
 

 

Dear Aurorians of the Curro family  
 
The following pages paint a summative picture of the closing weeks 
of the first term. One can scarcely comprehend that the first term of 
the year is almost an occurrence of the past. 
 
One of Curro’s 21st century educational foundations is defined as 
resilience. The dictionary defines resilience as: “the ability of a 
substance or object to spring back into shape.” Within Aurora’s 
educational context, resilience is the ability of a learner to adapt or 
display a resolute flexibility or hardiness in pursuit of emerging 
victorious whilst coping with escalating challenges or demands.  
 
The resilience evident in Aurora’s learners emanates not as a 
product of good fortune, but rather as a mindset of attaining goals 
and good coaching, balanced by disciplined training, persistent 
self-discipline and the investment of educators, learners and 
parents as a team. 
 
“The proof is in the pudding,” so it is said. Looking at the extra 
mural results in sports arenas and cultural spheres, the sentiments 
expressed above hold true. Aurora punches above its weight as it 
competes against opposition far larger in numbers in many cases. 
Our swimmers were promoted to the next league, our golfers 
attained exceptional accolades, softball, cheerleading, netball, 
equestrian, rugby, street dance and hockey are doing well. These 
were matched by superior results in public speakers and debating.  
 
Report cards issued on Friday 31st March will reflect academic 
performance. We are hopeful that these will mirror the sporting and 
cultural prowess attained. 
 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 

DATE TIME EVENT 

19th April 7h30 School starts for learners 

24th April  18h00 – 20h00 Grades 8 and 9 Parents’ Evening 

25th April 18h00 – 20h00 Grade 10 to 12 Parents’ Evening 

27th May TBC Family Fun Day (more details to 
follow soon!) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

CHEERLEADING 
The ‘Blue Lightning’ squad 
competed at the first two 
competitions of the year. 
They were placed in both 
competitions and achieved 
the following places: 
 
1st competition: 
Co-ed: 2nd 
All Girl: 3rd 
Group Stunts: 3rd  
 
2nd competition: 
Co-ed: 3rd  
All Girl: 2nd   
 

DANCE SPORTS SCHOOL LEAGUE: STREET DANCE 
Our dancers have been doing exceptionally well in the league, and have 
achieved the following places in competitions: 
 
Allen Glen High School:  
Open boys: Kabelo Sithole (3rd) 
U16 boys: Jordan van Wyk (1st) 
U14 boys: Siphesihle Mahlungu (1st)  
U14 girls: Lebogang Luthuli (3rd) 
 
Hoërskool Randburg:  
Open girls: Themika Padayachee (1st) 
Open boys: Kabelo Sithole (1st) 
U16 boys: Jordan van Wyk (1st) 
U16 girls: Tatum Govender (3rd) 
U14 boys: Taariq Davids (1st), Siphesihle Mahlungu (3rd) 
U14 girls: Minathi Mvinjelwa (1st), Lebogang Luthuli (3rd) 
 
Interhigh: 
Our team competed against nine other schools at the Gauteng Interhigh. Our 
dancers did exceptionally well by winning six of the possible nine medals and 
finishing 2nd overall! 
U16 boys: Jordan van Wyk (1st), Munashe Mashayahanya (3rd) 
U16 girls: Refuwe Mosomothane (2nd) 
U14 boys: Siphe Mahlungu (1st) 
U14 girls: Luvuyo Badela (1st), Lebogang Luthuli (2nd) 



 

SWIMMING 
18 swimmers qualified for the Prestige Gala at Delville Pool. 
Individual and relay winners from the Gauteng Co-ed Schools’ 
Inter-Highs participated. There are 10 leagues that include 51 schools. 
The following swimmers achieved medal places and/or qualified.  
 
Medal Places: 

 Rais Hassim (tie 2nd Open 200m Individual Medley, 2nd u17 50m 
Freestyle, 3rd u17 50m Butterfly) 

 Una Terzic (2nd Open 200m Freestyle) 

 Lauren Strydom (2nd u17 50m Butterfly) 

 Aiden Pietersen (2nd u16 50m Butterfly), 1st 

 Una Terzic, Aiden Pietersen, Jenna-Laine Fuller, Mikhail Hassim (u16 
4x50m Freestyle Relay). 

