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Curriculum News

PBL

Robotics clubs
Robotics Club is something new and exciting 
which we are offering this year to our young 
Grade 2 and 3 learners. Robotics Club, 
which is already well established in our 
senior primary grades, welcomes these young learners who are extremely eager to 
learn. 
And our learners are loving it!

Research has shown that successful learning includes problem-based 

learning. This means that learners are actively involved in the learning 

process by accepting responsibility for their learning. Learners are 

introduced to a question and then have to research the relevant 

information to find a solution to the question. Higher cognitive skills are 

developed by means of asking questions and 'to wonder'.

This term, the grade 4's completed their first PBL as part of the Science 

curriculum. They had to research an endangered animal, build a diorama 

to represent the animal's habitat and present their research. 
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Educator News

10 years and 20 years of loyal service

Congratulations

Curro Durbanville Primary School Honours 10 Year 
and 20 Year Educators!

It has been a day of celebrations at Curro 
Durbanville today as four Primary School educators 
were honoured for 10 years and 20 years of loyal 
service. They are:

Ms Sandy Visser (Grade R Educator) service award 
for 10 years; Ms Jean Wiese (Phase Head) service 
award for 10 years; Ms Chantelle Bornmann 
(Grade 7 Educator) service award for 10 years; and 
Ms Jeanne Maritz (Head of Music Department) 
service award for 20 years!

During the Primary School assembly, each of these 
educators were honoured by Dirk van Zyl, 
Executive Head of Curro Durbanville Independent 
School. Mention was made of some of the 
wonderful memories made when these educators 
first joined our school.

Ms Jeanne Maritz shares an especially special 
moment this year as her 20 years of service 
coincides with Curro Durbanville's 20th Birthday 
year. Ms Jeanne has been with Curro from the very 
start of our school!

Congratulations to all these wonderful educators 
and here is to many more teaching years at Curro 
Durbanville Primary School! 

Congratulations to teacher Keri and her 
husband, Devon with the birth of their 
baby girl Hannah Casey Theart.  Born 
16 February 2018.
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Valentines Day

On Wednesday, 14 February our school was 

decorated in red, white and pink to celebrate 

Valentines Day. 

The staffroom and trees in front of the primary 

school were beautifully decorated by our Curro 

Council parents.  There was even a photo 

booth for staff and learners to capture their 

Valentines Day memories.  The staff treated 

each other with small gifts and learners enjoyed 

doing Valentines activities in their classes.

This fun day filled with love was enjoyed by 

young and old!  

Curro Durbanville Grade 1 learners and educators have fun with 
Kipper's cake.
Our Grade 1s have been very busy learning to read this term. The 
main character in their very first 'big school' reader is a boy called 
Kipper.
As the story goes... Kipper thought he would try his hand at baking 
for a party he was planning. He made a rather messy cake 
mixture by adding some 'interesting' ingredients from his Mum's 
kitchen. Cornflakes, tomato sauce, baked beans, jam, milk, sugar 
etc - all went into a mixing bowl. The end result ... I'm sure you can 
just imagine!
Curro Durbanville's Grade 1 Educators devised a clever plan 
during one of their lessons recently. They arranged all those exact 
and messy ingredients and allowed the learners to mix a cake 
batter - just like Kipper’s.
The learners then placed the mixture in their educators special 
and 'make believe' oven. And guess what? It worked! When the 
Grade 1s returned from their break a delicious and freshly baked 
cake was waiting for them to enjoy together!

Just a little bit of Curro magic, and a whole lot of LOVE FOR 
READING thrown in for good measure.

Kippers Party
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Bully Wise 
Curro says NO to bullies!

At Curro Durbanville we are committed to providing a nurturing, safe and 
child friendly environment, where all learners are able to achieve their full 
potential. One of the challenges that rears his head every year, is Bullying. 
Our vision this year is to create an environment where all learners flourish 
without fear of bullying. We will therefore institute a Zero tolerance policy 
towards Bullying, in any shape or form.
 
One of our toughest challenges is to actually define what Bullying is.

Bullying is when a 
child or a group of 
children abuse their 
power to hurt or 
intimidate others. It is 
repetitive in nature. 

