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QUESTION 1 COMPREHENSION 

 
Refer to TEXT 1 “Meet the neighbours – Homo naledi’s coming out party” by     
J Brooks Spector ( AT THE END OF THIS PAPER) and then answer the questions 
below. 
 
1.1 Refer to the title “Meet the neighbours – Homo naledi’s coming out 

party.” 

Is this an effective title given your knowledge of the entire passage? Discuss 

this by making specific reference to humorous devices which are used in the 

title.           (3) 

1.2 Refer to paragraph 1. 

1.2.1 Explain the meaning of “then-controversial” in this context.  (2) 

1.2.2  Identify, and comment on, the use of the punctuation mark in “then-

controversial”.         (2) 

1.3 Refer to paragraphs 1 and 2.  

Explain how Darwin’s theory was misinterpreted which led to the “cheapened, 

dumb-down version” which is commonly believed.     (2) 

1.4 Refer to paragraph 3. 

Comment on the writer’s tone and on what is implied by “designed so as to 

locate the so-called 'missing link' between apes and humans firmly on British 

soil where it belonged.”        (4) 

1.5 Refer to paragraph 4. 

1.5.1 How was Andrews’ postulation (claim) that Central Asia had to be the 

origin point of human evolution eventually disproved?    (2) 

1.5.2 Explain the meaning of “petrified” eggs by providing a synonym of your 

own.          (1) 

1.6 Refer to paragraph 5. 

By referring closely to the text explain how “the scales” eventually tipped in 

favour of the “Out of Africa” thesis.       (2) 
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1.7 Refer to paragraph 7. 

1.7.1 Explain whether “This paper describes the discoveries and allows         
others to comment on it or dispute the descriptions and information in 
it.” is an example of a simple, compound or complex sentence. (2) 

 
1.7.2 What is the function of the pair of brackets as used in (the first of many 

                     undoubtedly)?         (2) 
 

1.8 Refer to the passage as a whole.  

Comment on the writer’s style. In your answer you have to include references 

to use of language, diction and register.      (3) 

/25/ 

 

QUESTION 2 SUMMARY 

 

Refer to TEXT 2 (AT THE END OF THIS PAPER). 

You have been asked to summarise this text to use in an EDITORIAL that 

you have to write which will appear in The Sunday Times.  

 

 Your summary should be written as a single paragraph 

 You may not exceed 80 words 

 Do include an accurate word count 

 Use your own words. ‘Cutting and pasting’ of information is not acceptable 

 You have to provide a suitable title of your own – do not include this in the 

word count 

 /10/ 
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QUESTION 3 SEEN POETRY 

Refer to the poems Nothing Gold Can Stay by Robert Frost AND miss rosie by 

Lucille Clifton and then answer the questions that follow each poem. 

 

Nothing Gold Can Stay by Robert Frost  

Nature’s first green is gold,    1 

Her hardest hue to hold.  

Her early leaf’s a flower;  

But only so an hour.  

Then leaf subsides to leaf.     5 

So Eden sank to grief,  

So dawn goes down to day.  

Nothing gold can stay.     8 

 

 

3.1 In the poem, Frost comments on the loss of beauty in nature as time passes.  

Quote the line in which the focus shifts to human deterioration and explain to 

what Frost is alluding.        (3) 

 

3.2 Discuss the poet’s use of symbols and words which have universal 

connotations, to make statements about the state of the world in which we 

live.           (4) 

AND 
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miss rosie by Lucille Clifton 

when I watch you       1 

wrapped up like garbage  

sitting, surrounded by the smell  

of too old potato peels or 

when I watch you       5 

in your old man's shoes  

with the little toe cut out  

sitting, waiting for your mind  

like next week's grocery  

I say        10 

when I watch you 

you wet brown bag of a woman  

who used to be the best looking gal in Georgia 

used to be called the Georgia Rose 

I stand up       15 

through your destruction 

I stand up 

 

3.3 Explain why miss rosie would be ‘waiting for [her] mind’? Quote in support of 

your answer.          (3) 

 

3.4 Discuss the effect which the lack of punctuation has on the rhythm and 

meaning of this poem.        (3)  

 

3.5 Discuss the effectiveness of the figure of speech in line 12.   (3) 

 

3.6 Comment on the changes in tone throughout this poem. Quote the lines and 

then explain what these different tones tell us about the poet’s attitude 

towards miss rosie.         (4) 

 

/20/ 
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QUESTION 4 UNSEEN POETRY 

Read the poem Sunstrike by Douglas Livingstone and then answer the questions 

that follow the poem. 