 
Qualified: 

 Justin Kim 

 Brandon Kim 

 Anton Strydom 

 Kerryn Hundermark 

 Jade Ahlers 

 Jason Morgan 

 Stian Thomson 

 Alicia Fryer 

 Ciara Fryer 

 Kristen Anderson 
 

 
 

GOLF 
 
Kieron van Wyk and Alex van der Merwe played in Dainfern’s National College 
Championship. The team finished 10th and Kieron was involved in a play-off, 
where he ended 2nd in the individual competition. 
Woo-Ju Son won both the Western Province Women’s Amateur and the girls’ 
section of the Curro International. 



 

TYGER VALLEY DERBY DAY 
The winter sports season is well underway, and we hosted 
our first major derby day for hockey, netball and rugby against 
Tyger Valley. The day was a resounding success, with the Blue Pride flag flying 
high. The results were mixed, with the best overall results coming from the 
netball teams. It is encouraging to see all our sporting codes growing in skill and 
participation levels. We look forward to the derby days next term! 
 
 



 

PUBLIC SPEAKING 
 
Two Grade 8 teams competed at Hoërskool Randburg in their first 
High School prepared speaking competition. Siphesihle Mahlangu, Eugene 
Cilliers, Willow Evans and Sabrina Freeman were inspired by the line “What’s 
this?” from Nightmare Before Christmas, and they were awarded an A. Kiara 
Fourie, Shamiso Chikoto, Awande Sabela and Alice Chandinga used the line, 
“Like a Virgin” from Moulin Rouge to inspire their speeches, and they were 
awarded a B+. 
 
Two Grade 9 teams competed against Dainfern and Redhill. The competition 
was held at our school. It was a lovely evening with many Grade 8 supporters. 
Kelly du Plessis, Hunta Irons, Michaela Mohamed, Nasreen Patel used the line: 
“He had it coming, if you had been there, if you had seen it, I bet you 
would have done the same” from Chicago as inspiration for their speech. 
They received an A symbol. Nivarya Bijou, Nina Luis, Isheanesu 
Dombodzvukou, Mikyle Fourie used the line “You are young, life has been 
kind you; you will learn” from Sweeney Todd as inspiration for their speech. 
The received a B symbol.  
 
This year we sent our very first Impromptu team to the Public Speaking 
Competition. The Grade 10 team made up of Jordan Schiebe, Nicholas Kruger, 
Diana Mutale and Gabriella Chabuda were given their topic, “Our World” on 
the evening and had 30 minutes to prepare a 15-minute speech. They did us 
immensely proud and received a B+.  
 
The Grade 10 Prepared Public Speaking team competed at St Catherine’s, 
Florida. Kayla Knotzer, Kaylee Daniels, Tamia Fakir and Sihle Tshabalala used 
the idiom “A Race Against Time” as inspiration for their speech. They 
achieved an A Symbol.  
 
The Grade 12 Trophy Team (Merishka Archary, Jade Dave-Midlane amd Dylan 
Evans) competed at King David Victory Park and discussed their chosen topic 
“I have gum”. The did very well in an extremely strict round of the competition, 
and earned a B+. 
 
Riley Coltman (Grade 12) competed in the Individual Public Speaking 
Competition at Yeshiva College. He presented a prepared speech which 
focused on the body positivity movement which has come about as a result of 
body shaming, and had five minutes in which to plan his impromptu speech. 
Congratulations, Riley, on achieving an A! 
 
Well done to all our public speaking teams on an excellent season, and thank 
you to the teachers who were involved in the preparation of the teams. 
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DEBATING 
Our Junior and Senior debaters have been competing in The 
South African Council for English Education (better known as 
SACEE) debating league. Our senior debaters have competed in two 
tournaments this year. One junior debating team has competed this term and 
our second team will join them in the next tournament in Term 2.  
 
The Senior Debate Teams competed at Randfontein on 4th March. They 
competed in three debates with the last debates result being closed.  
Curro Aurora A, consisting of Camden Jenner, Masilo Silokazi and Emma 
Skudder, won two of their debates. Camden Jenner and Emma Skudder won 
best speakers.  
Curro Aurora B, consisting of Nicholas Kruger, Slade Labuschagne and 
Trevayne Weber, won one of their debates. A special mention goes to Slade as 
he received a commendation.  
 
The Junior Debate Team competed at HeronBridge College on the 11th March. 
They competed in three debates, with the last result also being closed.  
Curro Aurora A, consisting of Cheyenne Ramen, Gaia Nozi and Rebecca du 
Pont, won one of their debates. The result of their final debate will be 
announced in the next term. A special thank you to the debaters who took part 
in the floor debate: Cebo Matshikiza and Awande Sabela 
 
The Senior Debate Teams competed once again, but this time at Bryanston 
High on 25th March. They competed in three debates with the third result being 
closed. 
Curro Aurora A won one of their debates and Curro Aurora B won two of their 
debates. Best speaker was awarded to Camden Jenner, Masilo Silokazi and 
Nicholas Kruger.  
 
