SELECT SCHOOLS

DIGIMAG
2017

FEBRUARY 2018

Champions lighting up
the future with their
candle-making kit
Robotics gurus put Team
South Africa on the map
Sporting excellence
on the scoreboard
In the service of others

www.curro.co.za

CONTENTS

3

MESSAGE
FROM
ANDRIES

4

ACADEMICS

MESSAGE

FROM

9

SPORT
ARTS AND
CULTURE

18

January 2018

Dear Curro family,
On 7 January 2018 Oprah Winfrey was the recipient of the
Golden Globes’ annual Cecil B. DeMille award for lifetime
achievement, and gave a powerful acceptance speech.

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

During this very inspirational speech she used the power
of her voice and international footprint to raise a few
important issues that I don’t necessarily want to discuss
here. What I would like you to remember is that each
one of us, like Oprah, has the power to use our voices
to change this world. At Curro we believe we educate
the whole child, the child that will one day be able to
stand up and say, as Oprah did, that ‘a new day is on
the horizon’. The world awaits, go grab 2018 and the
opportunities presented to you and make a difference.
The world needs you.

22
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2

SELECT SCHOOLS 2017 | CONTENTS | WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA

OTHER
NEWS

This publication contains the messages and memories of
2017. Clichéd as it sounds: we need to know where we
come from to understand where we are headed. Enjoy the
compilation as a source of inspiration in the year to come.

ANDRIES
To our learners who returned to Curro to con
tinue their path with us, our parents, and our
educators: one of my favourite authors and
leadership thinkers is a gentleman by the name
of Simon Sinek. He believes happiness comes
from what we do. Fulfilment, however, comes
from why we do things. I want to challenge each
one of you to interrogate the why in 2018. Why
do I come to school? Why do I go to work? As
Simon says: ‘Working hard for something we
don’t care about is called stress. Working hard
for something we love is called passion.’
Let the passion reflected on the following pages
continue and carry us as we celebrate Curro’s
20th birthday in 2018.
Enjoy!

Andries Greyling
CEO: Curro Holdings
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ACADEMICS

English Olympiad
ST
Dominics Newcastle is very proud of Laiya Mahomed’s perfor
DOMINICS Stmance
in the De Beers English Olympiad held recently, in which she
NEWCASTLE

was placed in the top 100 in the country. Congratulations to Laiya
and the senior English Department on their achievement.

Laiya Mahomed

Entrepreneurship competition winners
GRANTLEIGH

After a tough day of business presentations and workshops, the Wax House team from St Dominics Newcastle were crowned
champions of the second annual Curro entrepreneurial competition. Their innovative candle-making kit, which allows one
to reuse the wax from burnt candles, garnered much praise from the judges. The product is seen as being especially useful
in rural and low-income households, with the company headed by Minette Janse van Vuuren and supported by Omera
Ramdharee and Natasha Friend, who are all currently Grade 9 learners.

Thomas Davidson – National
Science Olympiad
The National Science Olympiad is an annual olympiad which
Grantleigh has participated in for many years. The extremely high
standard expected makes this one of the most difficult school
olympiads. Of more than 37 000 learners who participated in the
olympiad, a group of 120 learners who excelled in the olympiad were
invited to participate in the Youth Science Focus Week in Pretoria in
July. Thomas Davidson took part in the Life Sciences category and was
invited to attend this week. He was placed in the top ten, bringing
honour to his school.
Thomas Davidson
From left: Maritha de Clercq (educator, St Dominics Newcastle), Omera Ramdharee, Alta Greeff (Curro Research, Development
and Innovation), Natasha Friend, Minette Janse van Vuuren and Bryn Thomas (Executive Head, St Dominics Newcastle)

It has been another stellar year for Robotics at Grantleigh.

Robotics

The competition season got underway with the Curro KZN Interschool
Tournament, held this year at Curro Mount Richmore in Salt Rock. Grantleigh
learners were in both the winning and runner-up teams. This year also marked
the first time this competition was opened to the youngest roboteers, and seven
Grade 3 learners entered the competition.
The first of the ‘serious’ competitions, the regional tournament of the World
Robot Olympiad (WRO) took place on 19 August, also at Curro Mount
Richmore. Ten learners (five teams) from Grantleigh entered in the various age
groups. After a wonderful day of Robotics, STEM learning and teamwork, two
of the elementary teams (under 13 age group) won the gold and silver medals.
Their performance on the day ranked them as #2 and #5 respectively in South
Africa. Both teams were subsequently invited to take part in the WRO South
African National Finals. Our high school team was also awarded a ‘wild card’
entry to the national finals.

Life Sciences group
In May the Grade 12 Life Sciences learners of St Dominics Newcastle, together with Jenny Raghoo (educator) and Sally Louw (staff
member), embarked on a tour to the Cradle of Humankind and Maropeng. The focus of the tour was to gain more insight into
fossils such as Australopithecus africanus, Homo habilis to Homo erectus and fossil discoveries like Little Foot and Mrs Ples, who was
discovered by Dr Robert Broom in 1947 in the Sterkfontein Caves. A ‘boat ride’ took them ‘through time’ from the Ice Age to the
continental drift to present day. Thereafter, the vortex – an incredible experience of dizziness whilst standing still; and then on to the
museum with loads of information, games, and telephone calls to the dodo, quagga, rhino and mammoth about becoming extinct.
They ended off the tour by visiting the Sterkfontein Caves descending 60 m below ground, down 249 steps and ascending with
another 200 odd steps. An amazing experience to witness how the palaeontologists and archaeologists manoeuvre through minute
cracks in the rock and down to no man’s land to discover evolution to its fullest.

