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BACK IN BUSINESS
Enter our 2017 
entrepreneurship 
competition

OUR 2016 TEAMS 
LEAVE IMPRESSIVE 

ENTREPRENEURIAL 
FOOTPRINTS

DO YOU  
THINK YOU 

HAVE WHAT 
 IT TAKES?

Entrepreneurship Competi
tio

n

CURRO



These skills include 
• Thinking about problems in society and 

communities and possible solutions.

• Learning to put in the effort and time to 
make solutions viable and make dreams 
come true

• Having the confidence, not only to be
lieve in your idea, but to present it to 
people.

• Setting up a business plan.

• Learning to be willing to receive and use 
feedback and criticism.

• Having a desire not only to make a 
profit, but to also give back to your 
community.

In 2016 some learners came up with 
incre dible ideas. We are expecting the 
bar to be raised this year and for more 
excellent business ideas and real business 
to materialise.

From Alta’s desk AND WHAT WAS 
IN IT FOR THE 

PARTICIPANTS?The idea of an entrepreneurship competition is to foster the spirit of entrepreneurship 
and innovation in Curro and in the process see young people learning how to make 
their dreams a reality. The future of humanity and of our planet are at risk, should we 
not encourage and stimulate brilliant ideas. Participating in this competition also teaches 
learners a vast array of skills in a practical, reallife situation where risk and reward is 
involved. We also know that the upcoming generation needs to accept responsibility to 
create their own jobs, many of which are not even currently known to us.

The purpose of the competition was to provide learners with an opportunity to express their innovative and creative business 
ideas to a panel of carefully curated external judges. Through the process, learners were given the opportunity to develop 
their ideas with the assistance of the competition organisers.

The teams then went headtohead at the regional competition round in the form of a ‘shark tank’ approach, presenting to 
the judges who would then ask questions and provide feedback. The top teams from this round met in Johannesburg for the 
finals. 

After a gruelling day of presentations mixed with nerves, high hopes and rollercoaster confidence, the Grassroots iKhusi 
Project team from Curro Aurora came out tops.

This winning team members each received a cash prize along with other awesome items, as well as a twohour mentorship 
session with Vincent Bartes of Business Partners.

Dear Parents and Prospect ive Young Entrepreneurs

AN IMPRESSIVE RESPONSE 
TO THE CHALLENGE

WHAT DID THE 
2016 COMPETITION 
ENTAIL ...

� Curro Kathu (1 team)

� Curro Nelspruit (3 teams)

� Curro Secunda (1 team)

� Woodhill College (3 teams)

� Curro Roodeplaat (2 teams)

� Hazeldean College (1 team)

� Curro Thatchfield (3 teams)

� Curro Aurora (5 teams)

� Meridian Cosmo City (3 teams)

� St Dominic’s (1 team)

� Meridian Newcastle (2 teams)

� Curro Hillcrest (4 teams)

� Northern Academy (1 team)

� Curro Academy Mahikeng (2 teams)

� Curro Langebaan (1 team)

� Curro Hermanus (1 team)

� Curro Durbanville (4 teams)

� Curro Mossel Bay (1 team)

� Curro Bloemfontein (4 teams)

19 
different 

Curro 
schools

164
LEARNERS

3 to 4 learners 
per team

If I can give  
a piece of  

advice to the 
2017 entrants  
it would be to  

make sure you 
research and 
consult with 

people who are 
real-life entre-

pre neurs. As 
the saying goes 
– Knowledge is 

power.

Different provinces involved:  
Northern Cape; Mpumalanga; Gauteng; KwaZuluNatal; Limpopo; 
North West Province; Western Cape; Free State

If I can give a piece of advice to the  2017 
entrants it would be to make sure you 
research and consult with people who 
are real life entrepreneurs. As the saying 
goes – Knowledge is power. It is when you 
under stand the industry and the environ
ment you are dealing with, that you will be 
able to create a unique, winning business 
opportunity.

Have confidence in yourself and be very 
aware that the world needs your ideas and 
a fresh way of looking at the world. We 
cannot wait to see and hear you in action!

Warm regards

Alta Greeff
Head: Research, Development and 
Innovation

Follow Alta on Twitter @altagreeffroodt 
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TEAMS TAKING 
THE TOP SPOTS

This winning initiative, an enterprise 
fashioned by four Grade 11 learners, is 
an organisation which aims to partner 

with local businesses’ CSR initiatives to 
deliver waterproof sleeping bags made 
from recycled material to the homeless 

and poor. The nature and strength of the 
business plan, along with a colourfully 

warm prototype, caught the eyes of the 
judges who unanimously voted Grassroots 

iKhusi Project the winner.

Runner-up team
Curro Mossel Bay, Invest in Me

Team members: Edrich Strauss; Warno 
Germann; Hanno Janse van Vuuren;  

Wiehahn Kamfer
The runnerup team delivered an equally 

impressive business strategy in the financial 
arena. Invest in Me, a team from Curro Mossel 

Bay in the Western Cape, won appreciation 
though its digital concept to create a local 

crowdfunding site for South African businesses, 
something which has been sorely lacking given 

crowdfunding’s rise to prominence in  
recent years.

