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JOIN US FOR STEAMD 2019! 
 

The annual Curro Robotics and STEAMD 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, 
Mathematics, and Design) event will take 
place on 12 June 2019 at Curro Aurora. 
During the STEAMD event, our learners 
and educators will have the opportunity to 
show what they achieved in the different 
subjects.  
 

 
 
We started with Project-Based Learning in 
2018, and this is an opportunity for our 
learners to present their best projects to 
other Curro Schools, learners, educators, 
and parents.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Programme: 

Time  Activity 

11:00 Opening 

11:00- 
11:15 

Registration of Robotic Teams 

11:00-
11:30 

FLL Jr Set Up 

11:15-
11:30 

Introduction to Robotics 
Competition and Rules 

11:30- 
13:00 

Judging of FFL Jr 

11:30- 
15:00 

Presentation and Judging of 
PBL’s Writing and Art 
Competitions 

11:30- 
16:30 

Displaying of Subject Entries 

11:30- 
13:00 

1st Session of Robotics 
Competition 

13:00- 
13:45 

Light Lunch 

13:45- 
14:45 

Drone Competition 

14:00-
14:30 

FLL Jr Certificate Ceremony 

14:00- 
15:30 

2nd Session of Robotics 
Competition 

14:00- 
15:40 

Science Show 
Rubiks Cube Dash 
Gaming Virutal Reality 
3D Printing  
Laser Cutting  

15:40- 
16:00 

Certificate Ceremony 

16:20- 
16:30 

Robotics Finals  

 

Please visit us on 12 June to see our 
learners in action. 

31 May 2019 
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Communication 
 

I am including the contact details of the School Management Team and Grade Heads 
herewith as per my previous newsletter for easy reference: 
 

Acting Head Dion Kotze Dion.K@curro.co.za 
 

FET Phase Head Sarah-Jane Olivier Sarah-Jane.O01@curro.co.za 

Snr Phase Head Donne Valkenburg Donne.V1@curro.co.za 
 

Head of Sport Adrian Ferreira Adrian.F@curroholdings.co.za 
 

Head of Culture Saskia Snyders Saskia.S@curro.co.za 
 

Grade 12 Head Anita Bornman Anita.B@curro.co.za 
 

Grade 11 Head Nicole Webb Nicole.W2@curro.co.za 
 

Grade 10 Head Judy Beeston Judy.B@curroholdings.co.za 
 

Grade 9 Head Janine Tobin Janine.T@curro.co.za 
 

Grade 8 Heads Kelsey Gallon &  
Gerard Appelman 

Kelsey.G2@curro.co.za 
Gerard.A@curroholdings.co.za 

 

Please note that e-mails cannot always be read or answered immediately as all members of 
the School Management Team and Grade Heads have a teaching responsibility too. We do 
try our best to answer as quickly as possible. 
 

Staff matters 
 
Congratulations to Miss Magdi van den Berg on her upcoming wedding to Mr Franco du 
Preez on 22 June. Be assured of our best wishes on this wonderful journey as you build your 
new lives together. May the years ahead be filled with lasting joy! 
 

Exams 
 

In most disciplines, there are specific bodies of knowledge that students are expected to 
learn. Physics students might learn about thermodynamics, while history students might learn 
about the Cold War. Exams enable us to accurately test students’ breadth of understanding 
of these topics. 
 
Studying is like exercising. When one exercises, the muscles in use grow stronger. Likewise, 
the process of searching through ones memory and retrieving the relevant information 
strengthens that memory pathway for future uses. Exams don’t just provide a targeted, fit-
for-purpose opportunity for students to demonstrate what they know: they also have the 
power to enhance what students know. 
 
A reminder that the mid-year exams form up to 50% of the year mark which is combined with 
the Final Exams to calculate promotional marks. We are experiencing an increase in 
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absenteeism due to colds and flu. A gentle reminder that should an assessment be missed, 
a doctor’s note is required to avoid a 0% mark.  
 
Preliminary exams for Grade 12 start on 23 August.  