 
Sunstrike by Douglas Livingstone 
 
A solitary prospector    1  
Staggered, locked in a vision 
Of slate hills that capered 
On the molten horizon.   
  
Waterless, he came to where   5    
A river had run, now a band 
Flowing only in ripples 
Of white unquenchable sand. 
 
A handful of alluvial     9 
Diamonds leered back, and more: mixed 
In the scar, glinted globules 
Of rubies, emeralds, onyx. 
 
And then he was swimming in fire   13 
And drinking, splashing hot halos 
Of glittering drops at the choir 
Of assembled carrion crows. 
 
Glossary 
 
Prospector: A prospector is a person who lays claim to a portion of land and digs for precious stones or metals. 
 
Leer: to look at someone in a lustful or unpleasant way. 
 

Carrion:  refers to the dead and decaying flesh of an animal 

 

4.1 Discuss the effectiveness of the title of the poem.    (2) 
 
4.2 Explain the predicament of the prospector in the first two stanzas of the poem. 

Quote two words from these stanzas to support your view.   (2) 
 
4.3 What does the word ‘staggered’ (in line 2) indicate about the condition of the 

prospector?          (2) 
 
4.4 Refer to line 10. What effect would the diamonds’ ‘leering’ have on the 

prospector and which poetic device is used?     (2) 
       
4.5 What does the assembling of ‘carrion crows’ foretell? Use evidence from the 

rest of the poem.         (2) 
 

/10/ 
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QUESTION 5 

Refer to the texts provided and then answer the questions which follow. Make 

sure you are referring to the correct text for the question that you are 

attempting!  

 

 
5.1    This advert is for hand sanitizer. Explain briefly FOR what hand sanitizer is 

used.           (1) 
 

5.2     Instead of buttons on this public telephone, the creator of this  
advertisement has used a variety of finger tips. Why is this the case? (2) 
 

5.3     By referring to your answer in 5.2, how does this advert make you feel? 
  In other words, what emotions does this visual evoke in you?   (1) 

 
5.4     Do you think this is an effective advertisement? Refer to the entire visual 

and the slogan and explain your opinion in a detailed analysis of the  
advert. Discuss the aspects which you think make it effective/ineffective.   (4)  

What you 

really touch? 

SANZER 

hand gel 
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This visual is not technically an advertisement as it is not trying to sell the viewer 

anything. This is what is called a “public service announcement.” It informs the public 

about something that is happening in their society that they should be aware of and 

try to change. 

5.5     Explain what you think this public service announcement is trying to  
          accomplish.          (1) 
 
5.6     Refer to the slogan “Think of both sides”. Which “two sides” do you think the 

creator of this visual is urging you to consider?     (2) 
 
5.7    Examine the visuals of the two people inside the car, in the driver’s and 

passenger seats.  
 

5.7.1 Name two things they are doing which are considered unsafe to 

do while driving.       (2) 

5.7.2 Based on the entire visual, what do you think the eventual 

outcome is going to be here? In other words, predict the outcome 

of this scene.         (1) 

5.8 Give a logical reason why “the number of car accidents involving children  
increases during school holidays.”       (1) 
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5.9 Examine the area around the rear view mirror.  Explain what the creator of the 
visual has done here that would likely shock the viewer into some kind of a 
reaction.          (3) 

  
5.10   What is YOUR reaction to this particular part of the visual?   (2) 

5.11   Which other issues in society do you think could make use of this “public 
          service announcement” forum? Give a reason for your answer.    (2) 

 

5.12   Examine Madam’s facial expression in the last frame. What emotion could she 

be experiencing here?          (1) 

5.13   What is humorously implied about the quality of Madam’s baked goods? Give 

TWO possible suggestions and explain yourself fully.      (2) 

          /25/  

     

 

 

PLEASE PAGE OVER 
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QUESTION 6 

Refer to the following exchange between three people at a coffee shop, then answer 

the questions that follow. 

