
 
 
 
 
 

 
     8 February 2016 

Dear Parents 
 
From the Office of the Executive Head 
 
This day (8 February) in the past: 
 

 1672 Isaac Newton reads first Optics Paper before Royal Society in London. 

 1933 1st flight of all-metal Boeing 247 

 1974 3 US astronauts return to Earth after a 85 days in the US space station, Skylab 

 1992 Ulysses spacecraft passes Jupiter 

On any given day, we can see that over the years, historical scientific discoveries have 
been made. For us, on any given day, future Nobel prize-winners are sitting in our classes 
absorbing what they need to know in order to change the world. Someone taught the 
people who precipitated the above events and someone’s parents encouraged them to 
explore. Those people could be all of us. So we encourage you to be aware of what your 
children are learning and to take an interest in their exploration of the twenty-first century 
they find themselves in. Their Meridian education is giving them opportunities not all 
schools do. 

Take note also that on this day: 

 1575 University Leiden founded, and given the motto "Praesidium Libertatis" (bastion of 
Liberty) 

 1895 Tchaikovsky’s ‘Swan Lake’ premieres in St Petersburg. 

 1926 Disney Brothers Cartoon Studio becomes Walt Disney 

 2009 Adele wins first Grammy award 

Our children are destined for greatness. We are their rudders.  

Foundation Phase Athletics 

Speaking of greatness, the following are 
photos of learners who received 
certificates for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place on 
Friday for u/7, u/8 and u/9 athletics. 

Well done to them all. 

 

                                                            Olachi Okorafor and Aurora Ryser 

 

http://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1933
http://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1974
http://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1992
http://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1575
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Billy Janse van Rensburg and Kalim Meyer 

 

Caitlyn Olkers, Simona Anthony and Anne Burger 

 

Caleb Tshabangu, Hamilton Ward and Nishaaf Saardien 

 

Misha Hendricks, Chloë Steenkamp and Juanita Savel 
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Jordan Adams, Ian Horstman and Alakhe Arosi 

Meridian Pinehurst Tour 

 We are going on a National Tour – Cape Town, 
Kimberley, Johannesburg, Swaziland, Durban, 
East London, Port Elizabeth, Oudtshoorn 

 All learners will need a passport and 
Unabridged Birth Certificate. This is the 
responsibility of the parents. 

 The tour will cost approximately R7 000. A 
non-refundable deposit of R1 000 must be paid 
by 2 March 2016. This will cover all transport, 
accommodation, activities and meals. 

 Any learner not adhering to our school rules and those 
whose school-fees are not paid up to date, will not be 
allowed to go on tour. 

 A fund-raising committee, consisting of parents will 
endeavour to raise funds to lower the cost of the tour 
and cover the cost of a jacket, bag, etc. Any parents 
willing to serve on this committee must please contact 
Mrs Strauss-Layman at rochelle.s1@curro.co.za 

 

 Any parent who is able to be a sponsor or knows 
of a company whom we could approach, can also 
please contact the Fundraising Committee through 
Mrs. Strauss-Layman  

 Accommodation will be as cost-effective as  

  

possible, but our priority will be to find safe, 
clean and comfortable accommodation.    

  

 

mailto:rochelle.s1@curro.co.za
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Safety at Meridian Pinehurst 

I am finding it necessary yet again to mention traffic issues in this newsletter. Last week 
one of our staff members was actually bumped into while directing traffic and required a trip 
to the hospital. This cannot continue. Please ensure that you arrive timeously and DRIVE 
SLOWLY AND CAREFULLY through our grounds. We are aware of the congestion 
problems, but there is not much more that we can do. Soon we shall issue disks which will 
require your registration number to be linked to a database of names for following up 
drivers who are reckless around our children. Please note the following: 

 Stop at stop streets. 

 Use indicators. 

 Respect the rules of roundabouts. 

 Drive EXTREMELY SLOWLY – children are unpredictable. 

 Do not park on the grass. 

 Kiss and go – if you want to walk your child into school, park in a designated parking 
spot, not the drop-and-go spaces. 

 Please inform grandparents and other drivers of these regulations. 

 Look before reversing. 

Likewise please communicate the following to your children: 

 Helmets MUST be worn when cycling to school. 