On 9 September, the six finalists, together with their parents and coach, arrived
at the Tshwane University of Technology in Pretoria to battle against the best
teams in South African Robotics. Once the dust had settled after a full day
of frenetic competition, one of the elementary category teams – Team Front
Runners – had won the gold medal for their age group. They were crowned as
South African champions for their category.
Luke Drummond and Tristan Hall (both Grade 5 learners), together with their
educator/coach Alan Lewis, were to travel to Costa Rica in November to take
part in the WRO World Championships as part of Team South Africa. This is the
third year in succession that a team from Grantleigh has been included in the
South African team at a world championship.

From left: Luke Drummond and Tristan Hall
4

The school is extremely proud of all of their learners who took part this year
and did so exceptionally well. Grantleigh would like to express their sincere
appreciation to Curro for the unwavering support over the last three years. Also
a huge thank you to all of the parents for their stalwart support as well.
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Back, from left: Brett Pedrelli, Jamie Steenkamp, Keegan Rajah, Bhavika Dookhi, Anele
Shabangu, Khayalihle Mswane, Mominah Azeem, Methembe Nkosi, Bongiwe Ngobese,
Matha Mnisi, Chante Klose, Lethu Mailula and Aadilah Jamaloodeen
Front: Surav Anandhaw

From left: Chante Klose and Bhavika Dookhi
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ST
Books loosen words
DOMINICS On 24 March 2017, St Dominics Newcastle celebrated Literature Day. Literature Day is the one day of
NEWCASTLE

Mathematics Olympiad
St Dominics Newcastle wishes to congratulate their lear
ners who wrote the second round of the SA Mathematics
Olympiad. The 100 best junior and 100 best senior parti
cipants in the country qualified for the third and final
round. Although none of the learners met those criteria,
they did have Aadilah Jamaloodeen in the top 105 of the
province for the senior competition and Mihir Lalbeharie
in the top 99 of the province for the junior competition.
Well done!

the year where learners get the opportunity to place themselves in someone else’s shoes.

St Dominics originally decided to celebrate Literature Day to motivate learners to read more and find
their passion for reading, due to there being many benefits to reading, such as disciplining learners’
minds, improving their memory, improving their concentration, lowering their stress, and helping them
with their thinking abilities, thus making them ‘smarter’.
Literature Day did not only motivate learners, but had something much more precious up its sleeve.
On 24 March the school saw something they never expected.
The learners’ eyes were filled with wonder, their faces filled with smiles and laughter. Learners talked to
everyone, even unknown learners, just to get to know them better. St Dominics did not only succeed
in motivating reading, but they motivated learners to make new friends.

From left: Morgan le Roux
and Marze Krog dressed
as oompa loompas from
Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory

The following learners received a rating of ‘good’ for the
second round:

The Grade 8V class of St Dominics Newcastle stated: ‘We especially enjoyed Literature Day because
we had the opportunity to see where other learners’ interests lie and getting to know them better, and
especially stepping out of our comfort zone and experiencing someone else’s life.’ St Dominics is very
pleased to say that they raised approximately R1 600 and collected roughly three boxes of literature
books, which will be donated to a less fortunate organization.

Senior competition

There is nothing more precious than seeing learners’ imagination flow and their dreams grow. On
Literature Day, the learners of the school did not only dress up as a literature hero, but they became a
hero to other children around them who cannot afford it.

Junior competition

From left:
Katleho
Thamahane,
Amanda Bongobi,
Shirley McGhee
(educator),
Lungelo
Cebekhulu,
Andiswa Mhlongo
and Zama
Mbambo

• Aadilah Jamaloodeen (Grade 12)
• Surav Anandhaw (Grade 12)
• Megan Furter (Grade 10) (Absent in photo)

From left: Aadliah Jamaloodeen and Surav Anandhaw

• Mihir Lalbeharie (Grade 9)
• Natasha Friend (Grade 9)
• Nicole Downs (Grade 9)
• Yuren Naidoo (Grade 9)
• Aran Hsu (Grade 8)

From left: Cornelius Moller and
Su-Rita Venter (educators)

The staff joining in on the dressing up fun
6

SELECT SCHOOLS 2017 | ACADEMICS | WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA

From left: Natasha Friend, Aran Hsu, Yuren Naidoo, Mihir Lalbeharie and Nicole Downs
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WATERSTONE

COLLEGE

CFO
competition

sport

From left: Thelca Arendsen, Christopher
Govender and Saihil Rewachanda (team leader)

BUILDING

BLOCKS

Softball

Team Evolution of Waterstone College took part in the CharterQuest CFO Junior Case Study Competition which started in March
this year. Altogether 220 national teams accelerated at the starting point, all eager to attain the sought-after CFO Junior Champion
of 2017 accolade.