A Nice Hot Cup of Karma 

My name is Carey and I work in a small sandwish and coffee shop owned by my parents. We are 

famous locally for giving great value for money. It is Saturday morning and I am on my own. An 

unfamilier customer walks in. 

Me: Good morning, sir. How can I help you? 

Customer: How much is a regular coffee?       5 

Me: R14, sir. 

Customer: And how much coffee do you get? 

(I am a little taken aback by this, but I show him a cup. It has the same dimensions as a standard 

mug.)  

Customer: That's ridiculous! Are you trying to rip us all off!? Rob us all blind!?   10 

Me: I'm sorry, sir, but I don't know what to say. We have the cheapest coffee in the area that uses 

proper milk. I don't make the prices! 

(At this point a regular walks in.) 

Customer: I don't care! You don’t know anything, you fool! Get me your no-doubt-just-as-idiotic-as-

you manager! Do you even know who I am?       15 

Regular: Excuse me? You shouldn't speak to her like that, or call her stupid. She's been serving me 

for a year now and she's always been impeccably polite and efficient and has never let me down 

once!  

Customer: (Not looking at him or paying much attention) Yeah, whatever, buddy. Was I asking for 

your useless opinion? Who the hell do you think you are, anyway?    20 

Regular: Your boss' husband. 

(The customer turns, finally notices who the regular is, and runs out. I thanks my regular by giving 

him a free breakfast. It later turns out that the rude customer was fired, ironically for poor customer 

service!) 

6.1 Correct the two spelling errors from lines 1 - 3.      (2) 

6.2   Change Carey's words in line 11 ("I don't make the prices") into the passive 

voice.            (2) 
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6.3  Change the words that the regular speaks in lines 16 - 18 into indirect speech. 

           (3) 

6.4  There is an error of concord in line 22. Correct only the word that contains the 

error.            (1) 

6.5  In line 21, Carey explains that the rude customer was fired from her customer 

service. Explain why this is an example of irony.     (2)  

          /10/ 

TOTAL 100 Marks   
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TEXT 1    

Meet the neighbours – Homo naledi’s coming out party 

 
 

1. Nearly 150 years ago, Charles Darwin had written in his then-controversial 
volume The Descent of Man: “In each great region of the world the living 
mammals are closely related to the extinct species of the same region. It is, 
therefore, probable that Africa was formerly inhabited by extinct apes closely 
allied to the gorilla and chimpanzee; and as these two species are now man's 
nearest allies, it is somewhat more probable that our early progenitors lived 
on the African continent than elsewhere.” 

 
2. It was an astonishing position to take back then, almost as heretical as 

evolution itself, and it helped spawn the cheapened, dumbed-down version of 
Darwin’s theory – that humans were descended from monkeys. For many 
decades after Darwin wrote that statement, virtually none of his scientific 
colleagues would have supported such a view about Africa.  

 
3. By contrast, for most scholars, it was absolutely clear that whatever had 

happened to bring about the rise of Homo sapiens, they had come onto the 
scene where they would develop into the species – us – that could create 
tools, craft those astonishing cave paintings in France and Spain, and thereby 
fall neatly in line with more primitive progenitors like the Neanderthals, Peking 
and Solo Man and even Piltdown Man – until the latter was finally unmasked 
as a clever forgery, designed so as to locate the so-called 'missing link' 
between apes and humans firmly on British soil where it belonged. 

 

http://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2015-09-11-meet-the-neighbours-homo-naledis-coming-out-party/
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4. In 1924, Raymond Dart had described the first indisputable, solid evidence of 
very ancient hominids in South Africa from a site at Taung. But Dart’s 
discovery – and then those of a growing list of other researchers – was largely 
ignored by the leading global figures of palaeontology for many decades yet 
to come. One of the great fossil discoveries of the 20th century, the fossil sites 
at the Flaming Cliffs of Mongolia, was made by palaeontologists under the 
direction of the American Museum of Natural History’s Roy Chapman 
Andrews – the real person who was the likely inspiration for the fictional film 
character of Indiana Jones. Andrews and his team were convinced Central 
Asia had to be the origin point for human evolution. Ultimately, they found vast 
fields of exceptionally well-preserved dinosaur fossil bones and the first 
petrified dinosaur eggs – but there were no ancient hominid remains there at 
all. 