Prize for the best idea
Curro Thatchfield, Team ‘Converter’

Team members: Sihle Lusenga, Batsi Ziki and 
Mareka Masenya

This team of learners patented an application 
that can save Internet data at WiFi hotspots.  

This saving of data could enable Internet 
browsers who do not have data bundles and  

WiFi in their homes, to surf the worldwide  
web at a later stage.

Other teams in the final competition produced 
business concepts involving applications aimed 

at dealing with emergency situations, fitness 
and health education, fingerprint scanning for 

registration purposes at schools and being  
able to engage with educators online outside  

the formal school hours.

Mlamuli Mbambo
Owner of Mali Properties and cofounder of Ibutho Group

Equipped with vast entrepreneurial knowledge, each judge was selected according to a wealth of specific industry experience 
ranging from property and publishing, to finance and SMEs. The finalist panel included an impressive team of business critics: 
Mlamuli Mbambo, owner of Mali Properties and cofounder of Ibutho Group; Dr Ria de Villiers, managing director of Jika 
Communications & Training; Erin Richards, cofounder of TalkUBUNTU; and Vincent Bartes from Business Partners Ltd. 

Alongside adjudicating the competition, Vincent Bartes also spent time with the winning, runnerup and best team as they 
attempt to move from business plan to real world practice.

Dr Ria de Villiers
Managing director of Jika Communications & Training

Erin Richards
Cofounder of TalkUBUNTU

Vincent Bartes 
From Business Partners Ltd

THE JUDGESWinning team
Curro Aurora, 

Grassroots iKhusi 
Project

Team members: 
Jade Dave Midlane, 
Shannon McTiernan, 
Merishka Archery and 

Richard Parry 

From left: Warno Germann, Wiehahn Kamfer, 
Cecelia van Renen (educator), Edrich Strauss 

and Hanno Janse van Vuuren.

Curro Thatchfield: Team Converter, 
received the prize for the best idea. 

From left: Mareka Masenya, Sihle 
Lusenga and Batsirayi Ziki.

Team Grassroots with their winning 
prototype sleeping bag made from 

recycling material.

Vincent Bartes putting the teams 
through their paces.
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WHAT DID THE BUDDING 
YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS 

HAVE TO SAY?

Shannon McTiernan

Curro Aurora, Team Grassroots

For me being an entrepreneur means creating 

and going for my own opportunities. I see myself 

as very independent and being an entrepreneur 

means I don’t have to depend on anybody else for 

my own success. I enjoy taking the risks needed 

to be an entrepreneur, I like calculating and 

analysing possible outcomes as well as creating new 

innovative ideas that benefit the lives of others.

Wiehahn Kamfer
Curro Mossel Bay, Invest in Me

How to work with others; and the basics of writing 
a business plan.

Hope Mahlangu
Curro Bloemfontein, Baby Umbrella

I’ve learned so many things, but the one thing that stood out 
for me was that setting up a business plan isn’t as easy as I 
thought it would be. Setting up a business or a product/

services you should consider so many things such 
economic changes, marketing strategy and 

competitors etc. ...

Richard Parry
Curro Aurora, Team Grassroots

A lot of work goes into to making the 
product, researching the product and 

figuring out prices and costs. There is a lot 
of work required to do the competition 

properly and you cannot leave it for 
the last week.  

Question: Why do you want 
to be an entrepreneur?

Question: What was the biggest lesson 
learnt by entering this competition?

MEDIA EXPOSURE FOR 
THESE TALENTED LEARNERS

Winning team from Curro Aurora: Team Grassroots
From left: Merishka Archery, Jade Dave Midlane, Alta Greeff (Head: Research, 

Development and Innovation), Shannon McTiernan and Richard Parry.
Jane Dave Midlane

Curro Aurora, Team Grassroots
South Africa is in need of job creation and 

entrepreneurship is the best way to go 
about this. I want to be a part of the change  

I want to see.

Botle Mbotho
Curro Bloemfontein, Mzansi Magic Resort
Being an entrepreneur would help me 

better underprivileged communities 
by creating job opportunities.
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So … you think you’re the next Richard Branson? 
You consider yourself an innovator. 

A problem-solver.
A dreamer of impossible dreams.

CURRO
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
COMPETITION
2017

Important dates:
31 May 2017:
Entries close

September 2017:
Finals

About the competition:
1.   Be in Grade 9 to 11 
2.   Have a great idea you would like to develop/have developed already
3.   Form a group of 3 or 4 classmates
4.   Choose a category of entry: Business Entrepreneurship or Social Entrepreneurship
5.   Read the rules and criteria on our Entrepreneurship competition web page
6.   Enter by submitting your video pitch and business plan
7.   Hold thumbs … 5 teams from each category will be selected to go to the finals

Visit www.21stcenturylearning.co.za/entrepreneurship/ for more information. The role of 
the educator is vitally important for this competition as they will act as the liaison between the 
participating teams and competition organisers.

If this describes YOU and you are in Grade 9 to 11, then why 
not enter our annual Entrepreneurship competition? Not only 
will you have an opportunity to explore and develop your 
idea, you can win awesome prizes.