On Friday, 5 May 2017
Building Blocks Preparatory
School’s senior softball girls
participated in the Arnold
Classic Africa at the Sandton
Convention Centre. The girls
qualified to go to the Arnold
games when they achieved
second place at the Saheti
festival on 11 March 2017.
Back, from left: Fleur Scholtz (educator), Okaeng Nkutshweu, Karabo Ramoshu, Thabang Malotanna,
Mpho Motsepe and Refilwe Malatse

The prime objective of this competition is to refine logical and critical thinking, public speaking, entrepreneurial and problemsolving skills.

Front, from left: Owam Mentoor, Uzukhanye Maholwana, Tino Nyashanu and Neo Malatse

The first lap required analysis, discussion, reporting and suggestions to solve problems presented in a case study based on a real-life
organisation where the team ended up in the top 20.
The second lap required the submission of a video presentation of the aforementioned report, coupled with a PowerPoint
presentation progressing Team Evolution to the top 6.
The third lap required the team to present the report to a board of directors at the Johannesburg Stock Exchange in October 2017.
After stringent evaluation by the board of directors, Evolution advanced to the concluding lap as part of the top 3 teams and crossed
the finish line with immense haste and passion as the second runner-up for the competition.

WINDHOEK

GYMNASIUM

Windhoek Gymnasium won a Diamond Arrow award from PMR Africa as best independent
school in Namibia for 2017, with exceptionally high ratings. The purpose of the awards is to
celebrate excellence. Through the awards, achievers in every sector is acknowledged, setting a
benchmark for others to aspire to.

Award for
excellence
Colette Rieckert (Executive
Head), Fanie van Zyl
(High School Rector),
members of the Learners’
Representative Council
and some staff members
with 10 years’ service
at the PMR awards
ceremony.
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Back, from left: Okkie Brits
(GFT Spar Group), Shaun Kommer
(coach) and Dimi Giannacopoulos
(GFT Spar Group)

GRANTLEIGH

Middle, from left: Fianca Fred,
Cherise Vorster, Jessica Brinks,
Jordynne McCann, Jamie Conradie
and Kate Sparks

The
amazing
under 13
hockey
girls

Front, from left: Jordyn Louw,
Leamé Beukes, Zoë Bolton, Michaela
Hagemeier, Carla Janse van Rensburg,
Kelly Braithwaite, Alike Janse van
Rensburg, Evandré Venter and Kayla Nel
Seated, from left: Jessica Sparks, Josie
Reilly, Gemma Louw, Olivia Lottering,
Kayla Hassard and Kirsten Johnson

This team of girls sponsored by GFT Spar Group has had an excellent season.

Five of the girls were selected for the Curro
They started off the season with the Curro regional trials where they won all of their matches. National All Stars team:
• Jordyn Louw
The next step was The Wykeham Collegiate where they drew two games and won five. • Michaela Hagemeier
Then they moved on to Felixton’s Tiger Wheel & Tyre festival, which they won for the • Leame Beukes
• Kayla Hassard
third year in a row.
• Josie Reilly
Four of the girls were also selected for various KZN teams.
In total they played 34 matches with one
• Jordyn Louw
• Michaela Hagemeier
loss, three draws and 30 wins. The girls have
• Kelly Braithwaite
• Jessica Sparks
been an exemplary example of teamwork.
Jordyn Louw has been selected for the KZN under 13A side.
Thank you very much to the parents for
To top off an already fantastic season the girls were selected to represent the Wildebeest their excellent support. The last thank
Team at the Curro Nationals. After winning all of the pool games the girls lost in the semis. you must go to Kayla Hassard (captain)
They were devastated after not experiencing defeat in 32 games. Then the last game this and Gemma Louw for their excellent
team would face together. In the 3rd and 4th play-off the girls managed to achieve a 2-0 win. leadership shown throughout the season.
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GRANTLEIGH

Back, from left: Adam Guest,
Adam Becks, Mpilo Khoza,
Graham Hastibeer, Simon
Upfold, Timothy Norris,
Miguel Pistorius, Nkanyiso
Gumede, TJ Oni, Jean Maritz,
Eugene Raath (coach),
Travis Preen, Christopher
Ellis, Hluthani Zitha, Wiehan
Breytenbach and Deon van
der Berg (assistant coach)
Front, from left: Tyresce
Lite, Keagan Smith, JJ Venter,
Chuma Mngadi, Xolo Sibiya,
Liam de Villiers, PJ Vermaak,
Oyena Maseko and Daniel
Prinsloo

First rugby team
Grantleigh’s staff, learners and families are very proud of their 1st rugby team who have had an
exceptional, unbeaten run this season. The calibre of rugby played by this group of boys was a delight
to witness and it was clear to any spectator fortunate enough to watch them that superb coaching work,
planning and practicing has allowed for individual skills development to come together as a cohesive
whole, and this has been the foundation of their success as a team. The willingness, self-discipline and
enthusiasm of the players, moulded by committed and knowledgeable coaches, allowed a relatively
small squad of players to compete successfully against strong opposition.