 No skateboards are to be ridden to school. 

 Avoid walking/riding with ear phones in ears because they prevent one hearing 
potential trouble. 

          Security of possessions: 

          Please mark all tablets/ cell phones and insure them. These devices are not to be left                 

          unattended. Note that the school cannot take responsibility for all the many electronic    

          devices on the campus. Teach your youngsters to look after them. 

 

 Sunblock: 

 

 We still have many children coming to school (and aftercare) without hats and/ sunblock.  

 Vegetable Garden 

Fairly soon we shall break soil on our very own 
vegetable garden, which will benefit our kitchen 
and provide an income stream for the school, as 
well as providing our learners with life lessons 
about growing things and about sustainable 
living.   
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Blazers 

Please ensure your high school youngster wears the blazer to and from school every day. Once at 
school it may be removed and the jersey worn (except to assembly) but it is important that we 
present a dignified, formal appearance when in public. The learners have been told about this at 
assemblies, but we would appreciate it if you would assist us with enforcing this. Likewise, 
tracksuit tops are never to be worn with the formal uniform. 

Behaviour of Meridian Learners 

It has been embarrassing to receive 2 letters of complaint about the behaviour, appearance and 
language of our learners. Let it be stated unequivocally that foul language, tatty uniform and 
undignified behaviour will not be tolerated at this school. Please have a conversation with your 
youngsters about vocabulary (institute a swear jar if necessary – it’s a habit easy for all of us to fall 
into); about pride in the uniform they wear and about inappropriate touching/boisterous behaviour 
while in uniform.) We shall follow up such complaints with the learners responsible. 

Good News for Campers 

Take note that the two days (28 – 29 April) following Freedom Day in April are school holidays, 
making a long weekend for everyone. The Nursery and aftercare will be open on 28-29 April 
however 

Prayer Group 

The Meridian Prayer Group meets on Fridays at 08:30 in the boardroom. All new members are 
welcome. It is a great blessing that parents are committed in this way to pray for the needs of our 
school. We thank them for this ministry. 

Makro Rebate 

Many thanks to all our parents who have linked the school to their Makro cards. We have received 
a rebate of R25 064.37 for last year and the PAC has kindly agreed to purchase fans for 
classrooms needing them. If your Makro card or Woolworths card is not yet linked to Meridian 
Pinehurst, please do so as soon as possible because any rebates we receive from these stores 
are used to benefit our children.  

 Channels of Communication 

In order to provide prompt attention to our parents’ concerns, please alert the teacher immediately. 
Should they be unable to assist you, the issue can be escalated to first the grade head, then the 
operational head and even the executive head if necessary. Please avoid issues festering in 
carpark gossip or Whatsapp groups which we are unaware of and therefore are unable to attend 
to the concerns being raised. In the end we all care about the well-being, happiness and success 
of the children you have entrusted to our care. You have our commitment that we shall investigate 
every complaint brought to our attention and attempt to facilitate a win-win solution. 

 

 

 

Dates to Diarise 
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Monday, 8 February: Hard work for our young Einsteins and Shakepeares 
Tuesday, 9 February: Ms Nicolene Mouton’s birthday 
Wednesday, 10 February: Grade 9.1 and 9.2 visit Holocaust Museum 
Thursday, 11 February: Grade 9.3 to Holocaust Museum 
Friday, 12 February: Staff and Spouses Braai at school 
Saturday, 13 February: MNED Primary School Athletics 
                                      Ms Sandi Bruce’s birthday 
Sunday, 14 February: Valentine’s Day – as important as anniversaries to remember…                                 

 

‘There is a time for everything, 

    and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
2     a time to be born and a time to die, 

    a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
3     a time to kill and a time to heal, 

    a time to tear down and a time to build, 
4     a time to weep and a time to laugh, 

    a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
5     a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 

    a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 

6     a time to search and a time to give up, 

    a time to keep and a time to throw away, 

7     a time to tear and a time to mend, 

    a time to be silent and a time to speak, 

8     a time to love and a time to hate, 

    a time for war and a time for peace.’  (Ecclesiastes 3) 

 

Yours in education 

 

 

Colleen Bentley 

Executive Head 

Let us not be 
like this: 


