
effort and commitment paid off well!  
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PAC Bingo Evening
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