ST
DOMINICS Chelmsford challenge – swimming with stamina
NEWCASTLE

Thank you to each and every member of the squad for the commitment shown to the team and
hearty congratulations to the two coaches, Eugene Raath and Deon van den Berg – their hard work
and valuable input was evident in each match played. Last, but not least, to the parents and many
supporters, thank you for the enthusiastic support given to this team.
To God be the Glory!
Scores were as follows:
• Grantleigh vs Howick – 33-0
• Grantleigh vs Port Shepstone – 20-0
• Grantleigh vs Penryn – 30-0
• Grantleigh vs Richards Bay High school – 31-29

• Grantleigh vs Ashton – 59-3
• Grantleigh vs Eshowe – 28-0
• Grantleigh vs Felixton – 18-13
• Grantleigh vs St Henry’s – 46-14
• Grantleigh vs Empangeni High School – 17-15

St Dominics Newcastle obtained excellent results from the 2017 Chelmsford
Challenge. Abigail Peters came in 1st in the 3000 m and 1000 m swim and was
the overall winner of the Chelmsford Challenge – well done Abigail.
Other medal winners from St Dom’s for the 1000 m swim were: under 10 boys
Ethan Kruger – 1st, under 10 girls Grace Hoatson – 2nd, under 15 girls Lianka
Grobler – 2nd and Minette Janse van Vuuren – 3rd. The following parents also
received category prizes: Mr Franz van Zyl (3rd) and Mrs Tarina Peters (1st).
Gustav Boshoff and Michaela Claasen completed both the 3000 m and the
1000 m in excellent times. Jessica Hoatson was the youngest girl swimmer to
complete the 1000 m swim. Well done to all prizewinners and swimmers who
completed the swim and thank you to all the support
from parents.
Back, from left: Minette Janse van Vuuren and Abigail Peters
Front, from left: Grace Hoatson, Ethan Kruger and Lianka Grobler

Cricket aspirations
Jonathan Hartman represented St Dominics
Newcastle at the recent Dolphins under
17 trials in Pietermaritzburg. Well done,
Jonathan.

Jordan Stevens – swimming star

Hockey representation
St Dominics Newcastle is extremely proud of Seth Wade, Jonathan Hartman and
Keegan Rajah who have been selected to represent the KZN Country Districts under
18 hockey team, as well as Aran Hsu and Joshua Pienaar, who have been selected
for the under 14 KZN Country Districts hockey team.

From left: Seth Wade, Jonathan Hartman and Keegan Rajah

Jordan Stevens received five medals at the 2017 South African
Aquatic Championships held in Durban in April. He claimed gold in
the 400 m individual medley and an overall SA ranking of 9th.

Jordan Stevens in action

From left: Juriana Filmalter (Head of High School)
and Jordan Stevens
Jonathan Hartman
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From left: Aran Hsu and Joshua Pienaar
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WATERSTONE

COLLEGE

Soccer tour to Holland
During the 2017 September school holidays, 37 Waterstone College soccer players boarded flight
EK 147 to Amsterdam, Netherlands, for what proved to be a soccer player’s dream tour come true!
The boys and girls had the privilege of being coached by a number of qualified KNVB instructors on a
daily basis, who additionally treated them to various expeditions of some of Netherland’s finest soccer
clubs, stadiums and facilities available.
The group attended two live matches; FC Twente vs Hercues and Vitesse vs FC Utrecht. Moreover,
they received training at the Vitesse Academy led by the academy coaches themselves and were given
a guided tour of the academy’s incredible amenities.
The group also visited the Papendal which is Holland’s National Sports Centre, the Ajax Amsterdam
Stadium and the KNVB National Soccer Centre situated in Zeist.
During the team’s free time, the group also went on a bike tour in Ruurlo, the quaint little town the
players called home for 11 days, and a boat tour of the canals in Amsterdam. They also visited a dairy
farm and a 500-year-old castle which was also situated in Ruurlo.
The tour can only be described as a once in a lifetime experience which only grew and harvested a
passion for soccer within Waterstone’s future soccer stars.

Final tour photo outside The Hampshire Hotel

The 500-year-old castle in Ruurlo

KNVB National Soccer Centre
Shopping in Amsterdam

Papendal National Sports Centre in Holland

Front row seats for Vitesse vs FC Utrecht game

Training
session at
the local
VV Ruurlo
football
club

Bicycle tour through Ruurlo to a local dairy farm

Canal tour in Amsterdam

First South African blazer for swimming
Thomas Woodhead, a Grade 9 learner at Waterstone College, has made history at the
school for being the first learner ever to be awarded the South African blazer for his
remarkable swimming achievements. Thomas, who is currently ranked number two in
South Africa and the fastest swimmer in the province, currently holds all the schools’
records, two prestige records as well as the 50 m butterfly record in his age group.
Additionally, Thomas takes part in open water competitions. He recently took part in the
Dis-Chem Sun City swim and came second in the under 15 age category for the 1500 m,
and was placed 17th overall out of 2000 participants. The school is looking forward to
cheering for Thomas in 2018 as he swims for his country at the African Games.

12

SELECT SCHOOLS 2017 | SPORT | WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA

Thomas Woodhead

Training session at the local
VV Ruurlo football club

Front row seats for Vitesse vs FC Utrecht game
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WINDHOEK Netball team goes for gold

GYMNASIUM

WOODHILL

COLLEGE

Golfing
talent
shines

Windhoek Gymnasium had six
teams in the national league
finals. Three teams won gold
medals and two teams won
silver at the nationals.

