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The year is in full swing and the learners are getting into the rhythm of their new grades.  Each grade has its own 
intensity, adaptations, challenges and skills that need to be mastered.

As you are aware of by now, we are following the National Curriculum (skeleton) with a strong built-in Curro 
Curriculum (meat) to ensure your child gets the best possible education and is exposed to relevant curriculum 
material. 

The curriculum at the school is managed accordingly:
· Weekly grade meetings to ensure that everyone in the grade is progressing at the same pace (Grade R-3).
· Grade 4-7 have fewer grade meetings but more subject meetings that are led by subject specialists to 

address the particular subject's strong points and challenges.
· We work with specic subject policies to ensure that everyone works within specic parameters.
· We also do full moderation twice a term where books and assessment tasks are moderated by the 

curriculum management team.
Quality teaching is ensured by this.

2-in-1 devices
Our grade 5-7 learners are already comfortable with the 2-in-1 devices or 
tablets.  We have started with the “SNAP” homework app in these grades and 
by 1 March it should be working in its entirety.  How wonderful that learners do 
not need to write down homework anymore.  This prevents incorrect homework 
or partial homework from being written down. 

Training
The Curro staff was privileged to once again receive intensive training on 30 January.  Our Language subject 
specialists, Technology subject specialist and Mathematics educator also attended an in-depth conference in 
Curro Serengeti, Johannesburg. In addition, Curro's curriculum centre (CCMD) ensures that the educators 
provide quality teaching in the classroom and stay abreast with the latest research and valuable curriculum 
ndings.

Teacher Yolandé, our IT teacher, also attended an in-depth conference in Birchwood, Pretoria. The Curro IT 
Curriculum strives to develop problem solving, creative and critical thought patterns, aided by programmes such 
as Scratch, Alice and Greenfoot. This year's training in Pretoria was about how to make Java programmes in 
Greenfoot.  

To help our learners become responsible we must also realise that we can be a “nurturing” school but not a “nanny” 
school.  The following is a segment taken from a recent article that appeared in the Independent Education 
magazine:



Nurturing school  Nanny school 
When children don’t understand work, the 
teacher will explain it again as often as 
necessary, but explicit instructions are 
given once and repeated once. 
 

 Children expect simple instructions (such as 
“Take out your books”) to be repeated often, 
as they only feel they need to pay attention 
when it suits them. 

Children are helped and guided, but they 
take responsibility to complete their 
homework diaries themselves (Grade 4 
onwards). 
 

 Children don’t bother to write down 
homework properly, and then expect 
parents to find out what they are supposed 
to do. 

Parents use WhatsApp groups to 
organise outing lifts, fundraising activities 
and discuss relevant issues pertaining to 
their children.  If their child is absent, they 
may enquire about work missed. 
  

 Parents use WhatsApp to find out what 
homework there is, thereby relieving their 
child of the responsibility, which is critical for 
them to learn, before they go to high school. 
 

 When a child forgets his physical 
education kit or letters signed by parents 
at home, you allow parents to bring it 
once, but if it happens again the next 
week, children must suffer the 
consequences. 
 

 When children forget their physical 
education kit or letters signed by parents, 
parents will keep bringing them as often as 
needed, as they want to protect them from 
the consequences.  These children will 
never learn to take responsibility for their 
own actions.  By allowing parents to do this, 
we are sanctioning their actions. 
  

When children come home from school 
with distressing tales of conflict or 
bullying, parents listen sympathetically 
but realise there are two sides to a story.  
They may let the school know 
immediately, but will tell their children to 
report it to teachers themselves in future, 
so that it can be dealt with properly at the 
time it happens. 
   

 Parents rush to school and demand 
immediate action, believing every word their 
child has told them.  Conversely, they will 
gossip about it with other parents and only 
report it to the school much later, if at all.  
Fighting your child’s battles will never teach 
them how to do so themselves. 

For the Grade R classes:  allow parent to 
accompany their child to class, but 
discourage parents from carrying their 
child and their bags. 
 

 Allowing, or “turning a blind eye” to, parents 
who carry their child and his or her bag 
(except helping them if they have a lot to 
carry). 

 
“Some of the common reasons parents give for choosing an independent school are the smaller classes and 
the nurturing environment.  We constantly have to assess where we can improve, and one area that stands 
out is children's inability to follow instructions the rst time they are given and to take responsibility for their 
work”.

“Schools must teach children to be independent and responsible”. 
 Article done by Mike Aubin.

Let us work at making Curro Durbanville a “nurturing” school and not a “nanny” school.  Possibly one or two 
difcult lessons for the learners but they will learn through this and become stronger to face challenges in the 
future.