 

 
 

PASS CRITERIA FOR OUR SCHOOL REPORTS 
 
FET Phase (Grade 10, 11 and 12) 
 
Minimum requirements for Bachelor’s Degree Studies 
English 40% or more 
4 subjects 50% or more (May include English but excludes Life Orientation) 
2 subjects 30% or more 
 
Minimum requirements for Diploma Studies 
English 40% or more 
3 other subjects 40% or more (excludes English and Life Orientation) 
2 other subjects 30% or more (includes Life Orientation) 
 
Minimum requirements for Higher Certificate Studies 
English          40%  
2 other learning areas    40% 
3 other learning areas    30% 
Students may fail 1 subject under   30% 
 
 

Senior Phase (Grade 8 and 9) minimum requirements to pass: 
 
English    50 % 
Afrikaans / isiZulu   40 % 
Mathematics    40 % 
3 other learning areas  40 % 
2 other learning areas  30 % 
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Grade 12 Winter School Programme 1 to 5 July  
 

The Winter School Programme runs from 1 to 5 July at school. Various subjects are involved, 
including English; Afrikaans; Mathematics; Mathematical Literacy; Economics; Accounting; 
CAT; IT; History; Geography; Life Sciences; Physical Sciences and Consumer Studies. 
Matrics who have not yet booked slots for their English CAT Speech and Prepared Reading, 
must see Mrs Edwards as soon as possible. 
 
This programme forms part of our teaching planning and we would therefore like to see all 
our Matrics attend. The Winter School is offered at no cost to our learners and they may 
attend in civvies. 
 

 

News from Curro Castle Aurora 
 
Last week Friday the Castle collaborated with Phyzz Ed to host the Grade R 
Sports day. The Phyzz Ed team set up eight different stations and the Garde 
R classes rotated enthusiastically between them.  The stations had different 
sporting elements from soccer to netball, and rugby to hockey, providing a 
showcase of their gross motor skills. The vibe was electric, and each class 
walked onto the field with a high energy song and large bright class banners. 
Thank you to all the parents who were able to attend and dress up in the 
class colour. The big event for the day had to be the parent’s race!  
   

 

 
Primary School Highlights 
 
OLD TAKKIES GET NEW LIFE 
Here at Curro Aurora not only do we love keeping our learners active and fit, but we also 
promote a healthy and active lifestyle to our community and those less fortunate than we are. 
Curro Aurora will be hosting the Curro Cross Country Meeting in Term 3! Please help us to 
collect old running shoes to support those in need, with great athletic potential. Donations 
can be handed to Mr. Van der Merwe or Primary School Office, by no later than Friday, 12 
July.  
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U12 NETBALL TEAM 
We wish our U12 Netball team the very best for this coming Saturday where they will be 
participating at the JOMO District Championship at the University of Johannesburg. Seven 
districts will be participating. A huge thank you to Ms. Pat Kunene and Mrs. Larissa 
Greyvenstein for working and developing the team.  
 
RUGBY PLAYOFF 
Our U10, U11 and U13 7s Rugby teams have qualified for the Warrior League Playoff hosted 
by Trinityhouse Littlefalls this Saturday. Both U11 and U13 teams have won their leagues. 
The league consists of over 14 schools in the Gauteng region. We would like to thank Mr. F 
Calitz, Mr. A Liebenberg, Mr. J Van der Merwe and Mr. A Goosen for guiding and developing 
these teams during a very successful season. 
 
SENIOR CHOIR ATKV APPLOUS CHOIR COMPETITION – BEST OF THE BEST! 
We are very pleased and excited to inform you that our Senior Choir has made it through to 
the ATKV National Applous Choir Competition final. This prestigious event is scheduled for 
the end of July in Bloemfontein. Choir parents and guardians will receive detailed information. 
Congratulations and well done to each choir member and Teacher Janus. 
 

 
Speedcubing: 
 

We wish to congratulate Ruben Grobler on his 
achievements at the SA National Speedcubing 
champs hosted by Arnold Schwarzenegger at his 
annual Arnold Classic Africa 2019.   
 
Out of 16 events held, Ruben podiumed in each and 
every one on his way to winning 11 National titles, 
with 4 second places and 
one third. In the process, 
Ruben returned to the #1 
ranked Speedcuber in 
South Africa as well as in 

Africa. Further to this, Ruben now also ranks in the Top 400 in the 
World of Speedcubing. 
Well done, Ruben! 
 