An extremely talented and passionate golfer, Phil Snyman in Grade 7, had been successfully playing golf in
North Carolina, USA, from 3 to 7 August 2017. He had also been selected to participate at the Junior Africa
Challenge qualifier for the 2018 Junior Championships from 28 August to 3 September 2017 in San Lameer
Golf Estate in KwaZulu-Natal, where Phil achieved a great score and was placed joint third overall.
He also competed in the Dunbar Cup on Saturday, 2 September 2017 against international peers, where
he qualified for the All International Junior Golf Tournament: European, World and
Teen World Championships as well as World Junior Championships in the United
States of America.
Primary school learners Dujuan Snyman and Fabrizio De Abreu were
selected to represent South Africa in the Junior World Golf Championships
from 3 to 7 August 2017 held at Pinehurst in North Carolina, USA.

Back, from left: Imelda Basson
(coach), Toetsie Kambatuku
(coach), Shawna Pieterse, JewelRae Engelbrecht, Monica Gomases,
Marcelle-Nika Basson, Juandre Nell,
Lerato Martin, Henryke Garbers
and Liezel Garbers (coach)

Phil Snyman

Front, from left: Carla Foord and
Roche van Wyk

Team takes
the top in
cricket league
Windhoek Gymnasium had
good successes in the 2017
cricket league, winning both
leagues in the secondary
school, namely under 15 and
under 19.

Phil Snyman in action on the golf course at
San Lameer Golf Estate in KwaZulu-Natal.

Dujuan Snyman

Fabrizio De Abreu

Representing South Africa in lifesaving

The under 19
winning team

Deborah Dredge in Grade 9 attended her Gauteng North lifesaving prize-giving
in July 2017, where she received recognition for setting five new Gauteng North
lifesaving records as well as the victrix ludorum for 14-year-old girls.
She then proceeded to represent South Africa at the Commonwealth Festival of
Lifesaving in KwaZulu-Natal where she obtained a silver and bronze medal in her
respective categories, securing a third place for South Africa.
Deborah has been selected to represent South African in the junior team at the
Orange Cup Lifesaving Championships that will be taking place in the Netherlands
during December 2017.

Rugby – a year
of all-round
success

Deborah Dredge

For the 2017 Momentum
Rugby League, Windhoek
Gymnasium had four teams
playing in the national
league finals. The under 11,
under 15, and the 4th team
all won their leagues. The
Lions, the 1st rugby team,
won the prestigious super
league beautifully, rounding
off a wonderful year of
commitment and hard work
with sweet success.

Deborah in action in
the swimming pool.

The winning team, the Lions

14
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Swimming their
way to victory

WOODHILL

COLLEGE Karate

Deborah Dredge in Grade 9 and
Kadin van der Lingen in Grade 10
have been selected to represent the
Tshwane swimming team at the OR
Tambo/Soncino Social Cohesion
Games on 28 October 2017.
A team will be selected after the gala
to take part in the Tricolour Games to
be held in Italy in 2018.

achievements

Jaidan Bayard, a Grade 7 learner, has made an outstanding
contribution to the karate community, having been acknow
ledged for his traditional (SA) JKA karate, achieving podium
place at both provincial and national levels and earning his
colours for both.
Theo van Strijp, a Grade 8 learner, was graded for his junior
black belt on 28 August 2017 and achieved this with honours.
This makes him the youngest person in his karate academy to
achieve a junior black belt.

Jaidan Bayard

Deborah Dredge
Kadin van der Lingen

Theo van Strijp

Rock climbing
champs
Camilla Cibulka and Abigail Strange,
Grade 9 learners, participated in
the South African nationals for lead
climbing on 17 and 18 June at
CityROCK in Johannesburg.
Abigail placed 7th respectively as
Camilla won the under 17 women’s
nationals. Camilla also won the
South African women’s open
championships and is currently the
reigning South African female open
champion in all disciplines.

Abigail Strange

Camilla Cibulka

A silver in SA
primary schools
athletics
Milan Horn represented Gauteng at the
South African primary schools athletics
meeting which was held in Potchefstroom
in March this year. She came second in her
age group and was awarded a silver medal
for her achievement in 200 m hurdles.

athletics
Milan Horn

Rugby All
Stars
Simona Gueorguieva

Tennis star wins top spot
Simona Gueorguieva, in Grade 9, participated in the
interprovincial tennis tournament from 9 to 11 August
2017. She and her team were placed first overall in
the tournament.

Kyle Hezlett and Joshua Naudé
were selected to represent the
RSD All Stars 7s in the national
under 12 sevens (7s) tournament
in Stellenbosch from 27 to 29
October 2017.
Nicholas Cibulka was selected
for the under 13 Rooikatte SA
country side that would be
travelling to Dubai.
Kyle Hezlett

16
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Nicholas Cibulka

Joshua Naudé
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ARTSCULTURE
AND

ST
DOMINICS
NEWCASTLE

WATERSTONE

COLLEGE

Waterstone
band
launches CD

Eisteddfod success

St Dominics Newcastle wishes to congratulate the following
learners who participated in the cultural eisteddfod recently
with the following results:

The high school band
of Waterstone College
recorded their debut
album memento for
their matric class of 2017
under the tutelage of
Dean Farrand.

Art:

• Peggy Hsu received two triple golds, a double gold and gold
• Aphelele Ndlovu received three triple golds
• Omera Ramdharee, Sri Ramdas and Cherry Cheung each received triple gold
• Michaela Claasen received double gold
• Lwazi Mashinini received gold

Music:

Cherry Cheung received a level 3 certificate in her Grade 6 piano examination performance from
Trinity College London.