Curriculum greetings
Olivia van Heerden
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What a great start to a new school year! 
Curro Durbanville Primary School was a hive of ac�vity as learners returned to school. The li�le Grade Ones bravely took 
their first step into BIG SCHOOL, with the help of their parents and their new teachers, who welcomed them with open 
arms.  
A colourful and joyful morning was enjoyed by all – made all the more exci�ng with some teachers dressed in costume.
It is going to be a wonderful 2017!

NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE FROM OUR HEAD GIRL…

Good morning Ms Olivia, teachers and fellow learners.
As much as I am sad, saying goodbye to the summer holiday, I am even more excited 
about welcoming old and new learners to Curro Durbanville.

Whether you are small or big, Grade 1 or 7, each learner is equally valuable and plays 
an equally important role in the Curro Durbanville family.

I'm sure the teachers have yet another action-packed, fun-lled year planned, but it is 
up to you to take part in all activities and to make use of all your opportunities.  

So join me on the 2017 Curro Durbanville roller-coaster and enjoy the ride.

Through the good times and bad times this year, remember my favourite Bible verse, Jeremiah 29:11, 12 “For I 
know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”

Thank you
Taneeka Carstens
HEAD GIRL 2017

We welcome these excellent 
educators into our Curro family this 
year. 
Elna Mentz (Gr 5), Elmarie Coetsee 
(Gr 7), Dominique Stander (Gr 2), 
Elizabeth Naude (Gr 6) and 
Adelinde Botha (Admin Assistant)

2017, let’s do 
this Curro!

Welcome to our 
new staff members
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Curro Council

45

Information Evenings
Foundation Phase - Teacher Jean

The Foundation Phase information 

evening was held on Wednesday 18 

January.  Each educator met the parents 

in their  classroom. The evening was very 

well attended and a lot of valuable 

information was shared regarding the new 

curriculum as well as general class 

information. The rst meeting of the year is 

always such an important one and we 

would like to thank all of our wonderful  

parents for attending.

Curro Durbanville Primary School want to 
congratulate their student council of 2017

Back from left to right: Cobus van der Westhuizen, Olivia van 

Heerden, Dirk van Zyl

Girls back row from left to right:  Angelica Deel-Smith, Emma 

Bell, Tarryn Booysen, Sydney Muller, Gretha Truter, Nicci le 

Roux.

Boys middle row:  Andreas de Jager, Jamie Ricketts, Jake 

Collinge, Lleyton Olkers, Charles Sibley, Rohan Barnard

Front: Albert Diedericks (Deputy Head Boy), Taneeka 

Carstens (Head Girl) Christian French (Head Boy), Lea 

Abbott (Deputy Head Girl)

At the end of the rst week of term, the Curro Durbanville 
Primary School staff attended a very successful team 
building event in the Mini Hall.  Educators were divided 
into teams and had to use their very best creative skills to 
construct an object out of Lego blocks. They had to devise 
a “special features list” using their collaboration, 
communication and critical thinking skills and then present 
this to the group – all within a time limit!  Everybody had 
lots of fun.  

Staff team building

Curro Council 2017

Grade R - Teacher Julia

The Grade R teachers welcomed 
the new parents in a personal, 
informal setting in their individual 
classes. Here the daily routine, 
extra-curricular programme and 
expectations for the Grade R year 
were explained. Parents were 
given plenty of opportunity to ask 
any questions they had and a 
chance to get to know their teacher.
We look forward to spending the 
2017 year with these bright eyed, 
bushy-tailed learners!

Intermediate and Senior Phase - 
Michelle Nieuwoudt

At this year's Intersen Phase information 
evening we had the privilege of having Mr. 
André Pollard (Head of Curro Primary Schools 
Curriculum), addressing our Curro parents with 
regards to the standardizing process of the 
curriculum throughout all Curro schools.  
Parents were brought up to date with vital 
curriculum information and had the privilege of 
learning more about the Curro enriched 
programs e.g. Robotics and Brombacher, 
which play an important role in our curriculum.
Currently, our educators are working hard at 
continuously enriching the curriculum, in order to 
achieve an excellent quality of education.  We 
are condent that with our efcient, hardworking 
staff, enthusiastic learners and supportive 
parents, we can only go from strength to strength 
and thus, develop our learners to their maximum 
potential.
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Our theme for this year is “Curro Connects”. We are planning various 
activities where our learners will have the opportunity to "connect" 
with their school, friends, family and community. 
On Friday, January 27, we launched the program “Curro Connects” 
during our assembly. The six character building pillars form part of the 
“Curro connects” program this year, and are represented in the form of 
a rainbow. Be on the lookout in our school's corridors to see how Curro 
builds their rainbows in 2017. 