What are the signs of bullying?
Bullying can be identified by the following types of behaviour:

1. Deliberate and repetitive aggression

2. An unbalanced power relationship between the bully and the victim

3. The causing of physical pain and/or emotional anxiety
A bully can be identified by the following behaviours:

1. They are aggressive and get into fights often
They never take responsibility for their actions

What are the different types of bullying?
There are 4 main types of bullying that you should look out for:

1. Verbal and written (name calling, negative comments, intimidation, and threatening or humiliating 

SMS or WhatsApp messages)

2. Physical (bumping, scratching, shouldering, hitting, tripping, biting, rolling eyes or showing 

suggestive signs)

3. Social or relationships (gossiping ,verbal or written), revealing personal information, manipulation 

of the child with a view to humiliation or exclusion from a group)

4. Cyber bullying (intimidating or harassing a child using a digital platform such as social networks)

What are the effects of bullying? 
There are many effects of bullying that one needs to look 
out for. These include: 

1. Faking illnesses to avoid having to attend school

2. A low self-esteem

3. Social isolation

4. Unexplained bruises and injuries

5. Child becomes upset after using the internet or cell 

phone

On Friday, 2 March the 
Theatre for life did a puppet 
show for our grade R 
learners about bullying and 
how to be a good friend. 
On Thursday, 26 March a 
speaker will talk to our 
grade 1-7 learners. 
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Grade 5 West Coast Tour
On Wednesday, 28 February, about 110 excited gr 5 learners 
gathered at the buses for our annual gr 5 tour. More nervous parents 
were watching as their children left the school.

Our first visit was spent at the Fossil Park. This was an amazing 
experience. Learners visited 4 different stations here. A PowerPoint 
was presented about fossils and learners could touch fossils as old 
as 5 million years. Each learner had a chance to take part in a mock 
digging where they discovered fossils in the sand. We visited the 
actual site where people are digging up real fossils. It was very 
informative to see all these fossils of 5 million years old and to learn 
about life so many years ago. At our final station each learner 
received the “Poo” of an owl. They used a toothpick to take it apart 
and had to identify different parts of the skeletons of the owls' prey. 
The learners enjoyed this activity very much and found it very 
interesting.

We checked into Windstone village farm where we stayed for 2 
nights. After everybody settled in, we went to the lagoon at 
Langebaan. The learners enjoyed a lovely swim in the water or had 
fun in the sand.
On Thursday, we went to Velddrif. Here we were divided into 3 
groups. Each group visited the following: Velddrif Museum where 
they learned about the fishing industry in the area.  We visited 
Bokkomlaan, a little fish factory where they preserve bokkoms. A 
demonstration was given of the procedure to preserve these 
bokkoms. Most learners loved the bokkoms and even bought extra 
bokkoms to eat. One of the highlights of the day was the trip on a 
ferry on the Berg River. Our captain gave us lots of information about 
the area, the birdlife, the Berg River Canoe Marathon and the salt 
factory. The highlight was when some learners could take over the 
captain's position and steered the boat for a while.

Back at our accommodation, the learners spent time on the 
obstacle course. Many learners were very brave and even 
surprised themselves by conquering heights and other obstacles. 
After a lovely meal, learners danced to the music of Teacher Nadia.  
All enjoyed the excitement and some loved the stage very much.

On Friday, our last day, our first stop was at Geelbek in the National 
West Coast Park. The learners had to walk quite a distance before 
we reached the sand dunes.  Everybody was amazed at the view 
before them. Soon all the learners ran down the dunes to the other 
side and looked like tiny ants in the distance. Needless to say that 
everybody was covered in sand, but enjoyed every minute. After 
that we visited !Khwa ttu, a San village. The learners learned more 
about the San people; the sounds they make to talk, how they 
hunted, built their homes and general way of life. We went on a drive 
to a little village and saw springbuck and zebras along our way.  

Grateful after a few wonderful days, learners returned home safely 
and happy to see their parents!
 Thank you to Ms Sonja and the grade 5 staff for taking these 
learners on this wonderful tour!
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CHESS
WP METRO NORTH DISTRICT – INDIVIDUAL  TRIALS
Date:  9, 10 February        Venue:  Ravensmead Secondary School
We are happy about the following results:

WP METRO DISTRICT – CLOSED TRIALS
Date:  9, 10 March          Venue: Curro Durbanville Private School 
We are happy about the following results:

WELGEMOED CHESS CHALLENGE

On 24 February, many Curro chess players individually entered this event to sharpen their skills and be 
challenged by the talents of 202 chess opponents of schools in our district.  Players could only enter in 3 
age groups and therefore had to compete against opponents who might be much older.  Declan Olkers 
(4th) and Jesse Palmer (10th) deserve special mention in the u.10 division.  Each player was awarded 
with a medal after a long and tiring day, starting at 07:00 and ending at 16:00.  Our chess players are 
blessed to have such dedicated parents who support and transport them to the weekly events. The 
primary school wishes to thank them for their continued support.  

