
 

 1 
Tel:           | email: info@aurora.co.za | www.curro.co.za 

 
 
 

22nd September 2017 
 
Greetings from the Aurora High School Fraternity 
 
Brief reflection on the 3rd Term   
 
Hindsight, it is said, is an exact science. Looking 
forwards, according to the late Steve Jobs, architect 
of the Apple Empire, one is unable to connect the 
dots. One can only connect them looking backwards. 
 
Academics 

 
It therefore becomes incumbent upon each planner or educator to trust that the dots will somehow 
connect. As educators, we employ the tool of assessment to test whether or not the dots did 
indeed connect. Every student and parent will complete the precious triangle in mapping the next 
series of dots when reflecting over the report card. 
 
Following examinations encountered in the 2nd term, the 3rd term offers every student the 
opportunity to earn honest marks for honest work and effort invested. Assignments, projects, 
Cycle Tests and homework which constitute informal assessment, offer Aurora students an 
opportunity to build their 2017-year mark. Report cards issued at the beginning of next term will 
reveal how effectively each child connected their respective dots in each of their subjects, thus 
prompting the placement of term 4’s dots to meet goals and end 2017 on a successful note. 

 
Aurora’s Matrics have endured the acid test of preliminary examinations. Following the brief 
respite of the Matric Dance, they need to draw on all their energy to apply what the gurus at 
Aurora have imparted. Management and staff wish them every success as they overcome their 
final hurdle. ‘Joining the dots’ of previous terms, we await with baited breath their year-end results. 
Help, extra lessons and polishing sessions are in place and on offer. Every Grade 12 student is 
encouraged and invited to make maximum use of the guidance on offer. 

 
Curro Head Office are aware of the great strides and results achieved across the board as Aurora 
continues to lift the norm average across the school. Academic results are on the rise where 2018 
will see an internal rise in the norm average. More to follow in this regard in future 
communications. 
 
The High School Staffroom  
 
The 3rd term redeployed and welcomed new High School staff. They have already made an 
indelible impression in the educational lives of their respective students. I make use of this 
opportunity to thank the High School staff for their astute contribution to the education of your 
children.   
 
Academic results across all grades this term have seen a rise. Sustained work and effort will be 
required to maintain these levels in term 4, which is an examination term. 
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Punctuality (Late for school)  
 
Analyzing promotion schedules for each grade, data 
is collated for each individual report card. During 
processing with each Grade and Phase Head, the 
absentee rate appeared somewhat high. Upon further 
investigation, it has come to light that numerous of 
these are a result of learners arriving substantially 
late for school, missing roll call to be recorded as 
absent. This can no longer be accommodated. 
Please note that term 4 Friday afternoon detentions 
will be hosting the habitual latecomers. 
 
The parallel or hidden, informal curriculum - in part consisting of values, manners, respect, self-
discipline and deportment - received attention. A positive response has been observed. However, 
there is still much room for improvement.  
 
On the positive side, the overwhelming majority of High School students are adopting a greater 
sense of pride in their school supporting Blue Pride.   
 
Taking a stand 
 
Some students discovered that they might remove their blazers or uniform, but not their Aurora 
identity upon exiting the school gate. Behaviour, conduct, choices and reputation follow or cling to 
a student and their family name whilst not at school. In this regard, Dr. Lizzie Harrison unpacked 
the social-legal responsibilities and consequences of abusing social media during a special 
address to both Primary and High School learners at a special assembly.  
 
It is encouraging to note that numerous students of the ‘quiet majority’ are taking a resolute stand 
to stamp out undesirable conduct which might surface inside and outside of the school gate.  

 
Proud results 
 
Sport  
 
The third term programme kicked off with the 
enjoyable and successful 1st boys’ and girls’ soccer 
tour to Mpumalanga. All soccer teams participated 
in a league. At the conclusion of the boys’ league 
pool, the 2nd and u14 teams made it through to the 
quarter-finals. The boys 2nd team narrowly lost in 
extra-time to King David Linksfield. The u14s lost 
on penalties to Reddam House Bedfordview in 
extra time. The boys beat Uplands College and 
Southdowns College and lost to Crawford College 
Lonehill in the pool phase and lost to St John’s 
College in the cup play-offs.  
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Following the girls’ league pool games, the u17 
team advanced to the play-off finals. The 1st team  
beat Crawford College Lonehill to qualify for the 
play-off finals. 
 
The St Peter’s Festival is the highlight of the soccer 
season. In the pool phases, Aurora’s girls defeated 
Dainfern College, Norkem Park High School, 
Enjabulweni High School and lost to Edenvale High 
School. They lost to Mondeor High School in the 
cup quarter-finals.  

 

 
 
 
 
Curro Aurora’s athletics team placed 4th at Inter-High. The 
Prestige Athletics Meeting, held at Germiston Stadium, brings 
together the individual winners and runners-up of all the 
Johannesburg Co-ed schools’ Inter-Highs. The following 
athletes achieved medals: 
 

• Toni Ojo-Akinkunmi: Gold –Open Girls 400m, 2x 
Silvers- Open Girls 800m & u17 Girls 200m 

• Aiden Petersen:  Bronze- u16 Boys 1500m  

• Toni Ojo-Akinkunmi, Siweze Sigodi, Khanyisa Khoza, 
Mabo Seloko: Silver – u17 4x100m relay. 
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The golf team won the SA High School Golf Championships at Rustenburg Golf Club. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The tennis, cricket and softball season commenced towards the end of Term 3. The girl’s tennis 
team lost to St Catherine’s Convent and beat Greenside High School. The boys ‘B’ side lost to 
Greenside ‘B’ 
 
The 1st XI cricket team beat Crawford College Lonehill by 50 runs. Brad Easton scored 143 not 
out. Brad Easton and Silas Govender were selected for to represent a District Team.     
 