Ballet:
From left: Sri Ramdas and
Cherry Cheung

Jade Pienaar received two single golds and Megan Morgenrood received a gold and a double gold for
a group item.
Well done to all of you!

Back: Caleb Swanepoel
Third row, from left: Pettah
Maduna, Matthew Camp,
Bonga Nxumalo, Silka Graetz,
Courtney Cragg (sound
engineer Red Ark Studios),
Christella Sikiotis, Kaeliegh
Goss and Thelca Arendsen
Second row, from left: Dean
Farrand (educator), Chióvon
Marais and Joshua Bishop
Seated: Kyle Saunders

Choir sings in
harmony

Aphelele Ndlovu

Michaela Claasen

Omera Ramdharee

Lwazi Mashinini

The Waterstone Primary School choir
competed in the kykNET Sing in
Harmonie competition. This was held
at Silverstar Casino in Krugersdorp,
hosted by Antonie Bougas. It was
broadcasted on kykNET Nou! among
many other schools around the
country. It was a great honour and
an achievement to sing alongside so
many established choirs, mainly from
the Afrikaans community.

Marimba band
takes home
third place

Waterstone College Primary School choir
at the Sing in Harmonie competition.

The Waterstone College marimba band competed at the International Marimba and Steelpan
Competition at St Dominics School for girls on Saturday, 30 July. Altogether 72 schools were
invited to participate in various categories at the event. Waterstone is extremely proud of all their
aspiring musicians for their third-place award in the large ensemble section for primary schools.

Back, from left: Charmain Hart (educator), Tristyn Benham and Luke Cable
From left: Jade Pienaar and
Megan Morgenrood

18

Peggy Hsu
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Middle, from left: Daniel Swanepoel, Matthew MacKaiser, Erin Sherwood, Khanyisile Goba,
Ntsako Ndhlovu, Amokelani Makhubela and Amy Duddy
Front: Oratile Mshengu

The trophy they received.
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WINDHOEK ATKV review a huge success

GYMNASIUM

Participation and interest in cultural
activities grew at a steady pace
at Windhoek Gymnasium, under
the leadership of their culture
coordinator, Dr Danie Theunissen.
Windhoek hosted a beautiful revue,
in which more than 600 learners
participated. The highlight of the
year’s culture success was the
achievement of the first and second
places in the ATKV Tienertoneel
competition for Namibia. The first
place went to Seepkoopkinders, with
Lyklollery in the second place.

Hannah Michael represented South Africa at the American Dance Awards in Orlando from 14 to 20 July 2017 and achieved the
following results: contemporary competitive solo – ultimate gold; and open competitive solo – ultimate gold.

The cast of Seepkoopkinders

Raul Martins participated in the IDO World Hip-hop, Electric Boogie & Break Dance Championships which were held in
Copenhagen-Brondby in Denmark from 17 to 21 October. Out of 60 competitors from across the world, he achieved the 9th
place. Raul is the only South African to achieve top 3 for title dancer in the USA. And he is the first boy to officially receive SA
colours from The South African Sports Confederation and Olympic Committee (SASCOC).

Grade 1 – Twist and Shout by the Beatles

Grade 2 girls – A kind of Magic by Queen

Raul Martins

Grade 3 – Greased Lightning by Grease

Thank You for the Music – senior finale
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Melissa
van
Rooyen

Dancing to the top

COLLEGE

Welcome to Broadway!
The annual primary school
concert took place from
13 to 15 September.
Grandparents’ Day was a
huge success as hundreds
of grandparents and special
persons were thoroughly
entertained by the wonderful
performers. Staff and
children worked very hard in
preparation for this event and
all the hard work paid off.

Melissa van Rooyen represented South Africa at the World Championships of Performing Arts in Los Angeles from 30 June to 8 July 2017.
She achieved the following results: contemporary solo 1st place; musical character solo 1st place; jazz solo 3rd place; open freestyle solo
3rd place and she was selected as the ‘Overall Junior Contemporary
Dancer’. She was also selected to represent South Africa at the American Dance Awards in Orlando from 14 to 20 July 2017 where she
achieved the following results: contemporary competitive solo – ultimate gold; jazz competitive solo – gold; open competitive solo – gold.
She also received a trophy for overall high score.
Melissa has also received a certificate of participation from the chief
director of cultural affairs at the Gauteng provincial government for
representing South Africa at the World Championships of Performing
Arts and bringing back gold for Team South Africa. She has received
honorary school colours for her outstanding achievements.

WOODHILL

Welcome to
Broadway!

A rising star in performing arts
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Grade 4 – Little Shop of Horrors

Hannah Michael

Raul in action.

Angel voices
The Woodhill College Preprimary School Grade 0 choir
participated in the Centurion
Kunstefees and the Curro
Northern Schools Cuesta talent
competition in the third term.
We are so proud of them for
achieving an A+ grading in
both events. A very big thank
you goes to Evelyn Venter
(music teacher) for all her
hard work in training them to
sing so beautifully and to the
educators who assisted in all
the arrangements.

Evelyn Venter (music teacher) and the Grade 0 choir in action at the Curro
Northern Schools Cuesta.