PANORAMA PLAY DAY

On Friday, 9 March, 13 chess players 
participated in the “Come play day” 
hosted by Panorama Primary 
School.  This was a first-time event 
and no medals or trophies were 
awarded.   We were happy to make 
use of the opportunity to informally 
play against fellow chess players 
from nearby schools.  Well done to 
our 11 Grade 1 and 2 players who 
made the effort to participate.

Hannah van Heerden  

u.9 

u.9 girls 6th 

Christof Dreyer u.9 boys 4th 

Declan Olkers  u.9 boys 5th 

Jesse Palmer u.9 boys 8th 

Caitlyn Olkers  

u.11 

u.11 girls 5th 

Reegan Palmer u. 11 boys 3rd 

Natasha Joubert  

u.13 

u.13 girls 2nd 

Zanté Palmer u.13 girls 7th 

Kieran Samuels u.13 boys 1st 

Georgia Hendricks u.15 u.15 girls 8th 

 

Hannah van Heerden  

u.9 

u.9 girls Gold 

Jesse Palmer u.9 boys Silver 

Declan Olkers u.9 boys Gold 

Caitlyn Olkers  

u.11 

u.11 girls Gold 

Reegan Palmer u. 11 boys Gold 

Natasha Joubert  

u.13 

u.13 girls Bronze 

Zanté Palmer u.13 girls Gold 

Kieran Samuels u.13 boys Silver 
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ATHLETICS
Durbell Athletics
Our Curro athletes obtained good results at the Durbell athletics meeting. Inspite 
of the heat and strong schools that we were competing against, 
many of our athletes were selected to take part in the finals.
Luke and Gabriella obtained the following results at the 
Northern Zone meeting:

Luke van der Merwe u.12  75m - hurdles 3rd
Gabriella Celliers  u.13 200m  4th

Both athletes were selected to participate at the Western Province 
Athletics Championships. Gabriella received 7th place in the finals 
at this meeting.

Congratulations!

Elandri Schmidt

Elandri Schmidt has had a very successful athletics 
season. Although she participates in the u.14 
events, she is one of our grade 7 learners.

Inter - schools Athletics
800m  u.14  1st  new record
1500m  u.14  1st  new record

Northern Zone Athletics
800m  u.14  1st
1500m  u.14  1st

Western Province Athletics
800m  u.14  4th
1500m  u.14  3rd

Aristea Athletics 

Our junior athletics 
team started their 
season with the annual 
Aristea meeting.
Congratulations to Zeta 
Bruintjies who won 2 
gold medals in the 50m 
and 80m for u.8 girls.

Kenridge Athletics

Our junior athletics team 
participated in the friendly 
Kenridge athletics meeting. 
The aim of the meeting was 
participation and enjoyment. 
Our athletes enjoyed the 
meeting a great deal! 

Kenridge Athletics: Field events
Our senior athletes participated in the Kenridge field event athletics day. The competing schools were 
Gene Louw, Kenridge, Curro Durbanville and Tableview.

The field athletes' season ended on a high note when they received the following good results:
Rusanne van Zyl    u.10    Shotput    1st
Hannah Henderson   u.11    Long Jump   1st
Kehan Steynberg    u.11   Long Jump    2nd
Luke van der Merwe  u.12    Long Jump    2nd  and High Jump 3rd
Joshua Mettler    u.12   Long Jump    1st
Tiago de Gouveia   u.12    Shotput   1st
Gabriella Celliers    u.13   High Jump    3rd
Kristin Proudfoot    u.13   Shotput    3rd
Fahad Khan    u.13   High Jump    3rd  and Long Jump  2nd

Congratulations to our athletics team on their excellent results! We are very proud of you!
C. Bornmann
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Top 10 Athletics 
This year we hosted our fifth consecutive Top 10 athletics meeting.  It still is a wonderful experience 
competing with all the visiting schools.

The participating schools were:
Ÿ Curro Sitari
Ÿ Curro Century City
Ÿ Curro Brackenfell
Ÿ Meridian Pinehurst
Ÿ Gene Louw
Ÿ Kenridge
Ÿ Brackenfell Primary
Ÿ Durbanville Primary
Ÿ Durbanville Prep

Only the top athletes from each school were invited to 
participate at this event.  Our athletes achieved excellent 
results:
Zeta Bruintjies  u.7  50m  1st
      80m  2nd
Adam Jacobs  u.10  100m  2nd
Hannah Henderson  u.11  100m  2nd 
Gabriella Celliers  u.13  80m  2nd 
      100m  2nd 
Fahad Khan   u.13  100m  2nd 

We would like to congratulate all our athletes for making Curro proud.  We would also like to thank the 
educators who worked as officials, helping to make this day a great success. Thank you to Ms Chantelle, 
co-ordinator of this event.