5. But eventually, all of those astonishing finds throughout Southern and 
Northeast Africa, along with rapid, startling advances in genetics and geology, 
have helped tip the scales in favour of a near-universal acceptance of the 'Out 
of Africa' thesis for the origins of humanity from earlier hominids and the 
dispersal of true modern humans around the world, beginning around 70,000 
years ago. The most contentious issues that were part of this new scientific 
consensus included whether the line from humanity ran back to those ancient 
denizens in South Africa or to those further to the north, as well as the need 
for much more clarity on how the connections from modern homo sapiens to 
those early hominids and hominins ran; that is, which fossil discoveries fit into 
that lineage, versus which were competing, collateral branches that eventually 
died out? 
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6. In recent years, the area around Sterkfontein and other nearby areas, around 
40km kilometres from downtown Johannesburg, including numerous caves 
and dig sites has now been official labelled 'The Cradle of Humankind'. It 
includes a museum together with sites that continue to be actively searched 
for yet more discoveries. In 2008, in the Malapa Cave, University of the 
Witwatersrand Professor Lee Berger (well, actually his pre-teen son and their 
dog) made an astonishing discovery of a substantially complete skeleton of 
one early hominid, now dubbed Australopithecus sediba. 

 
 

7. The fruits of the research, excavation and analytical team, supported by, 
among others, the American National Geographic Society and various South 
African agencies, and led by Berger, made a huge international splash on 
Thursday, 10 September, when they were announced. There was the public 
release of findings, the unveiling of actual fossil remains and the simultaneous 
release of a detailed open-source scientific paper (the first of many 
undoubtedly) on the internet. This paper describes the discoveries and allows 
others to comment on it or dispute the descriptions and information in it. 
 
 

 

By J Brooks Spector (Adapted from the Daily Maverick) 
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TEXT 2 

HUMANS TO FACE MALNUTRITION IF POLLINATORS DISAPPEAR 

If all pollinators disappear, 71 million people in low-income countries may 
develop vitamin A deficiencies. 
 

 
 

FILE: If creatures that pollinate our food disappear, we could face a sharp increase in malnutrition, disease 

and death in many parts of the world. Picture: Aletta Gardner/EWN. 

UNITED STATES - If all the birds, bugs, bees and other creatures that pollinate our 

food crops were to disappear from the planet, humans could face a sharp increase in 

malnutrition, disease and death in many parts of the world, scientists estimate. 

 

Researchers analysed supplies of 224 types of food in 156 countries, quantified the 

vitamins and nutrients in foods dependent on animal pollinators, and then calculated 

what nutritional deficits people could face if pollinators ceased to exist. 

 

Globally, dietary changes forced by the extinction of pollinators might increase 

deaths from non-communicable diseases and malnutrition-related problems by about 

1.4 million, or a 2.7 percent gain in mortality, the researchers estimate. 
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“It is striking how important animal pollinators are for human health globally,” said 

senior study author Samuel Myers, an environmental health researcher at Harvard 

University. 

 

While scientists can’t predict with certainty when, if at all, pollinators might become 

extinct, Myers and colleagues note in a paper in The Lancet that there’s ample 

evidence of declining populations of certain types of pollinators in many parts of the 

world. 

 

The causes aren’t clearly understood but there’s a growing consensus in the 

scientific community that declining populations of insect pollinators in particular may 

be happening due to pest infestations, disease, rising pesticide use and loss of 

habitats, the study team writes. 

 

Assuming all of these pollinators disappeared, 71 million people in low-income 

countries could become newly deficient in vitamin A, and an additional 2.2 billion 

individuals already getting less than the recommended amount of this nutrient would 

have further declines in consumption, the researchers estimate.  

 

Under the same worst-case scenario, 173 million people would become newly 

deficient in folate, while an additional 1.2 billion already deficient would become 

more so. Folate is a type of B vitamin that’s needed for cell growth, metabolism and 

to help prevent the risk of some birth defects. 

 

Total pollinator extinction could also reduce global supplies of fruit by 23 percent, 

vegetables by 16 percent, and nuts and seeds by 22 percent, the researchers 

calculate. 