Well done to all our debaters. We wish them the very best as the season 
continues! 
 
MAJOR PRODUCTION 
This year’s Major Production, “A Midsummer Night’s Dream in Jozi” promises to 
be an exciting and wonderful event. Rehearsals are well under way, and sees 
the involvement of our students at all levels. They are directing; acting; 
designing sets, costumes and doing make-up design – all under the watchful 
eye of several teachers who are there to support them. There will be four 
performances in the space of week, and the students and teachers alike are 
looking forward to what will be a fantastic experience. 
 
Major productions, however, are expensive endeavours, and we are looking for 
support and sponsorship from the wider school community, especially in terms 
of donating items and materials needed for stage, costume and make-up 
design; and also in terms of sound and lighting. If you are willing to assist in any 
way, please contact Head of Culture, Mr Jannie Viljoen 
(jannie.v@curroholdings.co.za) or Head of the Drama Department, Mrs Saskia 
Snyders (saskia.s@curro.co.za). 
 
We look forward to sharing a wonderful evening with you next term. 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE: Monday 15th May – Thursday 18th May 
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BANANGO 2017 
Banango Traders is a business simulation programme offered 
by the Johannesburg School of Finance. Participants are given a 
certain amount of money to produce and sell a product using a combination of 
mangoes and bananas. This is done over a four week period. Certain scenarios 
are given and they then have to buy raw materials, produce, market and sell the 
product. The aim of the game is to make the largest profit. Each group 
represents a business and group members are business partners.  
 
Report from Sabrina Freeman (Grade 8) 
We were led into the hall and seated at tables, each with six in a group. The 
facilitator explained the concept of the game to us and handed us each a 
booklet containing information and financial and marketing activities. At first, it 
seemed slightly confusing but after the first round, it made sense. 
Basically, each group was to be a stall selling banangoes - a fruit - at a beach in 
Cape Town. We had to work out what price we would sell the imported fruit for, 
how much we invest in marketing, our interest earned at the bank as well as 
profit. Each group then handed in their choices on price and cost and whilst we 
waited for the results, we completed some of the activities in the booklet. I 
personally enjoyed it, it was very insightful and rather fun. 
They read out the results by telling us which group won (who made the most 
profit) and which group lost (who made the least profit). I was quite impressed 
that they were able to allow all the Grade 8s to play one game and still allow for 
it to be light-hearted and efficient. 
We completed four rounds (each round representing one week on the beach) 
and completed the majority of the activities in the booklet. It was definitely very 
interesting and I feel like I learnt a lot and that I understand marketing and 
entrepreneurship better now and in more detail. I’m sure many of my peers can 
agree. It was most certainly a success; I learnt a lot and still enjoyed myself.’ 
 
Winners – Grade 8:  
 
Bango’s Banangos     Tropical Carribean 
Owners:      Owners: 
Rahoul Singh      Fredericka Marsland 
Andile Majozi      Sahyen Moodley 
Dino Barnard      Adrian de la Rey 
Daniel Corns      Cameron Visner 
Cebe Matshikiza     Ryan Everett 
        Yashin Naidoo 

 
Winners – Grade 9: 
 
Banango Freestylers    Banango Champs 
Owners:       Owners: 
Jordan van Wyk      Slade Labuschagne 
Dean Kruger      Dylan Tregurtha 
Andreas Daniels     Kevin Reynders 
Lucas Schröder 
Tatyana Chedrawi 
Morgan Phelps 
 
 

    Congratulations to all our aspiring entrepreneurs!  
 

 



 

MATHEMATICS OLYMPIAD 
On the 15th March 2017, Curro Aurora High School 
participated in the South African Mathematics Olympiad (SAMO). 
It is the biggest Olympiad in the country. Learners who attain 50% or higher in 
the first round qualify for the second round which will be written on the 10th May 
2017. 
 
Congratulations to: 27 Grade 8 students, 33 Grade 9 students and 7 Senior 
students (Grade 10 – 12) who have made it through to the second round. 
 
Mathematics is about thinking and the discovery, and validation, of problem 
solving methods. Every participant in the SAMO papers and other Mathematics 
competitions will be challenged by at least one problem and hence his or her 
problem solving skills will improve. Problem solving skills can be further 
improved by carefully working through the solutions of these rounds. 