Culture 
 
Curro Cuesta 
 
Aurora achieved medals in the following sections: 
 
Art & Photography:3 x Bronze and  
1 x Silver 
Dance: 2 x Bronze and 3 x Silver 
Drama, 3 x Silver  
Instrumental: 1 x Bronze, 2 Silver and 4 x Gold 
 
Alicia Ferguson won the trophy for best Junior Instrumental. 
 
Culture Showcase - Pretoria 
 
At the showcase event held on 8 September 2017 at the Atterbury Theatre in Pretoria, the 
following Aurora items were invited to perform: 

 

• Alicia Ferguson,  

• The Jazz Dragons  

• Marimba Group. 
 
They did Aurora most proud to appreciative applause whilst flying the Aurora flag high. 
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Eisteddfod 
 
Aurora learners participated in the annual National Eisteddfod. (We await final results with 
anticipation). 
 
House Plays 
The plays were performed on the 14th of September. Each house performed original scripts. The  
winners are as follows: 
 
Best Cameo:   Hayley Conradie 
Most Promising Actress:  Sabrina Freeman 
Most Promising Actor:   Eugene Cilliers 
Best Supporting Actress:  Thato Mosiuoa 
   Andrica Mojapelo 
Best Supporting Actor:   Connor Ryan 
   Sipesihle Mahlangu 
Best Costumes:   Good Knights (Discovery) 
Best Ensemble:   Ikasi (Challenger) 
Best Actor:   Mikyle Fourie  
Best Actress:   Siweze Sigodi 
   Mabothokong Seloko  
Best Directors:   Jordyn Schiebe and Trevayne Weber (Apollo) 
   Leah Maroulis and Jean-Luc Cilliers (Discovery) 
Best Script:   Misadventures of a Russian Spy (Atlantis) 
   In The End (Apollo) 
Best Play:   Good Knights (Discovery) 
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Aurora Culture is increasing its footprint! 
 
This is ever more visible during assemblies where talented performances and demonstrations 
included cultural items including dance, music and drama. 

 
Heritage Day 
 
The High School’s take this year is to focus its theme for Heritage Day on protest against women 
abuse, in association with “Thursdays in Black”. On Thursday the 21 September, the following 
performances were presented in the amphitheatre: 
 
 Afrikaans Prose Piece on Heritage      
 
 Zulu Dramatic Arts Piece on Protest 
 
 Group Dance Item 
 
 Group Dramatic Arts Piece on Women Abuse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aurora’s Cultural Evolution 
 
The area outside the Neptune block is gradually transforming into a “culture quad” …. Watch this 
space… 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
African Skies Starry Nights – Friday 20th October 
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Acknowledgements 
 

As the sun sets on the 3rd term, management, educators, administrators, the Association of 
Parents and Teachers, estate personnel and colleagues behind the scenes are all thanked for 
fueling and maintaining the Aurora phenomenon. Lest we forget, well done to our students on an 
all-round performance of which to be proud. 
 

A closing thought to ponder as we enter the school holiday 
 

Visiting a friend in hospital recently, I came across and article by Samantha Page in the Life 
Healthcare Magazine (Spring 2017edition) entitled: 
 

“What we need is a little RESPECT” 
 

It got me questioning, who apart from educators, are the role models of our charges? 
 

“Aretha Franklin sang about it, our teachers helped us learn it and our parents taught  
us to show it to others, so where has that kindness gone?” asks Samantha    

 
 
 
 
 
 

shout over her shoulder that 
she was in a hurry, thought I 
wasn’t going to use the bay 
since I took so long to turn in, 
and then disappeared into a 
waiting lift, leaving me shocked 
and disappointed. 
 
The encounter shook me 
because I wondered if I had 
become so used to rude 
behavior that I was willing to 
accept being treated badly.  
How often do we fall victim to 
the narrative of what others 
have done to us instead of 
examining what we have 
allowed others to do? Whether 
it is a world leader on a global 
stage pushing past others so 
that he can take up his place in 
the front row, a blustery put-
down on one of the social 
media platforms that degrades 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

or demeans, or someone talking 
over you instead of pausing to 
listen, these days a lack of 
respect is present on every 
level, in every way. 
 
When Aretha Franklin 
demanded a little R-E-S-P-E-C-
T in her groundbreaking 1960s 
anthem, it was a call to action, 
an appeal to dignity, and it’s still 
relevant today in a society that 
seems to have forgotten its 
manners. How hard can it be to 
extend goodness, to ‘Be kind to 
one another’, as US talk show 
host Ellen DeGeneres says at 
the end of every show, to give 
instead of take? A little respect 
can go a long way to seeing the 
possibilities that exist when you 
value yourself and others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I was driving around the 
parking area of a busy 
shopping mall recently. It was 
month-end and there were no 
vacant bays, but being the 
eternal optimist, I kept 
weaving up and down the 
lanes, craning my neck to see 
if I could spot and opportunity. 
Just when all seemed lost and 
my lunch break had whittled 
down to half an hour, I spotted 
a car reversing and signaled 
my intention to occupy the 
parking bay. But as I started 
to move into position, another 
car, seemingly appearing out 
of nowhere, slid past me into 
the coveted spot. Momentarily 
paralysed, I stared at the 
activity as if I’d just witnessed 
a magician’s unbelievable 
sleight of hand. The 
audacious driver used my 
incapacity to 
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The High School wishes all colleagues, parents and students a refreshing, rejuvenated break 
ready to meet the home straight of the 4th term with verve and victory. 
 

Blessings to all. 
 

Dr. Richard Kieck 
Headmaster 
Curro Aurora 
High School 
   

 