The choir was awarded a
medal and certificate for their
exceptional performance.
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COMMUNITY

OUTREACH

Caring for our furry friends
ST
DOMINICS The Grade Sixes undertook a community project which
NEWCASTLE

started in Term 3. A programme was set up for them to
do chores in order to raise money to purchase dog and
cat food for the SPCA. The learners visited the SPCA
and offered our services to them where they cleaned,
walked and played with the dogs and cats. They fell in
love with all the animals, especially the puppies, and it
was very hard to leave. The learners are caring and are
amazing – a huge well done to them.

Erich van Zyl

WOODHILL

COLLEGE

Annie’s Apron
On 26 June 2017, a few of
the Grade 6 learners went
to a smallholding called
Annie’s Apron to participate
in an outreach programme.
On arrival the children were
divided into groups and
each child completed the
different tasks. They built a
scarecrow for a vegetable
patch. The vegetables
will be used to feed
underprivileged children
and they made cards and
decorated biscuits for a
children’s home.

GRANTLEIGH

Princess Simelane

From left: Senate Lekholoane,
Zayna Bam and Humaiira Peer

Shavathon

Puppy love

From left: Karishma Dayah, Alyssa Soalheiro, Jayden
van den Heever, Desi Papageorgiou and Elijah Dredge

The Grade 6 learners decorated biscuits that
would be packed and added to the cards they
made to go to a children’s home.

Grade 6 educators Katie Norris, Annie van Graan, Adrian Verheyke and Martin Minnaar accompanied
the Grade 6 learners to Annie’s Apron, a smallholding off Garsfontein road in Pretoria East.

Santa Shoebox
Grantleigh learners opened their hearts and took part in the annual Santa Shoebox Project and
pledged many Christmas boxes for special boys and girls. Each box contains ten essential items for
either a boy or girl and each box is personally addressed to a child making it extra special.

WATERSTONE

COLLEGE

Going gold for
childhood cancer

The gold ribbon and cookie purchased
by the Waterstone College family.

Neha Nanan

Waterstone College proudly supported International
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month on Monday,
18 September 2017.
Rainbows and Smiles, a non-profit organisation dedi
cated to helping children and families fighting child
hood cancer, were invited to an assembly where the
learners and staff were educated about the facts and
myths around this dreadful disease. The Waterstone
family supported this worthy cause by purchasing
a gold ribbon and a cookie. Additional donations
were also made towards the fund, raising the total
sum of R35 394 for the organisation.
Waterstone are honoured to be associated with
Rainbows and Smiles as they strive to make a diffe
rence in the life of a child fighting for survival.
22

From left: Bonni Suckling (founding member of Rainbows and Smiles), Nadia Lewis
(regional project manager of Rainbows and Smiles) and Vernon Rorich (Executive Head)
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Back, from left: Gary Tracy, Blake Bolton and Ila Geyser
Front, from left: Chuma Mngadi, Marja Harmse and Kimaya Pather
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Two decades of excellence
GRANTLEIGH

There were lots of excitement during the weekend of 11 August, as Grantleigh celebrated
20 years of excellence. All the Grantleigh staff members are justifiably proud of what the
school has achieved over the last two decades. A real extravaganza of activities saw
everyone being well-entertained, starting with an early morning trail run and culminating
with a music festival ending off with a concert by Matthew Mole.

European tour
On the 25 March 42 Grantleigh learners
and four educators had the incredible
privilege to have a whirlwind tour through
four countries in Europe, namely: Greece,
Italy, France and England.

Career day fun
The Building Blocks Pre-Primary Schools had their annual career day
on 8 October 2017. All the boys and girls came to school dressed
like the profession they want to follow when they grow up. Each
made a speech and demonstrated what a typical day at the office
would look like for them.

Grantleigh learners and educators celebrating the 20th birthday.

Back, from left: Ovayo Plaatjie,
Leolan Morgan, Nhlamulo Mahebula, Siko Sibiya and Ndivhuwo Mulaudzi
Front, from left: Blake Theron,Bataung Sefako, Khumo Tshehla and
Awakhiwe Melula

Members of the tour group having fun
on the London Eye.
From left: Lwandle
Mabasa, Lesedi
Udeagha, Tlou
Matlou, Loyanda
Mlambo, Naledi
Majane, Lesedi
Matsena, Mihlali
Mngomezulu,
Rebaabetswe
Mosito and Mphela
Mphahlele

And they’re off!

Matthew Mole
entertaining the crowd.

Enjoying an authentic Greek meal in Greece.

Heritage Day celebrations
On Friday, 22 September 2017, the Building Blocks Pre-Primary
Schools celebrated Heritage Day. The staff and learners came to
school dressed up in the traditional clothing of their respective
cultures. Everyone brought a traditional lunch to school that is
unique to their culture. The educators and children also enjoyed
singing and dancing to traditional songs of all cultures.

The tour group in Rome, outside the
Colosseum.

Grantleigh parents watching all the fun.