 

Curro Aurora 2nd Hand Clothing Store 
 

Please note that the contract of the current store operator will come to an end at the end of 
May 2019. A new operator will be appointed after completion of the tender process.  
Tender process details will be available soon.  
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APT 
 
A reminder about our raffle books that were distributed to the students for our Annual 
Fundraising Raffle.  
 

 
There are amazing prizes to be won!  
 
These are not just for the participants in 
the raffle but also for the pupil who sells 
the most tickets, the class that sells the 
most tickets and the first class to return 
all their books sold. Please support us 
in our endeavour to sell as many tickets 
as possible as these funds are set aside 
for the printing of the Annual Yearbook. 
 
Sadly, the High School is seriously 
behind the Primary School and Pre-
School is selling their raffle tickets. 
Please know that High School learners 
are gaining the same benefit from the 
income of these tickets and therefore it 
is only fair that they do their fair share in 
selling their raffle tickets. 
 
We have launched a CIVVIES day 
initiative to motivate High School 
learners to participate in this initiative.  
 
Please support them in this. 

 
We will continue with our raffle ticket drive during the third term – another civvies day reward 
is just around the corner – every learner who sold a total of at least six tickets will be allowed 
to wear civvies in the next round of rewards. 
 
Our Fun Quiz took place on the 7th of May and was a great success. Well done to ‘Don’t 
Mention the War’ team who came first, followed by the ‘Dottys’ and ‘The Odd Lot’. Weird and 
wonderful prizes were handed out and Papachinos kindly sponsored a R500 voucher which 
was won by the ‘Dottys’ team. Thank to you all the parents and scholars who came along to 
join in the fun. Also, a big thank you to the teachers who supervised the movie evening for 
the younger kids. The money that we made at this event will be channelled back into the 
school and in this month, the APT has bought shirts for our equestrian riders as well as Curro 
T-shirts for our teachers. 
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HIGH SCHOOL CULTURE  
Mrs Saskia Snyders 
 

The National Eisteddfod of South Africa® is calling for entries for the 2019 National 
Eisteddfod season. This event provides a platform for young performers in all 
communities to participate and showcase their talents in classical and contemporary music, 
various dance styles, speech and drama, theatre (including work in all official South African 
languages) and fine arts. 
  
The NEA's awareness and understanding of the magic of the arts defines the unique 
character and style of the National Eisteddfod of South Africa®, putting it in a class of its 
own, apart from similar events. This magic causes wonderful things to happen in the mind 
of any participant in the arts and is the key to developing self-confidence, appreciating your 
own worth as a human being and taking a stand in this world! 

 

The closing dates for entries: 
 
Live performances: 

• For those who prefer to submit entries in hard copy format, the closing date is 31 
May 2019.  

• For those who would like to save by submitting entries ONLINE, the closing date 
for entries is 30 June 2019. 

Recorded performances: 
 

• Video recorded entries: 20 September 2019 
 
 
House Plays 
 
We are getting ready for House Play season. If there are any Grade 10 or 11 learners 
interested in directing a House Play this year, please collect entry forms from Mrs Snyders 
before the end of term.  
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8 info@curro.co.za 087 087 0355 
 

 

HIGH SCHOOL SPORT 
Mr Adrian Ferreira 

 

 
Boys’ Hockey: 
 
The teams competed in the Aitken 1st ‘B’ Section and Boden u/15 ‘C’ Section Tournaments 
(Friday, 17 to Sunday, 19 May).  
 
The 1st team lost their pool matches to Hoërskool Monument 4-0, St Dunstan’s College 7-0 
and Hoërskool Marais Viljoen 2-0. In the playoff matches they lost to HeronBridge College 6-
1, before winning against Springs Boys’ High School 3-2. This win ensured they maintain 
their ‘B’ section status for next season.  
 
The u/15 side won against Trinityhouse Little Falls 2-1 and Curro Serengeti 4-0 before 
drawing with Hoërskool Linden 1-1 in their pool games. In the quarter-finals they lost against 
The King’s College 2-1 before winning against Hoërskool Kempton Park 3-0. In the 
5th/6th  position match they drew 1-1 against KES u/15B, losing 3-1 on penalties. 
 
Provincial Selection: 
Lunga Matanzima and Asad Davids have been selected to represent Southern Gauteng at 
the Inter-Provincial Tournaments. Lunga made the u/17A team and Asad the u/14C.  
We congratulate them on their selection and wish them well for IPT! 
 