Responsibility – green    Caring – red
Fairness – orange     Respect – yellow
Trustworthiness – blue    Citizenship – purple

Curro Connects

There was great excitement amongst the new Grade 1 learners on 17 January. The 
Grade 6 learners demonstrated, with much enthusiasm, the different sports available to 
our newbies. They were given the opportunity to score goals in hockey, to pass around 
rugby balls, to defend in netball and to rally in tennis.
It was a fantastic opportunity for the Grade Ones to help make their choices easier when 
chosing their extra murals. We are very excited about the positive feedback from the learners and look forward to 
an exciting year on the sports elds. 

Grade 1 and 6 Sport Safari
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gameCHANGERSPraying Parents

If you are a parent who is passionate about 
dedicating our school, children, staff and 
management to the Lord – then please come and 
pray with us!
Every Friday @ 08:00 - 09:00 - Primary School 
Boardroom. 
EVERYONE welcome (yes, even dads)! Meet you 
in the foyer @ 07:45.

We also invite any prayer requests from students, 
teachers and parents. All requests can be sent to 
prayingp@gmail.com. Written requests can also 
be popped into the post box at the entrance of the 
Primary or High School. Please encourage the 
learners to make use of these facilities, as we 
would love to cultivate a praying Curro community 
– one where the learners can experience God's 
support and love on a personal level – and learn 
to share that with those around them.

Look forward to praying with 
you!

Monique Ritter
Praying Parents Coordinator
monique@ubarch.com

Phil 4: 6-7: Don't worry about anything, 
instead, pray about everything. Tell God what 

you need, and thank Him for what He has 
done. Then you will experience God's peace, 
which exceeds anything we can understand.

prayingp@gmail.com
monique@ubarch.com




Sunset Social
The annual Sunset Social, held on Friday, 3 February, is a tradition at Curro Durbanville and surely a 
popular highlight on our social calendar.  This social event was in the form of a picnic and the lawns of 
our primary school were jam-packed.  It gave parents and teachers the opportunity to get to know each 
other a little better.  Every family came with a picnic blanket and refreshments.  There were freshly made 
pizzas for sale for those who didn't have time to pack a picnic basket.  Each family found a spot on the 
grass where they could enjoy the beautiful summer's evening and the company of fellow-parents.  All the 
parents that are new to the Curro family had a special welcome in our school hall, before they joined the 
other parents under the trees.  Our theme for this year's Sunset Social was “Mad Hatter's Picnic”.
After dark, all the children gathered for the outdoor movie while their parents were relaxing with their 
friends.  We had popcorn for sale too – what is a movie without popcorn?  Throughout the evening there 
were glow sticks for sale, with the children were queueing from early, to make sure they bought a few 
glow sticks.  What a beautiful and festive sight it was to see all those glow sticks in the dark! 
The evening was a huge success and denitely an event to be remembered.
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On the 17 January, the Grade 7 class of 2017 left 
school with eager anticipation making their way to 
High Africa in Worcester. 

Upon arrival we were met by intense heat, friendly 
facilitators and the excitement of sleeping in tents and 
cabins for two nights.  After an initial welcoming and 
brieng session, the learners were divided into various 
groups and then taken away to take part in different 
activities, ranging from raft building, kayak racing, the 
leap of faith and various other high intensity, 
adrenaline pumping activities. These activities were 
undoubtedly a huge highlight throughout our stay at High Africa and most denitely aided in creating new and 
lasting bonds between many of our learners. 

During the morning and early afternoon of our camp, the learners continued with their attempts to complete all the 
necessary activities with the help of the ever-exuberant and positive facilitators. Once the learners had taken part 
in all of the activities, they were given a few hours to relax in the afternoon and to take in the beauty of the 
surrounding area on the banks of the Breede River. 

As late afternoon approached, the learners discovered that they would be making their own dinner that evening, in 
the shape of their very own chicken “potjiekos” that would be sampled and graded by the Grade 7 educators.  
Needless to say, our learners produced some incredible “potjies” that were enjoyed by all.
We thank High Africa for their wonderful hospitality, vibrancy and the special memories they were able to make for 
our learners. It truly was a fantastic two days.
Until next year…

Camps

Grade 7

Grade 6
On Wednesday, 18 January, the enthusiastic Grade 6 learners departed on 
their camp, Back2Basics, near Grabouw. Upon arrival at the camp, the learners 
were allocated their tents, divided into groups and then started with the various 
activities.  The next two days consisted of low ropes, raft building, obstacle 
courses, bomber man as well as other activities where they could learn more 
about leadership, themselves and their friends. 