Creative problem solving skills are very necessary and very marketable in 
today's technically oriented market place. This market place is now global and 
South Africa needs to be very competitive. Hence we need expert problem 
solvers. Practice in problem solving will help to train our future leaders of 
technological development. 
 
All Mathematics students are encouraged to enter and take part in Mathematics 
competitions and Olympiads. 
 
GAMING LAN 
By Dylan Evans 
The evening of the 10th March saw over 50 Gamers from various platforms, 
genres and Grades come together for a night of intense battles and exciting 
clashes. Learners enthusiastically played their games together throughout the 
night, leading in to the early hours of the morning, and many new ‘online 
friendships’ were formed. 
 
The night also saw the crowning of the best FIFA Player in the school -in 
Andrea Daniels- followed closely by Anton Strydom. The pair were tightly 
matched and forced the nail-biting finals all the way to a penalty shoot-out, 
where Andrea was able to finally close out the match. This victory earned him 
R200 for his efforts and the bragging rights of being the ‘King of the Field’. 
 
Our appreciative thanks to the co-ordinators, Grade 12 IT students, Aidan 
Connolly, Renzo del Grosso, Liam Kauzil, Brenton Budler and the technical 
support of Mr Jandre Weideman. We are also most grateful to Curro Holdings 
for graciously allowing us to use the school’s Internet bandwidth and this bodes 
well for the future of eSports at our school and beyond. 
 
Ultimately, the night was full of giggles, great gaming, grand victories and 
gracious defeats. 

 
 
 



 

SPORTS RESULTS 

Date Sport Opponents/Hosts/Event Venue 

Rugby 

Wed 08/03 Rugby Saheti @Curro Aurora 1st won 

U15 won 

Sat 11/03 Rugby Tyger Valley College @Curro Aurora  1st lost 

U15 won 

Wed 22/03 Rugby King David Victory Park@ Curro Aurora 1st won 

U15 won 

U14 won 

Netball 

Wed 08/03 Netball Saheti @Curro Aurora 1st lost 

U16 lost 

U15 lost  

U14 won  

Sat 11/03 Netball Tyger Valley College @Curro Aurora 1st won  

U16 won  

U15 won  

U14 won  

Wed 22/03 Netball King David Victory Park @Curro Aurora 1st won 

U16 lost 

U15 won 

U14 won 

Girls’ Hockey 

Sat 25/02 Girls’ Hockey Hyde Park @Curro Aurora 1st won 1-0 

Juniors lost 1-0 

Wed 08/03 Girls’ Hockey Saheti @Curro Aurora Juniors won 1-0 

Sat 11/03 Girls’ Hockey Tyger Valley College @Curro Aurora 1st lost 1-0 

Juniors lost 5-0 

Boys’ Hockey  

Thu 02/03 Boys’ Hockey Hyde Park High School @Curro Aurora 1st won 3-0 

Sat 11/03 Boys’ Hockey Tyger Valley College @Curro Aurora 1st lost 4-1 

Juniors lost 3-0 

Wed 15/03 Boys’ Hockey Rand Park High School @Curro Aurora 1st won 1-0 

Juniors lost 1-0 

Wed 22/03 Boys’ Hockey Hyde Park High School @Curro Aurora 1st won 1-0 

Juniors won 5-0 

 
 
 
 
 



 

The close 
 

Within this year’s 2017 High School theme of “Make it happen”, 
achievements reveal that the High School in tandem with the pre- and primary schools are 
securely on track. 
 
A sincere and heartfelt thank you is extended to the Curro Aurora team on a task well done. 
This includes management, middle management, educators, administration, estate 
managers, the APT and ancillary bodies. Each section of this orchestra shows improvement 
on a daily basis and is harmonizing as it aspires to produce a superior performance. 
 
The Executive, School Management Team and staff wish our learners and parents a 
meaningful Easter holiday season, a good rest and proud academic results swathed in an 
opportunity to recharge batteries in order to tackle a compressed and demanding second 
term. We remind learners not to fall behind as they embrace mid-year examinations in June. 
 
Parents are once again assured that Curro Aurora will continue to serve learners and their 
parents in a context of the pursuit of service excellence and leave Aurorians with this 
following closing thought - 
 
A message to teachers: 

Ask yourself this question: 
“Would you like to be a learner in a class taught by yourself?” 

 
Blessings to all, 
 
Dr RW Kieck 
Operational Head 
Curro Aurora 
High School 
 
 

 
 

 


