
‘Why, sometimes I’ve believed 
as many as six impossible things 

before breakfast.’ 
– Lewis Carroll
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first interhouse athletics meeting in Grade 
8, that led to our Grade 8 sleepover, to my 
first night school where I got to experience 
PE in the dark and re-enact Romeo and 
Juliet’s balcony scene among real stars and 
a (somewhat) real balcony … Those first few 
days in high school shaped the idea of the 
person I wanted to be at the end of matric. 

The years that followed, with the introduction 
of things such as Curro Create, which allowed 
me to tap into my creative side and learn so 
much more about my capabilities outside of an 
academic playing field, gave me the experiences 
necessary to grow into and alter the perception 
of that person. Now that it’s almost over, I can’t 
wait to take all of these teachings, experiences, 
memories, relationships and even academic 
skills with me wherever I go – be it to university 
or into the workforce. I cannot wait to go do my 
younger self proud. Maybe I’m not entirely who 
she thought I’d be when she started this journey, 
but I’d like to believe I’m someone even better.

If any of you are stuck on what you want to 
do with your life in the years to come, don’t 
be. So much of the future is unplanned and 
unknown. Three years ago, I don’t think any of 
us could have predicted a pandemic coming 
and changing all the plans we had for our final 
days as high school learners. And, just like we 
couldn’t pre-empt COVID-19, we can’t pre-empt 
every last bit of our future. 

What we can do, however, is make sure that by 
the time we get there, we’ve made memories, 
made mistakes, learnt lessons, fostered friend-
ships, strengthened bonds and had moun tains 
of fun. So, focus on making sure you’re happy 
and doing your best now. Once that’s done, 
you’ll find it’s so much easier to take baby steps 
towards your dreams, goals and future.

My five-year experience at Curro Serengeti 
High School has taught me one thing: We all 
have our own idiosyncrasies and adventures 
that define who we are. We are the main 
character of our own book. We are the 
captain of our own ship. Most significantly, 
we are the leaders of our own lives. And I am 
proud to say that my high school experience 
was my adventure! My question: How are 
you LEADING your life? 

I strongly believe there is an incredible 
quirkiness about life that we should all 
welcome with open arms. For example, 

Normally, when someone asks me to describe 
my high school years to them, or even the 
most memorable things that have tran-
spired since I took the first step out of the 
antechamber of childhood into the main hall 
of adolescence, I’m able to recall everything 
easily, like it happened just yesterday. Yet, 
when I was asked to write this letter to all of 
you, it felt as though the last five years hadn’t 
happened, because it had only just set in that 
it was truly the end of my high school days. 

Soon, I’d no longer be shouting to my mom 
from my room to tell her that I’ll have to take 
my dinner to-go because my assignments 
aren’t done yet. Soon, my days would no longer 
start at 06:00 of one day and end at 01:00 of the 
next. Soon, I would have to be the one to worry 
about which direction I’m heading in – not my 
parents, my teachers or even my friends. 

It finally set in that I was closing this chapter of 
my life. And yet, despite how anxious I am for 
the future, I cannot wait for it to begin. 

The last five years as a Geti have been ones I 
would never trade in for anything. From my 
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on the first day of high school, I was just a 
lion cub entering the family pride of Curro 
Serengeti where, in the pathway, stood our 
leader, Mr Du Toit. He stopped my mom 
and me and told me it’s time to carry my 
own bags because I am a big boy now. I now 
understand that high school is the place 
where we begin to carry everything that 
makes and breaks us to become who we are. 
It is vital as human beings to embrace how 
God is changing us in the changing seasons 
of growth. 

My words of encouragement shout that it is 
okay to feel uncertain or insecure. It is okay 
not to have it all figured out by now. Take 
time to dream about the adventures of the 
life that you want to experience and start 
making those dreams your daily goals. The 
biggest lie you could ever tell yourself is that 
you cannot live your dream. 

My advice to you, my reader, is to become 
an ambassador of the life you choose to 
live, because that will aid you not just in 
school, but in each year of your life. You are 
self-empowered. You are precious. And in 
the words of a poet, ‘Your smile could cure 
cancer and end all wars, so wear it daily!’.

To the Class of 2022, allow me to conclude 
with the motivation that led me through my 
rough patches in high school: 
• ‘Don’t be too tough on yourself’, said Mr 
Du Toit.
Be kind to yourself, child of God.
• As Mr Mabena once said, ‘Rome wasn’t 
built in a day’.
Be patient with yourself, champion.
• And as Mrs Hoffman once said, ‘You need 
to believe in yourself’.
Believe. Faithfully believe.

With the weight of the world on your 
shoulders, know that God would never give 
you what you cannot handle. If you are given 
tremendous storms to walk through, know 
that God believes you can. Let your instinct 
and Holy Spirit guide you. And remember to 
lead your days as you would lead a child. 
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Your future  
starts now