Horse Riding
Lauren and Leo took part in SANSA qualifier 1 and 2 
recently. Lauren received 7 first places and 1 second 
place. Leo received 5 first places. Well done to these two 
learners.

     Drummies

       WP Colours

Lauren Smit Leo Smit

During September 2017, one of our grade 6 girls 

was awarded her WP colours for Drummies. We are 

very proud of Nikita Gimenez. What a privilege to 

have her on our team for 2018.
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Tennis
 Western Province Wilson (played in 
Northern Suburbs area)

During February and March the following 
learners participated in the first leg of the 
Western Province Wilson tournament. We are 
very proud of their achievements.
Girls u.14B: Lisa Mybrugh – 2nd 
Boys u.9A: Christof Dreyer – 3rd 
Boys u.10A: Dehan van Deventer – 3rd 
In the second leg of the tournament Dehan 
came first in his age group and Christof came 
second in his age group. Congratulations to these learners.

Fast 5 Tennis tournament (Round Robin)

The grade 5 and 6 learners participated in our first Curro Fast 5 
tournament, which took place at our school on Saturday 17 February.  The 
players impressed us by keeping the scores themselves and we are so 
proud of the progress they made throughout the morning.  Well done to our 
winners, Antonio Rusconi and Ameline Ricketts. We are hoping to host 
more of these mini-tournaments in the future.

CURRO DURBANVILLE LEARNERS ACE THE TENNIS COURT 

The following Curro Durbanville learners represented the Western 
Province in the inter-provincial tennis tournament and contributed 
to the WP success story. 

Pictured from left to right:  Reegan Palmer (WP under 11B 
Matzikama Interpro, Gold), Jordan Gertse (under 11 A Synergy 
Cup, Gold), Mia Kotze (under 12A Synergy Cup, Gold), Maria 
Inggs (under 12A Synergy Cup, Gold), Sagen Hugo (under 13A 
Synergy Cup, Bronze), Cassidy Cupido (under 13A Synergy Cup, 
Bronze) and Hailey Troup (under 13A Interpro).
Hailey and Cassidy have been selected as players of the u.13 
Inter-provincial tournament in Bloemfontein which will take place from 26 April to 1 May 2018. 

The Matzikama tournament was played on 23 and 24 February 2018 in the town of Moorreesburg and this 
year the Synergy Cup was a home match, played on 10 and 11 March 2018.  

These Curro learners receive coaching through the Heat Tennis Academy on campus, with coaches:  Elizma 
Slabbert (Head and TSA qualified at level 3), Anthony Scholtz (TSA qualified at level 2 ) and Ivan Achterberg  
(TSA qualified at level 2).

CURRO DURBNVILLE LEARNERS SHOW THEIR STRENGTH ON THE TENNIS 
COURT

From 16 – 18 March 2018, both Mia Kotze (Grade 6) and Hailey Troup (Grade 7) 
excelled on the tennis court.

Mia was the winner of the under 12 division of the KwaZulu-Natal TSA tournament 
and Hailey won the under 14 division of the TSA Boland tournament in 
Stellenbosch
Well done on these brilliant results, Girls!
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Cricket

Drummies

The drummies took part in their second competition on Saturday 17 March. They put in a great 
performance and we were rewarded with the following results:

Groups:
Leader: 3rd
Pom group: 2nd 
Flag group: 2nd
Mace group: 2nd

Small drill:
Leader:3rd
Subbies: 2nd
Squad: 3rd
Display: 2nd

Overall:  2nd

CURRO DURBANVILLE UNDER 13A and B CRICKET 
MATCH REPORT:

At the end of last week Curro Durbanville's under 13 
boys had the privilege of hosting a touring team from 
Bedford (United Kingdom) for two days. 

The visitors were made to feel very much at home by 
our Curro parents and boys alike. 

On the Thursday these teams played a 25 over match 
against each other at the Kraaifontein Cricket Club. 
Unfortunately both Curro Durbanville's A and B cricket 
teams lost their matches, but an exciting 50 by Tristan 
Cilliers and great bowling and fielding by both teams 
made for a great afternoon of cricket.

After the match everyone returned to Curro Durbanville 
for a traditional South African braai. Many new 
friendships were formed and wonderful memories 
made. 
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Music
On Tuesday 20 March, the Music Department had a family concert where talented family members 
had fun making music together!   The items were really of a very high standard and the evening was 
concluded with the Music teachers making fun with the Radetsky March!