All these activities made the learners very hungry and luckily we had excellent 
kitchen staff eager to ll all the hungry tummies. On Thursday night, the 
learners embarked on a night hike which pushed them out of their comfort 
zones, allowing them to learn a lot about themselves.  At the end of the evening, 
the learners were so exhausted that it was not even necessary for the 
educators to check up on 'lights out'. On Friday morning we had a yummy 
breakfast, packed our bags and returned to school with heavy hearts.
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Sports Achievers

Sport Achievers

From the Sport’s Office
The summer sport season has started off successfully and we look forward to a great sporting term.

Thank you to all the parents for attending the Sports Information Evening.

I am pleased to see so many Grade 1 learners out on the sports eld enthusiastic and excited to learn more.  
Our u/13 and u/11 cricket boys have been entered into a weekly league as well as the Saturday cricket league. 
Thank you to all the parents for your support. 

The following learners must be congratulated on their achievements in 2016:
Xander Fisher– S.A. Karate
Angelique Gardener- W.P. Chess
We are proud of you

Swimming

    Chess
DISTRICT NORTH WP SCHOOLS CHESS TRIALS 2017
On 3, 4 February, 24 Curro Primary School learners participated in the WP District North schools  chess trials, 
hosted in Ravensmead.  The results were as follows:

u/9 TOP 10:
1.  Declan Olkers
3.  Jesse Palmer
4.  Ethan van Heerden
7.  Christof Dreyer

u/11 TOP 10:
6.  Reegan Palmer

u/13 TOP 10:
1  Lleyton Olkers
2.  Noah Hardy
5.  Kieran Samuels
6.  Andreas de Jager
8.  Louis Booysen

On 28 January, Christof Dreyer, participated in the Cape of Good Hope 
Open Championship at Grootte Schuur High School.  This was a qualifying 
event for all Western Province chess players wanting to qualify for WP 
colours to represent Chess WP at the 2017 SA Juniour Chess 
Championship.  Christof played in the u/10 division and won all 5 his 
matches.  His rst place was awarded with a gold medal! This was a 
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During the weekend of 3 - 5 March 2017 Elandri Schmidt and 
Madison Fourie were part of the Curro Aquatics team at the Jack 
Currie championships.

Madison  achieved silver in 200m freestyle and bronze in 200m 
back stroke.
Elandri achieved  silver in 200m IM and silver in 50m buttery.
Well done girls!



Cricket
TEAM OPPONENT RESULT ACHIEVEMENT 

u/10 A Brackenfell Lost  

u/10 B Brackenfell Lost  

u/11 A Kenridge Won Joshua Van Tonder 30  

Vaughn Visagie 28 

u/11 B Kenridge Lost  

u/11 Premier Durbanville CC Won Luke Van Der Merwe 37 

Vaughn Visagie 3 wickets 

u/11 Premier Edgemead CC U/12 Won Luke Van Der Merwe 26 

u/13 A Bastion Won Meeka-eel Prins 39  

Jordan Jones 48 

Jamie Rickets 4 wickets 

u/13 B Bastion Lost  

u/13 A Premier Belhar Cricket Club Won Meeka-eel Prins 51 * 

Christian French 35 * 

Jared Morcom 4 wickets 

u/13 A Premier Solomon Makhosana Won Neo Petersen 102 

Jamie Ricketts 3 wickets 

u/13 B Premier Peninsula Lost  

 

Tennis
The tennis practices and the tennis matches have started for 2017.  
The results of the tennis matches are as follows: 

 
Date Team Opponent Score 

01/02 u/13 A Boys Gene Louw 3-3  

  u/13A Girls Gene Louw 5-1 Won 

  u/13 Boys Kenridge B 5-1 Won 

  u/13 Girls Brackenfell B 5-1 Won 

 

Congratulations to the following players who were selected for the WP 
tennis team. 
  
u/11 Boys 
Jordan Gertse – WP A 
Sagen Hugo – WP B 
 
u/15 
Sebastian Millan – WP B 
 
u/11 Girls 
Mia Kotze – WP A 
Maria Inggs – WP B 
 
u/12 
Hailey Troup – WP A 
She was also selected for the u/13A team that will participate in the SA 
Interpro. 
 
