


We allow the babies to play 
with a feeding spoon. It will 

help them to develop       
independence. 

Playing with shapes is an 
early form of doing       

Mathematics.  

 
For our theme “Emotions”, we concentrated on happy 
faces. It is very important to remember that pictures 

must be displayed at eye level for babies.  



Physical well being: Activity Track 

Messy Play: Waterworks 

Sensory activity: Rice 

Identity and belonging: Dress up day 

Learning about the world: 
Exploring a new           

environment 

Fine motor skills   
development. 

I can sit in my 
eating chair. 



This month we used paint to develop 
our sense of touch. The skin is the 

largest organ of the body and it needs 
to be stimulated and developed. We 
walked in the paint with our feet and 
drew with our fingers. The children 

really enjoyed this experience! 



We learn while we play. 
Soft blocks can be used 
for chairs and to roll on. 

We were creative and exercising 
our fine motor skills by putting 

blocks together. 

We love dancing! 



Creativity: Building blocks 

Playing with musical 
instruments 

Painting 
flowers 

Learning to read 

Painting 
butterflies 



These sensory experiences enable the    
children to understand how things feel, smell 

and taste. It also supports their physical       
development. 

There is a first time for everything 
and this is our first time using  

scissor. 



Fine motor skill development: 

While we were learning about “Fun in the sun”, we made use of 
different texture art materials (finger paint, sand and wool). We 

also tore and pasted tiny pieces of paper to represent a rainbow. 

Drama: 

We enjoy 
role play 

and telling 
stories 
through   

characters 
we created     
ourselves. 

Physical well 
being: 

Exercise is 
very important 
to us and also 

a lot of fun! 



We are  
learning to 
write our 
names by  

following the 
dotted line. 

During fantasy play, the       
children are experimenting 

with the social and emotional 
rolls of society. It also builds 
their confidence when they 

could be anything. 

Hand puppets 
are ideal to 
teach the   
children to  

listen and to 
speak        

correctly. 
Sometimes it 
is easier for 
children to 

communicate 
through     

puppets but it 
also helps   

develop their 
creativity and 
encourages 
them to take 
part in the 

class. 

In our phonological awareness program, 
each child was given a coloured face. While 
educator Tracy read the story, the children 
must show their face card every time their 

colour was read during the story. 



Mathematical 
Patterns: 

Creating,        
extending,   

naming and  
talking about 

patterns help to 
build a strong 
mathematical 
foundation. 

“Creativity is 
the freest form 

of self         
expression.” 

- www.pbs.org 



 
We were doing          

phonological awareness 
through playing a lotto 

game. It helps my  
learners to discriminate 
between the name of 

different toys and other 
words. 

 
 

 
“Now I know my ABC.” 

Learning a new song while 
learners practise comparing 

and matching skills. 

Painting with bubble wrap to develop 
finger muscles. 

Enjoying our fantasy corner    
during free play. 



Groups 1 to 2 each   
received a patch of   

artificial grass as part 
of their sensory        
development. 



To play is to learn. Time to step back and let kids be kids 

Play is crucial to building skills – and yet children have less and less time for it in the modern world  (25 Jan 2018) 

Real play is the freedom for children to engage with and learn from the world that surrounds them. By mentally and    

physically connecting children to the world, play empowers them to create and grow for the rest of their lives. It is a     

fundamental right for all children.  

Research shows that play is vital to a child’s development, equipping them with the skills necessary to tackle humanity’s 

future, such as emotional intelligence, creativity and problem solving. To be a superhero is to lead; to host a teddy for tea 

is to organise; to build a fort is to innovate: to play is to learn.  

We, Unilever through its Dirt is Good brands including OMO and Persil, the LEGO Foundation and IKEA Group, the 

founding members of the Real Play Coalition in partnership with National Geographic, are committed to create a      

movement that prioritises the importance of play as not only something that lets kids be kids, but as something that 

sparks the fire for a child’s development and learning. Partnering with children, parents, teachers, business, NGOs, 

stakeholders and society, our Real Play Coalition will empower and facilitate children’s opportunities to grow and learn 

through play. 

These opportunities should be granted to children wherever and whenever possible. But millions of youngsters around 

the world lack safe spaces for exploratory, hands-on play. In fact, 78% of parents agree that, during their childhood, the 

world was safer. It is critical that the freedom to play safely is not lost. Children who can play in a safe and supportive 

environment develop face-to-face communication, teamwork and negotiation skills, allowing them to become more      

resilient to life’s challenges. 