Twelve years at
Grantleigh
During the founders’ assembly Grantleigh
acknowledged 13 of their learners who
started their schooling career at Grantleigh
in Grade 1 and went right through to
Grade12 this year. Their 2017 fidelitas
learners:
Back, from left: JD van Niekerk, Gerduan Lotz,
Adam Becks, Thomas Davidson, Stephany
Anselmo and Sameen Akhtar
Middle, from left: Carmen Singery, Chanel
Lombard, Gunther Kelling and Thomas Fourie
Building Blocks Pre-Primary School Vorna Valley celebrating Heritage Day.
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Group 4 learners enjoying their traditional lunches.
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Front, from left: Dylan Preen, Chene van Wyk,
Renita Pillay and Liam de Villers
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WATERSTONE

COLLEGE

Happy 10th
birthday

Waterstone College was established in 2007 with 120 learners and only ten staff members. By 2014
the school proved to be one of the fastest growing schools in Gauteng and was bought by Curro
Holdings. In 2015 the school had over 1300 learners and 120 permanent staff members. Waterstone
are now proudly educating more than 2000 learners across the board.
This year, Waterstone College celebrated their 10th birthday. On Tuesday, 25 July 2017 parents, family
and friends gathered in the amphitheatre as we celebrated this milestone.

Family
festival
fun

Waterstone College hosted its annual family festival on Saturday, 2 September. The aim of the event is always
to bring the Waterstone family together, as they strive to create a legacy for their learners, staff, parents and the
community. The line-up at the event included artists such as Matthew Mole, Timo ODV and Chunda Munki with
Darren ‘Whackhead’ Simpson as the master of ceremonies.
With a beer tent, colour festival, craft market and giant inflatables the day proved to be an unforgettable
experience.

Educators and learners who have been at Waterstone College since inception were acknowledged in
the ceremony, the primary school marimba band and talented high school band entertained the crowd
and Mr Vernon Rorich, the Executive Head of Waterstone College, concluded his talk with verses from
the school song which read: ‘Our faith in God is paramount, our hope in Christ is shown, and so we
urge to do our best, Carpe Diem Waterstone. Wherever we go in years to come, whatever our task
may be, we’ll think upon its heritage, the FIRE within me.’
The school community enjoyed a picnic on the fields to conclude the festivities.

Learners enjoying the giant inflatables.

Waterstone College celebrating 10 years of
FIRE (faith, integrity, respect, excellence).

The primary school marimba band loving
every minute if their performance.

Grade R learners enjoying the music.

Matthew Mole entertaining the crowd.

The high school festival committee at the meet-and-greet area with Timo ODV.

The Class
of 2017

Head girl Genevieve de Souza and
head boy Matthew Bromilow opening
with a Bible reading and prayer.
26

Bohlale Nkhi with his mom,
enjoying the picnic.

Waterstone moms celebrating the occasion.
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Colour festival

Chunda Munki’s electric set
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WATERSTONE

COLLEGE

Heritage Day – a showcase of diversity
Someone once said that ‘a nation’s culture resides in the hearts and in the souls of its people’…
Waterstone College celebrated Heritage Day by creating a platform for learners to showcase just how rich
and diverse South Africa’s heritage is. High school learners had the opportunity to share cultural beliefs
and morals with their peers whilst the primary school arranged a food tasting event coupled with dancing
and singing, ending the celebrations with a remarkable drumming session by their newly formed djembe
drum crew. Learners across the school ‘strutted their stuff’ in their brightly coloured cultural attire proudly
representing the heritage.

garden
WOODHILL Water-wise
The inauguration of the environmental committee, a new learner committee in the high school, took

COLLEGE

place in 2017. As the committee’s main project for the year, they designed and planted a water-wise
garden next to the sports office in the high school. A central feature of the garden is a beautiful sundial
which was a gift to the school from the Grade 12s of 2017.

The birds started visiting the garden from the moment that the bird feeders were put in and they have
special species like the red-headed finch that come for their food daily. The learners and educators
have come to really enjoy the constant chirping from the garden.
The committee and other volunteers planted the garden in term 1 and in term 3, when spring
approached, the garden looked lovely, having survived the cold period well.

High school learners
displaying our rich
diverse culture.

Visitors to the water-wise
garden.

The sundial is the centre feature of the garden.

The water-wise garden at the high school.

Saying farewell …
From left: Christella Sikiotis and
Anastasia Kondylis

High school learners performing at the foundation phase.

Performing in their colourful costumes.

From left: Agisanang Bodibe and Oretlametse Bodibe

Group 5 learners performing at the foundation phase
28
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The valediction ceremony took place
in the Martin van Breda auditorium
on Friday, 13 October 2017. This is
a time when the school honours the
Grade 12 class. The Executive Head
of the high school, Kenneth Checkley,
gave a moving speech about being
strong and courageous in a world that
sometimes looks as though it
has gone a little crazy. Once the
heads had given their speeches, in
a turn of events, the Grade 12s then
honoured their high school educators
by giving a short speech expressing
their heartfelt appreciation for all that
they have done for them over the
years. Once the school song
and national anthem had been
sung, the matrics left the auditorium
through a tunnel set-up by the
remaining high school learners.
There was a huge round of applause
as each Grade 12 learner rang the
bell for the last time; how fitting, as
they were the first group of learners
to ring the tower bell when they
entered the high school in Grade 7.
Woodhill wishes all the Grade 12
learners well as they embark on this
new chapter in their lives.

Director’s all-round award winners Devon Checkley and Phoebe Dredge

Richard Taggart (Woodhill College Director) with leadership
award winners Christopher Storey and Nicole Creighton

Dino Kartoudes ringing the tower
bell in the amphitheatre to signify
the completion of his school career.
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