Cassidy Cupido – WP B 
 

Hailey Troup participated in the Eden Mini Series Tournament from 3 - 5 February. 
She won both her singles and doubles matches. We are so proud of you! 
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u/11 Bronze winners 
Durbanville Cricket Night Bash



Athletics
MIKRO ATHLETICS

Curro started off the athletics season at the Mikro 
Prestige Athletics event which took place on 
Thursday, 26 January. Despite the strong competition, 
our athletes can give themselves a pat on the back for 
such outstanding results. 

Zeta Bruintjies  u/8  50m  3rd

Jenna Eagar    u/11   70mH  3rd

Sydney Muller  u/13  100m  3rd
Elandri Schmidt  u/13  800m  1st

Congratulations to these athletes for earning their spot on 
the podium. We are very proud of you, thank you for 
representing Curro with these great achievements.

Durbell Athletics

Our Curro athletes competed at the Durbell Trials and performed very well. The following athletes 
were chosen to compete at the North Zone event:

Taneeka Carstens  u/13  Long jump  1st

Meleah Smith  u/13  Shot put  2nd

Sydney Muller  u/13  Long jump  3rd

      100m   3rd

      200m   3rd

Maria Persens  u/10  80m   4th

      100m   3rd

Jenna Eagar   u/12  70mH   4th

      150mH  4th

Elandri Schmidt  u/13  800m   2nd

Congratulations to all of these athletes. We wish you all the best for your next event!
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stElandri Schmidt – 1  800m u/13

rdZeta Bruintjies – 3  50m u/8 Girls

Curro athletes ready to run!



Drummies
Our new leaders for 2017 are as follows:

Primary school
Leader: Erinique Isaacs
Head Flag: Ikram Shinkafi
Head Subbie: Lea Abbott

WP candidates
During October 2016, three of our girls obtained their WP colours for 
drummies. We are very proud of Paige Titus, Lea Abbott and Sarah 
Parish. They celebrated this achievement at the WP Colour Ceremony, 

 
held at Curro Durbanville on 8 February. Well done, girls!

Erinique Isaacs was 
also awarded her 
SAMCA  colours for 
drummies for the 
2017 season. We 
are so proud of you 
all!

Grade R KDA
Grade R learners having fun during their KDA lesson.
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Music

The Music Department has grown! No fewer than 264 learners will be having music lessons this year! We now also offer 
tuition in marimba playing. Two marimba ensembles have been formed and will have the chance to perform frequently. 
Curro Durbanville music learners are really fortunate as we offer a wide range of instruments, namely piano, recorder, 
violin, clarinet, singing, keyboard, saxophone, trumpet, French horn, trombone and drums. If you are interested, please 
contact the Music Department.

Food Market

Thanks to our music parents for their unbelievable support with our Valentine's Cake sale! Great care was taken 

and a lot of effort went into making it a success. We made a prot of R11 200 and this money will be used to the 

benet of our music learners.

UNISA
Congratulations to the following learners who passed 
their UNISA theory-exams at the end of last year with 80% 
and higher:
Adriaan le Roux Pre Grade 1  84%
Adam Cloete  Grade 1  89%
Matthew Witbooy Grade 1  94%
Julia Theron      Grade 1  90%
Zanté Palmer  Grade 1  94%
Katelyn Hirst  Grade 2  81%
Gretha Truter  Grade 2  97%
Keenan Hansen Grade 3  80%
Albert Diedericks  Grade 3  92%

Due to their exceptional results, Gretha's and Albert's names will appear on Unisa's roll of honour! Congratulations - we 
are very proud of you!

Choirs
The Junior and Senior Choirs are practicing hard for the upcoming Tygerberg Eisteddfod.  Even though it's still early in 
the year, both choirs have already attended very successful choir camps.
The choirs of 2016 are really fortunate, because they will perform with Emo Adams in our school hall on 23 February!  
Concerts
We are planning an exciting series of concerts in our Auditorium this year.  
On 28 March we are presenting a fun family concert where music learners are encouraged to present an item with their 
family members. We can't wait to see our musically 
talented parents perform. The music teachers are 
also planning a surprise item! Everyone is welcome to 
enjoy this evening with us. Tickets are available at 
R30 each. 

We thank each parent for giving their children the 
opportunity to learn music.
'Music education stimulates, challenges and enriches 
our young people during their formative school years; 
its value lasts a lifetime.'                   Tammy Baldwin
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Photo 2: Senior Choir  Camp

Photo 1:  Albert Diedericks 
and Gretha Truter's names 
will appear on the Unisa 
roll of honours for their 
excellent achievement in 
the recent Unisa theory 
exams.  Albert passed the 
Grade 3 exam with 92% 
and Gretha the Grade 2 
exam with 97%.



Valentine’s Day
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