Many more children continue to miss out on play as it becomes less of a priority amid the pressures and distractions of 

our scheduled, test scored and technology-driven world. Sadly, our belief in the vital importance of play, both in and    

outside of the classroom, is not shared by as many as we would like. Studies have shown that, over the last 30 years, the 

time that children spend playing at school is fast reducing. In some countries, as many as two in three children complain 

that their parents organize too many activities for them outside of school, and nearly half (49%) of parents feel they   

struggle to find time to play with their children. 

So long as our ever-changing world continues to pose new challenges to play, children’s ability to develop skills that are 

essential to their future – and to the future of society as a whole – will be hindered. If 56% of children continue to spend 

less time outdoors than maximum security prisoners in the US, then the harder the search for our future leaders, creators 

and explorers will become. 

Our fast-changing world, including the growth of technologies such as machine learning and artificial intelligence, means 

that children entering primary school today will be working in jobs that are yet to exist. This means we need to rethink and 

evolve our education systems, our on-the-job training programmes and our evaluation processes so that the children of 

tomorrow are poised for what the future may hold. The importance of the skills play promotes in the face of our changing 

world has never been higher. When children play, for instance, they practice original thinking, which is one of the main 

cognitive processes in creativity. Construction play in early childhood correlates to the development of spatial visualisa-

tion skills, which are strongly connected to mathematic capabilities and problem-solving skills in later life. 

The more our children play today, the more prepared future generations will be. Play is needed to endow us with leaders 

who can resolve conflict, problem solve, build socially connected communities and inspire society to flourish. We are 

committed to the idea that any child, wherever they are in the world, could be such a leader. Join us in protecting their 

real play. 

 Written by: 

 John Goodwin, Chief Executive Officer, The LEGO Foundation  

 Paul Polman, Chief Executive Officer, Unilever  

 Jesper Brodin, Chief Executive Officer, IKEA Group  

 Gary Knell, Chief Executive Officer, National Geographic Society  

https://preview.thenewsmarket.com/Previews/IKEA/DocumentAssets/489877.pdf
http://www.dirtisgood.com/uk/home.html
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/authors/john-goodwin
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/authors/paul-polman
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/authors/jesper-brodin
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/authors/gary-knell


… WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ARTS AND CRAFTS? 

Arts Crafts 

Creative, unique, original Very similar to other children’s 

Comes from within the child Directed from the adult 

Open-ended, end results unknown Instructional, end result known 

Process is valued over end product End product is valued over process 

Self-expression Copying and imitating 

… WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF COPIED PICTURES 

“Children who receive direct instruction only, will give up on exploring to discover 
new concepts.”                                                                     - Elizabeth Bonawitz 

• Anxiety and fear of being wrong 

• Children are encouraged to conform 
rather than think divergently and     
creatively 

• Negative perceptions of self-
expression develop 

• Attitudes about art are shaped in  
childhood 



1 Apr—Emma Botha—Grp 4A 

2 Apr—Lulu Baloyi—Grp 4E 

3 Apr—Alexandria Dugdale—Grp 5E-1 

7 Apr—Ethan Visagie—Grp 5A 

9 Apr—Mila Preller—Grp 1 Galaxy 

9 Apr—McKayla v Niekerk—Grp 3A 

11 Apr—Minaé Knipe—Grp 2 

 15 Apr—Larey-Marié Mulder—Grp 2 

18 Apr—Arian Moodley—Grp 3E 

24 Apr—Kai v Niekerk-Tromp—Grp 5E-2 

25 Apr—Alexa Botha—Grp 2 

26 Apr—Sienna Bissias—Grp 5E-1 

26 Apr—Ivan Smit—Grp 5A 

28 Apr—Joshua Kovoor—Grp 5E-2 

29 Apr—Skylar Fourie—Grp 5A 

29 Apr—Zoé-Grace Fourie—Grp 5A 

 



The parents of these 
Group 1 babies, all pitched 
in to hire this ball pit for the 
babies as a collective gift 
on their FIRST birthday. 
Happy birthday to Hailey

(February). Connor, Karla, 
Benjamin, Zemira and 

Eden (March) 





This term we          
focused on rolling 

balls and coils.    
Our creations are 
very different yet 
we use the same 

techniques. 



2 April Monday Public Holiday—Family Day 

11 April Wednesday 
* Curro Term 2 Start 

* Educator’s Training 

19 April Thursday “Dress Up Day” at the Castle 

20 April Friday Bake and Create for Group 3 

24 April Tuesday Photo Day 

25 April Wednesday Bake and Create for Group 4 

26 April Thursday 
* Castle Newsletter will be sent 

* Bake and Create for Group 5 

27 April Friday Public Holiday—Freedom Day 

30 April  Monday 
All Castles are closed for             

school holiday 

1 May Tuesday Public Holiday—Workers Day 





www.curro.co.za 

info.castlesecunda@curro.co.za 

 

Come SEE  

our Castle, because 

EVERY day is OPEN day 