 
Netball: 
By virtue of winning the league, the 1st and u/15 teams played 
in the Inter-district playoffs that included the winners from all the 
various leagues. In a tightly-contested match, the 1st team lost 
12-11 to Reddam House Bedfordview.  
The u/15s lost 24-6 to Waterstone College.  
Both teams are congratulated on a successful season!       
 
 
Curro Nationals: 
Curro Nationals will take place from Thursday, 13 June to 
Saturday, 15 June. This event will be hosted by Waterstone 
College. The tournament includes the various regional 1st team 
winners. The tournament begins on Thursday afternoon. The Thursday exams won’t be 
affected because they will finish by 13:00, allowing the students time to play in the afternoon. 
We are aware that some students are writing on Friday and we will try to accommodate by 
starting their exams earlier (seated by 7:00), so that they don’t miss too much of the 
tournament.  
 
 
The following Curro Aurora 1st teams will be participating: 

mailto:info@curro.co.za


  

 

9 info@curro.co.za 087 087 0355 
 

• Netball 

• Rugby 

• Boys’ hockey 

• Boys soccer 

• Girls soccer 
 
Soccer: 
 
Pre-season soccer practices continue on Friday, 7 June. We encourage all students to 
attend, though the practice is not compulsory. The senior (Grades 10-12) practices are in 
light of Curro Nationals preparation. 
 
Practice times (not compulsory): 

• Grade 8 and 9: 10:30 to 12:00 

• Grade 10-12: 11:30 to 13:00 

 
 
Cross-Country: 
Mrs Rialda Jansen van Rensburg and Ms Nicole Webb 
 
The Cross-Country season has now drawn to a close. We have 
had a very exciting and enjoyable season. Three of our athletes 
qualified for the Districts Finals that was held at Saint Stithians 
College on Friday 24 May. Fifty-four athletes per age group from 
across Gauteng qualified. 
 
Our 3 athletes did extremely well. Their results were as follows: 

• Jenna-Laine Fuller (4 km senior girls): 11th in a time of 

16:37.7 (just on 4 minutes per kilometer) 

• Kim Turgut (4 km senior girls): 36th in a time of 19:05.6 

• Siya Mokhosi (6 km senior boys): 22nd in a time of 

21:06.3 (this is 3,51 minutes per kilometer) 

They are congratulated on these excellent results. 
 
Well done to all our athletes for an enjoyable season filled with many hours of hard work.  
 
We are looking forward to 2020! 
 

 
Supporter’s Card 
 
Term 3 will see the implementation of a supporter’s card for all our learners. We look forward 
to seeing our learners actively involved in supporting various sporting and cultural events. 
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“NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE” - CURRO AURORA MOM AFTER SUMMITING 

MOUNT EVEREST 
 
On 16 May 2019, SARAY KHUMALO, world famous South 
African mountaineer and CURRO AURORA parent, reached 
the peak of Mount Everest (8848m) after three previous 
attempts! Her message to all young South Africans and the 
Curro Aurora learners is clear: "Giving up is never an option". 
 
She reminds us that through courage and perseverance, we 
can achieve our highest goals. 
 
On behalf of the Curro Aurora community, we would like to 
thank Saray for her inspiring message.  
 
 
Executive Head JC Engelbrecht, who's climbed to Everest 
Base Camp himself, handed a special certificate of honour to 
Saray and congratulated her on her outstanding achievement. 

 
 
UPDATE: Construction at Curro Aurora 
Mr JC Engelbrecht - Executive Head 
 

• Construction of the High School staff room and the Resources Centre are nearing 
completion and we expect these facilities to be in full use by the start of Term 3. 

 

• Construction of the new parking area, ring road and the hall is ongoing and good 
progress is being made. We expect these projects to be close to completion by the start 
of Term 3.  

 

• The construction of the new Curro Aurora Leaner Support Centre started on Monday 27 
May. This facility is being built next to the Performing Arts Academy (PAA) on the 
Puttick Road side of the school. These offices will accommodate the learner support 
team made up of educational psychologists, therapists and counsellors.  
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Upcoming Events 
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Thought to ponder: 
 
“The goal of education is the advancement of knowledge and the dissemination of truth.” 

- John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
 
Yours in education, 
 
Dion Kotze 
Acting Head, High School. 

087 087 0355 
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